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In shiur 40 we saw the Rambam’s 8th Ikar, which makes 2 different statements:-
(i) Ourcurrent Sefer Torah is exactly the same as the one given to Moshe Rabbeinu.
(ii) Every passuk in the Torah comes from G-d. Not one letter was added by Moshe or any subsequent Navi.

Shiurim 40 and 41 have explored those statements and we are left with questions, which will hopefully be resolved in this shiur:-

(i) On the first statement, there seem to be many sources, in Chazal, Rishonim and Acharonim, that we are not 100% sure of every letter in
the Torah, in particular when it comes to ‘chaser’ and ‘malei’. What level of accuracy are we left with today and what defines a
‘halachic’ Sefer Torah?

(ii) On the second statement, the Rambam’s position is certainly the overwhelmingly mainstream approach, both halachically and
hashkafically. However we have yet to resolve the statements of the Ibn Ezra on the "Ywy DOwN MO’

I] THE CONTEMPORARY TORAH TEXT

A] RISHONIM

A1] Rashi
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Itis clear from a number of places in Rashi on Chumash that he was working from a very slightly different text:

A2] Rambam

There are slight differences between the Codices and, by the time of the Rambam, these differences, together with general laxness in
copying standards, lead to a lowering of standards in Sifrei Torah
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* Which text did the Rambam choose to rely upon to fix the exact correct text of the Chumash?2
* In what way does the Rambam’s approach to fixing the text differ from that we have seen so far?

1. See Breishit 25:6 where the Artscroll commentary is happy to state that Rashi was working off a different text of the Chumash, Shemot 25:22, Bereishit 11:32 and Devarim 1:13
2. See the Companion Volume to the Tanach based on the Aleppo Codes produced by the Hebrew University, in particular p37 ff
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A3] R’ Meir Abulafia (‘Rama’)

A major leader of Spanish Jewry in the 1100’s, the Rama2 analyzed as many Torah scrolls as he could find and followed the principle of
majority to create a definitive master text of the Torah. This text became the standard for all Spanish communities and was widely
disseminated by the soferim of the day. He also wrote the book Mesoret Syag la-Torah which contains the rules for setting the text of the
Torah. All Ashkenazi and Sefardi (but not Yemenite) Torah scrolls today can be traced back to the standard text created by Rabbi Abulafia.
This is not based on ‘historical’ cross-reference to the Codices but on the principle of ‘majority’

A4] Minhag Teiman

The Yemenites use a very slightly different version of the Torah with a few changed letters*

B] SHULCHAN ARUCH
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* What is the psak of the Rema as to the accuracy of our Sifrei Torah today?

C] MIKRAOT GEDOLOT

* Produced in 1517/18 as the Biblia Rabbinica under the supervision of Yaakov ben Hayyim ibn Adonijah
* Based on the manuscripts that he had in his possesion, largely modelled on the Allepo Codex
* Printed by Daniel Bomberg in Venice
* Used as a base text for the King James Authorised Version in 1611
* First edition was edited by Felix Pratensis, who shortly after the printing became an apostate and converted to Roman Catholicism. Ibn
Adonijah also later converted to Christianity!
* Errors in the original print were later corrected by talmidei chachamim in sefarim such as:-
* The OrTorah (R’ Menachem Lonzano - Italy/Jerusalem, 16C)
* The Minchat Shai (R’ Yedidyah Norzi - Italy, 16C)
* Later corrections were often based substantially on the works of the Rama - see above
* Various 20C new versions of Mikraot Gedolot were produced, such as the Torat Chaim (Mossad HaRav) and Chorev editions

D] ACHARONIM
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3. Notto be confused with R’ Moshe Isserlis in 16C Poland - the Rema

4. Gen. 4:13 xwmony )7y (The word Xwin is written without a vav); Gen. 7:11 nyyn 93 1wp2) (The word n»y»n is written without a vav); Gen. 9:29 Ny 55w (The word Y is written
with an additional vav); Gen. 41:46 nnx N2>N ¥19°019 H5; Exo. 25:31 nnann nwyn (The word nwyn is written without a yod); Exo. 28:26 Taxn 72y Ox (The word Toxn is written without
avav); Lev. 7:23 25n 95 nw1o (This section is written as an "Open Section"); Lev. 10:28 2»pnn nwao (This is neither a "Closed" nor an "Open" Section); Num. 1:17 nnwa 12p) IwN
(The word nnwa is written without a vav); Num. 10:10 o>w1n >wx1 (The word 0>>w7n is written with a yod); Num. 22:5 1ya )2 oyoa (The word oy>a is written without a vav); Num.
25:12 mbw >m31 (The letter vav in 019w is written as all other vavs and not split); Deut. 22:2 X571 yix9 (The word NoT is written with an "aleph™); Gen. 8: 1 150 nv (The letter samach is
written large); Exo. 34:7 (The letter "nun" in 7% is written in an ordinary size); Lev. 6:2 (The letter mem in N1 is written in an ordinary size); Num. 25:11 (The letter yud in on»9 is
written in an ordinary size); Deut. 11: 21(The letter sadi in \ i by is written large); Deut. 23: 7 Max \p (The letter "kof" is large); Deut. 33: 29 Sx v PIwN (The letter "aleph” in PIwN
is written large); Deut. 32: 1-ff. The song "Ha'azinu" is written in sixty-seven lines, as ruled by the Rambam
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* According to the Sha’agat Aryeh, why is there no mitzvah today to write a Sefer Torah?

102
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 According to the Nodeh Beyehudah why do we not take another sefer, if we find a malei/chaser mistake in the first? Is it due to an
inherent lake of certainty as to the correct text, or a presumption of other similar errors in the second sefer? Does he agree with the Sha'gat
Aryeh’s basic position?

In his work, “The Aleppo Codex and the Accepted Text of the Torah”, Dr. Breuer describes his years of meticulous research and discusses
his conclusions in attempting to demonstrate the scientific usefulness of the eclectic process. In fact, Dr. Breuer's purpose was to
demonstrate that a single Mesorah already existed in the years prior to the RaMaH, even though the RaMaH did not have such a
Mesorah at his disposal. (The existence of such a single Mesorah is flatly rejected by many academicians.)

Dr. Breuer began by selecting four texts of ancient origin to compare and contrast in his study. Each of these texts predates the RaMaH.
The texts were all of the type written by the Tiberian Masorites (as opposed to the Babylonian Masorites) yet clearly differed from each
other in certain significant formatting areas, indicating that they were not copied from an immediate common source. In addition, he
included the text of the Mikra'ot Gedolot of Yaakov ben Chaim, printed in Venice, 1525. (It should be noted that the orthography of
these 5 texts differed widely from one another, in one case by more than 200 letters from the others.) Using the eclectic process, he
suggested that if a broad majority of 4 out of 5 texts (and not just 3 of the 5) agreed with each other, it could be assumed that the fifth,
inconsistent text was a copyist’s error. His results were startling. There are 304,805 letters in the Torah. All five texts were in total
agreement in all but about 220 letters. Of these, all but 20 were resolved by a majority of at least 4 texts against 1! Of the 20 remaining
conflicts, Dr. Breuer was able to clarify all but 6 by applying another Masorite method, that of carefully studying thousands of early
Masoretic notes (a broader topic similar in style to the eclectic process). These final 6 he was not able to clarify because three of the
Torahs presented one spelling, while the remaining two presented another. It was apparent that nearly all of the inconsistencies
between the Torahs were caused by copyists errors, and not by Masoretic uncertainties.

Next, the resultant ‘eclectic’ text was compared with the RaMaH's text (i.e., our present text). It was found that the RaMaH differed in but
6 places from the eclectic. That is, the margin of uncertainty of our Torah scrolls is probably not more than 12 (out of 304,805!5) letters
-- the 6 indeterminate ones, plus the six in which the RaMaH's text differed from Dr. Breuer's eclectic! When he compared the results of
his experiment with the Teimani text (which, as we mentioned, is probably identical to that of Ben Asher), the results were even more
startling. The texts were in perfect agreement! Their margin of uncertainty may be no more than 6 lettersé! Equally amazing is that all the
above mentioned differences involve Vavs and Yuds, which do not affect the meaning of the word at all. (As for the remaining six
uncertainties in Dr. Breuer's eclectic survey, in three of the instances the RaMaH and Teimani texts agreed with the 3-against-2 majority
text. In the other three cases, the RaMaH and Teimani texts were themselves split over the same variant spellings as were the
pre-RaMaH texts. In total, that means that the Teimani text differs from the RaMaH's text in but 9 letters -- see endnotes for details.)

Rabbi Dovid Lichtman - see www.torah-code.org/controversy THE_ ACCURACY_OF_OUR_WRITTEN_TORAH.pdf

E] FURTHER READING

* Fixing God’s Torah - Rabbi Dr. B. Barry Levi (YU, Brown) www.amazon.com/Fixing-Gods-Torah-Accuracy-Hebrew/dp/019514113X
* Rabbinic Midrash As Evidence for Textual Variants in the Hebrew Bible: History and Practice, Prof. Yeshayahu Maori, Modern Scholarship

in the Study of Torah, Orthodox Forum pub 1996 www.amazon.com/Modern-Scholarship-Study-Torah-Orthodox/dp/ 1568214502

5.
6.

i.e. 99.999961% accuracy
i.e. 99.999980% accuracy
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II] TORAH MIN HASHAMAYIM AND THE PESUKIM IN THE TORAH
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* Isitclear as to what the Ibn Ezra is alluding?
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* How does this comment of the Ibn Ezra impact on how we would read his ‘secret of of the 12'?
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* How do these commentaries on the lbn Ezra understand his position??
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7. See also the Abarbanel on Bamidbar 21:1-3 who accuses the Ramban (!) of also taking this position of Ibn Ezra by suggesting that some pesukim were added to the Torah after the death
of Moshe. Abarbanel is extremely critical of this and accuses Ibn Ezra of having taken it from the Karaites!
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* According to R’ Yehudah Hachasid, when was Edom in Etzion Gever? How does this impact upon the nature of this pasuk in the Torah
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* According to R’ Yehudah Hachasid, who ‘placed Ephraim before Menashe’ and when?
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* According to R’ Yehudah Hachasid, what was the Shir at the well? Where do we now find it?
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Further lyun

* Shiurim of Rav Amnon Bazak: http://www.vbm-torah.org/tanakhstudy.html

* Rav Bazak’s new book - Ad Hayom Hazehs

* Shiurim of Rabbi Shnuer Leiman on YU Torah - see

www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/725856/Dr_Shnayer Leiman/Torah_Min_Hashamayim: Recent Perspectives_on_the_Divine

Origin_of Torah#

Who's Who?

Rashi R’ Shlomo ben Yitzchak, 11C France

Ibn Ezra R" Avraham ben Meir Ibn Ezra - Spain/France/England, 12C
Rambam R" Moshe ben Maimon, 12C Spain/N. Africa

R’ Yehuda Hachasid Germany, 12/13C

Sefer HaTzioni R" Menachem Tzioni - Germany 14C

Tzafnat Paneach Commentary on the Ibn Ezra by Rav Yosef ben Eliezer Hasefardi - Spain, 14C
R’ Moshe Almoshino Greece, 16C

Sha’agat Aryeh R" Aryeh Leib ben Asher Gunzberg, 18C Lithuania

Nodeh Beyehuda R’ Yechezkel Landau, 18C Poland/Prague

Shu't Igrot Moshe Rav Moshe Feinstein - US 20C

Shu't Mishne Halachot Rav Menashe Klein - Israel 20C

Rav Yuval Cherlow Israel - contemp

Rav Moshe Feinstein Nodeh Beyehudah Rav Menashe Klein Rav Yuval Sherlow

8. http://www.ybook.co.il/until_this_day



