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dxezd zexewn

'a - dcb`e yxcn - 44
ohkaurh ,racn ,kkfn

A] THE ORIGINS OF AGGADATA

A1] CHAZAL

1.sunk, vban tren /////rnt huk ic gauvh hcr vsdtuhbhxc vank rntb rcf ucr hbpk ,uruvk sh,g eh,uu shnk,a vn ukhpt 
 s"vq t ruy zh ;s c erp vtp hnkaurh sunk,

2. ch,fs htn :ibjuh hcr rnt tct rc thhj hcr rntu(�y ohrcs)  rvc ofng wv rcs rat ohrcsv kff ovhkguuvtrva snkn - 
 vru, heuses vank tuv lurc ausevohrpux heusesu/// asjk ihsh,g ohrpuxva vnu '

:yh vkhdn

3.,«uj �n �G g �c«G (th:zy ohkv,) ',ufkv 'sunk, 'vban 'tren - vcrv ,ujna ubjna :ohrpux heuses ,usdvu  
wt ekj wc kkf ws rb wt erp rutnv ,rubn

• We saw such sources at the beginning of the course.  What is meant by the idea that Aggadata was given at Sinai?

• Is Aggadata part of a ‘mesora’ and if so who transmitted it?

4. ,usdtu ,ufkv sunk, - ,akuan vban 'ohcu,fu ohthcb vru, - ,akuan vru, :akuan vhv kfvu
 h inhx ur,h ,arp (taru) tnujb, arsn

5.- ohrmn .rt ,t xf,u gsrpmv kg,utcheg hcr 'htb,f /ohrmn .rt kf vtknu vmhrav 'v,hv ,jt gsrpm :rzgkt hcr rnt
lku lh,urcsn vkf ?!vsdv kmt lk vn 'tcheg :vhrzg ic rzgkt hcr uk rnt /ohrmn .rt kf vtknu 'v,hv ,jt gsrpm :rnut

 tc ovu ovk vera 'v,hv ,jt gsrpm !,ukvtu ohgdb kmt
:zx ihrsvbx

• R’ Akiva is the main source of the Mishna and much of the halachic contents of TsbP.  As such he is a critical link in the mesora. What

does this source indicate about the place of Aggadata in that mesora?

6. trndc urnta vzu(/sh vdhdj)wufu ,ukvtu ohgdb kmt lku lh,urcsn vkf vsdv kmt lk vn tcheg vhrzg ic rzgkt hcr vhk rnt 
kmt lk vn uk rnth lhtu vru,v hzru hr,xc uekj vhv htsucu ?!xsrpk xbfba tcheg hcrk if rnuk if,h lht vrutfku
ajbv odp arua tuv ,ukvtu /ktrahc ekj uk ihtu ktrah vbjnk .uj jkuan grumnva vn ubhhv ohgdb ihbg lt ?!!vsdv

 rntnc kkfbv xgf curvu grv kf ie,k tcheg hcr ekju exg vzu /// sucfvu vtbe aruan ovu okugk v,hn thcvavhvh tk
lk t,ht vsdvu /(dh ceg hrpx)ubhcr van ekj vzu 'wwufu rhfn v,t lf lu,na vsdv sunk okugv vhvu rnta hn rhf,a lbumrw 

 rntn arua tuvahfbt trzgk hrhag tuvs vhrzg ic rzgkt hcr vhk rnt vzu /(:zf ,ufrc) t,ht trzgu (:tf ihrsvbx)vhv hutr 
vsdvcu 'grv kf ie,k lekj vza ',ukvtu ohgdb kmt lk uk rnt if kgu wufu van unse tknkt ktrahk ush kg vru, i,bh,a

trzgu v"g ubhcr van ekj vza aurst hfbt
 ,una ,arp ,una ehsm hrp - ihkcukn ivfv eusm wr

• Rav Tzadok HaCohen analyzes this Gemara from a kabbalistic perspective.  What does this indicate concerning the kabbalistic view on

Aggadata? 

• How is Aggadata connected to Ahavat Hashem and Yirat Shamayim?

rev



s�xc2      rabbi@rabbimanning.com          dbhbn ovrct - 5775

A2] GEONIM

7. (zx iutd htv ubhcrvdhdj wpc c,f lf .uck kg vkga vn arus sjt kf tkt 'ov vgunaf utk vsdt hrcs hf ohgsuh uuv iudf

 /lu,j rcs tk 'wrnuk ahwu wraptwovhkg ohfnux iht lfhpk .ohaurhpv i,utc c,f sugu :ov vguna rcs tk ukkv ,uarsnvu
//// rnte okugc wraptw tkt vfkv rcs tku

/sh vdhdj ohbtd rmut

8. (jx iutd trhra cr c,f vsdtu arsn hrenu heuxpn hepbs hkhn hbv - ,usdtv ihbg kg ohr,x ,khdnc kwzuvbhb tbsnut///  

ifk vn ovn iufbvu /// ,usdtv in ihsnk iht urntu vsdt kg ihfnux iht ;ux ihtu 'ovn kceb trenv inu kfav in ezj,na
,usdtk ,kf,u

/sh vdhdj ohbtd rmut

9. uktabu (yxhtv crsunk,c ,ucu,fv ,usdt ihc ah arpv vn  ?sunk,k .uj ,ucu,fv ,usdvk oauca rhxvk ohuumn ubta
iht uac,ah ut ubuufh tk ot 'uc ,ucu,fv ,usdt fwpgtu /uc gceb tka vnn tuv ruujn sunk,c gceba vn kf - chavu
hf 'if ,uagk ubk ah uauca rhxvk ihuumn ubta 'sunk,c gucev kf kct /wvsdt kg ihfnux ihtw tuv kkf hf 'ovhkg lunxk

sunk,c gceb tk arsn uc aha tkuk .vagb 'uauca rhxvk ihtmun ubt iht otu gceb tka vn kct /vfkv ibhta ohrcsf
/lfk ihfhrm ubt iht sunk,c uc ihjhdan ubt iht utk otu 'u,ut ihsnknu iharus tuv vphu iufb ot

(y"x j"x wx s"h vdhdj ihuk n"c r"sk ohbutdv rmut) /sh vdhdj ohbtd rmut

10.hpn thva vumn ihbgc vfkv k"zj unhhea vn kfa ,gsk lk ahu /,gsv kg vkgha vn tkt vbnn sunkk lk ihtu vsdv thv uz
uk inszba vn hpf sjt kf oheuxpc uarhpa vn kct /ubnn gurdk tku uhkg ;hxuvk lk iht vrucdv hpn kcea v"g ubhcr van

ovhkg ihfnux iht rtavu 'o,ut ohsnuk uktv ohaurhpv in ,gsv kg vkgha vn hpku u,gsc vtra vnu
 shdbv ktuna wrk sunk,v tucn

• What is the position of Rav Sherira Gaon, Rav Hai Gaon and Shmuel Hanagid as to the origins and status of Midrashim?

• How do they view the role of Chazal in the formulation of Aggadata?

• How do midrashim in the Talmud differ from those in other collections?

• Incidentally, what is Rav Shmuel Hanagid’s position on halacha miSinai and does that accord with what we learnt in the Rambam?

11. Those parts of aggada that we don’t understand we are not obligated to learn them or to base our service [of God] on them.

However it is clear that they are the foundations of the Torah. [The difference between halakhah and aggada is that] in halakhah

which is practical, we are obligated to do the mitzvot even if we don’t understand them. But aggada, which comes to enlighten the

heart, if it does not shed light for us (because of our limited understandings) we are not obligated to involve ourselves with it until

we merit to reach a high level where we are able to understand it. Furthermore there are great secrets of the Torah hidden in

aggada. Until we reach the level where the secrets of each statement are revealed to us there is no benefit in involving ourselves

with it [aggada] .... This is what Rav Shmuel Ha-Nagid meant when he wrote “You should not learn ... learn only from these

explanations and don’t rely on the rest”.... He is not implying that only those [that you understand] are true and the rest are

fantasies – Heaven forbid!  Rather it must be as we said, that we shouldn’t rely on them because we won’t be able to serve God in

our hearts based on them unless we understand them. Also the [true] meaning of those statements is a secret and is hidden from

us

(353-4) ws uvhktn c,fn

• How is Rav Dessler reading the Gaonim?

• Why is he reading them this way?  
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A3] RISHONIM

12. rnuk vmur - arsn trebv hahka rpx ubk ah suguabu"nra (SERMONS)  vaghu iundvv sungh oga unfiunrain sjtu '
tk jhanva uc,fa ohnfj ubk ahu /ehzh tk uc ihnth tka hnu 'cuy uc ihntha hn rpxv vzu  /uc,fu ubhgc cuy vhv ohgnuav
/// wvsdv rpxw u,ut ihrue ubt sugu  /icrujv ouhn skuba rnta vnc rpxv vzc ihntn hbht fwg //// .ev inzk cure ,g sg skuh

//// urhcjk shdn osta ohrcs tkt ibhta kwr
(308 wng wt lrf iwcnrv hc,f) yk jufhuv rpx iwcnr

• The Ramban said this as part of his disputation with the Church in order to argue on who is the real Messiah.  Did he mean this as a

general statement about Midrash?

• If you have time at the end see the footnote in the R’ Chavel edition of the Ramban (source 19 below).  R’ Chavel brings different views on

whether the Ramban was saying this just for the Christian audience or whether he is reflecting a genuine position in the Rishonim on

midrash 

13. vsdtc ihchan ihta ,gsh rcfu ,usdtu ,utren hyuap ka ,uhtrc ,uhuk, ,ubuntv hrehg iht
 t sung vb ;s ,ca ,fxn hrhtnk vrhjcv ,hc

skip this source for now and come back to it at the end of you have time

14. 'sunk,v tcuva arsv rnukf vzv hghcrv ihbgvu ////,uchaj ke tuva cuajk ihtvkusd ,hkf,k tuv hf 'vygn u,kgu,a ut '
cuyvn ovn icuh ,uarsv o,utc ehngn iuhg ihhugh ota hpk /ohtkpbv ohbhbgvu oheungv ohznrv in kkuf tuva vnc 'stn
rat kffu gsnv habt urh,xv rat kff ohh,nt ohbhbgu ohhektv ohbhbgv in ovn ukd,hu 'ubnn vkgnk ihta vn ykjunv

/ubnn vkgnk ihta vn kfaunv sdb ovc tmn, oyuapc ovc yhc,afu /ovh,urus ohpuxukhpv uc ukf

gmu, uku 'okugk ovh,uck urtuh tk rat ohkhxfv hbhg guak odu 'ohsnukv ,bcv rrugk sjtv 'ohtkpb ohbhbgk lf uagu
hsf sg oka okfa ihta hpk 'sux ovk ihkdn iht urnt ovc tmuhf kga 'ogcy iurxj hpf vhkgn ohyux uhv ,ntv ovhbpk
obhtu 'osnkk rapta vnn obht vkt ohbhbg hf ///// vru, hr,x vzn vz ohrh,xn uhv v"g ohnfjvu /vhruc kg ,ntv kcek
unmg rhafva hrjt uhbpk humra hn ck kgn lxnv wv rhxv otu 'ohr,xb ohznr ohrpxc ovhkg ohznur tkt 'ohcrc oharsb

/// /ukfa jf hpk ovn ihch ohsunkc

ugsh ,unkak o,gs ghd,afa hsf 'ohbyev ohrgbvu ohabv kukfk hsf kanu vshj lrsc tkt if,h tk ohcrk sunkva sugu
rcs ovhrcsn uk inszb ota ostk hutr ifku /znrc ohhektv ohbhbgc v"g ohnfj urcs lf ouanu //// 'ohkanv o,ut ihbg
uyuapa ovhkann kan vtrhafu /ukfak iurxjv xjhh tkt ohrcsv o,utk iurxjv xjhh tka u,gs hpk kfaunv sdb tuva
hpk /eujhrv ,hkf,c ohh,ntv ohrcsv kf ukmt uagba sg 'ihbgv ihcv tka lf kg stn rgymvk uk hutr u,bhcn stn eujr
vz ost kfa vhvh lf 'rjt ost dznn r,uh gmunnk cureu cuy vz ost dzna unfu 'ohdznv hkscvf ohkscb ost hbc hkfaa
vzu kgupc kfa vza hpk 'ihbgv u,ut gsh tka hn kfaf cdab ihbg gsha hn kfa ihta epx ihtu /rjt ost kfan okau iufb
lrg hpf ',ugbnbv rsdc ov rjt kmtu ',hkf,c ohrurcu ohbufb ov ohnhhuxn ohabt kmta ohrcs ah lfhpku /jfc kfa

/vnfjc o,kgn
 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

C] CASE STUDY 1 : THE PARADOX OF THE NAZIR - A HOLY SINNER

15. wv&k rh³(Z&h*r +J-t o ¹(n/H &v ,t¸«k 3n*s &g «u ·Jt«r*k &g r´«c-g&h*t«k r &g­&T «u ºr 3z(b r+ś+b Æh :n3h*k/Fvº�h �v�h J �«s �e«u <Jt«r r¬&g 3G g &r­+P k¬:S&D 

v:u rcsnc 

16. r¬+J-t :n uh º/k/g ŕ +P (f 3u ////J�p·�B �v k�g t#�y �j///// 

th:u rcsnc 

rev



s�xc4      rabbi@rabbimanning.com          dbhbn ovrct - 5775

17.rnuk sunk, vn :rnut hcrc rpev rzgkt hcr :thb,s 'tb, htv hf rcx /tyuj treb ,hbg,c cauhv kf :ktuna rntuhkg rpfu 
apbv kg tyj ratntkt unmg rghm tka vz vnu :rnuju ke ohrcs tkvu 'ihhv in unmg rghma tkt ?vz tyj apb vzhtc hfu '

 ihhv intyuj treb :rnut rzgkt hcr !vnfu vnf ,jt kg - rcsu rcs kfn unmg rgmnv 'ause treb rntba 'ksd vhvh ause
uatr rga grp !vnfu vnf ,jt kg - rcs kfn unmg rgmnv 'ause treb sjt rcsn tkt unmg rghm tka vz vnu /

 /th ,hbg,

• What do the expressions ‘choteh’ and ‘kadosh’ actually mean (literally and figuratively)?

• Is it ‘good’ or ‘bad’ to become a Nazir?

18.uh,umuueu htur cuyu ohbhg vph oursv in hkt tca 'sjt ostn .uj tny rhzb oat h,kft tk hnhn :ehsmv iugna rnt

ohn cutak h,fkvu 'hrhgc hctk h,hhv vgur :hk rnt ?vz vtb rga ,jak ,htr vn 'hbc :uk h,rnt 'ohk,k, uk ,urusx

vtd,n v,t vn hbpn !vehr :uk h,rnt 'okugv in hbsruyk aehcu hkg hrmh zjpu 'hka vtuccc h,kf,xbu ihhgnv in

ucrh l,unf :uk h,rnt 'uatr kg uh,eabu h,sng !whnak ljkdta 'vsucgv ?wgku,u vnr ,uhvk lpuxa 'lka ubhta okugc

 wvk rhzvk rhzb rsb rusbk thkph hf aht :rnut cu,fv lhkg 'ktrahc ohrhzb

:s rhzb

19. In Greek mythology, Narcissus was a hunter from the territory of Thespiae in Boeotia who was renowned for his beauty .... He was

exceptionally proud, in that he disdained those who loved him. Nemesis noticed this behavior and attracted Narcissus to a pool, where

he saw his own reflection in the water and fell in love with it, not realizing it was merely an image. Unable to leave the beauty of his

reflection, Narcissus drowned. Narcissus is the origin of the term narcissism, a fixation with oneself.  ..... An earlier version ascribed to

the poet Parthenius of Nicaea, composed around 50 BC, was recently rediscovered among the Oxyrhynchus papyri at Oxford.[3] Like

Ovid's version, it ends with Narcissus committing suicide. A version by Conon, a contemporary of Ovid, also ends in suicide (Narrations,

24). .... Narcissus walked by a pool of water and decided to drink some. He saw his reflection, became entranced by it, and killed

himself because he could not have his object of desire.

from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narcissus_(mythology) 

• Which came first historically - the Midrash or the Greek myth?

• When did Shimon HaTzadik live and what was is connection with the culture of Greece?

• How does the story of the Nazir end differently to that of Narcissus?  Why is that difference SO important to the Kulturkampf  between

‘Athens and Jerusalem’    

• Could Chazal have utilized the parable as a vehicle for this idea?  Why would they have?

D] CASE STUDY 2 : THE STAFF IN THE GARDEN OR THE SWORD IN THE STONE?

20.oau oak jbu jbk urxn lubju lubjk urxn ostu isg idn iuatrv ostk rxnb ,uanav ihc trcba vynv u,ut wnut huk wr
vb,b u,hc ukkau ;xuh ,naf 'ubc ;xuhk urxnu ohrmnk u,ut shruv ceghu ceghk ejmhu 'ejmhk ovrctu ovrctk urxn
uthcvu ujeku uckc u,ut snju uhkg rat ,u,utv ,tu vynv ,t vtru ohrmn hnuyrjn sjt ur,h vhvu vgrp ka ihrykpc

,hc ka idv lu,c ugybuvynv ,t vtru ur,h ka u,hc idk xbfb u,hc lu,k van tcaf 'sug uhkt crek kufh ost vhv tku u
,t uk i,b lfhpk 'ohrmnn ktrah ,t kutdk sh,g vz rntu vank ur,h vtru 'ujeku ush ;kau uhkg rat ,u,utv ,t treu

 vatk u,c vrupm
 yk erp "cruj" - (rdhv) rzghkt hcrs herp

• Pirkei de R’ Eliezer is attributed to R’ Eliezer who lived in the 2C.  It was finally complied no later than the Geonic Period (c 9C).  it also

appears in a slightly different form in the Targum Yonatan, which may be even earlier

• The Arthurian legend of the Sword in the Stone first appears in the Mabinogion - a 12C compilation of earlier Celtic oral traditions

• What does this midrash have in common with other narratives of redemption.  Consider the relationship between Yitro as wise advisor to

the Moshe, the young redeemer and where this is (lehavdil) echoed in other literary forms and stories up to the present day   

rev
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E] THE 32 MIDDOT

21.vag vsdvc hkhkdv hxuh hcr ka ubc rzghkt hcr ka uhrcs tmun v,ta ouen kf :iugna wrc rzgkt hcr ouan ibjuh hcr rnt
 ,xfrptf lhbzt

 /yp ihkuj

• Note that the 32 Middot of R’ Eliezer b’ R’ Yosei can be found printed in the back of the standard Vilna Shas Brachot (after the Mevo

HaTalmud). See also attached sheet.  

22.r</m/h r¬+J-t o­/s /t</v*, +t o º/J o +Ǵ/H &u o +s ·+E (n i +s­:g 3C*i&D ohe«kDt wv g º&Y(H &u
 j:c ,hatrc

23. - osen (j) (zf:t khgk) c,f rcf hrv rnt, otu /idv ,t gyb isg ka ujrzncostv ,t ohvkt trchu 'wudu wr ka t,hhrcc h,htr
,arsb vru,va ,usn oh,au ohaukan hkhkdv hxuh wr ka ubc rzghkt /wiuatr ka uyrp tuv vagn uhrjtka kkfw :ivn ,jt uzu 'trchu

ostv ,t arhpu rzj /uhagn o,xu ifhvn u,thrc o,x 'kkf uvz - wudu ohvkt wv rmhhuuhkg kphu 'isg idc uvjhbhu 'isg id uk jnmhu '
//// iuatr ka uyrp tkt ubhtu 'rjt vagn tuva rucx gnuav /vnsr,

oa h"ar

24. //// h,tmn ,usn c"kc ifu
 /d ,uhruv h"ar

ADDITIONAL SOURCES

• Start to read the Rambam’s comments on the 3 groups of people relating to Aggada - attached

25.

   

(308 wng wc lrf iwcnrv hc,f) yk jufhuv rpx iwcnr

F]
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Who’s Who?

Mevo HaTalmud R’ Shmuel HaNagid - Spain, 11C
Rashi R’ Shlomo ben Yitzchak - France, 11C
Rambam R’ Moshe ben Maimon - Spain/N. Africa, 12C
Ramban R’ Moshe ben Nachman - Spain/Eretz Yisrael, 13C
Meiri R’ Menachem Meiri - Spain, 13/14C
Menorat HaMeor R’ Isaac Abuhav - Spain, 14C
R’ Tzaddok HaKohen Lublin, Poland, 19C
R’ Eliyahu Dessler Lithuania/England/Israel, 20C

 
                  R’ Eliyahu Dessler
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