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1. BIOGRAPHY OF THE ROSH

c.1250 Born in Germany into a distinguished Rabbinic family and descended from Rabbeinu Gershom
1260s Studied under his older brother Chaim and subsequently under the Maharam Mirottenburg
1283 Send his son Yehuda to live in Spain
1298-9 The Rindfleisch Massacres: - A Bavarian nobleman named Rindfleisch accused the Jews of ritual

murder and of desecrating the Catholic host.  He led a viscous mob in the wholesale slaughter of
the Jewish communities of Southern Germany and Austria.  Over 100,000 Jews and 120
communities were destroyed, including the entire community of Nuremberg, including their Rav
Mordechai ben Hillel - the Mordecai Hakadosh and his whole family

c1300 The Rosh convened a synod to determine the distribution of property of the victims of the
massacres who had left no heirs

1303 Due to rising persecution and fears that he would be captured and ransomed like his Rav, the
Maharam, the Rosh left Germany for Montpelier, Provence. He was dissuaded from staying in
Montpelier due to the philosophical approach of the Jews there 
The Rosh himself was independently wealthy as a money-lender but lost his wealth when fleeing
from Germany and died in poverty

1306 He arrived in Barcelona, Spain where he was warmly received by the Rashba.  He was involved in
the Barcelona Decree of the Rashba issuing a ban on studying philosophy under the age of 25.  

c.1310 The Rosh became the head of the community of Toledo with full jurisdiction over Jewish affairs.
Upon the death of the Rashba, he was acknowledged as leader of Spanish, as well as German,
Jewry
The Rosh remained an Ashkenazi, although living in Spain. Spanish Jewry was thus influenced by
Ashkenazi ideas including a strict opposition to the study of philosophy. His main students were
Rabbeinu Yerucham and his 8 sons, the most famous of which is R. Yaakov Ba’al HaTurim 

1328 died in Toledo

2. TORAH WORKS OF THE ROSH

Halachic Compilation (the Rosh) written following the Talmudic tractates and not in a new codified
form like the Rambam.  The Rosh quotes opinions  - Rif, Tosafot,
Rambam before giving his own opinions.  This work became the
standard halachic text before the Shulchan Aruch
The Shulchan Aruch used the Rosh as one of his 3 sources of
psak in formulating the Shulchan Aruch 

Teshuvot
Tosafot HaRosh A collection of the Tosafot’s commentaries on the Talmud with the

Rosh’s own input
Commentary on parts of the Mishna Zeraim (except Berachot) and Taharot
Orchot Chaim a short ethical work

3. COMMENTARIES ON THE ROSH

• Korban Natanel Rav Nataniel Weil

• Ma’adanei Melech Rav Yom Tov Lipman Heller (The Tosafot Yom Tov)

• Ma’adanei Yom Tov ditto

• Lechem Chamudot ditto

• Pilpela Charifta ditto
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4. THE AGE OF MASS EXPULSIONS

Frequent antisemitic attacks and pogroms increasingly involved accusations of :-

• ritual murder
• blood libels
• desecration of the Catholic host 

The Jews were expelled from the following areas in the following years:-

1290 England
1293 Naples
1306 France
1360 Hungary
1381 Strasbourg
1384 Lucerne
1408 Berne
1421 Vienna
1421 Linz
1424 Cologne
1428 Freiburg
1436 Zurich

1439 Ausburg
1442 Bavaria
1454 Moravia
1453 Breslau
1475 Trent
1485 Peruggia
1486 Gubio
1490 Geneva
1491 Ravenna
1492 Spain
1497 Portugal

5. BIOGRAPHY OF THE TUR - R.  YAAKOV BEN ASHER (BENAROSH)

1275 Born in Germany into a distinguished Rabbinic family and descended from Rabbeinu Gershom
1280s Studied under his father, the Rosh
1303 Fled with his father to Spain
1328 Upon the death of the Rosh, his brother Rav Yehuda took over as head of the community in

Toledo (and in fact married two of his nieces in order)
The Tur was extremely poor in Spain - he records that he did not have enough money for Shabbat
clothes

c.1340 Left Spain to settle in Eretz Yisrael but died on route in Chios, Greece

6. TORAH WORKS OF THE TUR

Kitzur Piskei HaRosh a complication of the halachic rulings of his father
Ba’al HaTurim a short commentary on the Torah, often focussed on the ‘Remez’ level of the

pesukim, including gematriot and comparisons with other such usages  in the
Tanach

Perush Hatur HaAruch A longer and more detailed perush, giving insights particularly into the
commentary of the Ramban

Arba Turim (the Tur) A new codification of halacha based largely on the halachic positions of the Rif,
the Rambam and of his father, the Rosh but also bringing in the other views of
Geonim and Ba’alei HaTosafot



s�xc4      rabbi@rabbimanning.com          dbhbn ovrct - 5775



s�xc5      rabbi@rabbimanning.com          dbhbn ovrct - 5775

7. THE ARBA TURIM

Orach Chaim: dealing with everyday halachot, including the Sabbath and festivals, the prayers
and the Mitzvot which one has to observe every day

Yoreh Deah dealing with ‘issur veheter’, mainly with the laws of kashrut, shechitah and all
questions of the Jewish dietary laws. It also contains the laws of idolatry, vows,
charity, the study of the Torah, laws of mourning, etc

Even Haezer dealing with the laws of marriage and divorce and Jewish family life

Choshen Mishpat dealing with Jewish civil and criminal law

Differences between the Tur and the Mishne Torah of the Rambam:-

• The Tur includes only the current halachot; the Rambam includes ALL Torah
• The Tur includes only practical halachot; the Rambam also deals with ideology and Torah philosophy   
• The Tur quotes sources; the Rambam does not
• The Tur often brings opinions without a final psak; the Rambam’s aim is to give one psak
• The Tur introduced a new format for his code, not based on the Rambam and (unlike the Rosh and Rif) not
based on the mesechtot of the Talmud
 

8. STANDARD COMMENTARIES ON THE TUR

• Beit Yosef Rav Yosef Karo (Shulchan Aruch) (1488-1575)

• Darchei Moshe Rav Moshe Iserlis (Remo) (1530-1572)

• Bayit Chadash (Bach) Rav Yoel Sirkes (Pnei Yehoshua) (1561-1640)

• Drisha U’Prisha R. Yehoshua Falk (1555-1614)
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