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dxezd zexewn

'dl zeyrl zr'e cenlzd xewn - 36
ohkaurh ,racn ,kkfn

A] EIT LA’ASOT LASHEM

1.W��, �r«uT Ur À
p Œ
v  wv�k ,«uǴ�g�k , †
g
 ufe:yhe ohkv,

2. vncc uchreva knrfv rvc vhktu iugsd iudf ktrahk rsdu dhhx ,uagk hsf vru, hrcs kg ihrcuga ubnn uars ubh,ucru
oa h"ar

3. :rnutu (yhe ohkv,)l,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,g�  wvk ,uagk ,g ouan l,ru, urpv :rnut i,b hcr /$
/sb ,ufrc

4.wvk ,uagk ,g- vru, uc rpvk r,un - ouen ka unak rcs ,uagk ,g tcaf 
/yx tnuh h"ar

• What criterion does Rashi require here for the use of the principle?

5. :ch,fs 'vsuxh uvz vru, ka vkuyhca ohngp :ahek ahr rnt (t:sk ,una)
T �r��C �J r¬�J�trahh :vank tuv lurc ausev uk rnt - 
 !,rcaa ljf

/ym ,ujbn

• How did Moshe make the decision to break the luchot? 

6. trphxc hbhhgn k"ru ibjuh hcr tvst,sdts :hfv harsu 't,cac l,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,gktu 'vru, regh, cyun :hrnt '
 ktrahn vru, jf,a,

:sh vrun,

• What appear to be the parameters for the use of the principle of eit la’asot1

7. utr ot ifuvga hpkkafvkn ktrahn ohcr khmvk ut ,sk ohcr rhzjvk hsf vag, tk ,umn kg rucgk ut vag ,umn kyck 
inzc ohrun ihs ,hc lf ukuf vhjha hsf vz ka ukdr ut ush l,uj tpurva oaf 'vgav vfhrma vn hpk ihaug ohrjt ohrcsc
hsf ,jt ,ca uhkg kkj ohbuatrv ohnfj urnta lrsf [okuf] unhhe,ha hsf vga hpk ,umn ,me kg rucgk ohbnzv in

 vcrv ,u,ca runaha
 s vfkv c erp ohrnn ,ufkv o"cnr

8. //// vga hpk vru, hruxht rh,vk //// ihs ,hck ahu khtuvvru, rcs vz ;t knrfv rvc uvhkt iudf vga lrum hpk grd otu :swctr
 l,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,g tuv

 y vfkv c erp ohrnn ,ufkv o"cnr

• How does the Ravad connect the concept of Eit La’asot with the principle of hora’at sha’ah.  Who has the power to exercise it?

• Is the permission to create an Oral Law text a temporary ‘dispensation’? How long has it been going on for?

1. See also Aruch HaShulchan LeAtid - Hilchot Mamrim (Halachot Shonot) 65:12-13



s�xc2       rabbi@rabbimanning.com     dbhbn ovrct - 5775

Background: the Gemara is dealing with women who had to bring bird korbanot after giving birth.  The price of birds increased dramatically

and R. Shimon ben Gamliel wanted to intervene to bring the prices down

9.;uxc !ihrbhsc vhvha sg vkhkv ihkt tk !vzv iugnv :kthknd ic iugna icr rnt /cvz rbhsc ohkaurhc ihbhe usnga vagn
vhkg rtav ihtu ohjczc ,kfutu sjt icre vthcn - ,utsu ,uchz wv ',utsu ,ushk wv vhkg aha vatv :snku s"ck xbfb

 oh,gcrc tuvv ouhc ihbhe usngu /vcuj
/j ,u,hrf

10. vru, hrcs kg kehva p"gtwvk ,uagk ,g;udv ,tnuyc ohasec ukfthu sjt ukhpt thcvkn uksjh utmnh tk hknkta tuv 
oa h"ar

• What rationale is Rashi bringing for eit la’asot?  How is the equation to be weighed?

11.ohbhbg ova hbpn 'rntnv vzc orcjk vmrt rat ohrcsv rcjk stn vcrv trh,n h,uhv h,rx tk hbta gsuh wc,h oavu
h,a kg h,bgab kct /ovc rcjtu v,g hbt khj,t lhtu 'vzv ,ukdv inzc ub,nutc vz h,kuz rpx ovc kkf rcuj tk 'ohr,xb

 'ihbgv vz unfc ornt ovn ,jtv /,unsevl,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,gh,a kgu /ohna oak uhvh lhagn kfu 'ornt ,hbavu /
rntnv vz herp ,mec h,rcja vnc h,bgab vkt ,unsev

vjh,p ohfucbv vrun rpx

• What is the Rambam’s concern in writing the Moreh Nevuchim, and what are his justifications?

• Does the writing of this sefer constitute a new ‘eit la’asot’ or the same one that allowed the creation of the Talmud?

12. :rntba 'oac urcj ouka ,t ktua ost tvha ubhe,vu(wc ,ur):uk urnthu 'ofng wv :ohrmuek rnthu ojk ,hcn tc zgc vbvu 
wv lfrch :rnutu /////`(y"he ohkv,) l,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,g /wvk ,uagk ,g ouan l,ru, urpv :rnut i,b hcr /

/sb ,ufrc

13.l,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,g rnutuka ubumr vz urcj oukak kutak ihuf,nv 'vz ;t /wvk ,uagk hsf vru, hrcs ohkycna ohngp - 
 ,uagku vru, rpvk r,un 'uvpsru ouka aec rntba 'ouenruxt vtrbv rcs

oa h"ar

14.vat rnz - ut o"ufgv ihc lrsc tuv ot n"nu /ktrah ihcu ivf ihc gunak ruxtu vurg kkfc f"d thv ,hrfb vhubp rnz kueu ///// 
o"ufgv ihc ihhura ubta iuhf f"kts lrcku ,urek r,un w,hhrutsn vurg hrens ubhmn tks iuhf ,ujnk uk t"ta xubt tuvu rhgc

 rntb z"gu vkp,u vru,n kyc,bl,ru, urpv wsk ,uagk ,grnzv kuek uck i,h tku exug tuva vausevk ihufk uck .nt,h lt 
zh ewx vg inhx vrurc vban

15. sug ahurh,vk ;hbx'ohna oak u,buuf er vchj lrs vaug ubhta kfa 't"f whx z"gvctc t"nrv c,fa vn h"pg asue ,urhnz 
hasek vchj ockc ,gyku ,ubcv kmt ohh,s ,uadr rrugk hsf 'a"ak ohbuuf,n f"d asue ,urhnz ohrnznva iuhf //// /r,un

 'ktrahohkhenv kg lunxk ah :ehsmv iugna hcd (/yx) tnuh wxnc whgu /wvk ,uagk ,g:sh vrun, wxncu /oa h"arhpcu wufu 
 ouan p"gca vru, hrcs cu,fk urh,va t,htl,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,gtku vru,v in ,jt ,ut regh, cyun :urntu '

ktrahn vru, jf,a,
 jhr sung zg inhx t ekj at hshra ,"ua

Circumstances in which eit la’asot has been invoked:

• Writing of the Oral Law

• Shimon Hatzadik going out to greet Alexander in the Bigdei Kehuna - Yoma 69a

• Women being allowed to dress as men to avoid the possibility of being attacked and raped by enemy soldiers - Sefer Chasidim 200

• Using a Book of Haftorot in shul

• Using God’s name in social greeting

• Modern introduction of changes in women’s learning  

• Reading Shema when non-Jewish women are singing

• Mixed singing of Shabbat zemirot in a kiruv setting 
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B] THE SHIFT TO GEMARA

16.huv okugku 'uzn vkusd vsn lk iht - sunk,c 'rfa vhkg ihkyubu vsn - vbanc 'vsn vbhtu vsn - trenc ihexugv :ibcr ub,
r,uh vbank .r huv okugku :,rnt rsvu 'uzn vkusd vsn lk iht sunk,c :,rnt 'thae tpud tv /sunk,v in r,uh vbank .r
okugku :uvk ars rsv /tsunk, r,c ukztu ih,hb,n tnkg tkuf ueca 'uz vban ,hbab hcr hnhc :ibjuh hcr rnt - !sunk,v in

/sunk,v in r,uh vbank .r huv
/dk tghmn tcc

17. vtruv ;ux tbhcru hat cr
/up tghmn tcc

18.vtruv ;ux-  ut 'arsnv ,hcc vbanv ogyc ,ktab vkta v,hvaf tkt rsxv kg trnd v,hv tk ovhnh sg 'ihtruntv kf ;ux
'ovhbpka ihtrunt ,uguna urshx tbhcru hat cru 'ungy rnut sjtu sjt kf - r,hvu ruxht ut iunn ihsc grutnv vagn kg vkta
ov .r,k ohutra oheurhpu chavk aha ,uhaue uaevu 'vk vhubavu vhutrv vbanv kmt sjtu sjt kf ,u,fxnv rsx kg ugceu
'ivhbpka i,ut urhhaa vn 'ivhkga ohmur,vu 'uvk thgcht hvbhnru hch,hn vhch,ht :iudf 'trndc kfv ugceu 'ovnga ohtruntvu
tbhcru hat cr utcu 'hcr rshxa vbanvu ,u,fxnv rsx kg trndc ougce tk ovhkga ihmurh,vu ,uhauev ovhbpk urnta i,utu

ougceu
oa h"ar

19.hat cr sgu hcr ,unhn :rnut hbt ;t 'tcrs vhrc tjt cr rnt //// /sjt ouenc vkusdu vru, ubhmn tk hcr sgu van ,unhn
sjt ouenc vkusdu vru, ubhmn tk

/yb ihyhd

20.ihhgkn rus rjt rus uksj tku 'vbanv hrcs ihcvk tkt u,ryn v,hv tk vscfbv vrucjv v,ut hrjtu uhrjt snga hn kf
asju vc ihhg tka rus vhv tku /vca ,ufkv ,men aurhpc ohbav lanc uekjbu 'u,bcvu u,ghsh hpk ofj kf 'varpku vc
vtru 'orcjk hat cr sjh,bu /sunk, hnfj ;ux ova hat cru tbhcrk inzv ghdva sg 'ohsunk vbnn snku ohausj vbnn
hkgc ,uguna kf ;xt 'van hrjt vhva hn kf hrcsc ausev ubhcr vaga unf ausev ubhcr rjt vhva hn kf hrcsc ,uagk
lrutn wv ubbja vnc kfv ,t u,ghsh vkkfu /opxtu ,ukcev rrhcu 'oharpnv haurhpu 'ohbhhgnv ka iuhg hrcsu ',ugunav

/ohrcs vgcrt uc u,ryn gceu 'sunk,v rcju 'sunkv ,cvtu jurv

rurhcu 'urhcj kg arpn kf ,bgyu 'grfv ovk ihta vbanv ,ubuak kg urntba ohbuav ohaurhpv kfu vbanv ruthc 'sjtv
/uh,urync ,hrehgv vrynv thv uzu ',esumv vbgyv

/vbanv hrcsk uvunsa vnc ut 'vbnn snkba vnc ut 'vaurhpc ut 'vbanc uekjba ohekujv sjt hrcsf vfkv exp 'hbavu

urcsa ohtb,v hrcsk ofhnxvu 'ovn usnka ,uhtrvu ohkkfv ruthcu 'rus kf hnfj vbanv in uasja ohausjvu 'hahkavu
/ubnz sg ausev ubhcr rjtn uagba ',ube,vu ',urhzdvu 'gceba vn ovhrcsn gceba sg 'vbanc

arsv uc hutra inszha erp kf ihbgk ,unht,nv ,uars 'hghcrvu
 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

C] TALMUD BAVLI

• on 4 Sedarim - (1) Moed, (2) Nashim, (3) Nezikin, (4) Kodshim plus Berachot and Nidda

• contains 2711 blatt (5422 pages)
• first organized by Abbaye and Rava (c.330), main organization by Rav Ashi (c.400) and Ravina II (c.475)
• final completion by the Savoraim (c. 550) and committed to written form sometime between 6th and 8th
Century 
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21. o�k«ug h 
, 
n 9F h;b �ch ;J«uv oh ;F �J�j �n 9C /sunk,c vkukc 'vbanc vkukc 'trenc vkukc :ibjuh hcr rnt ?wkccw htn) (u:d vfhthcr rnt
 kcc ka vsunk, vz :vhnrh

/sf ihrsvbx

22.wufu vbancu trenc vkukc- akah okugk (/yh d"g ,fxn) ohnfj urnta vnn ubnmg ihryup ubt ubka sunk,cs o, ubhcr arhp 
inuen uvzht ,banc ohbuau shn,v ,arp ouh kfc ohtrue ubt if hp kg ;t x"ac ahka vbanc ahka trenc ahka uh,uba ost

wufu ,usn vrag akac rnut ktgnah hcr ihxrudu/

/sf ihrsvbx ,upxu,

D] HISTORICAL CONTEXT TO THE FORMATION OF THE TALMUD BAVLI

423 BCE Destruction of the First Temple and start of the Babylonian community
c.190 CE Beginning the migration of students of R. Yehudah Hanasi from Israel to Bavel
c.200 Shmuel leaves Israel to set up a yeshiva in Nehardea in Bavel 
220 Rav, a student of R. Yehudah HaNasi emigrates to Bavel setting up yeshivot, eventually 

the great yeshiva at Sura
228 With the death of R. Yehudah Nessiah (grandson of R. Yehudah Hanasi) the mantel of 

great Torah leadership passes to Bavel
247 Rav dies
c.235-284 Roman empire declines into anarchy.  Jewish life in Israel becomes more difficult.

The remaining Rabbinic leaders of Israel include R. Yochanan and R. Shimon b. 
Lakish. The beginnings of the formation of the Talmud Yerushalmi

c.250 Rav Huna, a student of Rav, takes over in Sura
254 Shmuel dies
257 Rav Yehudah, a students of Rav, founds a new yeshiva in Pumpedisa
259 The Yeshiva in Nehardea is destroyed.  Pumpedisa and Sura remain the pre-eminent 

world yeshivot for the next 800 years.
298 Rav Huna dies and Rav Chisda takes over at Sura
300 Rav Yehudah dies and Rabbah and Rav Yosef take over at Pumpedisa
c.310 Other leading Rabbis in Bavel include Rav Sheshet and Rav Nachman
313 Roman Emperor, Constantine converts to Christianity
325 Christian Counsel of Nicaea
326 Abbaye then Rava becomes the heads of Pumpedisa yeshiva. Rava and Abbeya begin 

the process of redacting the Talmud Bavli
330 Roman empire splits into Western (in Rome) and Eastern (in Constantinople)
350 Talmud Yerushalmi is produced as Jewish life in Israel draws to a close
352 Rava dies and Rav Nachman takes over in Pumpedisa and Rav Papa, a talmid of 

Abbaye founds a new yeshiva connected with Sura. 
360 Julian ‘the Apostate’ made Roman Emperor - renounces Christianity and gives 

permission to the Jews to rebuild the Temple (soon withdrawn when he dies!)
371 Rav Ashi, a talmid of Rava, takes over as head of Sura together with Ravina I
377 Rav Zevid takes over in Pumpedisa 
c.400 Rav Ashi undertakes the main redaction of the Talmud Bavli
410 The Sack of Rome
427 Rav Ashi dies
455 Mar b. Rav Ashi takes over as head of Sura
450-500 Increasing persecution for the Jews of Bavel
474 Ravina II takes over as head of Sura.  
476 Fall of the Western Roman Empire
c.480 Ravina II completes Rav Ashi’s main redaction of the Talmud
500 Ravina II dies and Sura Yeshiva is closed
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Who’s Who

Rashi France, 11C
Rambam Spain, 12C
Tosafot France/Germany, 12/13C
Mishna Berura R’ Yisrael Meir HaKohen Kagan - Russia, 19/20C 
Seridei Aish R’ Yaakov Yechiel Weinberg - Lithuania/Germany/Switzerland, 20C 

            The Seridei Aish  R’ Yisrael Meir Kagan  (new photo found in 2015) 


