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* What is the Rambam'’s source for this halacha?
* How would we re-establish a Sanhedrin today? What would the implications be? See the Appendix for a brief account of the 16C
attempt to re-constitute the Sanhedrin, based on this Rambam

A] RAV YOSEF KARO

A1] HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1391
1486
1492
1505
1516
1524

Jews begin to leave Spain to settle in Eretz Yisrael

Rav Ovadia of Bartinura leaves Italy to settle in Yerushalayim

Spanish expulsion and immigration to Itlay, Greece, Turkey, Holland and Eretz Yisrael

Sefardim represent the majority in Tzfat and leadership in Eretz Yisrael swings more towards Tzfat
Ottoman conquest of Eretz Yisrael - relatively benign conditions for the Jews

Rav Yaakov Bei Rav settles in Tzfat and establishes a large yeshiva

A2] BIOGRAPHY

1488
1492
1497
¢. 1500
c.1510s
1520-2
1532
1533
1535

1542
1546

1550s
1565
1575
1575

Born in Toledo, Spain

Fled with his family in the Great Expulsion and settled in Portugal

Expelled from Portugal with his family, eventually settling in Constantinople, Turkey.

Received a full talmudic training from his father and uncle

Studied in Egypt under Rav Yaacov Bei Rav

Moved to Adrianople, Turkey. There he met the radical and false Messiah Shlomo Molcho

Molcho was burned at the stake in Germany

Lived in Salonica

Settled in Eretz Yisrael, moved to Tzfat and was appointed to the Beit Din of R. Yaacov Bei Rav. Supported the
restablishment of real Semicha. He received this Semicha and bestowed it on his student Rav Moshe Alshich

Beit Yosef completed

R. Yaacov Bei Rav died and R. Caro assumed leadership of the Tzfat Beit Din. Jews from all over the world turned to him
for halachic guidance, including Rav Moshe Isserlis in Poland

Publication of the Beit Yosef

Publication of the Shulchan Aruch

Publication of the Kesef Mishne

13 Nissan - died and buried in Tzfat

Rav Caro married 3 times and had two sons - Shlomo and Yehuda, the later being born from his third wife when he was already over 80

Teachers:
Students:

* RavYaacov Bei Rav (1474-1546) * Rav Shlomo Halevi Alkabetz (1508-1593) - in Kabbala
* Rav Moshe Alshich (1508-1592)  Rav Moshe Kordovero (1522-1570)
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* Does the Maharal agree in principle with the methodology of the Shulchan Aruch?
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