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* You should have read the the two articles by Rabbi Schwab prior to the class. Please consider the following questions:-

1. How seriously does Rabbi Schwab take the problem?

2. What is his methodology in seeking to solve the problem?

3. What is his attitude to secular and academic analysis of the problem?

4. What is his solution?

5. Do you find his solution convincing?

6. Do think that he is convinced by his solution, taking into account the later paper that he wrote on the issue?

7. What do you think could be the implications of his solution for our lives today in terms of (a) the current date; and (b) the way that we may
relate to other problems caused by the potential conflict of contemporary academic thinking and traditional Torah sources?

A] THE PROPHECIES OF DANIEL
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B] SEDER OLAM (SO) CHRONOLOGY

* From the defeat of Bavel to the Greek period = 52 years

* These 52 years span 1 Medean + 3 Persian kings

* Second Temple period = 420 years: 34 Persian + 386 Greek/Hasmonean/Roman
e Second Temple builtin 351 BCE

* This yearis 5775
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C] CONVENTIONAL CHRONOLOGY (CC)

* From the defeat of Bavel to the Greek period = 207 years

* These 207 years span 10 Persian kings

* Second Temple period = 589 years: 188 Persian and 401 Greek/Hasmonean/Roman
* Second Temple builtin 517 BCE

* This yearis 5943

D] POSSIBLE RESOLUTIONS®

D1] SO IS CORRECT AND CC IS INCORRECT

* Masorah of Chazal - confidence in Talmudic tradition

* Relevance to Jewish calendar - 750 avn

* Irrelevance of scientific data - unreliable? unimportant? awareness of data?
» Was the CC purposely adjusted to placed early Christianity in a certain context
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D2] SO IS INCORRECT AND CC IS CORRECT

e Other possible ways of reading SO - midrashic?
* Irrelevant to the halachic Jewish calendar
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« Scientific data for CC irrefutable and verifiable - Greek and Roman historian, Persian cuneiform, Tanach records of the period
* Did Chazal have access to scientific data? Did they purposefully change the calendar with this knowledge? For what purpose? - see

Rabbi Schwab’s article?
« QOther opinions in Chazal which do not follow SO (nor CC)
¢ Orthodox thinkers - Rishonim and Acharonim - who have not followed SO

D3] BOTH SO AND CC ARE CORRECT

* Textual variations of SO
e Otherways to interpret SO?
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* Do you spot anything strange in Mishna 473

1. Forafull treatment of the issue see the book Jewish History in Conflict, Mitchell First, Jason Aaronson 1997

2. Foratotally different suggestion see the following very detailed article - http://www.hakirah.org/Vol%203%20Epstein.pdf

3. RavDovid Tzvi Hoffman saw this as a possible hint to the missing years
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