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dxezd zexewn

'b - mipxeqnde dxeqnd - 42
ohkaurh ,racn ,kkfn

In shiur 40 we saw the Rambam’s 8th Ikar, which makes 2 different statements:-

Our current Sefer Torah is exactly the same as the one given to Moshe Rabbeinu.

Every passuk in the Torah comes from G-d.  Not one letter was added by Moshe or any subsequent Navi. 

Shiurim 40 and 41 have explored those statements and we are left with questions, which will hopefully be resolved in this shiur:-

On the first statement, there seem to be many sources, in Chazal, Rishonim and Acharonim, that we are not 100% sure of every letter in

the Torah, in particular when it comes to ‘chaser’ and ‘malei’.  What level of accuracy are we left with today and what defines a

‘halachic’ Sefer Torah?

On the second statement, the Rambam’s position is certainly the overwhelmingly mainstream approach, both halachically and

hashkafically.  However we have yet to resolve the statements of the Ibn Ezra on the wrag ohbav suxw

I] THE CONTEMPORARY TORAH TEXT

A] RISHONIM

A1] Rashi

1.  k �t �r �G�h h�b �C�k �t W �,«ut v�U �m�t r �J�t�k�F , �t , s�g �v i«ur�t�k �g r �J�t oh �c  r �F �v h�b �J ih �C �n , �r«P �F �v k �g �n W �T �t h �T �r �C �s �u o �J W�k h �T �s �g«ub �u
 cf:vf ,una

2.u ktrah hbc kt l,ut vumt rat kf ,t -//// trenc vcrv uvunfu 'vkpyu vrh,h uz u"hu hrv
oa h"ar

It is clear from a number of places in Rashi on Chumash that he was working from a very slightly different text1

A2] Rambam

There are slight differences between the Codices and, by the time of the Rambam, these differences, together with general laxness in

copying standards, lead to a lowering of standards in Sifrei Torah 

3.,uju,pv ghsuvk ihrcjnu ihc,ufa ,ruxnv hkgc ifu 'ukt ohrcsc h,htra ohrpxv kfc kusd aucha h,htra hpku
,unu,xv vru,v ,uharp kf vbv cu,fk h,htr 'ovhkg ihfnuxa ohrpxv ,eukjnc ukt ohrcsc ohekjb ,unu,xvu
gushv rpxv tuv ukt ohrcsc uhkg ubfnxa rpxu 'ovn vhdvku ohrpxv kf ovhkg ie,k hsf ,urhav ,rumu ,uju,pvu
hpk ihfnux kfv uhv uhkgu ohrpxv ubnn vhdvk ohba vnfn ohkaurhc vhva ohrpx ohragu vgcrt kkuf tuva ohrmnc

 u,fkvf h,c,fa vru,v rpxc h,fnx uhkgu ueh,gva unf ,ucr ohngp uvhdvu vcrv ohba uc esesu rat ic uvhdva
 s vfkv j erp vru, rpxu vzuznu ihkhp, ,ufkv o"cnr

• Which text did the Rambam choose to rely upon to fix the exact correct text of the Chumash?2

• In what way does the Rambam’s approach to fixing the text differ from that we have seen so far? 

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

1. See Breishit 25:6 where the Artscroll commentary is happy to state that Rashi was working off a different text of the Chumash, Shemot 25:22, Bereishit 11:32 and Devarim 1:13

2. See the Companion Volume to the Tanach based on the Aleppo Codes produced by the Hebrew University, in particular p37 ff
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A3] R’ Meir Abulafia (‘Rama’)

A major leader of Spanish Jewry in the 1100’s, the Rama3 analyzed as many Torah scrolls as he could find and followed the principle of

majority to create a definitive master text of the Torah. This text became the standard for all Spanish communities and was widely

disseminated by the soferim of the day. He also wrote the book Mesoret Syag la-Torah which contains the rules for setting the text of the

Torah.  All Ashkenazi and Sefardi (but not Yemenite) Torah scrolls today can be traced back to the standard text created by Rabbi Abulafia.

This is not based on ‘historical’ cross-reference to the Codices but on the principle of ‘majority’

A4] Minhag Teiman

The Yemenites use a very slightly different version of the Torah with a few changed letters4  

B] SHULCHAN ARUCH

4. ///// ,rjt vru, rpx ihthmun 'vthre ,gac ,"xc ,ugy tmnb otkct 'rund ,ugy tmnba teus 'rjt ihthmuns tvu ///// :vdv
ihta 'ejsv ,gacu //// raf r,uh vhvh ,rjtva rntba lf kf ohehhusn ubka vru, rpx ihta 'rjt thmuvk iht ,ur,hu ,urhxj ouan

 ihkxup ahu 'uhkg lrcku rucmc uc ,urek ahs t"h 'ube,k kufha hn oa ihtu kuxp ,"x er rucmk
 s ;hgx dne inhx vru, rpx ,thre ,ufkv ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

• What is the psak of the Rema as to the accuracy of our Sifrei Torah today?

C] MIKRAOT GEDOLOT

• Produced in 1517/18 as the Biblia Rabbinica under the supervision of Yaakov ben Hayyim ibn Adonijah

• Based on the manuscripts that he had in his possesion, largely modelled on the Allepo Codex

• Printed by Daniel Bomberg in Venice

• Used as a base text for the King James Authorised Version in 1611  

• First edition was edited by Felix Pratensis, who shortly after the printing became an apostate and converted to Roman Catholicism. Ibn

Adonijah also later converted to Christianity!

• Errors in the original print were later corrected by talmidei chachamim in sefarim such as:-

• The Or Torah (R’ Menachem Lonzano - Italy/Jerusalem, 16C)

• The Minchat Shai (R’ Yedidyah Norzi - Italy, 16C)

• Later corrections were often based substantially on the works of the Rama - see above

• Various 20C new versions of Mikraot Gedolot were produced,  such as the Torat Chaim (Mossad HaRav) and Chorev editions

D] ACHARONIM

5.vkyc ibcrsn whpt f"t a"trvu ohbutdv uc,fa y"vn ukt ,urusk htrunt hnhca ohbuatr ,urus ihc hdukptk tfhts iuhfu
tkt chhjk ubk ihtu y"vn uz g"n kyc,b z"vzcu /,urh,hu ,urxjc ohthec ubt ihts iuhf ///// ukkv ,urusc ,"x ,ch,f ,umn
,t ruypk ,me smk ah y"vnu  ////z"vzc tk kct ohnfjv hnhc tkt a"k z"f ktrahn vru, jf,ah tka hsf ,", ,umn ouan

hrndk ,"x ,ch,f ,umnn vzv inzc ohabv
 uk inhx (,ubah) vhrt ,dta ,"ua

3. Not to be confused with R’ Moshe Isserlis in 16C Poland - the Rema 

4. Gen. 4:13 tabn hbug kusd   (The word tabn is written without a vav); Gen. 7:11 ,bhgn kf ugecb (The word ,bhgn  is written without a vav); Gen. 9:29 jb hnh kf uhvhu  (The word uhvhu is written

with an additional vav); Gen. 41:46 ,jt vch, grphyup kf; Exo. 25:31 vrubnv vag, (The word vag, is written without a yod); Exo. 28:26 sptv rcg kt  (The word sptv is written without

a vav); Lev. 7:23 ckj kf ,arp  (This section is written as an "Open Section"); Lev. 10:28 chrenv ,arp (This is neither a "Closed" nor an "Open" Section); Num. 1:17 ,nac  uceb rat

(The word ,nac is written without a vav); Num. 10:10  ofhasj hatrcu (The word  ofhasj is written with a yod); Num. 22:5 rgc ic ogkc (The word  ogkc is written without a vav); Num.

25:12 ouka h,hrc (The letter vav in ouka is written as all other vavs and not split); Deut. 22:2 tfs gump  (The word tfs is written with an "aleph"); Gen. 8: 1 rpx vz (The letter samach is

written large); Exo. 34:7 (The letter "nun" in rmb is written in an ordinary size); Lev. 6:2  (The letter mem in vseun is written in an ordinary size); Num. 25:11 (The letter yud in xjbhp is

written in an ordinary size); Deut. 11: 21(The letter sadi in .rtv kg is written large); Deut. 23: 7 rupm ie (The letter "kof" is large); Deut. 33: 29 ktrah lhrat (The letter "aleph" in  lhrat

is written large); Deut. 32: 1-ff. The song "Ha'azinu" is written in sixty-seven lines, as ruled by the Rambam
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• According to the Sha’agat Aryeh, why is there no mitzvah today to write a Sefer Torah?

6.tmnbu rxj tuv vza vruxnc aurhpc rtucna iudf /vruxnc lphvv rtucna ouenc ,ur,hu ,urxjc ,ugy tmnb ot kta ratu
ihta vn hf ,rjt thmuvk ihta vtrb /,rjt ihthmunu ,ugy tuv htsu f"t vruxnc aurhpc rtucna iuhf ibhrnt ot tkn rpxc
rxj ohc,uf ubka ohrpuxva ;t ibhahhju ohthec ubt iht ubjbta ,ugy vz iht hkuta ogyv iht ,ur,hu ,urxj khcac ,rjt ihthmun
rjtv rpxc oda rcsv cure ouen kfn itf tuv ,ugy htsua ;t tuv ogyv kct /tuv if tk /tkn ,uhvk hutr itfu ,ugy hkut

 vzv rpxc vthrev rundk urh,v ifku lphvk ut tkn ouenc rxj ,ugy uc vhvh thmuna
jge inhx vgs vruh - tbhhb, trusvn vsuvhc gsub ,"ua

• According to the Nodeh Beyehudah why do we not take another sefer, if we find a malei/chaser mistake in the first?  Is it due to an

inherent lake of certainty as to the correct text, or a presumption of other similar errors in the second sefer? Does he agree with the Sha’gat

Aryeh’s basic position?

7. In his work, “The Aleppo Codex and the Accepted Text of the Torah”, Dr. Breuer describes his years of meticulous research and discusses

his conclusions in attempting to demonstrate the scientific usefulness of the eclectic process. In fact, Dr. Breuer's purpose was to

demonstrate that a single Mesorah already existed in the years prior to the RaMaH, even though the RaMaH did not have such a

Mesorah at his disposal. (The existence of such a single Mesorah is flatly rejected by many academicians.) 

Dr. Breuer began by selecting four texts of ancient origin to compare and contrast in his study. Each of these texts predates the RaMaH.

The texts were all of the type written by the Tiberian Masorites (as opposed to the Babylonian Masorites) yet clearly differed from each

other in certain significant formatting areas, indicating that they were not copied from an immediate common source. In addition, he

included the text of the Mikra'ot Gedolot of Yaakov ben Chaim, printed in Venice, 1525. (It should be noted that the orthography of

these 5 texts differed widely from one another, in one case by more than 200 letters from the others.) Using the eclectic process, he

suggested that if a broad majority of 4 out of 5 texts (and not just 3 of the 5) agreed with each other, it could be assumed that the fifth,

inconsistent text was a copyist’s error. His results were startling. There are 304,805 letters in the Torah. All five texts were in total

agreement in all but about 220 letters. Of these, all but 20 were resolved by a majority of at least 4 texts against 1! Of the 20 remaining

conflicts, Dr. Breuer was able to clarify all but 6 by applying another Masorite method, that of carefully studying thousands of early

Masoretic notes (a broader topic similar in style to the eclectic process). These final 6 he was not able to clarify because three of the

Torahs presented one spelling, while the remaining two presented another. It was apparent that nearly all of the inconsistencies

between the Torahs were caused by copyists errors, and not by Masoretic uncertainties.

Next, the resultant ‘eclectic’ text was compared with the RaMaH's text (i.e., our present text). It was found that the RaMaH differed in but

6 places from the eclectic. That is, the margin of uncertainty of our Torah scrolls is probably not more than 12 (out of 304,805!5) letters

-- the 6 indeterminate ones, plus the six in which the RaMaH's text differed from Dr. Breuer's eclectic! When he compared the results of

his experiment with the Teimani text (which, as we mentioned, is probably identical to that of Ben Asher), the results were even more

startling. The texts were in perfect agreement! Their margin of uncertainty may be no more than 6 letters6! Equally amazing is that all the

above mentioned differences involve Vavs and Yuds, which do not affect the meaning of the word at all. (As for the remaining six

uncertainties in Dr. Breuer's eclectic survey, in three of the instances the RaMaH and Teimani texts agreed with the 3-against-2 majority

text. In the other three cases, the RaMaH and Teimani texts were themselves split over the same variant spellings as were the

pre-RaMaH texts. In total, that means that the Teimani text differs from the RaMaH's text in but 9 letters -- see endnotes for details.)

Rabbi Dovid Lichtman - see www.torah-code.org/controversy/THE_ACCURACY_OF_OUR_WRITTEN_TORAH.pdf

E] FURTHER READING

• Fixing God’s Torah - Rabbi Dr. B. Barry Levi (YU, Brown) www.amazon.com/Fixing-Gods-Torah-Accuracy-Hebrew/dp/019514113X  

• Rabbinic Midrash As Evidence for Textual Variants in the Hebrew Bible: History and Practice, Prof. Yeshayahu Maori, Modern Scholarship

in the Study of Torah, Orthodox Forum pub 1996 www.amazon.com/Modern-Scholarship-Study-Torah-Orthodox/dp/1568214502

5. i.e. 99.999961% accuracy

6. i.e. 99.999980% accuracy
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II] TORAH MIN HASHAMAYIM AND THE PESUKIM IN THE TORAH
      

8./vcrgc 'rcsnc isrhv rcgc ihc, otu rag ohbav sux od 'van cu,fhu '(cf:tk ohrcs) .rtc zt hbgbfvu '(u:ch wtrc) ws rvc
vtrh '(sh:cf oa) kzrc arg uarg vbvu) 'th:d ohrcs ,ntv rhf, (

 c:t ohrcs trzg ict

• Is it clear as to what the Ibn Ezra is alluding?

9. k �t �r �G�h h�b �c�k Q�k �n�Q�k �n h�b �p�k o«us2t . �r �t �C Uf�k �n r �J�t oh �f�k �N �v v�K �t �u

tk:uk ,hatrc 

10. ohfknv vktu,urusv arhpu 'varpv ,tz vc,fb ypauvh hnhc hf 'urpxc rnt hejmhu /varpv ,tz vc,fb vtucb lrsc hf t"h
vkhkj vkhkju /xjbpj, ,ujt ktcyhvn hf rntu 'hnustv ssv tuv ssv hf rnt hf 'uk ejmh gnuav kf 'ejmh una tre hfv /ubumrf

//// ;ravk hutr urpxu 'ypauvh hnh kg rcsa unf rcsva
oa trzg ict

• How does this comment of the Ibn Ezra impact on how we would read his ‘secret of of the 12’?

 

11. . �r �t�C z �t h�b�g�b �F �v �u v �r«un i«uk �t s �g o�f �J o«ue �n s �g . �r �t�C o �r �c �t r«c�g�H�u (u)
 u:ch ,hatrc

12. - .rtc zt hbgbfvoush khfanvu /sux uk ah if ubbht otu /rjt shn igbf vap, igbf .rta if,h
u:ch ,hatrc trzg ict

13.vkv 'vc ubht v,g kct vc vhv zt vgnana wztw ,kn itfc rnt lht hf tuv uaurhpu  /ohrcs tkt ,arp ,kj,vc usux znr tuvu
 //// !hbgbfv shc .rtv v,hv uhnhcu vru,v ,t c,f vanrtan sjt ut gauvh er 'itf vknv ,tz van c,f tka vtrb vz hpku

 //// vuc,f ohthcbv,nt okuf hrcsu khtuv rjt thcb uc,fa ut van uc,fa hk vn vtucb hrcscu vkce hrcsc ihntvk ubk aha rjtu
vtucbc ovu

oa trzg-ict kg wp jbgp ,bpm

14.tka rnukf 'suxv uvzu 'if c,f trzg ut gauvh rntba tkt !igbf shc v,hv ihhsg [u]hnhc hf 'vwgrn vz rnta if,h tk tuv fwtu
vwgrn uc,f

oa trzg-ict kg wp 'ubhaunkt van wr

• How do these commentaries on the Ibn Ezra understand his position?7

15. c �t«un r �C �s �n Q �r �S r«c�g�B;�u i �p�B�u r �c�D i«h �m �g �nU ,�kh �t �n v�c �r�g �v Q �r �S �n rh �g �G �C oh �c �J;«H �v u �G�g�h�b �c Ubh �j �t , �t �n r«c�g�B;�u
 j:c ohrcs

7. See also the Abarbanel on Bamidbar 21:1-3 who accuses the Ramban (!) of also taking this position of Ibn Ezra by suggesting that some pesukim were added to the Torah after the death

of Moshe.  Abarbanel is extremely critical of this and accuses Ibn Ezra of having taken it from the Karaites!
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16.

                             

j:c ohrcs shxjv vsuvh wr ka vru,v kg aurp

• According to R’ Yehudah Hachasid, when was Edom in Etzion Gever?  How does this impact upon the nature of this pasuk in the Torah

17.

f:jn ,hatrc shxjv vsuvh wr ka vru,v kg aurhp

• According to R’ Yehudah Hachasid, who ‘placed Ephraim before Menashe’ and when?

18.V;�k�Ub2g r­�t �c h¬�k�g ,t·«Z �v v­�rh �B �v�, �t k º�t �r �G�h rh �́J�h z µ�t
zh:tf rcsnc

19.

 zh:tf rcsnc shxjv vsuvh wr ka vru,v kg aurhp

• According to R’ Yehudah Hachasid, what was the Shir at the well?  Where do we now find it?

20.s"ctv t"yhka huk kthbs r"rvun d"vrv hshsh f"gn /u"ka, iuatrv rst j"f /v"gc shxjv h"rk xjuhnv vru,v aurhp rcsc
h"r a"g tuva rpxv ,t thmuvk aeg,n wp rna lht c,fn sug kun,t ka rtusc h,kcea rjtn /lhrhmc iuruah ,sg ,khve

 /hbezjh wv g"k h,akuj smn lf kf keb tka ;t ;fh, chavk hbt jrfun tuva unf shxjv

.uj ohnav in vkuf vru,v kf rnt ukhptu ohnav in vru, iht rnutv vz vzc wv rcs hf thb, y"m ;s ihrsvbxc vbvu
hbhnav suxhc o"cnrv aurhpc rtucnu 'vzc wv rcs hf uvz unmg hpn van tkt tuv lurc ausev urnt tka vz euxpn
u,at oau ohrmnu auf oj hbcu ihc arpv ihtu eeujn treb lfhpku vrucdv hpn uk treba vn c,uf er vhv vana
ihc ,eukjn tfhku u"y ;s c"cc if arupnu 'vrucdv hpn kfv hf ktrah gnau whekt wv hfbt ihcu adkp v,hv gbn,u ktcyhvn
,utu vch,u vch, kf rnt v"ceva vzv lrsc f"d gauvh ic,f vhnjb wr vk hrntu h"rka tkt oheuxp vbunav kg ohtb,v
sjt euxp ukhpt wv ogn vru,v ihta rnutv j"v vcua,n d"p o"cnrc if t,htu 'van ic,f oheuxp wjv od a"rku ',utu

vz euxpn .uj er t,ht wndv iuakca ;tu 'vru,c rpuf z"v unmg hpn urnt van rnt ot ,jt vch, ukhpt
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tuv sjt ogy tvs vz rhfzv tk o"cnrv oda ;t ,jt ,ut oda ihsv tuvu teus utku ,jt vch, ukhpta rurcu yuap
rapt ht ifu 'z"k ;s ohrsbc t,htsf hrevu ch,fv uvzu 'cu,fk tuv lurc ausev uk rnta vn c,ufv rpux er vhv vana
,"xn h"p o"cnrc arupnf vkuxp ,jt ,ut r,h ut ,jt ,ut rxj otu ,jt ,ut ukhpt rhxjvk thcbk tk ;t ost ouak
vz smn tfhtu lf kf vrurc ubka ,"x ,uraf iht 'wk ;s ihaushec t,htsf ,urh,hu ,urhxjc ihthec ubt ihta ,njnu t"v
d"ne whx j"ut t"nrc t,htsf ,rjt ,"x ihthmun iht tycncu ihbgvc hubha tfhkaf ,urh,hu ,urhxj khcaca tbhsk eukj
ihta ,usueb vzht tmnb ot ihcu ',"xvc ,usuebv i,ut uagb tk ot ihc kuxp ovc ihta vru,ca ,usuebv ;tu 'ws whgx
chat ,seb vnk van rnth ot rnt vsueb vag vru,v trzg c,faf t"kr inhx ,ujbn wxu, hexpc ihhg ruxt hnb 'ihfhrm
rnthu uvhkt tch ot trzg rnt t,hta ,gyun txrhd tuva rjt iuakc s"v s"k erp b"rstc t,hhrc tuvu 'h,ejn tk tkv
,ch,fa rurc ,ugy tuvu 'ivhkgn vsueb rhcgt ,c,f vph hk rnut otu ivhkg h,seb rcf uk hbt rnut lf ,c,f vn hbpn hk
rpuf tuvu vzc wv rcs hf kkfc tuv iejunvu ic,f vrucdv hpn van hrvs ic,f vnk uktaha lhha tk vru,ca ,uch,v
uvhhur,a uc,fh tk v,gna rntu ;hkjv v"ceva ut tuv lurc ausev hpn uc,fb tk ukt ,uh,uta rnutf tuv hrvs vru,c
ub,hb tka ohrcs ov gauvh ihbcc f"ang 'vsuebv c,fa vn khguh vn ic,ufk lrum iht ot odu 'vru,c ohrpuf ucajb ukt
asjk htar thcbv ihta ,umnv vkts rcs oua ,ubak kfuh tk okugca thcb ouas rcs oua ieh, tk rpuxv trzga rntvk
ousxhu urzju oujfa .urh,vu 'rcs asjk ihtar ihta wndv vaev vch, ;uxc hvu vch, gmntc hv rnuk l"pmbn kg ;tu rcs
vb,abs t"f ;s ihrsvbxc hxuh wrk trzg ;tu ',ntc kct v"s ;ux wt ;bg s"h inhx t"j j"ut n"dtc h,c,fsf tkupkpc tuv
ihbc kgck vhrn vhk hrau rnuk ik xju rcs oua ie,k ihbgk tk kct vru,c vznr vana vz ihbgk er tuv c,fv ush kg

 /z"ex ;ux s"rg inhx s"uh z"yc od tcuvsfu wxu, hexpvf xurdk lhrm tkt ,gyun txrhd tuva yuap kct 'gauvh

van c,fa ,jt ,ut er ukhpt tfhta rnuta hnu 'ann ,utu ,ut kf vrucdv hpn van h"g vc,fb vkuf ,"xv kf p"fg
utca ut ohrjt tkt uc,f tk van ;ta rcs vzht tfhta rntha hn a"fu 'vzc wv rcs hf kkfcu vru,c rpuf tuv unmgc
;hxuvk ut rxjk wv vum uka rnthu sjt tchafu vzc wv rcs hf kkfcu vru,c ohrpuf ova vru,v in vz urhxjvu ohrjt
uhct whpa n"pk cu,fa vn tkhnnu /t"v ,"vuxhn y"p o"cnrc t,htsf ebjc u,,hna reav thcb tuv ,jt ,ut er ukhpt
hbpk ohrpt ,t h,na hbtu rnuk uk vhvs uk vaeuv f"ta kds atrc vhv ohrpta van kg tuv vabn hbpk ohrpt ,t oahus
ov kkfcu 'vrucdv hpn van uc,f tka vz euxp kg vru,c vrhpf tuv 'uc,f d"vbf habt ut uc,f gauvhs ehxn ifka vabn
ubj if van ,t wv vum rat kff rcsnc wpc trec arupnf orshx tuv lurc ausev tv ohkdsv rshx van hfu ,uya hrcs
vhv ;hhznva tmnbu 'uc,f vanc ;t oukf vae tku tuv lurc ausev kg tkt van kg hte tk uhct whpk ;t f"tu ovhkdsk

 /vyua odu xruehptu gar

lknv susa tkt anujc cu,f vhv vzu kusdv kkv tkt vru,c c,fba rtc hkg tk vhv rtcv kg ktrah ,rhas f"an ifu
tkc tuva ouan gurd tuvu lknv susc hpus hrcsu vru,c vkusd r,uhv vrhpf tuv ohkv,c urchju vru,v in uz vrha rhxv
,ufhrtc arpn tuvu 'uhkg vrha rnta rtcv vz vhvs ohrn ka vrtcs xbc rpufa oa rfhb odu /xhgfvk unf er kkf ogy
hbc ,ubucaj ouac tku wv p"g er uhva ,ugxnvc vrhpf od uvza 'uhkg ,ubjk cuyu ohreu ohcuy ohn rtc vbt ohreuj uhva

 /vzc rpuf vtrbf tuvu 'ohrn ka vrtcn er u,a rcsnv ,uba kfcu 'htrec arupnfu van ka tk ;t ost

rhg vhva sryn ,c ktcyhvn ka vz vhva tkt oust .rtn vhva smn tk vhv oust kas rcd iuhmg rcsc f"an ifu
'oustk rcd iuhmg tc lht vn,, tka anujc vkusdv ,xbf hnhc uc,f ifku kuta lkna osue vz vhvu cvzv oa ihthcna
trzg ictc thcv rcfu 'vtucbcu vru,c vrhpf tuva lf rjt uc,f jkahuca ohfknv vktu ,arpa vrhpfv tuv hrv
kg rcsa unf tuva vkhkj vkhkj trzg ictv ehxnu varpv ,tz vc,fb ypauvh hnhc hf rnta hejmh oac sjt xruehptn

';ravk hutr urpxu ypauvh hnhasjn v,g xhpsb lhtu 'vzf rpx ;urak lhrma trzg ictn euxp ihs tuv rcfa tmnbu 
hsf shxjv vsuvh wr oa kg treba rpx lu,c vz uphhz ohgarv ohrpufv hrv hf grd sug vz rpxu 'uz vrhpfc ohrjt ohrpx
ohbhn hrpxn tuv gurd sugu vz rpx xhpsvk ruxta yuap ifk vz rnt j"vhr oda uzf vjsvu v,xvc okugv ,t ,ugyvk
ah cu,f =shxjv vsuvh wr= j"vhr oaaf kct vzk ubhnth tk ogv hyuapn ukhpt vcrva 'uhkg cu,f rcjnv ihnv oaa
rnut h,hhv hbtu /ohcrv ,t thyjns kusd r,uhv ruxhtc ruxta rurc ifku z"hg vru,c ohrpuf uaghu ugyh r,uh oda aujk
tuv hn rpxv kf kg tkhnn kusd epx vagb hf yrpcu cyhv escb tk rapt hf ohrjtv ohrcsv tk ;t kkf uxhpsh tka
tfhta rjtn ohrcsv rta kg vhtr iht ohbuatrv hrpxc j"vhr ka unac tmnba rcs vzht oa tmnb ot ;tu urcjn

 /vzf vkusd t,ughr

.r,n ubht vz kct 'j"hrv oac vz thcna ofk rnt wp rna vn h,tmnu hbuhm ojbn wr ka hbuhm rpxv udhav hc,f hrjt
wr tuv hn rurcc ubk gush tku 'lknv sus kg ;usd ihbg odu vru,c vrhpf tuv vz rntha hnu vru,c vrhpf tuv htsua oukf
rpx od ,ubeku rufnk ruxta rnut h,hhv hbtu 'iuhg tkc j"vhr oa kg rpx vzhtc tmnba vn eh,gva vtrbfu hbuhm ojbn

 /ihhyabhhp van 'urheun ushsh hbbvu /h"t hkusdk vz cu,fk cuyu uz vrhpf rcs tmnba rjtn hbuhm
 she inhx d ekj vgs vruh van ,urdt ,"ua
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21. ohausev sjtn tuv hbuhmv rpxv
/vcrv x"jngcu kgvut e"sct 't"yhka xhhuu ouka r"vun ,"df wuf oxrupnv iutdv crv hshsh f"gn

 /,ushshc r",fasjt

c,f ifk rat rz whp h",f j"xn thcva iuhfu okugn vtr tk hbuhmv rpxa c,fa n"dt rpxc vtra vn vn, rat rcs kg
r",fu 'uc ihhgk hbuhmv rpxv od ruxtk ah ifk k"bv h",fn ohrz ohrcs thcv hbuhmv rpxc oda iuhfu k"bv h",fc ihhgk urxtk

 /uhrcs kg ,uaevk /rcsc lhrtvu wv ause iunse hva hbuhmv ausev rpx ruxtk ehsm hp kg vkgh lthv uhkg vn,

iv uhkg ufnx rat ohkcuenv hkusdn whv tuv hbuhmv rpx hf vz rcs h,htraf h,vn, iyev hbt odu ,"fgn iuhf vph s"bgpku
ihbgk oa g"av iuhkd kg u"e whx j"t ohbez ,ryg ihhgu uthcv ,ueung vkdnv odu k"z ohburjtv hkusdn vkcec ivu vfkvc
hbuhmu runv rurmu ovrsuctc tetre e"en k"z a"knhs ;xuh r"rvc sus c,ufv h,tmn obnt k"zu ',nt ofhekt wv rzuj
od 'k"bv sus h,tmn vz kf van vyn k"fg wufu ,nt ofhekt wv cu,f ikufc hyber ,umn hngyu cegh ,gku,u rxunv rpxu

 /uthcv ,hmhm wkvc t"dnv
rurmvu ovrsuctv vnvu k"z ohburjtv p"g yap,b dvbnva lt s"tc y"p ,ut iuatr ekj (k"arv shnk,) van vyn wxcu
hna vz suehbc kcuenv suxh k"zu ,una ,arp hbuhmv wf (,"ua ka) d"he e"x oa sug wufu ibj,tu ,arp hbuhmvu tc, wp runv
lhjt lsuh v,t vsuvh euxpc hjhu ,arpc hbuhmv c,fu wufu uz vfrcvu oa v"fe ,utcu kusdv oa ka ,usuebv ov okugk
urejku ubhcvk vfuza hn hratu wv auseu iutd ohexupv hkusdu ohkcuenv hkgc hbunsen hbuhmv p"fg ,unuen vnf sug ihhgu

 /wv ause kg z"gk thmuvk u"ju 'usnkku

uhc,fn ihc uxhbfvu uc,f vguy shnk, vzhta s"bgpkb tkt p"nrdv hpn utmh ukt ohrcs rat ihntt tk hf ,ntv kct
okugc oxrupn rat hbuhmv rpx vtr tk p"nrdva ihntt tk hf od kusd ikhtc unmg vk,u uc uyka ohrz hshu u,rhyp rjtk
lurg ijkaf uhbpk ohrusxu ohruda uhv g"av hrcs hf uhrcs ohthcnv oharpnvu hbuhmv rpx ,t vtr k"z p"nrdva htsuu

 /rjt htvk hrtn vhk hrtau wua,c xhbfv rjt tuva hn tkt

ic vhbbju cuyk ahtk u,ut rufz orc (c"g d"h ,ca) a"nf tkt uzbdku uejrk iht shxjv h"r ka h",fv od z"pk hf ,ntcu
vhhkgc cahu ina hcrd ,utn wd uk ukgv vag vn vru, hrcs ihr,ux uhrcs uhva ktezjh rpx zbdb tuv tknkta una vhezj
h,bhhg v"cu izbudk tku shxjv vsuvh ubhcr hrcs aursku ina hcrd ,utn akau ohheb vgca cahk ah b"fvu h"ar ihhg iarsu

 /inuen itf ihta tkt vfkvv p"g asuec ufrs hpk oarpk aha h,htru ovhrcsc

 iyev vabn 'apbu ckc vfrcc rmek hbbv r,uh ,gf d"zv ihta ,njnu
 shr inhx ch ekj ,ufkv vban ,"ua

22./vfrcu ouka
lf kg ohshgn vrutfka vru,c ohcr ohbnhx obah /,hbunt vbhjcn vaeu ,fcuxn vkta ift thv ktua v,ta vktav

 /lhrcsc ,bhhm okuf ,t tka oheuxp sug ah /ubhcr van rjtk uc,fb vru,v heuxpn ekja
euxpk g"ctr ,t ukhpt vtr /v"g ubhcr van ,tucbc uc,fb vkt oheuxpa v,hhv ktrah hnfj hsh kg ,kcuenv vsngv
 ! ktuna rpx rjtk c,fb vz euxpa unmg kg shgn vrutfka "ktrah hbck lkn lukn hbpk oustc ufkn rat ohfknv vktu"

xjhc trndv htruntn ekj hrcs tuv lfk xhxcva rurc /ovhrcsn ,tcv rat ,t ubgya ktrah hkusdn ygn obah 'orc
 /oc,f ubhcr van tka 'vru,c ohburjtv oheuxpv ,bunak

c,f hn vktac vb,un ubht vru,k vru,v ,t lpuva vn :ohrehgv rehg ,t ahdsvk tuv ,uagk ofj shnk, lhrma vn
thv vru,vu ',ushjc tku vtrnu vp kt vp v,ut rnt okug ka ubuchra vscugv thv vru,k vru,v ,t lpuva vn /v,ut
ov /vrhpf onmgk vkt ohrcsc iht 'ubhcr van hsh kg uc,fb tka vbnn ohrhgz ohekj ah ot od 'if kg /ohhj oheukt hrcs
iuhkgv tmunc ohbhntna vgac 'if kg /ykjunv heuktv tmunv ,t vru,v hrcsk ohxjhhn tka vgac vrhpfk ohfpuv
'vru,c ,unuen sugk vru,c ohburjtv oheuxpv kg ubhnfj urnta vn ,t chjrvk ruxht iht vru,v heuxp kf ka ykjunv

 /okug ka ubuchr ka ykjunv "uhp" tmun thv vru,v K vkt ohrcsc ohhev hxhxcv iurehgv kac
wcrv ,t ktaw r,tn ukra kcuh crv ka vcua,http://shut.moreshet.co.il/shut2.asp?id=68707  (5766) 
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Further Iyun

• Shiurim of Rav Amnon Bazak: http://www.vbm-torah.org/tanakhstudy.html

• Rav Bazak’s new book - Ad Hayom Hazeh8

•Shiurim of Rabbi Shnuer Leiman on YU Torah - see

www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/725856/Dr_Shnayer_Leiman/Torah_Min_Hashamayim:_Recent_Perspectives_on_the_Divine_

Origin_of_Torah#

Who’s Who?

Rashi R’ Shlomo ben Yitzchak, 11C France
Ibn Ezra R’ Avraham ben Meir Ibn Ezra - Spain/France/England, 12C
Rambam R’ Moshe ben Maimon, 12C Spain/N. Africa
R’ Yehuda Hachasid Germany, 12/13C 
Sefer HaTzioni R’ Menachem Tzioni - Germany 14C
Tzafnat Paneach Commentary on the Ibn Ezra by Rav Yosef ben Eliezer Hasefardi - Spain, 14C
R’ Moshe Almoshino Greece, 16C
Sha’agat Aryeh R’ Aryeh Leib ben Asher Gunzberg, 18C Lithuania 
Nodeh Beyehuda R’ Yechezkel Landau, 18C Poland/Prague
Shu’t Igrot Moshe Rav Moshe Feinstein - US 20C
Shu’t Mishne Halachot Rav Menashe Klein - Israel 20C
Rav Yuval Cherlow Israel - contemp

                              
    Rav Moshe Feinstein       Nodeh Beyehudah         Rav Menashe Klein           Rav Yuval Sherlow 

                               

8. http://www.ybook.co.il/until_this_day


