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A] THE BOOKS OF TANACH
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* How many books are there in Tanach according to this source?
* Are they in the same order as our Tanach?
* Who decided which books were included in Tanach and which were excluded?!
* Some books were excluded from Tanach - see next shiur. What caused their exclusion?
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* When do sources 2 and 3 date from?2
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* What is the essential difference between Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim?
* What decides which books fit in which sections?
* Which books of the Ketuvim were actually written by Nevi’im? Why are they therefore not in Nevi’'im?
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* Why is Tanach called ‘Torah’, ‘Nevi'im’ and ‘Ketuvim’?
* What does ‘Torah’ mean?
* If the book is named after the contents, why is Nevi’'im not called ‘Nevu’ah’ or ‘Nevu’ot’?

1. Forafascinating shiur onthe issue - http:
See also Rabbi Dr. Leiman’s PhD thesis publlshed as T/re Cannonization ofHebrewScr/pture by Sid Z. Leiman (Second Ed 1991, Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences). In general,
many of Rabbi Leiman’s excellent shiurim are available for free download on YUTorah. Many of his articles are available free at www.leimanlibrary.com/

2. Note that there are many other sources from this period that attest to 24 books in the Tanach
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* Why is Torah not called ‘Nevuah’?
* What is special about the written nature of ‘Ketuvim’? Aren’t all the books written down? Why not call them all that?3

6. .... |[must now describe the different degrees of prophecy .....

(2) The second degree is this: A person feels as if something came upon him, and as if he had received a new power that encourages him
to speak. ..... all this he does while awake, and in the full possession of his senses. Such a person is said to speak by the holy spirit
(ruach hakodesh) . David composed the Psalms, and Solomon the Book of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon by this
spirit; also Daniel, Job, Chronicles, and the rest of the Hagiographa were written in this holy spirit; therefore they are called Ketuvim
(Writings, or Written), i.e., written by men inspired by the holy spirit. Our Sages mention this expressly concerning the Book of Esther. In
reference to such holy spirit, David says: "The spirit of the Lord spoke in me, and his word is on my tongue" (2 Sam. 23:2); i.e., the spirit
of the Lord caused him to utter these words.

...... For this reason the nation desired to place the book of Daniel among the Hagiographa, and not among the Prophets. | have,
therefore, pointed out to you, that the prophecy revealed to Daniel and Solomon, although they saw an angel in the dream, was not
considered by them as a perfect prophecy, but as a dream containing correct information. They belonged to the class of men that spoke,
inspired by the ruach ha-kodesh, "the holy spirit." Also in the order of the holy writings, no distinction is made between the books of
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Daniel, Psalms, Ruth, and Esther; they are all written by divine inspiration. The authors of all these books are
called prophets in the more general sense of the term.

Moreh Nevuchim 2:45
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* Are you happy with this division between Nevuah and Ruach Hakodesh?
* Who wrote lyov, Rut and Eicha? Which parts of Tanach are they in?3
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* This Tehilla was said by David - is it Nevuah or Ruach Hakodesh?3
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» According to halacha, do sifrei Nevi'im have a higher level of kedusha than Ketuvim?

* Abarbanel answers that Nevi'im and Ketuvim have the same level of kedusha and inspiration. BUT Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim have
three different functions. Nevi’im were sent to address the Jewish people with a direct spoken message. Ketuvim is wisdom literature
which is to instruct the Jewish people

3. These questions are all asked by the Abarbenel in his introduction to the book of Yehoshua
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* What are the 3 kinds of material in Tanach? What are their different functions?
* How for example does Divrei Hayamim relate to Sefer Melachim?
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* What (in this context) is the ‘kabbalah’?
* How does it fit with Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim?
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B] WHEN WAS TANACH '‘CANONISED"?

How do we know when a book become ‘canonised’? What would be a good test?

* ‘Quotability’ - Nevi’im often quote Torah. When are the Nevi'im first quoted as authoritative texts?
* Ben Sira (190BCE) quotes many of the Nevi'im, but NOT the Ketuvim
* We have books of Ketuvim in the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Many Jewish scholars* understand that the final cannonisation of the books of Tanach took place in the mid second temple period, at the
time of the Chashmonaim.
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Background to source 16: Chazal made a takana that the scrolls of Tanach make a persons hands tamei. (This was to stop people storing terumah
(which had kedusha) togther with sifrei kodesh where the terumah would be nibbled by mice!) Now the discussion becomes - which of the books actually
count as sifrei kodesh and which are excluded from Tanach?

4. See RabbiLeiman’s book referred to above
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* Summarize the 5 opinions in the Mishna on the status of Shir Hashirim and Kohelet
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* When did these debates take place?
* Are they debting if these books should be included in the Tanach or are something else?
* What are the halachic implications for a sefer to be included as ‘sifrei kodesh’
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Who’'s Who?

Redak R’ David Kimche - 12C, Provence
Moreh Nevuchim Rambam - 12C, North Africa
Shulchan Aruch R’ Yosef Karo - 16C, Eretz Yisrael

Pachad Yitzchak R’ Yitzchak Hutner - 20C, America
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R’ Yitzchak Hutner with R” Moshe Fein
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