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A1] Rashi - one truth but many scenarios
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* Does Rashi believe that there are multiple potentially true answers for the same scenario, or only one truth?
* In what way are the different opinions ‘the word of God’? What if a specific opinion doesn’t fit any scenario?
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* How does the Maharsha understand Rashi’s shitta? Is Rashi a monist or a pluralist? Is he different to the Ritva?
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* What is ‘halachic truth’? What does Rav Moshe mean by nNXN1Y nNNN?
* Does it necessarily fit with ‘God’s truth’?
* |s there one truth or are there many?
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A2] The value of ‘incorrect’ views
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* 3 different reasons are given here for the value of incorrect opinions. Make sure you understand the differences between them

A3] Ran - parallel truths in Heaven and on Earth
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* How does the Ran view the ‘reality’ of aveira?

* When the Torah prohibits or requires certain things, do we see that as the inscrutible (and perhaps even, to us, random) Will of God, or
does the mitzva has an intrinsic ‘reason’? How does this impact on the concept of ‘ta’amei hamitzvot’

* If the Rabbis get it wrong and tell us to do something which is actually spiritually bad for us, why should we listen? How does the Ran
justify following an ‘incorrect’ psak?

Emes in Shamayim
Beis Shammai
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* How do R’ Tzadok and Rav Kook harmonize the existence of different opinions?
* |s this concept logical or mystical?

C] IS TRUTH AN ABSOLUTE VALUE?
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e |s truth an absolute value?

Who's Who?

Rashi France, 10C

Derashot HaRan R" Nissim of Girona - Spain, 14C

Maharsaha R’ Shmuel Edels - Poland, 17C

Chida R" Chayim Yosef David Azulai - Eretz Yisrael, 18C

Netziv R’ Naftali Tavi Yehuda Berlin - Lithuania, 19C

Tzidkat HaTzadik R’ Tzadok HaCohen - Poland, 19C

Resisei Laila ditto

Olot Ra’ayah Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaCohen Kook - Lithuania/Israel, 19/20C

Igrot Moshe R’ Moshe Feinstein - Russia/America, 20C




