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dxezd zexewn

q'yd znizg - 38
ohkaurh ,racn ,kkfn

 WHERE WERE THE JEWS 500-800?

(a) Bavel rising persecution under the Persians; conquered by Arabs in 637

(b) Eretz Yisrael crushing persecution under the Byzantine Christians; conquered by Arabs in 644

(c) Everywhere else (i) Spain - 412-589 - Visigoth Arian; 589-711 - Roman Catholic; Jews persecuted severely and expelled (613); 

conquered by Arabs in 711

(ii) France & Germany - Goths and Franks became Roman Catholic; Jews expelled 629

(iii) Italy - officially Byzantine but weakly ruled.  Jews better off.

B] HISTORICAL CONTEXT 500-800

476 The fall of Rome and the Western Roman Empire.  Beginning of the ‘Dark Ages’. The Western Empire is overrun by barbarians

500 CE Beginning of the period of the Savoraim

500-600 Times of severe persecution in Eretz Yisrael under the Byzantines and rising persecution under the Parthians in Bavel 

525-565 Roman Emperor Justinian

589 Beginning of the period of the Geonim

589 Visigoths in Spain become Roman Catholic and ban the open practice of Judaism

613 Jews expelled from Spain

614 The Persians conquer and occupy Eretz Yisrael

622 Establishment of Islam

629 The Byzantines reconquer Eretz Yisrael

629 Jews expelled from France and Germany  

632 Death of Mohammed.  Islam established in all Arabia

637 The Arabs conquered Persia (Bavel)

644 The Arabs conquer Eretz Yisrael

638-670 Bustenai is the Reish Galuta

711 The Arabs conquer Spain

732 Charles Martel, King of the Franks, defeats Moslems at Battle of Tours and prevents spread of Islam through Europe

c750 Rav Achai Gaon leaves Bavel for Eretz Yisrael - spreads Talmud around the world

750 Omayyad Moslem Dynasty ends and Abbasis Dynasty begins

760 The split of Anan from Judaism and the founding of the Karaite religion

C] THE SEALING OF THE TALMUD

1. vtruv ;ux tbhcru hat cr 'vban ;ux i,b hcru hcr 

/up tghmn tcc

2. ovhnhcu o,ghxu tbhcru hat cr ov sunk,v urcja htr,sunk,v o,jb 

shdbv ktuna wrk sunk,v tucn

A]

rev
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3.vtruv ;ux-  ut 'arsnv ,hcc vbanv ogyc ,ktab vkta v,hvaf tkt rsxv kg trnd v,hv tk ovhnh sg 'ihtruntv kf ;ux
'ovhbpka ihtrunt ,uguna urshx tbhcru hat cru 'ungy rnut sjtu sjt kf - r,hvu ruxht ut iunn ihsc grutnv vagn kg vkta
tk ovhkga ihmurh,vu ,uhauev ovhbpk urnta i,utu //// 'vk vhubavu vhutrv vbanv kmt sjtu sjt kf ,u,fxnv rsx kg ugceu

ougceu tbhcru hat cr utcu 'hcr rshxa vbanvu ,u,fxnv rsx kg trndc ougce
/up tghmn tcc h"ar

4.iuhfs 'ubhfnx htsu ihtruntv hrcsc ,ueuxpv ,ufkvc kct ih,hb,ns expt ibhfnx tk u,unf vfkv trndc ehxps utk htu

;ux tbhcru hat crw tghmn tccc ik tnhhe tvs ///// ibhfnx uvhhkg htsu vtruv ;ux ova tbhcru hat cr ouc,fu ouexpa

/// vagb lf ohburjtv uexpa unf htsu tkt v,gn rcs asjk htar ost iht tv //// wvtruv

:ke tr,c tcc o"car

• In what way are Rashi and the Rashbam focusing on different aspects of ‘sof hora’ah’?

• What the implications of the Rashbam’s approach to the nature of ‘chidush’ after the Talmud?

5.ubk urnt ukhtfu hrusvn vnf rjtku ,urus vnfc eusesu iuhg rjtk tkt c,fb tka tuv vagnk vfkv ubka sunk,v vzu ////

uvuc,f vagn uc ,uagk hrva tuv vagnk vfkv uc

oa atdhn h"r

6.tkt u,ryn iht uhrjt snga hn kf hrv 'sunk,v okab rcfu hat cru tbhcr ovn ohburjtva v"g ohnfjv kf u,n ratf

 gurdk iht ubnnu ;hxuvk iht uhkg 'sckc urcja ovhrcs ,bcv

vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

• What is the function of the TsbP after the sealing of the Talmud?

7.rfzb ubhta rjtn uhkg eukjk kufh ohexupc rfzuva unf ihsv ihta ,ujrfun ,uhtr jfn urus hbcku ihhsk vtrb ots t"h uvhn
(a"trv oac ruy) trndc / vtruv ;ux hat cru tbhcr whkgupv wpc a"nf eukjk a"f gurdk tku ;hxuvk ,uar iht wndv kgs - t"rdv ruthc

  oa t"rdv ruthcu t ;hgx vf inhx ohbhhs ,ufkv ypan iauj lurg ijkua t�nr

8.lkhtu tcru hhctn kct /tcru hhct sg tuv kkfv vza ;tu /crv ouenc shnk,f vfkv iht tkvhtr,cf vfkv  

 c erp tne tcc ,fxn vnka ka oh

• What are the guidelines and restrictions on a posek’s ability to argue with another posek after the Chatimat HaShas? 

• Are later authorities bound by earlier ones?  If so, why would they be?

• Does Torah subscribe to a concept of ,urusv ,shrh?

9.ufu uarsa kusdv ihs ,hc htnn ubhcr if snk /w ///// htnet hdhkp htr,c htrunt ifu htnet hdhkps htr,c htb, ijfatsotu

ubhcr hrcs hpfu //// t,hhrcn ut ih,hb,nn truntk ibhaen t,fus kfc tvs htb,t htrunt hdhkp tk htnt if ot rnt,

 /ohtb,v hrcs kg eukjk ovk vbu,b ,uarvkg uekjh tk ohburjtv ,urusa ukceu unhhe vbanv ,nh,j ouhna rnuk raptu
vhkg eukjk ost ouak ,uar i,hb tk vn,jba ouhna wndv ,nh,jc od uag ifu ohbuatrv

 t vfkv c erp ohrnn ,ufkv vban ;xf

• Do the Amoraim disagree with the Tannaim? If not, why not?

D] WHY WAS THE TALMUD SEALED?

D1] DECLINE OF THE GENERATIONS - RAV SHERIRA GAON

10. ,heshx yjn ceb tknf ubtu - kfhv ka uj,pf ohburjt kau 'okut ka uj,pf ohbuatr ka ick :ibjuh hcr rnt /

 /db ihcurhg

rev
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11.- g"r ,nan /vcajnu vmg vkyc - gauvh hcr ,nan /,"x zbdb - rzghkt hcr ,nan :r", /vnfjv vkyc - ibjuh icr ,nan

vnfjv ,ubhhgn un,,xbu 'vru, hgurz ukyc

 :yn vyux

12.tku 'ohrunjf ubt - ohabt hbc ohbuatr otu 'ohabt hbc ubt - ohftkn hbc ohbuatr ot :tbunhz rc tcr rnt trhz hcr rnt

!ohrunj rtaf tkt 'rhth ic xjbp hcr kau txus ic tbhbj hcr ka urunjf

 :che ,ca

13.'t,kns tbhn tshxp h,tu ahpb tks aj 'ihekx t,khn tsjk uvhngys cd kg ;t 'ibcrs hhub,c htv hkuf thuba tfhts hcr tzjs iuhfu /yh

uj,pf ohbuatr ka ick (t 'db) ihcurhgc ibjuh wr rnts thvv hf 'vru, tek,xnu vnfjv ihgn o,xn teu tck ygnn tes tzju khtuv

guna ic rzgkt wr ohburjt tcheg wr ohbuatr itn ibhrntu 'kfhv ka uj,pf ohburjt kau okut ka

 vbanv vc,fb smhf iutd trhra cr ,rdht

sxpv tchu tmh tka aaj 'sjt rcsk ohkug ovhngya hp kg ;t 'ubh,ucr ,uhbanc ohhuba lf kf aha hcr vtra iuhfu /yh

ka ick :[/db] ihcurhgc ibjuh wr rnta unf 'vru,v ,ek,xnu vnfjv ihgn o,,xnau ckv ygn,na vtru khtuv 'rcs u,utn

 /guna ic rzgkt wr 'ohburjtu /tcheg wr 'ohbuatrv ov hn 'urntu /kfhv ka uj,pf ohburjt kau okut ka uj,pf ohbuatr

hrcg oudr, oa

14.ubhe,u t,hbrjt t,jrt vnf vhc uphxutu 'vhxrdnku uvhhsunk, yeknk ufhrymtu tchk yhgnt hcrs vhapb jbu vban wnh,xht sfu /zb

hnhc vuvs hfhv hf warpnsf t,kn t,kn ,usku,u hausj uvc ubhe,u htre harsu -hkhn hbv tbn- ibhrntsf 'ohbuatr hbuatr lbv vhc

/iarpk ihfhrm uhv tk cjr ock vhva htne lbvs iheung ohrcs aurhp iudf 'htne lbv vhc ihfhrm uuv tks htn hnb vhc ubhe,u /ohbunse

wr ,nan vcajnu vmg vkyc gauvh wr ,nan vru, rpx zbdb rzghkt wr ,nan (c 'yn) vyux ;uxc ibcr ub,s vnfjv ovhrjt ygn,bu

crs hnuhc thuv hnb hfvu 'vnfjv ,ubhhgn un,xbu vru, hgurz ukyc tchegh

 sunk,v ,ch,f iutd trhra cr ,rdht

'ohrjt ohfrs vnf uc uphxuvu 'uxrdku osunk, yekk ufrmuvu [osunk,c] ock ygn,b hcr ,nu vbanv vnhh,xbaf lt /zb

unf 'rcs rcs ',usku,u ohausj ivc ube,u ,utren uarsu /whkhn hbv tbnw 'urnta unf 'ohbuatr hbuatr o,ut uc ubhe,vu

'iheung ohrcs aurhp iudf 'ohbuatr i,ut uk ihfhrm uhv tka vn if od uc ubhe,vu /ohbunsev hnhc vhva ,unf 'ubarhpa

'vnfjv ovhrjt vygn,baf kct /iarpk ihfhrm uhv tk 'cjr ock vhva ohbuatr i,utawr ,nan 'vyux ;uxc ubhbaa hpf 

ifu /vnfjv ,ubhhgn un,xbu vru, hgurz ukyc tcheg wr ,nan 'vcajnu vmg vkyc gauvh wr ,nan 'vru, rpx zbdb rzghkt

 /hcr ka uhnhc od vhv

hrcg oudr, oa

15.hfhrm tks haurhp lbv iudf uuvu 'uvhshnk,k iuvk harpu ohbuatrk iuvk ihyap uuvs hkhn lbvu 'tchk yhgn,tu tbhrjt trs t,tu /dg

trs r,cs trs kfu //// txrdcu trndc uvbhgcenk ihfhrmu 'hehpx trs tuvvc t,av uuv 'trndc uvbgcenku uvbhxrdnk tnkg hkuf

t,gcmtf ibtu tcr rntu 'trndk trubc t,fhxf ibtu hhct rnt ',hesx yjnf ceb ubck ubtu (/db) ihcurhgc ibjuh wr rnts 'tchk yhgnn

ihghce uuv tks ohbuatrv haurp lbv 'hepx uskh,tu tchk yhgnts vnfu /tjfak tzrcc t,gcmtc ibtu hat cr rntu 'trcxk trhec

 /trndc t,av hb,n htne ibcr lbv hscgs hscugu ihxrdnu t,av ihgcen iuvhnuhc

 sunk,v ,ch,f iutd trhra cr ,rdht

ohaurpv i,ut unf uhvu 'ovhshnk,k ouarpu ohbuatrk ovk ohyuap uhva ohrcsv i,utu 'ckv ygn,bu rjt rus tcu /dg

////sunk,cu trndc ogcek ohfrmbu ohepuxn rusv u,utc uhafg uhv /trndc ogceku o,ut sunkk ohfhrm okugv kf ihta

s,hf trndk [ohae] ubtu 'hhct rnt /,hesx yjnf ceb ubck ubtu 'ihcurhgc ibjuh wr rnta hpf 'ckv ygn,n rusu rus kfcu

ckv ygn,ba vsncu /zrcc gcmtf vjfak [ohjub] ubtu 'hat cr rntu /dbusc gcmtf trcxk [ohae] ubtu 'tcr rntu /rhec

ubh,ucr i,ut uaga ohagnu 'ohsnkbu uhafg ohgceb uhv ovhnhc ihguce uhv tka ohbuatrv haurhp i,ut ',uepx uskubu

 /trndc uhafg ohbab ohbuatrv

hrcg oudr, oa

• What reason is given by Rav Sherira Gaon for the development of the TsbP into the final version of the Talmud?

• Does he subscribe to the idea of ,urusv ,shrh?
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D2] NATURALISTIC CAUSES - SOCIAL AND POLITICAL REALITIES - RAMBAM

16.ktrah kfc yap,bu vrhmhk 4465 ,bac o,jbu hkcc sunk,v ,t unhhx ov ovhrcju hat cr rc rnu rnhrnu,ut ukceu 
ktrah kf uhkg unhfxvu rusu rus kf hnfj ohcrc u,ut usnku ivhkg1cr rc rcr hnhcu  /gurdk iht ubnnu ;hxuvk iht uhkgu 

 sunk,v o,jb htrucx ibcrn vchah atr vhva ;xuh

s�ctrvk vkce rpx

17.udhvbvu ,ube,v ubhe,vu ,urhzd urzdau /vp kgca vru, oheh,gnv ktrah hnfj hkusd ;ux ovhrcju hat cru tbhcr tmnb

 /o,ucaun ,unuen kfc ktrah kfc o,udvbnu o,be,u o,rhzd vyapu ,udvbnurndu trndv rcja hat cr ka ihs ,hc rjtu

oheujrv ohhtu ,uumek ughdvu r,h ruzhp ,umrtv kfc ktrah urzp,b ubc hnhcohfrsv uac,abu okugc vyye v,cru 

ohshjh ohmce,n tkt osuen uhva unf ,uccru ohpkt ovh,uchahc sunkk ktrah uxbfb tku /vru, sunk, ygn,bu ,uxhhdc

lrs ovn ohgsuhu okuf ohnfjv hruchjc ohbhcnu vru,c ihexugu vbhsnu vbhsn kfcu rhgu rhg kfc true wv rat ohshrav

/tuv lthv ypanv

uhagn uyap tk ,ucr ,ubhsn hbck ut u,bhsn hbck dhvbv ut ihe,v ut rzdu vbhsnu vbhsn kfc trndv rjt snga ihs ,hc kfu

sjtu ohgca ka kusdv ihs ,hcu ohshjh vbhsnv v,ut ka ihs ,hc ,uhvu /ohfrsv aucau ovh,ucaun eujr hbpn ktrah kfc

vz ihs ,hck ohrnut ihtu /,rjtv vbhsn dvbnf duvbk uz vbhsn habt ihpuf iht lfhpk /trndv ruchj osue ohba vnfn kyc

snga rjt ihs ,hck rtc,bu tuv lf ypanv lrsa ohbutdvn sjt snk ot ifu /u,bhsnc rjt ihs ,hc vrzda vrhzd ruzdk

iurjt ihc iuatr ihc uhrcsk vyub ,gsva hnk tkt iuatrk ihgnua iht 'trndc cu,fv ypanv lrs vz ihta uhrjt

ktrah kf ihchhj hkccv trndca ohrcsv kf kct /trndv ruchj rjt uasj,ba ,udvbnu ,ube,u ,urhzd ohbhsc ukkv ohrcsu

/o,ube,c ,fkku o,urhzd ruzdku trndv hnfj udvba ,udvbnv kfc duvbk vbhsnu vbhsn kfu rhgu rhg kf ihpufu ovc ,fkk

ktrah kf ovhkg unhfxv trndca ohrcsv o,ut kfu khtuvihs ubsa ut udhvbva ut urzda ut ubhe,va ohnfjv o,utu /

ubhcr van sg rus rjt rus vkuf vru,v hregc vkcev ugnaa ovu ocur ut ktrah hnfj kf ov 'tuv lf ypanva usnku

/oukav uhkg

o"cnrk vezjv shk vnsev

• What is the reason given by the Rambam for the sealing of the Talmud?

• Does he subscribe to the idea of ,urusv ,shrh?

D3] THE END OF THE “2000 YEARS OF TORAH”

18. It is of interest to note that the compilation of the Mishna, which represented a major turning point in the process of Torah transmission, took

place... in 3948.  This was also precisely 2000 years after the birth of Avraham in 1948.  52 years after this date was the end of the 4th

Millennium, which the Sages refer to as the culmination of the “two millennia of Torah”, which began when Avraham Avinu began to

disseminate Torah at the age of 52, in the year 2000.

R. Zecharia Fendel Legacy of Sinai p176 n(98)

19. Actually, the Two Millennia of Torah came to a close shortly before the death of Rebbi’s greatest talmid, Rav, in 4007.  While Rav was one of the

earliest Amoraim, he was the last gadol who also hied Tannaitic status dhkpu tb, cr.  Thus, it may be said that the Two Millennia of Torah

came to a close at the end of the Tannaitic Era

R. Zecharia Fendel Legacy of Sinai p28 n(68)

20. “172 years after the [destruction of] the Second Temple. the Two Millennia of Torah were completed and came to an end, and the angel of

Torah departed,  The wellsprings of wisdom diminished.  This is what we say: “R. Yochanan said: the heart of the early ones is like..... “

Medieval Jewish Chronicles vol I p173
2

1. � 'y lrf ,urgv ,hsunk, vhspukehmbt /sunk,v ,nh,j ,gac kccc uhv h"t hnfj cura 94 wng d"j t"cmr wmuv kufatv wxu�vfkvbr ruy 

2. publ 1887 Adolph Neubauer, Oxford University
rev
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E] ‘DAVAR SHEBEMINYAN’ - GENERAL PRINCIPLES

21.uhkg lunxhu shjhv hrcs ,t ihs ,hc vtrh ota ihcurnv hrcsf tkt vfkv ihtu khtuv ihcurnv ihc shjhv hrcs ihrhfzn vnku

 ihbncu vnfjc ubnn kusd vhvha sg urcj ihs ,hc hrcs kyck kufh ihs ,hc ihtaihbnc ihbnc tk kct vnfjc ubnn kusd vhv

 :ihbncu vnfjc ubnn kusd vhvha sg uhrcs kyck kufh ubht vnfjc tk kct

v vban t erp ,uhusg ,fxn vban

22.t :rjt ogy uk vtrbu rjt s"c ovhrjt sngu 'ihs ubsu lf ihsva ovhbhgc vtrba vn hpf ,usnv in ,jtc uarsa kusd s"c

,hc rjt tkt ,fkk chhj lbht ovv ohnhc vhvh rat ypuav kt rntba 'uhbhgc vtrba vn hpf isu r,ux vz hrv u,ut ru,xk

 lrusca ihs

 :cohrcs kyck aecu rjt ihs ,hc ovhrjt sngu 'ktrah kfc rcsv yapu dvbn udhvbvu vbe, ube, ut vrzd urzda ihs ,hc

 'dvbnv u,utu vrzdv v,utu vbe,v v,ut ruegku ohbuatrvihbncu vnfjc ohbuatrv in kusd vhvha sg kufh ubhtkusd vhv /

 'uhrcs ,t kyck kufh ubht 'vnfjc tk kct ihbnc 'ihbnc tk kct vnfjcohbuatrv urzd ukkdca ogyv kyc ukhptubhe,v ut 

sjtu ohgca ka ihs ,hcu ihs ,hc kfu khtuv ihbnc ovn ohkusd uhvh lthvu /ovn ohkusd uvha sg kyck ihkufh ohburjtv iht

uc uekj tku kusdv ihs ,hc urnta rcsv ukceu unhfxva rusv hnfj ihbn vz 'tuv

 :dihs ,hc utra ohrcs kct 'vru, hbhs rtaf tkt vru,k dhhx ,uagk hsf i,ut urxt tka ohrcsc ohrunt ohrcs vnc

in kusd vhv ukhpt irh,vku iregk kufh rjt kusd ihs ,hc iht ktrah kfc iruxht yap ot dhhx ,uagk irxtku ruzdk

ohbuatrv

 d-t vfkv c erp ohrnn ,ufkv o"cnr

• What are the implications of this Rambam for the subsequent changing of halacha ruled in the Talmud?

• What will be needed to ‘overrule’ halacha as ruled in the Talmud?

• Note we will iy’H have further shiurim on the issues of the development of halacha in today’s post-Talmud system, including:-

-  whether Rabbinic enactments from the time of Chazal can ever change or fall away entirely?

-  if so, how do the poskim justify halachic change and development, given the sealing of the Talmud?

-  what circumstances drive the poskim to change Rabbinic enactments?

Who’s Who?

Rav Sherira Gaon Bavel, 10C
Rashi France, 11C
Mevo HaTalmud Rav Shmuel Hanagid - Spain, 11C
Ri MiGash Rav Yosef Ibn Migash - Spain, 11C3

Rambam Egypt, 12C
Rashbam France, 12C
Sefer Kabbala Ravad I - R’ Avraham ben David, Spain 12C4

Rem’a Rav Moshe Isserlis - Poland, 16C
Kesef Mishna Rav Yosef Karo -  Eretz Yisrael, 16C
Yam Shel Shlomo Rav Shlomo Luria -  Poland, 16C
Rav Zecharia Fendel America, 20C 

3. Teacher of the Rambam’s father, Rabbeinu Maimon

4. Not to be confused with the Ravad of Posquières, 12C France who comments on the Rambam 
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