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* Why was God ‘learning’ the sugya as the Rabbis? What does this mean? What could it indicate as to the nature of ‘Truth’. Is there a
truth ‘in Shamayim’ and if so how is it defined?

* Whatis R’ Evyatar’s theological objection to God ‘learning the different views’?

* How does the Gemara understand the concept of Elu v'Elu here? Are both opinions ‘right'? How do the opinions ‘fit together'?

* |s there a machloket between the 3 views given as to how to fit the opinions together? If so, what do you think could be the basis of the
machloket?

* Are they arguing about a historical event?

ion: How old was Yitzchak at the Akeida?
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* So how old was Yitzchak?
* Ifit's a machloket, can both opinions be correct? If not, who is ‘right’?
* What do you think they are arguing about?
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ion: Was Nimr ik or a rasha?
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* What evidence is there in the pesukim?
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* Do the Ibn Ezra and the Ramban agree?
* Are they arguing about the same thing?
* Do you think that the Ibn Ezra and/or the Ramban is arguing about whether Nimrod the man was a rasha? If not, what is the issue?
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* What shape were the actual beams?
 Can both opinions be correct? If not, who is ‘right'?
* Are they arguing about the actual beams of the Mishkan? If not, what are they arguing about?
Skip 12 for now and come back to it at the end
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* According to Rav Hutner, how does ‘Elu v’Elu’ work in the context of midrashic or aggadic commentary
* What ‘truth’ are Chazal trying to discover in the process of their analysis?
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* What is ‘textual truth’ and how does it differ from ‘historical truth’?

* Which is more ‘true’?

* Does the ‘text’ have a reality of its own? For us, what is the meaning of ‘text’
* What are the ‘dangers’ of focusing on ‘textual truth’ over ‘historical truth’?

 Atwhat point does it become essential to fix a historic reality and not just a textual one? What should be guidelines for this?
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FurtherReading

WNY DN 1777 3 PAIPY ¥I9 " MADIN

For an in-depth analysis of Elu V'Elu, including a detailed discussion of the fly/hair issues surrounding the Pilegesh Migiv'a see
Harmonisation as Theological Hermeneutic, Rabbi Harvey Belovski, Chapter 2 pp 40-55*

Who's Who?

Rashi France, 11C

Ibn Ezra Spain/France/England, 12C

Ramban Spain, 13C

Tosafot Rabeinu Peretz R" Peretz ben Eliyahu of Corbeil, France 13C

Pachad Yitzchak

R" Prof Shaul Lieberman Slabodka, Eretz Yisrael then America (JTS), 20C

R" Yitzchak Hutner, Lithuania, Eretz Yisrael, America, 20C

Rav Yitzchak Hutner

1. Available for free download at http://www.rabbibelovski.co.uk/belovskis-phd




