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* What criterion does Rashi require here for the use of the principle?
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* How did Moshe make the decision to break the luchot?
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* What appear to be the parameters for the use of the principle of eit la’asot!
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* How does the Ravad connect the concept of Eit La’asot with the principle of hora’at sha’ah. Who has the power to exercise it?
* |s the permission to create an Oral Law text a temporary ‘dispensation’? How long has it been going on for?

1. See also Aruch HaShulchan LeAtid - Hilchot Mamrim (Halachot Shonot) 65:12-13
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Background: the Gemara is dealing with women who had to bring bird korbanot after giving birth. The price of birds increased dramatically
and R. Shimon ben Gamliel wanted to intervene to bring the prices down
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* What rationale is Rashi bringing for eit la’asot? How is the equation to be weighed?
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* What is the Rambam’s concern in writing the Moreh Nevuchim, and what are his justifications?

* Does the writing of this sefer constitute a new ‘eit Ia’asot’ or the same one that allowed the creation of the Talmud?
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Circumstances in which eit Ia’asot has been invoked:

* Writing of the Oral Law

* Shimon Hatzadik going out to greet Alexander in the Bigdei Kehuna - Yoma 69a

* Women being allowed to dress as men to avoid the possibility of being attacked and raped by enemy soldiers - Sefer Chasidim 200
* Using a Book of Haftorot in shul

* Using God’s name in social greeting

* Modern introduction of changes in women’s learning

* Reading Shema when non-Jewish women are singing

* Mixed singing of Shabbat zemirot in a kiruv setting
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C] TALMUD BAVLI

e on 4 Sedarim - (1) Moed, (2) Nashim, (3) Nezikin, (4) Kodshim plus Berachot and Nidda

e contains 2711 blatt (5422 pages)

« first organized by Abbaye and Rava (c.330), main organization by Rav Ashi (¢.400) and Ravina II (c.475)
e final completion by the Savoraim (c. 550) and committed to written form sometime between 6th and 8th
Century
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D] HISTORICAL CONTEXT TO THE FORMATION OF THE TALMUD BAVLI

423 BCE
c.190 CE
c.200
220

228

247
€.235-284

c.250
254
257
259

298
300
c.310
313
325
326

330
350
352

360

371
377
c.400
410
427
455
450-500
474
476
c.480
500

Destruction of the First Temple and start of the Babylonian community

Beginning the migration of students of R. Yehudah Hanasi from Israel to Bavel
Shmuel leaves Israel to set up a yeshiva in Nehardea in Bavel

Rav, a student of R. Yehudah HaNasi emigrates to Bavel setting up yeshivot, eventually
the great yeshiva at Sura

With the death of R. Yehudah Nessiah (grandson of R. Yehudah Hanasi) the mantel of
great Torah leadership passes to Bavel

Rav dies

Roman empire declines into anarchy. Jewish life in Israel becomes more difficult.
The remaining Rabbinic leaders of Israel include R. Yochanan and R. Shimon b.
Lakish. The beginnings of the formation of the Talmud Yerushalmi

Rav Huna, a student of Rav, takes over in Sura

Shmuel dies

Rav Yehudah, a students of Rav, founds a new yeshiva in Pumpedisa

The Yeshiva in Nehardea is destroyed. Pumpedisa and Sura remain the pre-eminent
world yeshivot for the next 800 years.

Rav Huna dies and Rav Chisda takes over at Sura

Rav Yehudah dies and Rabbah and Rav Yosef take over at Pumpedisa

Other leading Rabbis in Bavel include Rav Sheshet and Rav Nachman

Roman Emperor, Constantine converts to Christianity

Christian Counsel of Nicaea

Abbaye then Rava becomes the heads of Pumpedisa yeshiva. Rava and Abbeya begin
the process of redacting the Talmud Bavli

Roman empire splits into Western (in Rome) and Eastern (in Constantinople)
Talmud Yerushalmi is produced as Jewish life in Israel draws to a close

Rava dies and Rav Nachman takes over in Pumpedisa and Rav Papa, a talmid of
Abbaye founds a new yeshiva connected with Sura.

Julian ‘the Apostate’ made Roman Emperor - renounces Christianity and gives
permission to the Jews to rebuild the Temple (soon withdrawn when he dies!)

Rav Ashi, a talmid of Rava, takes over as head of Sura together with Ravina I
Rav Zevid takes over in Pumpedisa

Rav Ashi undertakes the main redaction of the Talmud Bavli

The Sack of Rome

Rav Ashi dies

Mar b. Rav Ashi takes over as head of Sura

Increasing persecution for the Jews of Bavel

Ravina II takes over as head of Sura.

Fall of the Western Roman Empire

Ravina IT completes Rav Ashi’s main redaction of the Talmud

Ravina II dies and Sura Yeshiva is closed
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Who's Who

Rashi France, 11C

Rambam Spain, 12C

Tosafot France/Germany, 12/13C

Mishna Berura R’ Yisrael Meir HaKohen Kagan - Russia, 19/20C

Seridei Aish R’ Yaakov Yechiel Weinberg - Lithuania/Germany/Switzerland, 20C

The Seridei Aish R’ Yisrael Meir Kagan (new photo found in 2015)
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