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dxezd zexewn

jexr ogley - 49
ohkaurh ,racn ,kkfn

1.hbhs iusk ivk ahu ohfunx ukt hrv o,ut lunxku ohbhhs ,ubnk ktrah .rtca ohnfjv kf unhfxv ota ohrcsv hk ihtrb

hpk 'ktrahn ,uxbe hbhs ukych tka hsf vfhnxv kg ihrgymn ohnfjv uhv vnk if ot 'ohrjtk lunxk ivk ahu ,uxbe

hrva kfk ,uxbe hbhs is tkt ikuf ,gs lhrm ubht lunx hpn lunx oa vhv otu ikuf unhfxha rapt htu ihrzupn ktraha

 grfv lhrm rcsvu 'ihs ,hc hpn lnxb

 th vfkv s erp ihrsvbx ,ufkv o"cnr

• What is the Rambam’s source for this halacha?

• How would we re-establish a Sanhedrin today?  What would the implications be?  See the Appendix for a brief account of the 16C

attempt to re-constitute the Sanhedrin, based on this Rambam

A] RAV YOSEF KARO

A1] HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1391 Jews begin to leave Spain to settle in Eretz Yisrael

1486 Rav Ovadia of Bartinura leaves Italy to settle in Yerushalayim

1492 Spanish expulsion and immigration to Itlay, Greece, Turkey, Holland and Eretz Yisrael

1505 Sefardim represent the majority in Tzfat and leadership in Eretz Yisrael swings more towards Tzfat

1516 Ottoman conquest of Eretz Yisrael - relatively benign conditions for the Jews

1524 Rav Yaakov Bei Rav settles in Tzfat and establishes a large yeshiva 

A2] BIOGRAPHY

1488 Born in Toledo, Spain

1492 Fled with his family in the Great Expulsion and settled in Portugal

1497 Expelled from Portugal with his family, eventually settling in Constantinople, Turkey. 

c. 1500 Received a full talmudic training from his father and uncle

c.1510s Studied in Egypt under Rav Yaacov Bei Rav

1520-2 Moved to Adrianople, Turkey.  There he met the radical and false Messiah Shlomo Molcho  

1532 Molcho was burned at the stake in Germany

1533 Lived in Salonica

1535 Settled in Eretz Yisrael, moved to Tzfat and was appointed to the Beit Din of R. Yaacov Bei Rav.  Supported the

restablishment of real Semicha.  He received this Semicha and bestowed it on his student Rav Moshe Alshich

1542 Beit Yosef completed

1546 R. Yaacov Bei Rav died and R. Caro assumed leadership of the Tzfat Beit Din.  Jews from all over the world turned to him

for halachic guidance, including Rav Moshe Isserlis in Poland

1550s Publication of the Beit Yosef

1565 Publication of the Shulchan Aruch

1575 Publication of the Kesef Mishne

1575 13 Nissan - died and buried in Tzfat

 

Rav Caro married 3 times and had two sons - Shlomo and Yehuda, the later being born from his third wife when he was already over 80

Teachers: • Rav Yaacov Bei Rav (1474-1546) • Rav Shlomo Halevi Alkabetz (1508-1593) - in Kabbala

Students: • Rav Moshe Alshich (1508-1592) • Rav Moshe Kordovero (1522-1570)
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6.rcsc vkj,n uesesh tk ot rcs kf ka ihbgv ogy ihgsuh iht ov hrvu g"ua lu,n vfkv ihruna i,ut ukkv ,uruscu ///// 

ivc rugdk ahu okug hkcn kkfc iv hrvu o,utruvc kpb ,ugyu j", aunha tuva sunk,v lu,n

 /cf vyux ,usdt haushj t"arvn

7. ov g"a p"g ,utruv ,uruvk ihfanba i,uta ,gsh rcf vcua,vfkvf tka vru,c ohrunvvtruv ka arua ugsh tk hf 

 ktrahc ,ueukjn ohcrn lf h"gu ockn ongy ohsucu ohexpv utmh hn iycn

 p inhx (,ubah) j"c ,"ua

8.ohtur ubt hrv vz scknu ,ubunn hbhsc yrpcu o"cnrv iuakf ohnu,x ov ygnf uhrcs kf hf g"avn ohbhsv curc euxpk t"t

ghrfvk vcrv ,uthecu vrh,h vnfj lhrmu okug hbutd uekjb ohrcsv curc odu ouh kfc ohbhsc ukpb ,uehpx vcrvu vcrva

vae ohexup rtan ;tu vyuxs d"p x"ac t,htsfu vbufb vtruv ,uruvk uk t"t trndv sunhkc khdr tka hnu ehpxn ogyc

sck g"av h"g a"f sutn rcsv

 cn inhx ,uasjv j"c ,"ua

9. vru,v in tmuh vhvha hutr vz rcsu 'vagnk vfkv vrun tuv ratf vru,v rehg hf,hkfa thv vru,v rattuv vz rcsu '

ohtb,v lfhpku 'vru,v kg snuga okugv ouhe htsuc vz rcsu /vagnk vfkvv tmuh vhvha hutr vznu hkfa tuva sunk,v

thv vbanv hf 'hs vz vhv vbanv lu,n vfkv ohexup uhv ot vzv rusc kct /wokug hkcnw ov vbanv lu,n vfkv ohruna

er 'vbanv aurhp tuv sunk,v hf sunk,k vhuag thva vbanv lu,n vfkv ihexup iht kct 'uhkt vkj,vu sunk,k ,hatr

vagnk vfkv ,uruvk urcj,b rat ohexpv lu,n vfkv ohexup ovar,uh vz rcsu 'ovn euxpk er o,ut snkk uagb tku 

/,gsv in eujr

er o,gs vhv tk rurhc tkc ohexpv urcj ov oda cd kg ;t 'vfrck uburfz ruyvu vfrck uburfz o"cnrv unf ohbuatrvu

t,fkv er ihsv tmuh ouen vzhtn gsha hkcn vfu,n ostv euxpk kct /sunk,v lu,n vkug tuv ratu vfkvv ;ux ,uruvk

sunk,v ,t ihczug uhvha ihnrud uhvh ovv ohrucjv hf ohrcjnv ugsh uktu //// o,ucajn kgu o,gs kg vkg tk tngy tkc

 /o,ut ohrcjn uhv tk ohrucjv lu,n ihexup uhvhu hrndkaujk ah hf ;tu 'sunk,v lu,n exup vhvha iufb r,uhu hutr r,uh hf

i,ub uka kfava vn er ofjk iht ouen kfn ',ntv hpk vtruvv vhv,a u,hntk ihsv euxph tku ,ntv lrsc lkh tka

sunk,v lu,n ihcnuvn hpf vrun tuv ratf lrc,h oav kt cuvt tuv vz kf og u,ut vgy, u,nfju u,buc, ratfu '

kkf rcsv ogy gsh tku sjt rucj lu,n exupa hnn cuy r,uh tuvu /,utur uhbhga vn er ihhsk ihtu ukfa in chhj,na

vae htsuc tkv 'vfkv expb lht u,ut ugsh tku sunk,c ohthec obhta vzv rusc if ot rnth hkutcu /lrsc rug unf lkuva

unf usunkc khdru hec ,uhvk usunk, kg rzuj sjt ihta vn vz kfu 'vfkv euxpk ohutr ubt ihtu vru, vjf,aba vz rcs tuv

iumr hvh ifu int 'ubtrh u,ru,n ,utkpbu ubck ,uapy ruxhu ubesm vrun tch hf sg vru,c ubburxj ksud vkgnk ubc,fa

!int ubhnhc vrvnc

u�y erp vru,v ch,b - dtrpn k�rvnk okug ,uch,b

• Does the Maharal agree in principle with the methodology of the Shulchan Aruch?


