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dxezd zexewn
oeive oei - 28

ohkaurh ,racn ,kkfn

A] THE SPIRITUAL POWER OF GREECE

1.h�b �P�k �g , �p �j �r �n oh �v«k�t �jUr �u o«uv �, h�b �P�k �g Q �J«j �u Uv«c�u Uv«, v �,�h �v . �r �t �v �u (c) :. �r �t �v , �t �u o�h �n �! �v , �t ohe«k�t t �r�C ,h �Jt �r �C (t)
r«ut�h �v�h �u r«ut h �v�h ohe«k�t r �nt«H �u (d) :o�h �N �v

 d-t :t ,hatrc

2. uv, v,hv .rtvu - /// kcc ,ukd vzuvcu /// hsn ,ukd vz -  - lauju ivh,urhzdc ktrah ka ovhbhg vfhajva iuh ,ukd vz 
 ic a"r s:c varp vcr ,hatrc

• Why are the Greeks specifically associated with darkness? 

3.  - ouh rutk ohekt trehu ohehsm ka ivhagn ukt
 j:d vcr ,hatrc

4. ///// ohehsm shc ohgaru 
vkhp, rushx -  ohxbv kg

5.v/�j �n �G c¬�k�h �r �J�h�kU eh·�S �M�k �g 6́r�z rI ­t
th:z�m ohkhv,

6. rntba 'ouh kfc vbhfa hpt hkcens hehsm t,hau ih,k,n tnkg ,ujp tk :hhct rnt(k uvhgah)  uk hfuj kf hratu"k -
 uuv t,hau ih,k, thrynhdc

:vn vfux

• What is the relevance of the number 36 to Chanukah?

7. , �j º�E�k �, �n J´�t �u ÆkIs�D i³�b�g iI Àp�M �v�i �n v �́t�C v ¹�r�g �x �jUŗ Áv�B �v �u t �r ¿�t�uch·�c �x I­k V/�d«¬b �uJ/�t �v QI¬T �n k­�n �J �j/�v ih¬�g �F V º�fIT �̧nU 
s:t ktezjh

8.chcx uk vdbu uvc ch,fs vdb uvc tku vdub iuk trjxs iuh ,ufkn uvht ts chcx 
 c sung dx ;s ur,h ,arp asj rvuz

9.chcx uk vdb uctxns tryx tkt ts tryx ,hks cd kg ;ts tbphkut tfvn //// chcx uk vdbthhjsk ab rck vhk lhrymt tku 
s ihdc ?y"n /rck vhk- chcx uk vdblhrymt ts kgu tbke vhc tdvbtk lhrymt tku vhk ,ht t,ubnhvns vauses tryx

t,ubnhvns vauses tryxc tekuj vhk cvhnk
  c sung sme ;s kvehu ,arp c lrf rvuz

• Why are the Greeks specifically associated with light?  What type of light is that?
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10.oun vc iht rat(c:yh rcsnc)t,ubnhvn hjrtk ihchre iubhts iuh ,ufkn ts 
/zkr hsuep �p c lrf rvuz

11./// o·�J�h�kNv/�t �C i« ­F �J�h �u , �pº�h�k Æohe«k�t �T �p³�h
zf:y ,hatrc

12.oa hbfanc vh,bhfa hrahu ,phk hh h,ph
oa xukebut oudr,

13.///// o �J �s t �J �r �s �n �C iUr �J�h �u hIb �C iUrh�h�d �,�h �u , �p�h �s Vh �nUj �T �h�h r �P �J�h 
oa i,buh oudr,

• According to the two Targumim who is ‘dwelling in the tents of Shem’, according to this passuk

14.hcr rnt //// ,hbuuh tkt uc,fha urh,v tk ohrpxc ;t :rnut kthknd ic iugna icr /,hruat tkt ,uc,fb ibht ,uzuznu ihkp,u
 tre rnt - kthknd ic iugna icrs tngy htn :ibjuh hcr rntu /kthknd ic iugna icrf vfkv :ibjuh hcr rnt uvct(wy ,hatrc)

oa hkvtc ifahu ,phk ohvkt ,phoa hkvtc uhvh ,ph ka uhrcs - 
:y vkhdn

iuhm = iuh + m

15.

                

�j hbhna �p ehsm hrp

16.obunnc osh uyapu ',umncu vru,c euxgk o,ut ujhbv tku o,s ukycu ktrah kg ,urzd urzd iuh ufknaf hba ,hcc
ojhra sg kusd .jk oumjku ovhbpn stn ktrahk ovk rmu ',urvyv utnyu ,umrp uc umrpu kfhvk uxbfbu ovh,ubccu
lkn ushngvu oshn ktrah ughauvu oudrvu ohkusdv ohbvfv htbunaj hbc urcdu okhmvu oshn oghauvu ubh,uct hvkt ovhkg

 hbav icrujv sg vba oh,tn kg r,h ktrahk ,ufkn vrzju ohbvfv in
 d erp vfubju vkhdn ,ufkv o"cnr

B] GREEK METHODOLOGY AND TORAH SHEBEAL PEH

• To what extend did the influence of Greek thinking impact on the application of the 13 Middot?  Rabbi Meir Triebitz has a series of

shiurim on the development and application of the Middot1 in which he makes some important observations and proves them from the

traditional sugyot

A few key points to consider:-

1. http://www.hashkafacircle.com/category/thirteen-midos/
rev



s�xc3                rabbi@rabbimanning.com    dbhbn ovrct - 5775        

• A fundamental disagreement between the Greeks and the Jews on the nature of words and the centrality of a text2

17. Greek philosophy more or less begins with the insight that a word is only a name, i.e. that it does not represent true being

Hans-Goerg Gadamer, Truth and Method (1975) p.366

• The Greek term for word - onoma - also means ‘name’.  However the Hebrew term for word - rcs - also means ‘thing’   A fundamental
disagreement between the Greeks and the Jews on the nature of words and the centrality of a text

18. He who follows names in the search after things, and analyzes their meaning, is in great danger of being deceived .... How real

existence is to be discovered is, I suspect, beyond you and me - we must rest content with the admission that the knowledge of

things is not to be derived from names

Plato’s Cratylus 436a and 439

• Greece finds truth in abstract concepts e.g. mathematics, logic.  The Jews find truth in the words of the text.  The Rabbis created a

‘textual logic’. 

• This finds expression in the 13 Middot, which are on the one hand often logically based - kal vechomer and binyan av -  but which also

interpret text and create text or at least textual truth - eg gezeira shava

• Note the Greek focus on seeing and thinking yet the Jewish focus on hearing and speaking   

19. .. spoken sounds are symbols of affections in the soul and written marks symbols of spoken sounds .... A name is spoken sound

significant by convention 

Aristotle De Interpretatione 1. 16a.3-8 and 16a19

• Note the ‘anti-Scriptural’ tendency of Greek thought.  They are looking to get beyond the text to the real spirit of the metaphor behind the

text.  Consider the Greek influence on Xianity in this respect. 

• The Greeks saw the focus of words as poetics and rhetoric - not the ‘real science’ of logic.  The Rabbis main focus was in the words and in

the text.  They saw no inferiority in that - remember the entire Torah is called shira - poetry

• The Greeks thought that physical matter was eternal and thus necessary and non-contingent.  Thus there are certain basic and necessary

axioms which must be true.   Dialectical reasoning and argument about things that could be true is inferior.

The Rabbis thought that matter was entirely contingent and was created by words - “Let there be ...”  .  There are no necessary axioms.

Dialectical argument is critical.  Everything could have been different - thus and endless search for alternative explanations!

• The Greek are concerned to find ‘scientific truth’.  The Rabbis are less concerned with that and much more concerned to find the ‘textual

truth’.  (eg are the mefarshim on Chumash arguing about ‘what happened’ or about ‘what the text is telling us about what happened’.  If the

latter, then the ‘actual’ historical or scientific events become far less central.  Does Tanach always happen within a strict space-time

context?  Need it?

• What is the ‘text’?  Is it fixed?  Is Oral law part of the text?  Is it perhaps  the ‘text of the the text’, thus the essential arbiter of truth?  What

does this say about the halachic process?

• Is Drash linked to the text? Does it have to be?  In what way is Mishna a radical leap from Midrash?

2. For those interested in an in-depth comparison of Greek and Rabbinic approaches in the light of modern literary theory, see the first three chapters of Susan Handelman’s books The

Slayers of Moses (1982 SUNY)
rev
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20. vagnohbez vanjc ouhv u,ut vhvu ',hbuuh vru,v ,t lknv hnk,k uc,fa kdgv uc vagba ouhf ktrahk vaev,hhv tka '
 /vfrm kf odr,vk vkufh vru,vohbez ohbau ohgca xbhfa 'lknv hnk,c vagn cuatku 'oh,c ohbau ohgcac ochauvu '

sjt kf ckc vmg ouenv i,b 'ofcr van ,ru, hk uc,f 'ovk rnt 'ovn sjtu sjt kf rjt xbfb 'oxbhf vn kg ovk vkd
 //// vc ubha rcs rag vakau 'vnmg hbpc vru, uk uc,fu ',jt ,gsk i,gs vnhfxvu 'sjtu

t erp ohrpux ,fxn ,ubye ,u,fxn

• How many accounts are the here of the translation of the Torah into Greek?

• Was it a good or bad thing, and why? 

Now read the accompanying extract from Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sack’s book The Great Partnership

Who’s Who

Tosafot 12/13C France and Germany
R’ Yisrael of Toledo 12/13 C Spain
Shitta Mekubetzet R’ Betzalel Ashkenazi, 16C Israel
Rema R’ Moshe Isserlis, 16C Poland
Pnei Moshe R’ Moshe Margolies, 18C Lithuania
Pri Tzadik R’ Tzaddok HaCohen of Lublin, 19C Poland
Plato 5/4C BCE Greece
Aristotle 4C BCE Greece
Hans-Goerg Gadamer 20 C German Philosopher

APPENDIX
,hbuh ,nfj

A] THE GEZEIRA

21.uhvu 'ihrbhs vpuec ovk ohakan uhv ouh kfcu /.ujcn xukcuyxhrtu ohbpcn xuberuv vhv 'vz kg vz htbunaj ,hc urmaf
 /ihshn, ovk ohkgn,hbuuh ,nfjc rhfn vhva sjt iez oa vhv/ofshc ohrxnb iht vsucgc ihexuga inz kf :ovk rnt '

,utn gcrt ktrah .rt vgzgszbu 'vnujc uhbrpm .gb vnujv hmjk ghdva iuhf /rhzj ovk ukgvu 'vpuec ihrbhs ukakha rjnk
 'ohrhzj ksdha ahtv rurt :urnt vga v,utc /vxrp ,utn gcrt kg vxrp,hbuuh ,nfj ubc ,t snkha ostv rurtu//// /

,hbuh ,nfj 'sujk hbuh iuak :hrnt ///// !,hbuh iuak ut asev iuak ut //// ktrah .rtc :hcr rnt 'thb,vu ?trhxt hn ,hbuuh ,nfju
ovn ,utn anj 'tct ,hcc uhv ohskh ;kt //// :d"car ouan ktuna rnt vsuvh cr rntvu ?trhxt hn ,hbuh ,nfju /sujk
kthknd icr ,hc ka //// `,ufknk ohcure uhva 'kthknd icr ,hc hbta :hrnt //// !,hbuh ,nfj usnk ,utn anj 'vru, usnk

 ,ufknk ohcurea hbpn ',hbuh ,nfjc rpxk ovk urh,v
 :cp tne tcc

22. ,hbuh ubc ,t ost snkh tkau ,ukf ,uryg kg urzd xuyhy ka xunkupc
sh vban y erp vyux ,fxn vban

• When did the events of source 19 and 20 take place and how to they fit together

• Was the gezeira aimed at Greek language or Greek wisdom?

• Was it aimed at learning or teaching?
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23. vyuxs tr,c wpc t,htsf urzd xuyhy ka xunkupc tkvu rnt, otu(/yn)',hbuuh ,nfj ubc ,t ost snkh tkau ,ukf ,uryg kg urzds 
hbpc exp htbunaj ,hc ,ufkns (/y ;s) z"gs e"pc t,htsf tcuy unse htbunaj ,hc ,ufknu icruj ,gac vhv xuyhy ka xunkupu

 iugna hcrc cegh r"v .rh,u /akau vtn ,hcvuvhhbhn ukcheu urzd ;uxcku uvhhbhn ukche tku urzd trehgnstrehgns rnuk ah sugu 
/// hrndk urxtu urzd ;uxcku hra 'ibcrs t,uyk whkg hkucek hgc htu tnkgc rurtc hte

 :sx ,ujbn ,upxu,

• According to Tosafot, are 19 and 20 dealing with the same subject?

• How does he fit the two sources together?  What is the chronology?

24. ohhe - ,hcrgu ,hrja gna ,hre tkt ost tre tk whpt :hjuh ic a"r ouan ibjuh hcr rntaunh tku,ujt ic vns ic kta /// 
 :vzv trenv uhkg tre ?,hbuh ,nfj sunkk uvn 'vkuf vru,v kf h,snka hbt iudf :ktgnah wr ,t ktgnah wr kaaunh tk

vkhku onuh uc ,hdvu lhpn vzv vru,v rpx /,hbuh ,nfj vc sunku vkhkv in tku ouhv in tk vbhta vga euscu tm '
:ym ,ujbn

• What is R’ Yishmael’s answer - yes, no or something else?

25.,hbuh ,nfj sunkk uvn - ktgnah hcr ahrc h,arhp khgku ?!vhkg urzds gsuh vhv tk hfu !vnh, (rurt vws :sx)

uvn vws oa ,upxu,

• Does Tosafot understand there to be an issur to learn Greek Wisdom or to teach it?

26.whb,n  /// ,hbuh ubc ,t ost snkh tkau ,ukf ,uryg kg urzd xuyhy ka xunkupc //// wndost snkha uvn gauvh hcr ukta ///
 ch,fs vkhk tku ouh tk vbhta vgac ubsnkh ivk rnt /,hbuh ubc ,tvkhku onuh uc ,hdvutc rc vhhj hcrs vhrc tc hcr //// /

 ibjuh wr oac,uruxnv hbpn ,t snkk ostk r,un ibjuh wr oac uvct hcr /u,c/vk yhaf, thva hbpn ,hbuuh 
 y erp vyux ,fxn (tbkhu) hnkaurh sunk,

27./,ruxnv hbpn :ruxnhu lknv rmjk khdrh if h"gu oznru obuakc rhfn tvh tka ,hbuh ubc ,t snkh tka tuv tngy 
vk yhaf, tuva hbpn /:,ruxn aaj iht vatcu vk ,rtp,u jca

 y erp vyux ,fxn van hbp

28. ,ujbnc hkccc /,hbuh ,nfj ubc ,t ost snkha uvn(:ym)vhv tk hfu tnh, wxu, wfu ///// hbt iudf ktgnah wr ,t vns ic kta whxrd 
 b"ku  /// vhkg urzds gsuhu"j rucgh tka unmgc gsuha unmg tuv kct ,uruxnv hbpn ubc ,t sunkh tka tkt urxt tkshrcs kg 

 vru,
icre hrhha3 y erp vyux ,fxn hnkaurh sunk, kg 

29. urnt tku ,hbuh ,nfj ubc ,t snkha rurt urntsunkha,t ost snkha uvn gauvh wr ,t ukta urnt sugu ///// ,hbuh ,nfj 
ubc er urhfzv tk itf od /vkhkv in tku ouhv in tk vbhta vgac ubsnkh ovk rnt ?,hbuh ,nfj ubc

uskuyn ktrah wr wp4sh:c ,uct kg 

B] WHAT IS CHOCHMAT YEVANIT?

B1] ASTROLOGY

30.f"g ohasjk ohghsun ohcfufc ohzuj vkt iudf ubhhv ,hbuh ,nfjs uhyrpc c,f k"z v"nrvu
 /dp tne tcc ,mcuen vyha

3. Rav David Naftlai Hirsch Frankel, Berlin 18C (Korban Haedah)

4. Spain, 13/14C - talmid of the Rosh
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B2] GREEK THOUGHT

31.:v)K +t ,v oh -r ,c .S 0v Uh ,v .uwvktvw ,nfju ohpafu ,hbuuh ,nfj tku /rcec [lng] luk, thv hf ruej, vru,v ,nfj kf - ygnk 
/ohkhyc ohrcs tku ohjuchb iudhb ohjkd
vpr sung ktrah gna [cn] jeurk vkhp,v rushx haurhp

32.,ufkn hcureu ,sv ,ubpn vcrv ,xruvu ost ka uck ,fauna hbpn vsnkk vruxt ,hbuh ,nfj :k"zu k"z hrhtnv crv c,fu
ihcren uhv tku vcrvk sg vnfjv ,rhej rjt ohfanb uhva ovhfkn hxhxfyc ohrcs vnfk vc ohfhrm ova smn ovka
oxhrf utkn rcfa ohnkav ohnfjv ;tu /vsnkk ovk r,uv 'ohrcsv kfc vkukm u,gsu ,unfjc oka tuva hn tkt lf kf

 rntb hrvu ovn r,uh ,ufknk ohcure lk iht vh,uumn ,usuxu vsunk,u vru,v rnuk vmr ihhu rac(uy:j hkan) Uf«k �n �h oh �f�k �n h �C'
 f"g /yunh tk ohrnxnc ,sv ezjku ovhkg chavk hsf vsnkk ovk r,un

 /dp tne tcc ,fxn ,mcuen vyha

B3] RHETORICAL CODE

33.- ,hbuuh ,nfj uc ihrhfn ogv rta ihtu ihykp hbc uc ohrcsna vnfj iuak
:yn vyux h"ar

34./uc ihthec uhv okfu 'rxtb tk iuakv 'hbuh iuakc ohcu,f ova smn ota 'uz vrzd kkfc ovv ohrpxv ihta 'vtrb vznu
 rnt vcrstu(:jh vkhdn) /raf kfk 'hbuh zgk ?tuvv iezv ovk zgka vz uvn 'vnmgc vnfjv smn otu,hbuh ,nfja 'k"b ifku 

/,ushjv i,utc  ukdruvu usnka o,ut er 'iunvv u,ut ubhch tka 'ou,x iuakcu ,ushjc hbuh iuakc rcsk thv
,ktaa vnu v"s vn inhx a"chrv ,"ua

35.r,xb ihbg ivk ah tkt oyuapf obhta ohrcs ifu 'rucsca ohznrv ,t xhbfn uhva hpk ',hbuh vnfj rnuk vmur ',hbuh urntu
urxt //// ,ushju ohznr ihgf ohmura vn ovc ohjjuana uz vnut kmt ohsjuhn vkt ihgn ohrcs ohbuhv kmt vhvu //// /vnfj
tk ouhv okugc ubnn rtab tku ge,aba epx hk iht vz rcsu /ovc rcsk ohbuhv uthmnva ohznrv o,ut ost oua snkha

!vcrv tku ygn
 sh vban y erp vyux ,fxn vban kg o"cnr

36.iuakc d"vf wndc ubhmnu /ohrav ihrcsn uca vnfjc ,ujm iuaku 'ogv kf uc ihrcsna yuap iuak t,ht iuak kfca rtck ah
 tfhtu '(:j) vkhdnc t,htsf 'ohrpx uc cu,fk r,un vhva vkusd ,uchaj vk aha ,hbuuh,hbuuh ,nfj treba iuakuvurxta 

'o,nfjc ,ujmv iuak tuva iuakvs kkv wr arpnu /(,hbuuh v"s 'vyux hvka o"cnrk a"nvhp whgu ':cp) e"cc t,htsf 'ibcr
iuak kfs tkt ',hbuh ,nfjs iuak er tk hrxtu /ruxt 'iuak kfc od vz tfhta

aurhpc vbvu v"s th inhx s s"uh ekj van ,urdt ,"ua

• What are these 3 shittot in the nature of Chochmat Yevanit?

• To what extent to they impact on the learning of Greek philosophy

 

37.oh,yek ohbhbg ov obnt /oh,asja ohaurp tku hnmgn oh,hsca ohrcs obht /// ukt oherpc rnt rat ohrcsva gsu
hbc vcrv hrucjnu - ohasjvu ohbunsev if-od ohpuxukhpv hrcsnu  /ovhrucjn o,kuzu sunk,u ,uarsnc ohnfj hrcsn

!vrnta hnn ,ntv gnau  /ost
oherp vbunak vnsev owcnr

38.rta sunkc tk kct 'tcv okugvu vzv okugv vbeh vzcu 'ovhrjt ohfanbv ohexupvu trndu vban 'tren ot hf sunkk ostk ihtu
ohbhn hrpx uhvh tka sckcu ',unfj rtac htretc sunkk r,un n"nu /,unfj

 s ;hgx unr inhx vgs vruh lurg ijkua t�nr
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