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dxezd zexewn

'a - el`e el`e zwelgn zn` - 23
ohkaurh ,racn ,kkfn

A] MONISTIC MODELS FOR ELU V’ELU

A1] Rashi - one truth but many scenarios

1. - ,xfrptf lhbzt vag  ihjcvk gs,afu 'ikuf hrcs gsu 'sunku ,gnua lbzt vag /ohnak ick ikufa rjtnrafh vz htvfkv gce - 
 u,unf

,xfrptf lhbzt vag v�s :d vdhdj h"ar 

2.chvh rn - rnte vhshs trcx sju sj kf /rea itf iht 'tngy rc,xhn hfv rnt sj kf r,hvu ruxhtc ut ihsc htrunt hr, hdhkp hf
uktu uktw rnhnk tfhtu /tbhrjt tbhhbgc vhk hnsn rnu hfv t,khnk t,khn hnsn rn 'truxhtk tngy chvh rnu trh,hvk tngy

 ygun hubhac ohrcsv hubha hpk lpv,n ogyva tngy htv lhhas ihbnhzu tngy htv lhhas ihbnhz /wov ohhj ohvkt hrcs
k�ne tv v�s /zb ,ucu,f  h"ar

• Does Rashi believe that there are multiple potentially true answers for the same scenario, or only one truth?

• In what way are the different opinions ‘the word of God’?  What if a specific opinion doesn’t fit any scenario?

3.ikufs vktv ohrcsv kfn vhk vcrnu rvyku tnyk ssmk tfht vank vfkvk ods wuf ohagnv kf iust hpn irnta rntu

tnyk ihssm tfht vru,c arupn ubhta rcsu g"r erp ibhrntsf ,ukue vnfk ekj,n rucsv vhva urntb vrucdv hpn

 a"nf curv p"g ivc ghrfvk vb,b vru,vu /rvyk ihssm tfhtu/,uyvk ohcr hrjtarhp wuf ,xfrptf lhbzt vag z"g rntu 

vcrv gunak ubztk xhbfha ubhhbgk kan tuvu /k"fg tgne thmunu vcrv xhbfn tuva ohhjr ka hks tuv ,xfrpt lurgc

h"arpf u,unf vfkv uk ubgcehu rafh vzht ,ueukjv ,ugsn ihjcvk ck uk vbeh kct ihrvynv ihcu ihtnynv ihc ikuf hrcs

 :d vdhdj ,usdt haushj t"arvn

• How does the Maharsha understand Rashi’s shitta?  Is Rashi a monist or a pluralist?  Is he different to the Ritva?

4.vtruvk ghdv ihcajb uhv tkka ;t ,uruvk ohburjtv ,urus hnfj ihchhujnu ihtar uhva vzc s"gk iufbva ogyn tuv kct

 aujk htsu aha wndv hnfj ,uruscthna hpkf ,ntv tuva hpf ihsv ,u,hnt ubuuhf tk hkut kct vtruvk ,ntvrntb rcf 

/thv ohnac tkvtrhcu atr scufc ujf hpf ohexupcu x"ac vfkvv rrck hutrf ihhga hrjt ofjvk vtrba hpf tkt 

 'ihsv exp tuv ifa uk vtrbu ,"havnvtruvk ,ntv tuvif ubhta thna hpkf thkd omgc ot ;t 'if ,uruvk chhujnu 

kcehu /uhrcsk vrh,x vhv tku expa unf aurhpv vtrb uka rjtn wohhj ohekt hrcsw uhrcs oda rntb vzf kgu 'aurhpv

 u,truv kg rfauaurhpf ubht ,ntva ;tkfa 'rh,n vzu rxut vza ohburjtvu ohbuatrv ubh,ucr ,ueukjn kf ihbg uvzu ///// /

 rcuxa unf unuenc ,uruvk sjt kf kufh sjf expb tka inzivn sjtf er tuv h,ntv ihsva ;tohkcen ohnfjv hbau 

ihcu h"cvu o"cnrvf ,uruvk ohdvubv ,unuen ihc ohrunj ohruxhtc od oheukj vcrv ubhmn vz ogynu /o,truv kg rfa

tuva ohna hpkf thkd h,ntv ,ntva ;t ohhj ohekt hrcs ov ovhbau t"nrvfu wxu,v hnfjf ,uruvk ohdvubv ,unuenv

ovn sjtf er

 vnsev t ekj ohhj jrut van ,urdt ,"ua

• What is ‘halachic truth’? What does Rav Moshe mean by vtruvk ,ntv?

• Does it necessarily fit with ‘God’s truth’?

• Is there one truth or are there many?
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A2] The value of ‘incorrect’ views

5.,sddnv trcxvs tmnb lajv lu,n tkt rfhb rutv ihts ,uhvk tkt /,nt ovhbas uaurhp iht  ohhj ohvkt hrcs uktu ukt

,rjtv trcxvu ,nt ,jt trcxs okugku ohhj ohvkt hrcs hnb vc hre vz smnu omgc ,h,hntv trcxv cyv ihcvk khgu,

 ,nt vbht

(:dh ihcurg) 88 wng  twshjk ohhbhg j,p wx

6. xu,v ,yhak hgchn tku 'u,unf vfkv ihta d!gt vru,v ,nfjc rhtna g!pc rut tuv vgs kfs ,eukjn vnf ah kct

//// shjh u,utf kkf euxpk t!ts o!cnru h!ar ,yhak  hptu 'vtruv u,truv z!v f!t 'kehna shjhv kg ihfnux ejsv ,gacs

tka yrp vzhtk kusd rut ovhrcs n!fn - vban ubhta v!c ouenc a!c unf - vgs u,utf tks  hpc exphta ouenc ut

x!ac vbuatrv ,eukjn tndusk thcbu /vkusd veuct vz h!pg vagbu vfkvk ,aec,nv vgsc ohxp,ba ut 'aec,nv ihbgn

,umj sg t!fju t!rv hrcs vbuatrv vrunat ;ux sg i,nur,c kuftk ihxbfb ohbvufva vgan ,hcrgc a!t ihrue h,ntn

tna 'vfkvn  hujs vgs htsu t!r ,gs kct 'ohnfjf uexp  urhcu d!rf exp ikhs trndc vbvu /rjav sung vkgha sg t!dr

ahu vkhkv huv ,urnan  ds ubsnk uhrcsns 'rjt ihbgk rhtn .umhb z!v tkt 'tuv if tk vkhkj t!r hrcsc vru, rut iht rnt,

vkgb rutu 'veung vnfj vzc

19-18 wng (crv sxun) cwhmbv ka engv ,nse

7.ztu kkuzn reh thmuvk vru, hrcs kg sungk hsf tuv er //// ,ntv kg snug lf rjtu vguya vru, hrcsc aha ,uhugyv hsh kg

vauseku rutk u,thmunu kuafnv tuva tuvv veuagv apbv ,kcenu /rfs kuafn hcdk tceub vkafn treb vru, hrcs

vgak er kafb tk oukau xj tuv ,ntc obntu  ///// ,ntv kg vsngvu vkafn grtb vc oda

 zye ,ut - ehsmv ,esm rpx

• 3 different reasons are given here for the value of incorrect opinions.  Make sure you understand the differences between them

A3]  Ran - parallel truths in Heaven and on Earth

8. ////  'onmgc ohhfpv ohrvynvu ohtnynv hrcsa hrjt hf,ntk unhfxh ovhbaa rapt htvank urntb ikufa rntb lht '

 thna hne tehpx tfht hnu 'vrucdv hpn(:u ihyhd)okuf vkt ,grfv rxn lrc,h oava 'ubc,fa lrsv kg lf ihbgv kct ?!

 'ohrcsvn rcsc ov unhfxha vna tmnbu 'ovhrjt lanba ubumu 'rusv hnfjkvrucdv hpn van vuymba vn tuv////// /

 cuajha hn ,gs kg lanha hutr vz hf 'iuhg ouen itf ah vbvukkf vru,v ,umnk ogy ihtaiumrv rjt ,ufanb ikuf tkt '

rjt lanb uv,rvhy ut uv,tnhya vn kct 'kan lrs ruvy ut tny ,uhvk hutr ubbht unmg smn rcsva rjt vz hpku 'sck

rapt htu ',ntv lpv kg ovhrcs uhvha rapt ht 'rusv hnfj ujhbha vn kf rjt lanbv 'vz hpk if ot vbv 'sck iumrv

/kkf vbudn rcs ubh,uapbc tuvv ihbgvn lanha

'ubh,uapbc gr oaur shkunu 'ubhkt ehzn 'ubnn vru,v uv,gbna vn kfa ihntb kct ',gsv vzc rjcb tk ubjbta hrjt kct

 ',gsv vz hpk 'u,chx gsb tka hp kg ;tutuvv rcsv tkv 'vhvh vn 'ruvy tuva tny sjt rcsc ohnfjv unhfxhaf if ot

ruvy tuva ohnfjv uc unhfxva hp kg ;tu 'kugpk ugcyca vn kgphu ub,ut ehzhtuva sjt ox kg ohtpurv unhfxh ukhtu /

hpf kct 'ohtpurv uc unhfxha vn hpf ;udc oujv ,kugp lan, tka epx ihta ',hghcr vkgnc ouj kan lrs kg tuvu 'vua

tuva ohnfjv unhfxva smn tuvv rcsv gcy vb,ah lht 'apbc ehzn tuva smn vru,v ubk vrxta rcsv if /unmgc ugcy

lrs kga 'kue ,c ut thcb smn ubk rrc,,a vn hp kg vzc lanba r,uh if ot hutr vhvu /tkpv sm kg er 'rapt ht vz 'r,un

/////// !unmgc rcsv ,,hnt ubk rrc,b vz

utuva uc urnthau ruxhtv rcs ukhfth hf od 'kkf apbc sxpv ihrsvbxv ughrfha vnn lanha rapt hta 'sug rcux hbt
kmt cuvt r,uhv rcsv tuv 'vru,v hrun ohnfjv ,umnk vgrfvv smn apbc lanh rat iueh,va hpk /r,un urntf 'ut"a)

(cf:uy cuy jczn guna vbv 'tuvv ruxtv rcsv ,khft smn apbc skh,vk s,ugn tuv rat gurv rhxh tuvv iueh,u/tmuhfu 

ruxhu 'tuvv kfutc kgp, u,cajn vbv 'uhkt khguna ,gs kg kfutv uvkfthaf 'ehznv kftnv hf ';udc vreh unmgc vz rcsc

'r,un tuva ruxtv rcsc urhfhu udhah hf od 'ihrsvbxv ,umn rjt ostv lanhaf ihbgv if /dkpun vhvha tk ot 'uezhv ubnn

ifku /tuvv ruxtv rcsv ,khft smn skh,ha hutr vhva gur u,ut kf uapbn rhxh 'ovhrjt lanb u,uhvu 'o,mg rjt ufanhv

 vrntu vru,v v,umktnau ihnh lhkt ushdh rat rcsv in rux, tk
 rag sjtv aursv i"rv ,uars
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• How does the Ran view the ‘reality’ of aveira?  

• When the Torah prohibits or requires certain things, do we see that as the inscrutible (and perhaps even, to us, random) Will of God, or

does the mitzva has an intrinsic ‘reason’?  How does this impact on the concept of ‘ta’amei hamitzvot’   

• If the Rabbis get it wrong and tell us to do something which is actually spiritually bad for us, why should we listen?  How does the Ran

justify following an ‘incorrect’ psak?

                                                              

B] HARMONISTIC MODELS FOR ELU V’ELU

9. urnta unf itfku itfk vhyb vhvh tka rrucn rcs ,uhvk rapt ht t,hhruts ihaushj kfc (zy(:d vdhdj)wufu ihtnyn ukkv 

 ohhj oheukt hrcs uktu uktu(:dh ihcurhg) aurhp -  ,ujufv kgc ohvkt,ueukj ahu //// ohcr iuak uvzu /okugca ohsrpbv okuf - 

 rntb vz kgu ohhj ka(t:tf hkan) shc lkn ck ohn hdkp vru, tkt ohn ihtu //// (/zh tne tcc)ruxtk ohbua ,ubhhgnk ohdkpb ovu 

/sck hvkt iumru .pjv hpf ucck vynu uhbhg rhtna wv shc vz od tkt if ubhtu ofj ka u,gsc tuvs ubt ohrucxfu rh,vku

 urnta unf lrc,h oav hrcs iv ,ntcs ohhj ohvkt hrcs treb lfku(/ch tr,c tcc),ntcs vtucb vkyhb tk ohnfjv ins 

,ukd,v tuv ruchsvu thcb ka uburdc ann lrc,h oavs ruchsvs lrc,h oavs uruchs ubhhvu //// vtucbf lrc,h oavn tuv

tuv ofj kct /o"cnr hrcsn gsubf vz ahjfn ost hbc kfas gushf sjt taubc ohfpv hba ,uhvk rapt ht ,ukd,vcu kgupk

:sjt taubc ohfpv hba ,uhvk rapt oa junca vcajnc tuva lrc,h oav ka u,nfjc eucs

okugc rcs lk iht vrhmh rpxn gushf ufuphvu rcs vthrcv kf lrc,h oav sxha vn hpf jrfun ygnf tuva tkt sug tku

hba kgupca er /kgupk thmunv iumrv arua tuva lrc,h u,nfjc unhar vzk ah htsucu if od ann ufuphv vhvh tka

 ouh ubht vkhk tuvafu vkhk ubht ouh tuvaf sjt taubc obht ohfpvvsj tkuf oa ruenc if ihta vn
 zy ,ut - vkhk hxhxr rpx

10.oukac ung ,t lrch wvohfpv utmnha lhrm kct 'ohfpvv kf ,usjt,vv ka oukav thv 'zgv og vtcv 'oukav ,frcu /

ka una tuv ouka if kgu  /wohhj ohekt hrcs uktu uktw ka jfv hwg ,rfhb vfrcv ztu  /sjt,ha hnu sucgha hn vhvha hsf

/// sjh okkufu kufh kfv - okuf ,ujfv kgc tuva 'vwcev

331 wng eue /h/t crv ka vwhtr ,kug

• How do R’ Tzadok and Rav Kook harmonize the existence of different opinions?

• Is this concept logical or mystical?

C] IS TRUTH AN ABSOLUTE VALUE?

11.kt ohrnut ovn ',urucj ,urucju 'oh,hf oh,hf ,rav hftkn uagb 'iuatrv ost ,t ,trck v"cev tca vgac iunhx r"t

tuva trch rnut esm 'ohrea ukufa trch kt rnut ,ntu 'ohsxj knud tuva trch rnut sxj //// trch ohrnut ovnu 'trch

 ch,fs tuv tsv .rtk ufhkavu ,nt kyb v"cev vag vn 'vyye vhkufs trch kt rnut ouka ',uesm vaugÆ , �n�t Q³�k �J !, �u
v "m �r º!t)ch:j kthbsin ,nt vkg, 'lka vhhxfhykt xhxf, vzcn v,t vn ohnkugv iucr v"cev hbpk ,rav hftkn urnt /////  (

) ch,fs tuv tsv '.rtvvp ohkv, (/jnm, .rtn ,nt
iunhx r"t v"s j varp vcr ,hatrc
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12.uuv hts 'vhna hnuhcy cr vk hrntu 'vhna ,ucy cru ibcrn tuvv hk rnt 'tnkgc tyaue tfhk tbhnt vuv ahrn :tcr rnt

'uvhhruchsc hban uuv tku 'vhna tyaueu 'tr,t tuvvk hgkeht tsj tbnhz :vhruchsc hban vuv tk tnkgs hkkj kf vhk hcvh

tphhj teu uv,hcs tc,h vuv sj tnuh /vbhn ihbc ih,r, hk uuvu 'iuvbhn t,,ht hchxb /vhbnhz tkc o,vn ahbht ,hhn vuv tku

tr,ts habht u,t /ihbc ih,r, vhk uchfa /tfv t,hk :vk rnt 'tgrt jrut utk :rcx /tast tpry v,ccha ht,t 'tahr

lbvc tb,un uvc hrd, tku 'ihr,tn eup 'lbhn t,uync :vhk urnt /vagn vuv hfv :uvk rnt ?htv htn :vhk urnt 'vhnek

/habht

:zm ihrsvbx

13.a"c ivk urnt /vsuxju vtb vkf :ohrnut kkv ,hcu 'thva ,unf vkf :ohrnut htna ,hc ?vkfv hbpk ihsern smhf :ibcr ub,

v"c ovk urnt !ejr, rea rcsn (d"f ,una) :vrnt vru,vu ?vsuxju vtb vkf 'vk whrnut 'tnux ut ,rdhj v,hva hrv :v"ck

:ohnfj urnt itfn 'uhbhgc ubjcah :rnut huv ?uhbhgc ubbdh ut uhbhgc ubjcah 'euav in gr jen jeka hn 'ofhrcsk :a"ck

,uhrcv og ,crugn ost ka u,gs tv, okugk

/zh ,ucu,f

• Is truth an absolute value?

Who’s Who?

Rashi France, 10C
Derashot HaRan R’ Nissim of Girona - Spain, 14C
Maharsaha R’ Shmuel Edels - Poland, 17C
Chida R’ Chayim Yosef David Azulai - Eretz Yisrael, 18C
Netziv R’ Naftali Tavi Yehuda Berlin - Lithuania, 19C  
Tzidkat HaTzadik R’ Tzadok HaCohen - Poland, 19C
Resisei Laila ditto
Olot Ra’ayah Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaCohen Kook - Lithuania/Israel, 19/20C
Igrot Moshe R’ Moshe Feinstein - Russia/America, 20C

 


