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ohkaurh ,racn ,kkfn

A] ELU V’ELU IN MIDRASH

1.v�b �z �T�u (c) :v �sUv�h o �j�k ,h �C �n J�d�kh �p v �� �t «uk j �E�H �u o�h �r �p �t r �v h �, �F �r�h �C r�D h �u�k Jh �t h �v�h �u k �t �r �G�h �C ih �t Q�k �nU o �v �v oh �n�H �C h �v�h �u (t)
:oh �J �s)j v�g�C �r �t oh �n�h o �J h �v �T�u v �sUv�h o �j�k ,h �C k �t �vh �c �t ,h �C k �t «uT �t �n Q�k �T�u «uJ �d�kh �P uh�k�g

 c-t:yh ohypua

2. - uadkhp uhkg vbz,ute htn :k"t 'uvhktk r,hct wr vhjfatu /vk tmn tnhb :rnt i,buh wr 'vk tmn cucz :rnt r,hct hcr
'u"j :k"t /wrnut tuv lf hbc i,buh 'rnut tuv lf hbc r,hctw :vhk rnt ?rnte htnu 'vgcdc adkhpc ehxg :k"t ?v"cev shcg

 :k"t ?!thna hne tehpx tfht hnuiv ohhj ohvkt hrcs uktu ukt:vsuvh cr rnt /shpevu tmn tnhb 'shpev tku tmn cucz /
- tnhbu 'txbut - cucz 'vrgec hshtu hsht :hrnts tfht /t,bfx - tnhbu 't,uxhtn - cucz 'ouen u,utc tnhbu 'vrgec cucz

 t,ughap

:u ihyhd

• Why was God ‘learning’ the sugya as the Rabbis?  What does this mean?  What could it indicate as to the nature of ‘Truth’.  Is there a

truth ‘in Shamayim’ and if so how is it defined?

• What is R’ Evyatar’s theological objection to God ‘learning the different views’?

• How does the Gemara understand the concept of Elu v’Elu here?  Are both opinions ‘right’?  How do the opinions ‘fit together’?

• Is there a machloket between the 3 views given as to how to fit the opinions together?  If so, what do you think could be the basis of the

machloket?

• Are they arguing about a historical event?

Question: How old was Yitzchak at the Akeida?

3. - vba ohgcrt icv,n erpc uc hrva 'vba gcau ohaka ic vhv ejmhu 'vecr vskuba rac,b vhrunv rvn ovrct tcaf hrva
 vba gcau ohauka vra v,na vshegv sg ejmh skubanu 'vra

f:vf ,hatrc h"ar

4. /ohba gcau ohaka ic segb ratf ejmh vhva urnt k"zrukceb vkce hrcs otu !iufb vz iht trcx lrsnu,esm vhv,a hutr vhva '
'ohba anj ic whva urnt ohrjtu /ejmh kg vnutn cu,fc ihtu 'vyhjak ubumrc unmg rxna uhct rfan kupf urfa vhvhu 'vhukd ejmh
uhcta sgvu /ubumrc tka usegu uhct ujhrfvu 'ohba d"hk cure vhva ,gsv kt curevu /vkugv hmg taba rucgc 'if,h tk vz od

rntu 'ubnn suxv rh,xv vav uk vtrh ohvktjrcha if,h 'vkugv v,t uk rnt ukht hf '
s:cf ,hatrc trzg ict

• So how old was Yitzchak?

• If it’s a machloket, can both opinions be correct?  If not, who is ‘right’?

• What do you think they are arguing about?
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Question: Was Nimrod a tzaddik or a rasha?

5.9v h�b �p�k s�h �m rIC �D s«r �n�b �F r �n �t�h i �F k �g 9v h�b �p�k s�h �m r«C �d v�h �v tUv :. �r �t�C r«C �D ,Ih �v�k k �j �v tUv s«r �n�b , �t s�k�h JUf �u

 y-j:h ,hatrc

• What evidence is there in the pesukim?

6.surnb: ogyu /shm rucd vhv hf ',uhjv kg ost hbc ,urucd ,utrvk kjv tuvu 'c,fb tk ot ',unav kfk ogy aec, kt �v hbpk:

,rjt lrs arsvu 'yapv lrs uzu 'oak vkug ,uhjv o,ut vkgnu ,ujczn vbuc vhva
oa trzg ict

7.vbuc vhva "wv hbpk" arhpu /i,ut sumk ,uhjv kg rucd ,uhvk kjv tuv hf 'uyuap lrs kg ihbgv lpv arhp ovrct hcru
vkcec ugar ugsh ubh,ucr hf 'gar ehsmn tuv vbvu 'ihtrb uhrcs ihtu /oav hbpk vkugk ,uhjv ,t vkgnu ,ujczn

oa i"cnr

• Do the Ibn Ezra and the Ramban agree?

• Are they arguing about the same thing?

• Do you think that the Ibn Ezra and/or the Ramban is arguing about whether Nimrod the man was a rasha?  If not, what is the issue?

Question: What shape was the top of the wooden beams of the Mishkan?

8. v �Y �n�K �n o �n?t«, Uh �v�h �uoh �N �, Uh �v�h u �S �j�h �u////// «uJt«r k �g 

sf:uf ,una

9.j�k �N �v o�h v�c �r?g �v o�h k �g oh �s �r«H �v �u i �, �r�m s �M �n r �J?t rh �g �v o �s �t �n ostc s«t �n e �j �r �v s �j �t s�b Un �e v�k �g �n�k �n oh �s �r«H �v o�h �N �v Us �n �g�H �u
U,�r �f�b UN �T :«ujh �r�h s�d�b Ur �c�g o�g �v �u 

 zy:d gauvh

10. rntba 'gcmtf sg ihfkuvu ihkf ikgnknu 'vnt ihhcug iynkn ohare :ibcr ub,ohn, uhvh 'uatr kgrnut tuv ikvku un, 

- u,rfb rntba 'vnt ihhcug ikgnkn lf 'vnt ihhcug iynkna oaf :rnut vhnjb hcr /vsuvh hcr hrcsusjh

 :jm ,ca

• What shape were the actual beams? 

• Can both opinions be correct?  If not, who is ‘right’?

• Are they arguing about the actual beams of the Mishkan?  If not, what are they arguing about?

Skip 12 for now and come back to it at the end

                                   11.
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 (49-52 wng) k ohc,fnu ,urdt ejmh sjp

• According to Rav Hutner, how does ‘Elu v’Elu’ work in the context of midrashic or aggadic commentary

• What ‘truth’ are Chazal trying to discover in the process of their analysis?

12.

15 wng ws lrf inrchk /a wr ka ohbatr ,pxu,
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13.

324 wng rpx ,hre - inrchk /a wr

• What is ‘textual truth’ and how does it differ from ‘historical truth’?

• Which is more ‘true’?  

• Does the ‘text’ have a reality of its own?  For us, what is the meaning of ‘text’

• What are the ‘dangers’ of focusing on ‘textual truth’ over ‘historical truth’?

• At what point does it become essential to fix a historic reality and not just a textual one?  What should be guidelines for this?

14.

        
uktu ukt vws :dh ihcurhg .rp wr ,upxu,

Further Reading

For an in-depth analysis of Elu V’Elu, including a detailed discussion of the fly/hair issues surrounding the Pilegesh Migiv’a see

Harmonisation as Theological Hermeneutic, Rabbi Harvey Belovski,  Chapter 2 pp 40-55 1

  

Who’s Who?
Rashi France, 11C
Ibn Ezra Spain/France/England, 12C
Ramban Spain, 13C 
Tosafot Rabeinu Peretz R’ Peretz ben Eliyahu of Corbeil, France 13C
Pachad Yitzchak R’ Yitzchak Hutner, Lithuania, Eretz Yisrael, America, 20C
R’ Prof Shaul Lieberman Slabodka, Eretz Yisrael then America (JTS), 20C

        Rav Yitzchak Hutner

1.  Available for free download at http://www.rabbibelovski.co.uk/belovskis-phd  


