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A] DEFINING MIDRASH

* Midrash - any teaching derived from a verse of Torah Shebichtav

* Mishna - halachic detail or principles NOT usually specifically linked with a verse

* Midrash Halacha - halachic detail or principles so derived from a verse

* Midrash Agadda - a non-halachic concept so derived from a verse and then expounded upon

» Aggada(ta) - a general term applied to all non-halachic passages found in Chazal, often referring specifically to those included in the
Bavli. Aggadata need NOT be derived specifically from a verse. Midrash Aggada is a subset of Aggada.:

B] THE NATURE OF AGGADATA

B1] CHAZAL - AGGADATA AS A SOURCE OF HASHKAFA

1. The purview of Aggadata, on the other hand, is the Jewish world of ideas. Primarily it deals with the principles of faith, the
philosophy, and the ethical ideas of Judaism. In addition it includes all those interpretations of Biblical verses and stories which
are unrelated to Halacha expositions of the importance of the mitzvos and the rewards and punishments that they entail; stories
from the lives of the righteous, lessons in character training and even, sometimes, what appears to be practical advice on worldly
matters such as business and personal health

Rav Aharon Feldman, The Juggler and the King - An Overview of Aggadata p. xx
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* In what way does Aggadata bring a person to Yirat Shamayim?

* What do feel should be the appropriate balance of Chochma and Yirat Shamayim?
* In what way is Halacha a ‘weapon’ and Aggadata ‘muscle’?
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* What is the difference between Chochma and Bina?

* |n what way does Aggadata lead to Bina?

1. N.B. Aggada and Midrash Aggada are often colloquially called ‘Midrash(im)’ as in ‘The Midrash Says’ books. This is technically incorrect
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* What is the symbol of the apple tree? What else happened under the apple tree? How is this related to the concept of ‘deveikut’ that we
saw above in source 2?
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* What is the mashal here? How do the jewels on the dress compare to the needles used to sew the dress? Which are more important?
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* What part of the brain/neshama does Aggada come from?

9. .. words of reproof, good traits, fine attitudes, and polite behavior. It teaches us the wisdom of religion with purity and the
principles of faith, the unity of God etc, to bring our hearts close to seving God with holiness and purity

Beit Aharon Vol 1 204-5

B2] GEONIM - AGGADATA AS NON-HALACHIC, NON-BINDING MATERIAL
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B3] RAMBAM - AGGADATA AS PHILOSOPHY

13. Aggada can, in a way, be seen as the ‘philosophical literature’ of the rabbinic period

Joseph Heinemann - ‘Nature of Aggada’ Midrash and Literature (1986) Hartman G.H. and Budick S.

* What is the role of philosophy in Jewish thought? Were Chazal philosophers?
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16. Know that the many sciences devoted to establishing the truth regarding these matters that have existed in our religious
community have perished because of the length of the time that has passed, because of our being dominated by the pagan
nations, and because, as we have made clear, it is not permitted to divulge these matters to all people. ....... You already know
that even the legalistic science of law was not put down in writing in the olden times because of the precept which is widely known
in the nation: Words that | have communicated to you orally, you are not allowed to put down in writing. ....

Now if there was insistence that the legalistic science of law should not, in view of the harm that would be caused by such a
procedure, be perpetuated in a written compilation accessible to all the people, all the more could none of the mysteries of the
Torah have been set down in writing and be made accessible to the people. On the contrary they were transmitted by a few men
belonging to the elite to a few of the same kind, just as | made clear to you from their saying: The mysteries of the Torah may only
be transmitted to a counsellor, wise in crafts, and so on. This was the cause that necessitated the disappearance of these great
roots of knowledge from the nation. Eg I Wi ind with regard em anything except slight indicati and pointe
rring in the Talm nd the Midrashim. These are, as it were, a few grains belonging to the core, which are overlaid by many
layers of rind, so that people were occupied with these layers of rind and thought that beneath them there was no core whatever

Moreh Nevuchim I:71°
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B4] ACHARONIM - AGGADATA AS KABBALA AND MYSTICISM
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* Where does Midrash come from?
* Does it develop over time?

2. Translation Shlomo Pines edition (Chicago, 1963)
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* |sita problem that the world of Torah study is far less focused these days on Aggadata? If so, why?
* What could/should be done about this?

C] THE PURPOSE AND POWER OF THE MASHAL
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* What is the purpose of mashal?
* Do you feel that the mashal communicates ‘truth’ better or worse than a description of the relevant issue itself?
* What are the two types of access that ‘mashal’ gives us to the Torah. What is the intention of the two mashalim about the box and the
well?
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* In what way is midrash not only part of the message but also the medium too?
* What is it about midrash that appeals to people?
* Why do you think some people do NOT like midrash?

23. Underlying all of these rabbinic reading strategies is a common underlying assumption about the biblical texts, and perhaps texts
in general, that is quite different from modern conventional wisdom. We tend to think of texts as containing specific
meanings. The act of reading a text is then the process of decoding this meaning and revealing it to ourselves and others. The
rabbis do not understand the process of reading the Bible in this way. For them, the text contains only the potential for
meaning. In their view, in reading the biblical text we actually generate meaning from out of the raw material that is the Bible. In
principle, any given verse can produce infinite meaning. Indeed, Chazal tend to seek as much meaning as possible from each and
every verse. This does not of course mean that the biblical text may mean anything we want it to. Quite the contrary, only rabbis
who are trained in the traditions and ways of Midrash know the proper way to “grow” the meaning of the text.

Reading Midrash Aggada® - Shiur #1 - Dr. Moshe Simon-Shoshan - VBM Torah
* Can text really generate ‘infinite’ meaning? If so, why can’t it mean anything we want it to?
* Who decides what a text actually means?

3. http://www.vbm-torah.org/archive/midrash69/01midrash.htm
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Who's Who?

R’ Sherira Gaon 10/11C, Bavel

R’ Hai Gaon 10/11C, Bavel

Mevo HaTalmud R" Shmuel HaNagid - 11C, Spain

Rambam R" Moshe ben Maimon - 12C, Spain/N. Africa

Radvaz R’ David ibn Zimram - 15/16C, Spain/Israel

Netivot Olam Maharal - R” Yehuda Loew ben Betzalel - 16/17C, Prague
R" Eliyahu Dessler 20C, Lithuania/England/Israel

R’ Aharon Feldman Contemporary, Ner Yisrael Baltimore, US

Rav Aharon Feldman Rav Eliyahu Dessler



