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» Why are the Greeks specifically associated with darkness?
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* What is the relevance of the number 36 to Chanukah?
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» Why are the Greeks specifically associated with light? What type of light is that?
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e According to the two Targumim who is ‘dwelling in the tents of Shem’, according to this passuk
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B] GREEK METHODOLOGY AND TORAH SHEBEAL PEH
* To what extend did the influence of Greek thinking impact on the application of the 13 Middot? Rabbi Meir Triebitz has a series of
shiurim on the development and application of the Middot! in which he makes some important observations and proves them from the

traditional sugyot

Afew key points to consider:-

1. http://www.hashkafacircle.com/category/thirteen-midos/
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* Afundamental disagreement between the Greeks and the Jews on the nature of words and the centrality of a text2

17. Greek philosophy more or less begins with the insight that a word is only a name, i.e. that it does not represent true being

Hans-Goerg Gadamer, Truth and Method (1975) p.366

* The Greek term for word - onoma - also means ‘name’. However the Hebrew term for word - 927 - also means ‘thing’ A fundamental
disagreement between the Greeks and the Jews on the nature of words and the centrality of a text

18. He who follows names in the search after things, and analyzes their meaning, is in great danger of being deceived .... How real
existence is to be discovered is, | suspect, beyond you and me - we must rest content with the admission that the knowledge of
things is not to be derived from names

Plato’s Cratylus 436a and 439
* Greece finds truth in abstract concepts e.g. mathematics, logic. The Jews find truth in the words of the text. The Rabbis created a

‘textual logic’.

* This finds expression in the 13 Middot, which are on the one hand often logically based - kal vechomer and binyan av - but which also
interpret text and create text or at least textual truth - eg gezeira shava

* Note the Greek focus on seeing and thinking yet the Jewish focus on hearing and speaking

19. .. spoken sounds are symbols of affections in the soul and written marks symbols of spoken sounds .... A name is spoken sound
significant by convention

Aristotle De Interpretatione 1. 16a.3-8 and 16a19

* Note the ‘anti-Scriptural’ tendency of Greek thought. They are looking to get beyond the text to the real spirit of the metaphor behind the
text. Consider the Greek influence on Xianity in this respect.

* The Greeks saw the focus of words as poetics and rhetoric - not the ‘real science’ of logic. The Rabbis main focus was in the words and in
the text. They saw no inferiority in that - remember the entire Torah is called shira - poetry

* The Greeks thought that physical matter was eternal and thus necessary and non-contingent. Thus there are certain basic and necessary
axioms which must be true. Dialectical reasoning and argument about things that could be true is inferior.

The Rabbis thought that matter was entirely contingent and was created by words - “Let there be ...” . There are no necessary axioms.
Dialectical argument is critical. Everything could have been different - thus and endless search for alternative explanations!

* The Greek are concerned to find ‘scientific truth’. The Rabbis are less concerned with that and much more concerned to find the ‘textual
truth’. (eg are the mefarshim on Chumash arguing about ‘what happened’ or about ‘what the text is telling us about what happened’. If the
latter, then the ‘actual’ historical or scientific events become far less central. Does Tanach always happen within a strict space-time
context? Need it?

* What is the ‘text’? Is it fixed? Is Oral law part of the text? Is it perhaps the ‘text of the the text’, thus the essential arbiter of truth? What
does this say about the halachic process?

* Is Drash linked to the text? Does it have to be? In what way is Mishna a radical leap from Midrash?

2. For those interested in an in-depth comparison of Greek and Rabbinic approaches in the light of modem literary theory, see the first three chapters of Susan Handelman’s books 7he
Slayers of Moses (1982 SUNY)
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* How many accounts are the here of the translation of the Torah into Greek?
» Was it a good or bad thing, and why?

Now read the accompanying extract from Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sack’s book 7he Great Partnership

Who's Who

Tosafot 12/13C France and Germany
R Yisrael of Toledo 12/13 C Spain
Shitta Mekubetzet R’ Betzalel Ashkenazi, 16C Israel

Rema R’ Moshe Isserlis, 16C Poland

Pnei Moshe R’ Moshe Margolies, 18C Lithuania

Pri Tzadik R’ Tzaddok HaCohen of Lublin, 19C Poland
Plato 5/4C BCE Greece

Aristotle 4C BCE Greece

Hans-Goerg Gadamer 20 C German Philosopher
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A] THE GEZEIRA
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* When did the events of source 19 and 20 take place and how to they fit together
» Was the gezeira aimed at Greek language or Greek wisdom?
» Was it aimed at learning or teaching?
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* According to Tosafot, are 19 and 20 dealing with the same subject?
* How does he fit the two sources together? What is the chronology?

IMNN 12 NNT A IRY ... P92 XTDMP - DAY THINY YNV DIP NOX DTN RIP NI AN 5N 12 ' DIWN PN 229 DN 24.
YYD XO NN RIPND PIY XIP 1Y NNON TNDD 1NN ,ND1D DNNN 92 NTNOYW NN D ONYNY I NN ORYNHY 1 DY
TPV NNON N2 TNDY NDIN 1A KXY DPN 1D NI NPRY NYY PYTAY RN | /79°9) 0099 13 TP 90 77177 i1 N7 190

08 MNN
* What is R’ Yishmael’s answer - yes, no or something else?
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 Does Tosafot understand there to be an issur to learn Greek Wisdom or to teach it?
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B] WHAT IS CHOCHMAT YEVANIT?

B1] ASTROLOGY
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3. RavDavid Naftlai Hirsch Frankel, Berlin 18C (Korban Haedah)
4. Spain, 13/14C - talmid of the Rosh
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B2] GREEK THOUGHT
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B3] RHETORICAL CODE
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» What are these 3 shittot in the nature of Chochmat Yevanit?
* To what extent to they impact on the learning of Greek philosophy
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