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GOING UP TO HAR HABAYIT

A) General Issues Arising
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() The Temple; (i) Tumah; (iii) Moreh Mikdash; (iv) Hashkafa; (v) Politics

B) Mount Moriah
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C) Historical Context

D) The Structure of the Temple
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E) The Halachot of Purity and Impurity in the Temple
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F) Where was the Temple
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11. This hill it was which Solomon, who was the first of our kings,by Divine revelation, encompassed with a wall; it was of excellent
workmanship upwards, and round the top of it... This hill was walled all round, and in compass four stadia (about 185 meters
or 607 feet), [the distance of] each angle containing in length a stadia...

Josephus Antiquities 15:11

The Mishna is explicit that Har Habayit was 500 x 500 amot. There are various opinions on the size on an ama. These will gives us an
area for Har Habayit of between approximately 220 x 220 m (48,400m2) and 300 x 300 m (90,000 m2).

Today the Temple Mount is a rectangular trapezoid NOT a square, and its area is approx 300 x 500 m (150,000 m?). This means that
the Temple Mount is at least 66% bigger than the halachic Har Habayit an possibly more than 3 times the size. The actual dimensions

of the Temple Mount are 281 meters at the south, 310 meters at the north, 461 meters at the east and 491 meters at the west.

This is not a surprise as it is well known that Herod increased the Temple area. This means that a large part of what is now the Temple
Mount may be entered without halachic concern. The problem is to identify which part.
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Temple Mount Bird’s Eye View
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There are 4 main theories based on archeological, documentary and surveying evidence as to where the Temple was located on the
modern Temple Mount

(A) Tlle Central System - that the Rock in the Dome of the Rock! is in the position of the Mizbeach (Rav Goren)

b
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This would place the approximate position of Har Habayit as
follows:-

e
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This would place the approximate position of
Har Habayit as follows:-
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1. The A/l-SakaraRock, roughly 13 meters by 17 meters (43 feet by 56 feet).
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(C) The Northern System - that the Temple lays to the North of the Dome of the Rock
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This would place the approximate position of
Har Habayit as follows:-
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This would place the approximate position of
Har Habayit as follows:-

The theory most accepted is the Middle Theory which places the Holy of Holies in the exact place of the Dome of the Rock. Thus a route
around Har Habayit has been devised to avoid all of the potentially problematic areas where the Temple complex could have stood

(according to current theories)

to download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com



5775 »»»m ©Nn9aN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 7 402

G) Is the Temple area still holy?
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H) Ritual Impurity and Har Habayit Today
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Who is excluded from Har Habayit
Zav a man who has experienced a running genital discharge, sometimes associated with venereal disease
Zava awoman who has experienced menstrual bleeding during the middle 11 days of the monthly cycle (when

leeding is not expected)
Nidda awomen who has experienced menstrual bleeding during the beginning of the monthly cycle (when

bleeding is expected)
Yoledet awoman within 7 days of childbirth of a boy and 14 days of a girl
Ba’al Keri a man who has emitted semen or a woman who has had intercourse in the last 3 days
TvulYom any person who has been to the mikveh and awaits sunset on that day

Halachic issues arising out of this:-

* Going to the mikveh (according to Rashi before sunset the day before)

* Finding a men’s mikvah which is kosher for a tevilah min haTorah, rather than the minhag of ‘Tevilat Ezra’

* The need for a Ma’ayan and not just a Mikvah for a Zav

* Preparation and supervision in the mikveh - for men and women

* Halachot of Mikveh: chatzitza, beracha etc

* Married women must separate from their husbands for at least 3 days before this mivkeh (according to Rashi must then wait until the
day after mikveh to go up

* Which men are considered to be a Zav?

* Unmarried women and mikveh - should they go, should they tell anyone they have been; brides before the wedding?
* Non-Jews on Temple Mount - permitted areas, behavior
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I) The Modern Psak

Those against

Charedi Rabbis have always and still today totally prohibit entry Har Habayit. The position of of the Zionist establishment is somewhat
less clear. In 1967 after the Temple Mount was recaptured the Israeli Chief Rabbinate - Rabbis Unterman and Nissim put out a
statement opposing entry to Temple Mount. The position of Rav Avraham Kook and Rav Tzvi Yehuda Kook is not clear. They are
generally understood to have opposed entering Har Bayit but Rav Shiomo Ra’anan, grandson of Rav A. I. Kook write that they definitely
permitted entry to certain areas.

Rabbanim opposing entry to Har HaBayit include:

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef Z'l, former Sefardi Chief Rabbi of Israel
Rabbi Yitzchak Weiss z'l, the Minchat Yitzchak

Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg z'l, the Tzitz Eliezer

Rabbi Avraham Shapiro z'l, former Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel and then Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Mercaz HaRav>
RabbiYosef Shalom ElyashivZz'l

RabbiYehoshua Neuwirth Z'l

Rabbi Mordecai Eliyahu z'I;

Rabbi Shalom Cohen, Rosh Yeshivat Porat Yosef

Rabbi Shlomo Amar, former Sefardi Chief Rabbi of Israel

Rabbi Yitzchak Yosef current Sefardi Chief Rabbi of Israel

Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron, former Sefardi Chief Rabbi of Israel
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky

Rabbi Shmuel Rabinowitz, Rav of the Kotel

Rabbi Avigdor Nevensal, Rav of the Old City

Rabbi Simcha HaKohen Kook, Rav of Rechovot

Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, former Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel and current Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv
Rabbi Arieh Stern, Chief Rabbi of Yerushalyim

Rabbi Shlomo Aviner, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Ateret Cohanim
Rabbi Zalman Melamed, Rosh Yeshivat Bet-El

Rabbi Zvi Tau, Rosh Yeshivat Har HaMor

Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, Rosh Yeshivat Har Etzion

Those For

In recent years increasing number of senior Rabbanim have ascended Har Habayit*. Those who permit entry to (at least certain parts of)
Temple Mount include:

Rabbi Shlomo Goren Z'l, former Ashkenazi Chief Rabbis of Israel

Rabbi Chaim David Halevi Z'l, former Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv

Rabbi Yisrael Yaakov Fischer 'l , former head of the Edah Charedit

RabbiYosef Kapach Z'l

RabbiYechiel Michel Tukuchinsky z'l

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein z'l in a teshuva seems to indicate that some parts of the Temple Mount are permitted to enters
RabbiMoshe Tendlers

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe’

Rabbi Dov Lior, Rabbi of Kiryat Arba

Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu, Rav of Tzfat

2. Although Rav Eliezer Melamed writes that he personally asked Rav Shapira who told him that, although he was against it, it was halachically permitted - see
http://www.yeshiva.org.il/ask/?id=184

Although in a letter it seems that he does permit entry to certain places on Har HaBayit

30 senior Religious Zionist Rabbanim went onto Har HaBayit on Yom Yerushalayim 2014 - see http://www.inn.co.il/News/News.aspx/276982

See Igrot Moshe, 0.C.2:113 s'v ‘uma shetiratzta’ and also https://www.templeinstitute.org/harav_moshe.htm
See a fascinating video of Rav Tendler on Har Habayit at http: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=cw9 1yrKuQec
see http://lamikdash.blogspot.co.il/2009/10/blog-post_8181.html and generally http://largel.blogspot.co.il/ for copies of letters and personal writings of a number of
(surprising!) Rabbanim who may permit entry to Har Habayit
to download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com
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Rabbi Ben-Zion Mutzafi, Rosh Yeshivat Bnei Tzion

Rabbi Eliezer Melamed, Rosh Yeshivat Har Beracha

RabbiYisrael Ariel, Rav of Machon Hamikdash

Rabbi She'ar Yashuv Cohen, Chief Rabbi of Haifa;

Rabbi Yuval Sherlo, Rosh Yeshiva of the hesder yeshiva of Petah Tikva
Rabbi Yaacov Meidan, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Har Etzion

Rabbi Yitzchak Shilat, Maaleh Adumim

Rabbi Re’em HaCohen, Rosh Yeshivat Otniel

Rabbi Zefania Derori, Rosh Yeshivat Kiryat Shemoneh

Rabbi Chaim Druckman, Rav of Yeshivot Bnei Akivah

Rabbi Yisrael Rozen, Machon Zomet

Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Rimon, Rav Alon Shvuts

Rabbi Nachum Rabbinovitz, Rosh Yeshivat Bircat Moshe, Ma’alei Adumim

Other arguments brought to justify going onto Har Habayit today, even into the Temple area include:-

* The halachic permission to go onto Har Habayit even when tamei in order to construct and fix it. They argue that this includes
inspection and survey

* The halachic obligation to conquer Har Habayit - they argue that each assent makes it politically harder for the Moslems to retain
ultimate control

J) Moreh Mikdash
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K) The Hashkafa Angle

Consider how the halachic aspects of this issue are intertwined with the politics and hashkafa including;-
* should we be pushing the rebuilding of the Temple

¢ should Temple Mount be in our hands

* how do we keep Jewish control of Temple Mount/Jerusalem

* how does Temple Mount impact upon the Middle East peace process

* should we have a shul on Temple Mount now

* is this part of what it means to be Religious Zionist or is it Messianic

L) Further Reading

* Entering the Temple Mount in Halacha and Jewish History, Meyer and Messner, Hakira Journal Vol 10 p 29 -
http://www.hakirah.org/Vol%2010%20Messner.pdf
* Halachic Aspects of Visiting the Temple Mount, Stein, Daniel Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society XLIV, 79

8. See his halachot of Aliyah to Har HaBayit:
http://vbm.etzion.org.il/he/%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%AA-%D7%A2%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%94-%D7%9C%D7%94%D7%A8-%D7%94%D7%91%D7
%99%D7%AA
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