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* What is the problem with Sefarim Hachitzonim?
* Are they all heretical? Are some of them?
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* What s prohibited concerning ‘Sefarim Chitzonim’2 such as Ben Sira - public reading or private?
* Which books are included in this category
* |s the halacha according to R’ Akiva?
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* How does this connect the issur of Sefarim Hachitzonim to the general issue of the cannonization of Tanach
* Is it still a da’at yachid?

Skip source 5 for now and come back to it at the end
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1. Homer
2. SeeAppendix
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* What are the implications of the status of ‘not being metamei yadayim’
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* Who was ‘Elisha Acher’ and what happened to him?
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* Most of the Apocrypha and Pseudapigrapha were preserved by the early Christian church, copied multiple times, translated into other

languages eg. Greek, Slavic, Ethiopic. Also, Christian glosses were added to them by subsequent generations. As such, they are not
considered to be reliable from a Torah perspective
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* Would the other books of the Apocrypha be called W »N M90?
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B] THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS

* Discovered 1947

* Qumran Sect broke away from the main Jewish community in Jerusalem towards the end of the 2nd temple period

* Mostly of Sadducean or Essene origin

* Nearly one thousand text fragments and longer scrolls uncovered dating from between around 400 BCE and 300 CE

* In Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and Nabataean

* Divided into three general groups: (1) 40% copies of texts from the Tanach (2) 30% of them are texts from the Second Temple Period
Apocrypha eg Enoch, Jubilees, Tobit, Ben Sirah; (3) 30% sectarian manuscripts

» Of the Qumran texts which appear to have been brought in from outside the sect, a very high proportion (around 80%) match the
standard Biblical (Masoretic) Text very closely

* Recently digitised on-line: www.deadseascrolls.org.il/home

* |n the Shrine of the Book - Israel Museum

Who’s Who

Rambam R" Moshe ben Maimon - Spain/N Africa, 12C
Ramban R" Moshe ben Nachman - Spain, 13C

Ritva R"Yom Tov ben Avraham Asevilli - Spain, 13/14C
Rivash R’ Isaac ben Sheshet Perfet - Spain, 14C

R’ Ovadia MiBartenura Italy/Eretz Yisrael, 15/16C

Tosefot Yom Tov R" Yom Tov Lipman Heller - Germany/Poland, 17C
Margoliot HaYam R’ Reuven Margoliot - Jerusalem, 20C

R’ Reuven Margoliot

3. Areference to the Apocryphal book of Susanna, but actually a quote from the Apocryphal book of Judith 1:8
4. Areference to the Apocryphal book - the Wisdom of Solomon
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APPENDIX
BOOKS EXCLUDED FROM TANACH

APOCRYPHA

Def: Works from the Second Temple Period in a style and tone similar to biblical books and included in the Septuagintin
Alexandria

Prayer of Manasses

1 Esdras (3 Ezra)

2 Esdras (4 Ezra)

1 Maccabees

2 Maccabees

3 Maccabees

Tobit

Judith

Esther (10:4-16:24)

Song of the Three Young Men in the Furnace
Story of Susanna (Daniel 13)

Bel and the Dragon

Baruch and the Letter of Jeremiah
Wisdom of Solomon

Wisdom of Ben Sirah - Ecclesiasticus

PSEUDEPIGRAPHA

Def: Works from the Second Temple Period and not included in the Septuagint

Ethiopic Book of Enoch (1 Enoch)
Slavonic Book of Enoch (2 Enoch)
Book of Jubilees

Assumption of Moses

Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs
Letter of Aristeas

4 Maccabees



