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A] Did the Avot Keep the Torah?
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» What does the gemara in Yoma add to the Mishna? s there a difference between N NN 52 NN AN DNIAN NYY and OO
210 NHNN 92 1IN DNIAN?
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1. Note that some girsaot read ymnn > Py 129K and yet others read M N >y 1ax. Consider which of these (a) fits better with the passuk and (b) connects most to
what we know about the life and mission of Avraham Avinu
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* Did Yaakov really keep all 613 mitzvot? Could any one person keep all 613? If not, what does this mean?

B] Mitzvot that the Avot did NOT keep
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NI NYNI

MHEYE INHY ,IHE PEOD PI3HD 173 1) D3DH IMIL D S gHY - >"WI) PN N NIY WK NAND 70 DPNNY 11.
(99 O713D5 pn Wb

2530 0929

DT HEY OINDY D3 (b1 373) WP DTN ,DINH DL HEN (pp> 1995) D35 3pY* ©PD TH 10 ©b ,MHEd BN 12.
0936 IVHE IN3 DND3 IND DWIN POE IEDH PHI (7:75 oE) 35N IILY DL OPD 13D IEM (> » pp)
(v 9"3) BT IPYIIY 2110273 PSS 1I0P 103 PPHY 193 PP D15 HID),937D 5D 50 BED 1 D3PI 5D SY OM3H
HIDE L2 5D P33 wip) DND INNI 550 INPE HIL MO D3L3 If DL ILOH PHVD YIPY PICD PH INEL
DCHI3 DLDY S» ITLN

179 PUNIA )"209

12 PINN PIMYI POIINY INXD PN DY YN YTON DNPYW DY DPYTED NTIVO MYYY N TN W Tpn TNy 13.
N 1TI2) DIV PNND D IIN IRV NDNN XYW ,TIN OPN AN ININY,TIAD 1D DY D1 AN DNIIND
AN NPNX ONY ONRYIY LTI OPX :0ND NN 1TI12) DIV AP0 10 IIN IWY MNN ROY ,TIN OPX 31D
ND ONIW NIND DI HOIPOT XDV ,TIAN OPX DN N ,TID) DIV VN 10 IIN DYDY 1IDIND 1NN NTNYY
NI P I JA YYD 2NDT )20 ST NOY ,TIAN OPX AN N 1TID) D10 YD 1D TN SN XD M1
NIPN N DY YN I DID TINIY,TIAD NN DY, TIAN NN AN N TI12) D10 < TITD 1D TN 02 YWD

VY DN
* IsYa'akov held responsible for the fact the he married two wives? How does it affect his ‘standing’?

B1] Eretz Yisrael -vs- Chutz L'Aretz
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* Why would mitzvot at the time of the Avot be entirely connected to Eretz Yisrael? Does this idea remain in any way after Sinai?
* Does the Ramban’s answer fit all the cases - when and where did Rachel die?
* Does Rashi agree with this approach? Consider his comments above aboutYa’akov in Lavan’s home

B2] Avraham -vs- Others
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e VANY DY DNIAN DIAPY NN TN PN P PRT (191 Sy9) 1"2990 NYPNY ,)"2090 12T DY NNN MIN DIN 16.
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* What was the relationship of the Avot to mitzvot? What does the Maharal mean by ‘mesugal’?
* How does this reflect on their relationship with God? Where they ‘Jewish’ and, if so, in what way?

B3] Positive -vs- Negative Mitzvot
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ov
* Why are the Avot more ‘suited’ to the positive mitzvot than the negative?
* Can a person ever ‘volunteer’ for a negative mitzvah? Does this have any meaning?
* Did Ya'akov keep the mitzvah of gid hanashe? If so, how would that fit with this answer? What about Amram marrying his
aunt?
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* In the end, which Avot kept all the mitzvot and which only positive?
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B4] ‘Technical” answers
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* How do the answers of the Radvaz and Rav Moshe Feinstein impact on the issue of whether the Avot were ‘Jewish'?

* How do these more ‘technical’ answers compare with the more ‘foundational’ hashkafic approaches we have seen so far?

Which do you prefer?

B5] Selected mitzvot according to ruach kakodesh
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* What does this say about the ‘binding’ or ‘concrete’ nature of Torah before Sinai?
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C] How could the Avot know Torah before Sinai?
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* What does this tell us about ‘Torah’ before Sinai? Was it ‘crystallized?
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* What other mitzvot were practiced before Sinai in a ‘non-crystallized form’?

* Do what extent are we able to inject an element of self-expression and flexibility into our Torah observance today? Consider
the role of chumrah and minhag (we’'ll deal with both of these in future shiurim)

* Alonger extract from the Nefesh HaChayim is included in the Appendix at the end of the source sheet - worth reading!
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* What is the machloket here?
* What were Avraham’s ‘sources’ in Torah and what does this say about his relationship with it?
* Does itin any way impact on OUR relationship with Torah today?
* Do ‘sechel’ and ‘ruach hakodesh’ play any role in our connection with Torah today?

DD OIE DIDOD WD DIDDS MD ZPPHD DY 28.

> DDNN MY JaN

DN NN TIDD DY ISNINIY PYINT 127 DWW 717372 527,800 1250 PRI, 1PIYI HNX ONIIN AWM 29.
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D] A brief glance at different levels of pshat’’

93 'POT 1M 1D - NIIYN PHRYN DAP3 DOPE IEH 3PD 'NIT ITPYI KD - MHPa DNIIAN YOV WX APy (N) 31,
IOV OB - NN SMPIN D0 IMH DS ILHD 'HOT O IINE DI IO - XM¥N DINED DM3 PH IpH
BIOPE HH IND 1D OTIP AN P 053 ,0DNH DOIOI PO TN DIV X NI PN PIND 5> MED

IPMPY D3 DI SHILW NEIDON

1199 YN 0'2v9
* Do the pesukim say that Avraham kept the whole Torah?

2. For an in depth analysis of the understanding of the role of the kidneys in Jewish thought see
http://hods.or; f/The%2 ion%200f%20the%20Kidneys%2 nsel.pdf
3. There are many pshat approaches as to how to understand the verse of ‘ekev’ - see also Chizkuni, Ibn Ezra, Raedak and more -

http://www.tanach.org/breishit/toldot/toldots2.htm
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D272 NNNN 93 TN OPP NI PIY POV 11N NN NPIIN NI NN 1NN NYNY o0 5OV 32.

N IVI9 YONT RNODN - NDYI HNYNY? 1297 NNDIN
¢ |s the idea that Avraham kept the whole Torah halachic or aggadic? What does/could ‘keeping the whole Torah’ mean?

EXTRA SOURCES

E] The 7 Mitzvot and Sinai

OV, 00N DY VI N DY, DNT MY DY, DWN NI O Y DY PUNRIN DT INVN) DMAT NYY DY 33.
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NINX N29N POIM YN YWIN PNN TINY DO9NN XN ,N2M2 19N DY I MVSN DNIIN NI ,DNIIN
WA NIWN NIV TY PN MNNA DY MOLXI DMINNY,TPAIY D29NM NWIN TY POIN 2PYN , 0PN NNY
YT DY NN NNOYN

'N 1991 © P9 BN MIYN B"aNY

Background information to source 34: The Mishna is dealing with the question of whether the prohibition of eating the gid
hanashe [sciatic nerve] applies only to kosher animals or also to non-kosher

T IONI APY 2D RO DTN "IN INNDV OGN N DI 22T RNV I XY NNNVA XN MNN 34,
MNPNI ANV XIN TN 2D A YN N2 NIMN NRNDL 1NN PITY,NYIN

P YN

7Y 3D WP3 INHE INHY MIPN3 3DNE HIH 1IIND H O THI INHY MBI PP I1NIDE I PIBD - 1Y 1PN 35.
702 1556 HE 12 YIDH HHILY W3 1IIND 12 D DLYND D 1D HIPNI 3p> NP phH LN

ow 'vy
* Did the mitzva of gid hanashe apply before Sinai?

NNRY XM ,IONX) MDD DIIN NI R MIVNI XD M NTHN 9935 725 0wy .01 10 15N PN ... 1] 36.
ND ,IWUN T DY THONN NN RON NINT DVIY DN PR DN IMNX DIVIY N DN DMIND NDRY NN DOW NYTO PN
19 92N NI 12 DY IO NV NN XY NN P2 TN DN NN PX,TIY NONT IMNTPY DONID T M NV NN
D21 NN PN 121 . NON NN IO TN INYOY PDI INVXIV 1D NN 1D TN IPDY IOX IWNAY NN NION NN
127,00WN POY DNIIN DNV M HINND YN YT DY NN TIY NN NONX NN OWINY 1KY IR DN ONIINY D)1
YOI MIND WY DINN DININ XON P2 IWN MY NOX IPIN APY NONX MINN 12 DOWN DN PR NWIN 1)

MINNN 99919 NON 923,502 NWNY 12 1IN TINN NIVY

Y PIVN ¥ 999 PIIN NN D"ANIY MIYNH WIP
* According to the Rambam, did Ya’akov and his family eat from the gid nashe? (note also source 33 above)
* Why is it so important to the Rambam that we keep the mitzvot because of Sinai and NOT because of the Avot? (Consider the
nature of the nevuah of the Avot)
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MIN PRY INNIP DONYRIN INT MIAN 70 VIR 5 IWI 5102 20077 O12) ') 7INDD) It 77799 V2017 29
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1Op nav
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Y2 NN NIV Y DY G NN PT IR DM NYIWN INY DIN ,NNIAPN O NN O NINY 7292 PUNK)

M NYIYI MOIN D NYIY OXRIWD DN 1PN AT DYDY NN DYTNNN NNN NINY 029> YW SN PINS
ONVNN

N 1990 N P19 AN MY 0"anY
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39.
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Who’s Who?

Rashi 11C France

Rambam 12C Egypt

Ibn Ezra Rav Avraham ben Meir 12C Spain, France, England
Rashbam Rav Shmuel ben Meir (grandson of Rashi), 12C France
Tosafot 12-13 C France and Germany

Ramban Rav Moshe ben Nachman, 13C Spain

Radvaz Rav David ben Shlomo ibn Zimra - 15C Spain/16C Egypt
Rema Rav Moshe Isserlis, 16C Poland

Gur Ariyeh Maharal, 16C Prague

Maharsha Rav Shmuel Edels - 16-17C Poland

Nefesh Hachaim

Rav Chaim Volozhiner, 18-19C Lithuania

Seridei Aish
Iggrot Moshe
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Rav Ya‘akov Yechiel Weinberg, 20C Germany, Switzerland
Rav Moshe Feinstein, 20C Russia/America

g

Rav Moshe Feinstein

APPENDIX: NEFESH HACHAIM 1:21-22
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