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A] Overview of the 4 Periods of Mesorah

PERIOD I:

PERIOD II:

PERIOD III:

PERIOD 1IV:

MATAN TORAH (1313 BCE) TO PURIM (356 BCE): AGE OF TANACH; PROPHECY; PRE-GALUT

PURIM (356 BCE) TO THE SEALING OF THE TALMUD (C.500 CE): AGE OF CHAZAL;
CRYSTALLIZATION AND FORMALIZATION OF ORAL LAW; MISHNA; GEMARA

SEALING OF TALMUD (€500 CE) TO SHULCHAN ARUCH (C€1500): ANALYSIS AND DEFINITION OF

PRACTICAL HALACHA; CODIFICATION; GEONIM; RISHONIM

SHULCHAN ARUCH (1500 CE) TO PRESENT DAY: UNIFIED PSAK; ACHARONIM
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* Are we now in a 5th Period? If so, when did this period begin? The Enlightenment? The Holocaust? The State of Israel? 9/11? How
does contemporary hashkafa impact on this question?

B] The Structure of TsbP during Periods I & II
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 Can you think of examples of halachot in each of these categories?
* Consider how the following three modes of Mesorah fit into the 5 categories outlined by the Rambam above:

-Transmission
-Interpretation
- Legislation

* Which connect with which, possibly in multiple ways?
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* Does this categorization of the Rambam in Mishne Torah differ from that in the Introduction to the Mishna?
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Chart showing the 5 categories of TsbP, where there is machloket, and how the halacha 6an be changed:
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(9Y W9) NUN D NYID NNN MYPY OIP?
* What is the argument here? Can anyone really argue that the the majority of the Torah is written and the minority oral? What are they
including as TsbP?
* Look again at source 2. What is the Rambam gpecifically classifying as ‘Torah Shebe’al Peh’? How does that address the issue in source
3?

1. From Jorah MiSinai- Eisenberg/Domovitz
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