5775 - 2N ONIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 1 “'oa

ONTT IINPH
'3 = 73R WITH - 45

DYOVIY NIVaAN NYIMN

A] AGGADATA AS A SOURCE FOR HALACHA?
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* In 2010 Rav Ari Chwat caused headlines in the wider press when he raised the halachic issues surrounding the ‘honey-trap’ - whether
Israeli spies could seduce people and engage in sexual relationships with them in order to illicit intelligence information which could help
the country and save many lives?

1. See Rabbi Chwat's full essay at http://www.zomet.org.il/? CategorylD=266&ArticlelD=639 . In this article he also raises and debates many of the central issues surrounding ‘aveira
lishma’
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B] LITERAL AND NON-LITERAL READINGS OF MIDRASH

Together with this sheet are English translations of the following classic works on how to learn and teach Midrashim:-

* The Rambam’s analysis on the 3 groups of people who relate to Aggada as set out in his introduction to Perek Chelek. Make sure you
have read that before the shiur.

* The Rambam on Midrash in Moreh Nevuchim 3:33

* The Introduction to the Agada of R’ Avraham ben HaRambam?

* The Essay on Aggadot by Rav Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (Ramchal)?

Two more contemporary essays you have already received are:-
* R’ Aharon Feldman’s introductory essay in ‘The Juggler And The King”*
* R’ Abraham Y. Heschel’s chapter on Aggada in ‘God in search of Man’

7. There are a number of different ways of dealing with passages that seem to elude our grasp. The simplest is to ignore the problem. If that's
what it says, then that's what it means - and let the chips fall where they may.

Many of our rabbis, though, would not concur with such an approach. The twelfth century Maimonides, for instance, wrote about three different
attitudes in his day toward the Midrash (aggada). One group felt it an exercise in piety to simply accept everything in the works of the Talmudic
rabbis, no matter how far-fetched. But rather than demonstrate their loyalty and tenacity, says Maimonides, these people cause much harm.
Rather than praising us as a "wise and discerning people," the non-Jewish world reacts to this stance by thinking of us as "debased and
foolish."

And that they did. In the infamous polemical debates of medieval times, a frequent target of the venom of both the Church and the Karaites was
the philosophical aggada. Passage after difficult passage was paraded out to show the foolishness of the Jews in believing in this kind of stuff
(or their arrogance in elevating Man above God, or assigning human properties to Him, or, at a later time, to demonstrate from the aggada itself
that the Jews should really accept the Christian messiah.)

Another approach, if it can be called that, is to assert that the rabbis were simply wrong about many things. This creates a frightful dichotomy in
our relationship with the Talmudic rabbis. Is it tenable to see them as incredibly profound when it comes to Jewish law, and incredibly naive and
shallow when it comes to the philosophical topics treated in aggada?

There is an alternative, one that accepts without reservation that every syllable of the rabbis resonates with brilliance and profundity. It
approaches the words of the Talmudic rabbis with unqualified acceptance and regard. It assumes that every epigram, every passage, every
remark flows with the Divine wisdom that is vouchsafed to those who immerse themselves in Torah. At the same time, it refuses to concede any
irrationality to the words of these Sages. God himself is the ultimate Source of this wisdom; His Torah cannot be irrational nor even arbitrary.
One figure stands out as a master of this approach. He is Rabbi Judah Loew of Prague, usually identified by the acronym Maharal.

Take the Midrash which says that Vashti, the original queen in the Purim story, had a “tail." According to Maharal, we should not be slaves to
the literal meaning of words. The Sages employed a richness of expression, just as we today use our own idiomatic form for a functionless
growth. We call it "spare tire." (Will future anthropologists, noting references to "spare tire" but unfamiliar with contemporary usage, assume
that people once propelled themselves on two axles?) In explicating the words of the Sages, we must always look for symbolism, allegory,
idioms, and the clever turn-of-the-phrase that can say so much in so few words.

Maharal does not reject the miraculous. Rather he rejects a superficial reading of the words of the rabbis, words he is convinced almost always
disguise more than they reveal. When we probe the true intent of the rabbis, we discover that they saw Divine intervention occurring in ways that
may be more profound than the simple miracle that the text suggests.

Rabbi Yitzchak Adlerstein, Jewish Action

2. Included at the front of the standard print of Ein Yaakov and available in English at http://www.mesora.org/AinYaakov.html and in Hebrew at
http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/mahshevt/agadot/hagadal-2.htm

3. AvailableinHebrew at http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/mahshevt/agadot/hagada2-2.htm

4. http://www.amazon.com/The-Juggler-King-Conquest-Elaboration/dp/0873065573
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8. IT is well known that the Patriarch Abraham was brought up in the religion and the opinion of the Sabeans, that there is no divine
being except the stars. | will tell you in this chapter their works which are at present extant in Arabic translations, and also in their
ancient chronicles; and | will show you their opinion and their practice according to these books. ..... In these books, and in their
chronicles, the history of Abraham our father is given in the following manner. Abraham was brought up in Kutha; when he differed
from the people and declared that there is a Maker besides the sun, they raised certain objections, and mentioned in their
arguments the evident and manifest action of the sun in the Universe. "You are right," said Abraham; " [the sun acts in the same
manner] as 'the axe in the hand of him that hews with it.'" Then some of his arguments against his opponents are mentioned. In
short, the king put him in prison; but he continued many days, while in prison, to argue against them. At last the king was afraid
that Abraham might corrupt the kingdom, and turn the people away from their religion; he therefore expelled Abraham into Syria,
after having deprived him of all his property.

This is their account which you find clearly stated in the book called The Nabatean Agriculture. Nothing is said there of the account
given in our trustworthy books, nor do they mention what he learnt by way of prophecy; for they refused to believe him, because he
attacked their evil doctrine

Moreh Nevuchim 3:29
* Does the Rambam take the Midrashim about Avraham as a literal story?
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* How is Rabbinu Chananel reading the famous Midrash about the debate between R. Yehoshua and R’ Eliezer?
» Was the debate a historical event?
* Why is it protrayed in the manner that we read in the Midrash?
* |In what situations should Midrashim be taken literally?

C] DANGERS OF LEARNING AGGADATA
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5. See Zecharia 10:2
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D] A BRIEF CASE STUDY
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Answer these questions and try to decode the midrash:-

1. What is the basic machloket on the nature of the kiss?

2. What in the text indicates that this kiss may be other than a normal kiss?

3. What is the role of the dots over the word YNpwn? How are they being used to derive the two views?

4. Inwhat way does a kiss relate to a bite in Hebrew? (consider also the Hebrew for monetary interest and a weapon)

5. Is a kiss always positive?

6. What were the kinds of dangers that Yaakov was worried about before his meeting with Esav?

7. Was Yaakov concerned at the potential spiritual or religious influence of Esav and his culture? If so, how might you prove this from the
text? (see Br32:12)

8. If Esav was a spiritual threat, does this make his kiss less genuine?

9. What is the relevance of something turning to marble. How does this affect its susceptibility to spiritual impurity?

Who's Who?
Sefer Chasidim Judah ben Samuel of Regensburg - Germany, 13C
Radvaz Rav David Ibn Zimra - Spain, E.Y., Egypt 15/16 C

Shitta Mekubetzet =~ Rav Betzalel Ashkenazi - Egypt, 16C
Tosafot Yom Yov Poland, 17C

Nodeh Beyehuda Rav Yechezkael Landau - Poland, 18C
Rabbi Akiva Eiger Germany, 18/19C

Rabbi Yechezkael Landau Rabbi Akiva Eiger
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HANDELMAN - SLAYERS OF MOSES 66 FF
JUGGLER AND THE KING



