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dxezd zexewn

mi`iapd jxc zelbzd - d`eape dkld - 12

A]  The Position of the Kuzari

1.n /ubnn grd, tku uhkg ;hxu, tk og vz if,h lht :hrzufv rnt //tnuasjh tka hsf 'iunvk tkt vz rntb tk :rcjv rnt 

 'ohtrev ohauga unf o,aevn ,uru, onmgk ugcehu o,gsn unfj,hu okfanvan hrjt ohthcbv in gunak rhvznuinu 

 :thcbc rnta unf 'ohypuavu ohbvfv(jh:jh ohrcs) wudu lunf ovhjt cren ovk ohet thcb :urntn vhvu /// '(c:s ohrcs) uphxu, tk

of,t vumn hfbt rat rcsv kgvtucbc ohrfzbv ohtb,v kg 'lhjtn lcren thcb hsh kgu van hsh kg of,t h,huma vn kg '

 tn-n ,ut d rntn hrzufv rpx

• According to the Kuzari, what part do Nevi’im1 play in the unfolding of the halachic process.  How would the Rambam relate to this?

• What does that tell us about the concept of ‘revelation’?

2. ohbezk gauvhu gauvhk vrxnu hbhxn vru, kce vanohthcbk ohbezu vkusdv ,xbf habtk vurxn ohthcbu 

 t vban t erp ,uct vban

3./// vzc vtucbv oukf vkgp tk ,ntcu 'ohthcb hsh kg ,ruxnv v,hhv vrenc era rnuk tuv ejuss ///

dfe wng 't v"htrv ,urdht

4.ohrcs vaka rntu 'thcbv hdj cahihhusrev in ohrd ohkcenu ',hghcac hbg ragn ihragn ctunu iung 'vruxt ,cv ,rm :

 ohsunr,v inu

 /zy ,unch

5. hftknu vhrfz hdj hpn - vurnt vgunav hpn :ibjuh r"t

/jb ,urufc

• In which capacity are Chagai, Zecharia and Melachi communicating  this?  As a Navi through nevuah or as a Rabbi in the chain of

tradition?  Which ‘hat’ are they wearing?  What would the Rambam say?  What would the Kuzari say?  

6. hftknu vhrfz hdj hpn -vhv tku /rehg ovn vzht ogy h"g vkg oehnk tfhku 'thv tngy tkc wt,fkhvwf thv vtucbs iuhfu v"p
wvk hrhnd t,fkvw rnuk uk vhv tkt v,gn rcs asjk htar thcb ihts vtucb rhfzvk uk////  

 oa ,upxu,

• What is Rashi’s shitta?  Why does Tosafot disagree?

• Remember from our shiur on Halacha LeMoshe MiSinai what are the technical meanings of wt,fkhvw and wvk hrhnd t,fkvw 

1. We will deal in a later shiur with the issue of ‘Ruach HaKodesh’, ‘Bat Kol’ and how they differ from Nevuah
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B]  Rav Tzadok HaCohen2

7.unf vp kgca vru,v if od usxh ov /,hcv hsxhhn ova vkusdv ,xbf habtn hba ,hcc vhv vp kgca vru, ,kj,v ///

 ohkeas hnkaurhc urnta (t vfkv v erp ahr) tk obumrn vukche tka inz kfu ////vrxnbhrndk ovk ihhsg  hp kg ohdvb,n uhvu

wv shn c,fc kfv ohthcb

ub ,ut - vkhk hxhxr rpx

• What does Rav Tzaddok mean in saying that the TSbP ‘began’ at the start of the Second Temple?  What happened to the Mesora from

Sinai!? In what sense was there a new ‘start’ after the first Exile?

 

8. All the days of the prophets ..... there was no need to obey the Sages.  It seems likely that, even though it is true

that there is no place for prophecy as far as the study and knowledge of Torah, as it is written “[The Torah] is not in

Heaven” etc .... [this rule] applies to knowledge of the laws of the Torah and its general rules, but there is ample

room [for knowledge acquired by means of] prophecy [as far as] the details of their performance at any particular

time, as Maimonides describes at length in his Introduction to the Commentary on the Mishna: as a temporary

expedient the prophet has the power to suspend the commandments of the Torah

Reb Tzadok HaCohen, Zikaron Larishonim 8-12
3

9. It goes without saying that in doubtful instances they [the people and the Sages] were required to obey the

prophet, and many prophets arose [in] Israel [to] command action in particular situations. .... Therefore the general

leadership of the[se] generations was in the hands of the prophets, who were the leaders of the[se] generations as

far as the affairs of [each] generation [were concerned]

Reb Tzadok HaCohen, Zikaron Larishonim 11

C]  Rav Kook4

10.vtruvk ghhxn asuev juru vtucbva thv hrzufv ,yha ,cnrv hrcsf tks"oekjna o

te wng wc vwhtrv ,urdht

11. ihhbgc tuv ifvsdtv ,nfjvu,n ohpg,xna oharuav hban ohgcub ovhbaa //// vfkvv ,nfj og "'vtucbvu vnfjv ov 'e

gca vru, ihhbgu ,ufkvv ju,hbk ajhc ovhrsd vph ihhsg urtc,b tka"s tkkf lv hf /p thv ohnac tkohrrv vnf uc ah

gt 'ohkusd"cnrv ,yhaa p"n 'vfkv ihhbgk vtucbk ,ufhha ihta vru,v hsuxhc thv o"wxu,v ,yha tkv n vz ihts thv

d vz kkfk uhva yuapu /kusd kkf",uyap gnan hfvu 'p"gca vru, ,ufhkv kg f"d ,kgup okugn vtucbv v,hvu 'ohtmuh f

h"g ,ruxnv v,hv vrenc era rnuk tuv ejuss 'p"gca vru, ihbgc vtucbv ihbgk lrg whva '"ohthcb ohbezu" :,ucts vbanv

 vktf ohbhbg uhva tkt 'ohnfj vnf f"d oa uhv tkvu '"vkudv in ovng ukg ohthcb wd" tk ,ntcu ohthcbjf teus lhrma

vtucb/ohsunkv rusx kg thv ,kgup n"n 'vtucb p"g vfkvv ohrnud ihta rntb ot whptu /

 f"gh"tcf"f m"tu ,hnhbp vpeav lu,n ,rcxun thv vbcvvu 'sunhkv rsxc vtucbv gpak oaur ah 'vtucbv ouen thva '

'vsdtv ,nfjk suxh thva 'vtucbv ,nfju 'uvk shryn tuv vtkcc tsunk,u '"ohfjn h"ts trhut" ubhhvu 'ohrurhc ,ufhrt

'okmt vkgn tuv rumhev - vtucbv ,nfj ka oharavn ohgpaunv o,ut vbvu //// vru,v hara ka hnhbpv smv thva

suxh whv vzu 'ypan yhkjvk ke znr ovk hsu 'stn vcjr vrhexc okmt `vagb rcs lu,n rcs ,tmuvu ,ufkvv ka ju,bvu

hnkaurh ka sunhkv rsxhbc hcdk kct /vfkvv rurhck ohrme oheuses hs whv vkgn ka vrutn ,ubvhk ohfuzv o,ut hcdka '

 /ohrcs ,ufhrt lhrm whvu rumhev ehpxn whv tk 'f"f ovhkg ughpav tk vtucbv haraa 'kcc

2. See two seminal articles on this point by Rabbi Professor Ya’akov Elman: (1) R. Zadok on the History of Halacha.  Tradition 21(4) , Fall 1985; (2) Reb Zadok Hakohen

of Lublin on Prophecy in the Halachic Process, Jewish Law Association Studies 1 pp.1-16

3. translation by Rabbi Elman ibid  

4. For more detail on Rav Kook’s position on Halacha and Nevua, see an excellent essay by Rav Yuval Sherlo - www.ypt.co.il/show.asp?id=28842 
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hbhbg ahu 'ush kg ,usjt,n ,usdtv og ,ufkvv 'vhphgxu vtucbv hara kg lnxb tuva sunhk-rsxs 'yuap tuv eukhjvu /////

vtucbk vhutr vbhta 'k"ujca sunhk rsxc kct 'k"vuj wsf tka hnkaurhv ,gs thv ,tzu 'ohagnc unf ,ugsc ,ruxnu vkce

 lu,n thmuvk rapta vn er ibv ,ugsv 'vhju,bu vfkvv og ohsfk,n e"vur hpbg iht tkhnnuhbuhdvv kfavhbhbgk ihtu '

/hnkaurhk hkcc ihc kscvv o,uj ,t gcy eukhjv vzu 'rux,-tk ovhkg lhha tku vfkvk ,ufhha ,usdtv

 ihca eukhjv uvz s"gkuypuak ivf,t ghhxn f"d asuev jura sunhk lrs ihc : vbufva 's"hcn vkce ihbgk vru,c rfzunv '

"s ivf ubhhvu 'vfkvv rurhctuv "s ltkn hf ,gs urnah uh,palrsu trcxv p"g ypan thmuna ubhhvs ypuak ivf yrpcu '"

kupkp lu,n rrucnv sunhkv

d"e ,rdt - /dfe wng wt vwhtrv ,urdht

•See if you can work out the correlations that Rav Kook is creating between:-

Eretz Yisrael ------- Nevuah ------- Cohen -------- Yerushalmi -------- Aggadata

Chutz LeAretz -------- No Nevuah -------- Shofet -------- Bavli -------- Halacha

Are there any implications to this analysis in our own generation? 

12.tc vkgp 'vru,v hara ka hnhbpv smv thva vsdtv ,nfjk suxh thva vtucbv ,nfju"kccn r,uh vcrv h5vhutr vbhta '

vtucbk

wt vwhtrv ,urdht

• Does Nevuah have any role today?  How is Rav Kook looking at Aggadata? 

The Transition from Navi to Chacham

Skip 13 and 14 for now (unless you want to have a go at the Aramaic) and go straight to Rav Kook in #15

13.iubhts tngy htn 'tbnz kfc hthcbn hphsg t,hhrutc hks,ans iubht 'hbnhvn hthcbk t,hhrutc hks,ans iubht ihc vn hzj t,

kfs tnuhe tuvs (,", t"b) vru, hrets tr,tc tkhgk hnhhe t,hhrutc hks,ans iubht 'hthcbn rh,h vtkg tdrsc hnhhe

 suvu jmb iurets r,tc t,,k hnhhe hthcbu t,ubnhvn

 t sung vk ;s um ,arp (trehu) d lrf rvuz

14.vn ihgshs (rhgz) tsj tgdr ukhpt tasue jur iuvbn hsgt tk ihnhfju tk ihbnzku tasue jur uvhhkg ,ra ihbnzk hthcbk tvs

uuv tk tknkt rnt tct hcr 'uvkfn rh,h rzgkt wrs t,nfju t,nfj tkf (vsuvh) hxuh r"t 'vtkdk ugc tku t,,u tkhgk hs

 trhgcs tjurn tab hbcs tjur tarp,t tku tnkg hrtns husuep vnu t,hhrut uvn tab hbc ihgsh uuv tk ihnhfj

 c sung u ;s ,una ,arp (,una) c lrf rvuz

• As preparation for the next shiur, see how far you can get through this classic piece of Rav Kook - thcbn ;hsg ofj.  Don’t look up every

word - just try and get a feel for what he’s trying to say

15.ohhj�kyu cr orz ,ukkufv sujhc ,uphv ovh,ubp kf ,t 'kkfc ohhjv ,rsv ,t vph ohrt,n ohmhknvu ohrruanv 'okugca dvubc

ka ofu,�lu,k rusjk kct /;eu, kfc osdb ,ujnku ohhjca ohkuekev ka hkkfv rugfv ,t vutrk dhmvk od ohgsuh ov 'vcurn

vbye od vkeke kfn o,ut ohrnan lhtu cuyv xhxcv kg o,ut ohshngnu ohhjv ,t ohrhafn lht 'ohhyrpv ohnrudv kf

vnfjv og ot hf 'zgvu ojv vnsnv jf og exg uk iht vz rcs 'stn vcrv xrvku kusd iuyra ,ukgvk vpuxa ',ubyeca

/ohhagnv ohnfjv kfu 'ohypuav 'ohssunv 'ohbfxjv 'ohtpurv ,sucg kj, itf /,ehsnv

uhvkt sjt ws ogb ,rsv ,t 'zg kfc usdb v,jnu ktrahc vrz�vsucg ka vkusdv vkekev orz ,t v,tr vtucbv /vzn vkgnk

jur tkn,u 'suau xnj ';utbu jmr 'ohbuhct eaug ohks .umhr ',uhrxunv ,ugrpv kf ka v,javv ,t 'rvzu hpuh kfc uvrt,,u

/asue jha ourc rusdku ghauvk ohvkt

D]

5. Rav Sherlo in his articles wants to show that the machloket between the Rambam and the Kuzari is in fact a machloket Tannaim within the Bavli and a machloket

between the Bavli and the Yerushalmi.  He also suggests that certain Tannaim connect more with an ongoing ‘prophetic’ style, such as Rabbi Shimon (Bar Yochai)

who famously takes the positions that we can be tres tngy arus 
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vnv vkt 'ohkusdv osv�herzn udruah ovna 'ohesv ohhjv�hshd ',tyjv ka vkdgv ,ucg ,uprymn ivna ',uesv ,urgav

hsh�kg inzv�lanvc lht '.rnbv oeuhs kfc 'ivh,ufkv hyrpu ikuf ,uhagnv ,umnv /vzuju thcb kf ihgn ohbupmv ohr,xnv

ohkhkt ,sucg ,faj ,t uzgc ardh ruvyv hvktv ohhjv�orzu 'ovc hucjv hnhbpv ogbv tmh 'o,cju okdrv 'osunk,u onuhe

ykeh oca ohkfv ,t ,sctn 'xrv ka lrs ,j,pn /oheuhsu ohpbgc 'ohagnc ,kzkznv ,hytv vchzgv lhtu 'oue sug kfu, hkcn

vz rcs - 'uhktn vkugu lkuv tuv 'ohbpcn kgr ectu .ujcn rvz hmhm tknv vg,nv iuhnsv 'ostv ck rmh tkhnnu 'iuhkgv jurv

ka 'vp kt vp ka vtucbv v,ut 'van ka u,tucbk i,b obnt /vrhtn vbhta thrkepxt ka vtucbk 'kkfc vtucbk i,b tk

sug thcb oe tku" uvunf oe tk kct /sjtf ohyrpv ka o,ubehsu ohkkfv ka ozg ,utrk vkufh thv era 'vrhtnv thrkepxt

'thcbn ;hsg ofju /ohnfjk ohyrpv ,sucgu ohthcbk rxnvk ohkkfv ,sucg vfrmuvu /"ohbp kt ohbp ws ugsh rat vanf ktrahc

r,uhv ,ukpavv hrehg hrjt araku ohkhkt ,sucg ktrahn rgck at ,ucvk ohcmujv v,njkn hkfc 'vtucbv v,ag tka vn

iubacu vcrv ohshnk, ,sngvc 'vru,v ,cjrvc ohnfjv uag 'ohbunkau sja ,phsr 'vnzu jmr ka 'xnju eag ka ,ugurd

/",ufkv tkt ,ufhkv hre, kt 'uk okug ,ufhkv" /ovh,usku,u ohhyrpv ohejv

ohyrpvc ugkcb ';pur,vk ukjv ohkkfvu ohnhv ufrt 'vek,xb vtucbvu ohthcbv exg kg ohnfjv exg rcd,b crv inzv lanc

,tba zt '"rac kf kg hjur ,t lupat" 'ghpuvk khj,, vtucbv rut ,cha lkvn ,jhnma ohnhv ,hrjtc if kg /vmujv utrh tku

sg '"ubbujh tku rhgk rhgn ufkh 'ovhrcsk kucd ohnhana ohnfj hshnk, ukt 'kucdv habtu 'jrx, ohrpux ,nfj" 'rcd,, ohyrpv

ksd ,t vkkfc rhf, uzu 'oeh,rbn vtucbv rut ,kj,v ka ,umumhbv utmh ohhju ky ohtkn ohrufcf ot hf rxuc�hrpf tk rat

';eab ohnan esmu jnm, .rtn ,nt 'ueab oukau esm uadpb ,ntu sxj" '"thcbn ;hsg ofj" :tre, esm ,ubgcu vnfjv ,kugp

okugc ghpuvk cua, van ka u,nabu /"vkuch i,, ubmrtu cuyv i,h ws od

wthcbn ;hsg ofjw - wc ohbugrz ',urut - eue cr

EXTRA SOURCES

• If you have time, read the attached extracts from the Leshem (wy ,ut wd ;bg wf kkf ',uek,xvu ,uyap,v hkkf 'vnkjtu uca oak)

- Column 1 line 43  w/// ihbg ifuw to line 57

- Column 2 lines 32-37, 44-48

- Column 4 lines 41-51

- Column 4 line 59 to Column 5 line 19

- Column 6 lines 41-50

Further Reading

• Articles mentioned above by Rabbi Yaakov Elman

• Essay mentioned above by Rav Yuval Sherlo     Rav Kook

•  52-3 wng zwba, vbub, ,tmuv 'drcbzur ouka 'aushju vruxn - vp-kgca vru, 'thv ohnac tk

• 178-183  drcxehkd vnkau rrhxe vnka ',hzdv ,fakk hbhxn

Who’s Who 

Sefer HaKuzari R’ Yehuda Halevi - 12C Spain 
Rav Tzadok Hakohen 19C Poland
Leshem Rav Shlomo Elyashiv – 19/20C, Lithuania
Orot Rav Avraham  Yitzchak HaCohen Kook – 20C Israel 

        Rav Elyashiv  (The Leshem)

                                      
   

                                


