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A] WHERE WERE THE JEWS 500-800?

(a) Bavel rising persecution under the Persians; conquered by Arabs in 637
(b) EretzYisrael crushing persecution under the Byzantine Christians; conquered by Arabs in 644
(c) Everywhere else (i) Spain - 412-589 - Visigoth Arian; 589-711 - Roman Catholic; Jews persecuted severely and expelled (613);

conquered by Arabs in 711
(i) France & Germany - Goths and Franks became Roman Catholic; Jews expelled 629
(iii) Italy - officially Byzantine but weakly ruled. Jews better off.

B] HISTORICAL CONTEXT 500-800
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500 CE
500-600
525-565
589

589

613
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629

629
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644
638-670
711

732
c750
750

760

The fall of Rome and the Western Roman Empire. Beginning of the ‘Dark Ages’. The Western Empire is overrun by barbarians
Beginning of the period of the Savoraim

Times of severe persecution in Eretz Yisrael under the Byzantines and rising persecution under the Parthians in Bavel
Roman Emperor Justinian

Beginning of the period of the Geonim

Visigoths in Spain become Roman Catholic and ban the open practice of Judaism

Jews expelled from Spain

The Persians conquer and occupy Eretz Yisrael

Establishmentofislam

The Byzantines reconquer Eretz Yisrael

Jews expelled from France and Germany

Death of Mohammed. Islam established in all Arabia

The Arabs conquered Persia (Bavel)

The Arabs conquer Eretz Yisrael

Bustenai is the Reish Galuta

The Arabs conquer Spain

Charles Martel, King of the Franks, defeats Moslems at Battle of Tours and prevents spread of Islam through Europe
Rav Achai Gaon leaves Bavel for Eretz Yisrael - spreads Talmud around the world

Omayyad Moslem Dynasty ends and Abbasis Dynasty begins

The split of Anan from Judaism and the founding of the Karaite religion

C] THE SEALING OF THE TALMUD
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* In what way are Rashi and the Rashbam focusing on different aspects of ‘sof hora’ah’?
* What the implications of the Rashbam’s approach to the nature of ‘chidush’ after the Talmud?
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* What is the function of the TsbP after the sealing of the Talmud?
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* What are the guidelines and restrictions on a posek’s ability to argue with another posek after the Chatimat HaShas?
* Are later authorities bound by earlier ones? If so, why would they be?
* Does Torah subscribe to a concept of MM TN NTP?
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* Do the Amoraim disagree with the Tannaim? If not, why not?

D] WHY WAS THE TALMUD SEALED?

D1] DECLINE OF THE GENERATIONS - RAV SHERIRA GAON
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* What reason is given by Rav Sherira Gaon for the development of the TsbP into the final version of the Talmud?
* Does he subscribe to the idea of MMTN NT?
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D2] NATURALISTIC CAUSES - SOCIAL AND POLITICAL REALITIES - RAMBAM
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* What is the reason given by the Rambam for the sealing of the Talmud?
* Does he subscribe to the idea of MM TN N7 ?

D3] THE END OF THE “2000 YEARS OF TORAH"

18.

It is of interest to note that the compilation of the Mishna, which represented a major turning point in the process of Torah transmission, took
place... in 3948. This was also precisely 2000 years after the birth of Avraham in 1948. 52 years after this date was the end of the 4th
Millennium, which the Sages refer to as the culmination of the “two millennia of Torah”, which began when Avraham Avinu began to
disseminate Torah at the age of 52, in the year 2000.

R. Zecharia Fendel Legacy of Sinai p176 n(98)

19.

Actually, the Two Millennia of Torah came to a close shortly before the death of Rebbi’s greatest talmid, Rav, in 4007. While Rav was one of the
earliest Amoraim, he was the last gadol who also hied Tannaitic status 3*29) NN 29. Thus, it may be said that the Two Millennia of Torah
came to a close at the end of the Tannaitic Era

R. Zecharia Fendel Legacy of Sinai p28 n(68)

20.

“172 years after the [destruction of] the Second Temple. the Two Millennia of Torah were completed and came to an end, and the angel of
Torah departed, The wellsprings of wisdom diminished. This is what we say: “R. Yochanan said: the heart of the early ones is like.....

Medieval Jewish Chronicles vol T p173°

1.
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2. publ 1887 Adolph Neubauer, Oxford University
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E] 'DAVAR SHEBEMINYAN' - GENERAL PRINCIPLES
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* What are the implications of this Rambam for the subsequent changing of halacha ruled in the Talmud?
* What will be needed to ‘overrule’ halacha as ruled in the Talmud?
* Note we will iy’H have further shiurim on the issues of the development of halacha in today’s post-Talmud system, including:-
- whether Rabbinic enactments from the time of Chazal can ever change or fall away entirely?
- if so, how do the poskim justify halachic change and development, given the sealing of the Talmud?
- what circumstances drive the poskim to change Rabbinic enactments?

Who's Who?

Rav Sherira Gaon Bavel, 10C

Rashi France, 11C

Mevo HaTalmud Rav Shmuel Hanagid - Spain, 11C

Ri MiGash Rav Yosef Ibn Migash - Spain, 11C°
Rambam Egypt, 12C

Rashbam France, 12C

Sefer Kabbala Ravad I - R’ Avraham ben David, Spain 12C*
Rem’a Rav Moshe Isserlis - Poland, 16C

Kesef Mishna Rav Yosef Karo - Eretz Yisrael, 16C

Yam Shel Shlomo Rav Shlomo Luria - Poland, 16C
Rav Zecharia Fendel America, 20C

3. Teacherofthe Rambam’s father, Rabbeinu Maimon

4. Notto be confused with the Ravad of Posquiéres, 12C France who comments on the Rambam
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