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Look quickly at the 13 Middot, first in the Hebrew below to get a feel for the groupings and then in the English
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%yg@f 217 Rabbi Ishmael says:
The Torah is expounded by thirteen principles:

173“1 577: L 1. An inference from a lenient law to a strict one, and vice versa.
2. Aninference drawn from identical words in two passages.
ﬂ’lw Tﬁun’ 3. A general principle derived from one text or two related texts.
o n: uwn :K l?j:[}ja 'IHK :ﬂn:ﬂ :N PJ:?: 4 4. A general law followed by specific examples
1777:7: . [where the law applies exclusively to those examples].
Dﬂﬂﬁ 5. A specific example followed by a general law
'717;1 U'!B?J a [where the law applies to everything implied in the general statement],

D9 Y3 K9 1T '7‘7:1 LI ‘7‘7: \
Yhsh g wvw wyem, u-m‘-) T KR 5’7:7: '
B, ‘7'7:1 128N '7'7::\ e 137 ‘7: n
xy 3590 by 1m'7‘7 x’m XY? Yy by -m'v'? v
mv: XA T 0 i g Sosa e w31Yp ¢
o ¥ '771'7 Xy
a3 Kb e D [0 ) ’7’7:: e 31 ’7: ’
"yar ‘7-)1 Xy
v 1313 1 K '7";:: e 131 ‘7: o
) wm-r'v '71:’ e
wnsa bbsh s wyY W
oion 'm'ﬂ a3 i -m"m w1
LN T DRI DN MY 1) 7 <
orr3 YN wyen 2o x‘i:»w W

YIpIT IA MIY DN v-l’vm uﬂ'm i ;p:s'm ek

n‘viy Y3 TIEYE T8 DY) J0N3 uﬂ'vn 1M AP YRR
NPT DO

THE INTERPRETIVE PRINCIPLES OF RABBI ISHMABL

"This passage is included as an item of Talmud, defined in its broadest sense as

“deducing conclusions from premises, developing implications of staktlenlller:s,
comparing dicta, and studying the hermeneutical principles by which the

=N

. A general law followed by specific examples and concluding with a general

law: here you may infer only cases similar to the examples.

When a general statement requires clarification by a specific example,

or a specific example requires clarification by a general statement

[then rules 4 and 5 do not apply].

When a particular case, already included in the general statement,

is expressly mentioned to teach something new, that special provision

applies to all other cases included in the general statement.

. When a particular case, though included in the general statement,

is expressly mentioned with a provision similar to the generai law,

such a case is singled out to lessen the severity of the law, not to increase it.

When a particular case, though included in the general statement,

is explicitly mentioned with a provision differing from the general law,

it is singled out to lessen in some respects, and in others to increase,

the severity of the law.

. When a particular case, though included in the general statement, is explic-
itly mentioned with a new provision, the terms of the general statement no
longer apply to it, unless Scripture indicates explicitly that they do apply.

2. A matter elucidated from its context, or from the following passage.

> 13. Also, when two passages [seem to] contradict each other,

[they are to be elucidated by] a third passage that reconciles them.
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May it be Your will, LorD our God and God of our ancestors, that the Temple be
speedily rebuilt in our days, and grant us our share in Your Torah. And may we
serve You there in reverence, as in the days of old and as in former years.

Torah is interpreted” (Maimonides, Laws of Torah Study 1:11). It was chosen
because it appears at the beginning of the Sifra, the halakhic commentary to
Leviticus, which is the source of most of the laws of offerings. It also reminds
us of the indissoluble connection between the Written Law (the Mosaic
books) and the Oral Law (Mishna, Midrash and Talmud). Rabbi Ishmael’s
principles show how the latter can be derived from the former.
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* How does this kal vechomer work? Map out the logical steps

DXNOY DY NI NYID DYNY PR OIDN IWNYND DN J0 MIND N 79 NYN 12T 2.

29 MY

1NIAYN DX DMTY PTIPX - NI YNYY NDI,NIVN X DIMN'T NI WNY PRY THHN NN XN N OP , 1IN 3.

J0 ONDIY

Y I

YTYHINA NDOD NN DNIY? 22 I 4.

2:0 927m

YTYIN 7 P02 NRYD NN 00 YN M0N2 2272 N DRPN PYIN) N2 03 XY S.

a:nd 9329102

NIYN DN DMT - NDO MIRND ITYIN G NIYN NN DMT = TN MNIND YTV N1 .TNNA I 7YII (N5 72702) IR 6.

0 DNOY

* How does a gezeira shava work. Is it random word association?
1NV, IUN KON NP2 2D (35 o) XD NI, )NI0Y NTYN 2 722903 197310 Q0 N) G0 .. TP NYNN - MIvN 7.

VP NP ATV QD2 21710 (35 mowna) :0DN
A pYvrnp
e MINYN YT OTRT TN OP NON INNYN MY N )T OTX PRT 8.
)0 DNDI
* Where do a kal vechomer or gezeira shava come from?

M 5p HIH 193 PEITY DNDIE PITH DIEY £OL SO0 MSLN £1ITD 1% PN ... 9.
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..... 1399 9705 12 ©H HOH 17 PPHT DME DI TID WSHN 17 BTH PITHD 53 HYP ..... IINTI DD MM 5p HdH 193

oV Maon
* Do the Rabbis create their own drashot? Which need to come from mesora?
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1299 NDA GN NIV NMT NN J2IP TN NN .NDN J2IP NDD NDN 12T TR DINN YN DY NP 1IN DPm
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2527 92509 527 INXYN MY NPT YT OTX PRY NINRY MY DN 1P0P DWTR XINY NDA RN DOVTR WTR XIiNY
DW1 N1 7272501 27 ... INNI NNVN XIWN DX NYIY INYN MY NP INR PNTD DTN NI ON 2NN 92 NIX ) DY DN
TPV 9 DY QX .Y NN PV PRI I'PN PDWN T MNYD MY NI )T DTN PRIIMNYD V'R YT OTR 9NN 1A N1 ™M
YTHY 12 NN WNYY 1P IPIVINY MYNPYN SNYNY T DY NI JND IIRY TY NN VP XD 0PN 9 )2 YN 2w»
YPLY NOWI IMX 1)

1 P19 DNDS NION (NIH”) YV TN
* What does this highlight about the essential difference between a kal vechomer and a gezeira shava?
* What ultimately perusaded the Bnei Beteira to agree to Hillel's geizera shava?

aX 1233
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»:N 92903

Background: The gemara is working out how many witnesses are needed to make a woman a sotah.

TY PONNT 1230 RIMNNTA NIMY NN KD - NRNDVIY STHPRIOIN PN TAN TY 90) 13N, )00 TAN TY - INMLA AN .. 14,
JWONZ TN TY D) XY (0 o) 9" TTRND ADYAN KON DN IN 1270 2IN0N DOWA - 572 PX 7Y (712701 P20 DNT TN
TY,DNOY IND N TY NI DIPN DI AN 132 % ITAN DN DN TN XINY YTP PN UOND “TY DI KD TNV YIvN»

TN 2INON TO LIV

Anvw
* What is the Binyan Av?
* How does it prove that if ONE witness saw the Sotah commit adultery she does not drink the waters?

5H57 pI51 Hbo

AT PN N2YI N T2Y) N T TOYS 19N 92) NY IR MY IN NN INYION N od 15,

0:20 MY
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1. This episode is also recorded in the Tosefta (Pesachim 4:11) and the Bavli (66a)
2. The Torah here says that if we KNOW she is guilty (even though there are ‘no witnesses’) she does not drink
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* Where was God at Sinai? In the heavens or on the mountain?
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* Are cattle also kosher for the korban Pesach?
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