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» We saw such sources at the beginning of the course. What is meant by the idea that Aggadata was given at Sinai?
* Is Aggadata part of a ‘mesora’ and if so who transmitted it?
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¢ R’ Akiva is the main source of the Mishna and much of the halachic contents of TsbP. As such he is a critical link in the mesora. What
does this source indicate about the place of Aggadata in that mesora?
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* Rav Tzadok HaCohen analyzes this Gemara from a kabbalistic perspective. What does this indicate concerning the kabbalistic view on
Aggadata?
* How is Aggadata connected to Ahavat Hashem and Yirat Shamayim?
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* What is the position of Rav Sherira Gaon, Rav Hai Gaon and Shmuel Hanagid as to the origins and status of Midrashim?
* How do they view the role of Chazal in the formulation of Aggadata?
* How do midrashim in the Talmud differ from those in other collections?
* Incidentally, what is Rav Shmuel Hanagid’s position on halacha miSinai and does that accord with what we learnt in the Rambam?

11. Those parts of aggada that we don’t understand we are not obligated to learn them or to base our sewice [of God] on them.
However it is clear that they are the foundations of the Torah. [The difference between halakhah and aggada is that] in halakhah
which is practical, we are obligated to do the mitzvot even if we don’t understand them. But aggada, which comes to enlighten the
heart, if it does not shed light for us (because of our limited understandings) we are not obligated to involve ourselves with it until
we merit to reach a high level where we are able to understand it. Furthermore there are great secrets of the Torah hidden in
aggada. Until we reach the level where the secrets of each statement are revealed to us there is no benefit in involving ourselves
with it [aggada] .... This is what Rav Shmuel Ha-Nagid meant when he wrote “You should not learn ... learn only from these
explanations and don't rely on the rest”.... He is not implying that only those [that you understand] are true and the rest are
fantasies - Heaven forbid! Rather it must be as we said, that we shouldn’t rely on them because we won'’t be able to serve God in
our hearts based on them unless we understand them. Also the [true] meaning of those statements is a secret and is hidden from
us
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* How is Rav Dessler reading the Gaonim?
* Why is he reading them this way?

rev




5775 - )N ONIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 3 “'oa

A3] RISHONIM

P TRNY, )97 DV PNOINN TIY DYW 1D (SERMONS) E2707¢ 110 N - WITH NIPIN SOV 19D 1Y ¥ T 12.
ND MPYNNY IANIY DMION ND YN . KD 1T PN ROV D), 10 12 PHNOY I 190N N IANIN DY 10 7PN DIYNIWUN
TN 90 IMN PIP NN TN .J2INN DM TONY IMNRY 132 I90N M PONNDOPN 'Y ... \PN YR P Ny Ty TO»

e YAND THN DTRY DT RON JIPRY D'

(308 'Y 'N 799 1’2090 *2N3) VY MN 190 Y2
* The Ramban said this as part of his disputation with the Church in order to argue on who is the real Messiah. Did he mean this as a
general statement about Midrash?
* If you have time at the end see the footnote in the R’ Chavel edition of the Ramban (source 19 below). R’ Chavel brings different views on
whether the Ramban was saying this just for the Christian audience or whether he is reflecting a genuine position in the Rishonim on
midrash
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skip this source for now and come back to it at the end of you have time
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C] CASE STUDY 1 : THE PARADOX OF THE NAZIR - A HOLY SINNER
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* What do the expressions ‘choteh’ and ‘kadosh’ actually mean (literally and figuratively)?
* Is it ‘good’ or ‘bad’ to become a Nazir?
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19. In Greek mythology, Narcissus was a hunter from the territory of Thespiae in Boeotia who was renowned for his beauty .... He was
exceptionally proud, in that he disdained those who loved him. Nemesis noticed this behavior and attracted Narcissus to a pool, where
he saw his own reflection in the water and fell in love with it, not realizing it was merely an image. Unable to leave the beauty of his
reflection, Narcissus drowned. Narcissus is the origin of the term narcissism, a fixation with oneself. ..... An earlier version ascribed to
the poet Parthenius of Nicaea, composed around 50 BC, was recently rediscovered among the Oxyrhynchus papyri at Oxford.[3] Like
Ovid's version, it ends with Narcissus committing suicide. A version by Conon, a contemporary of Ovid, also ends in suicide (Narrations,
24). .... Narcissus walked by a pool of water and decided to drink some. He saw his reflection, became entranced by it, and killed
himself because he could not have his object of desire.

from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narcissus_(mythology)
* Which came first historically - the Midrash or the Greek myth?
* When did Shimon HaTzadik live and what was is connection with the culture of Greece?
* How does the story of the Nazir end differently to that of Narcissus? Why is that difference SO important to the Au/turkampf between
‘Athens and Jerusalem’
* Could Chazal have utilized the parable as a vehicle for this idea? Why would they have?

D] CASE STUDY 2 : THE STAFF IN THE GARDEN OR THE SWORD IN THE STONE?
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* Pirkei de R’ Eliezer is attributed to R’ Eliezer who lived in the 2C. It was finally complied no later than the Geonic Period (c 9C). it also
appears in a slightly different form in the Targum Yonatan, which may be even earlier
* The Arthurian legend of the Sword in the Stone first appears in the Mabinogion - a 12C compilation of earlier Celtic oral traditions
* What does this midrash have in common with other narratives of redemption. Consider the relationship between Yitro as wise advisor to
the Moshe, the young redeemer and where this is (lehavdil) echoed in other literary forms and stories up to the present day
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* Note that the 32 Middot of R’ Eliezer b’ R’ Yosei can be found printed in the back of the standard Vilna Shas Brachot (after the Mevo
HaTalmud). See also attached sheet.
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F] ADDITIONAL SOURCES

* Start to read the Rambam’s comments on the 3 groups of people relating to Aggada - attached
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Who's Who?
Mevo HaTalmud
Rashi

Rambam
Ramban

Meiri

Menorat HaMeor
R’ Tzaddok HaKohen
R" Eliyahu Dessler

R" Shmuel HaNagid - Spain, 11C

R’ Shlomo ben Yitzchak - France, 11C

R" Moshe ben Maimon - Spain/N. Africa, 12C

R" Moshe ben Nachman - Spain/Eretz Yisrael, 13C
R" Menachem Meiri - Spain, 13/14C

R’ Isaac Abuhav - Spain, 14C

Lublin, Poland, 19C

Lithuania/England/Israel, 20C

R’ Eliyahu Dessler
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