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dxezd zexewn

zea`de dxezd - 6
ohkaurh ,racn ,kkfn

A] Did the Avot Keep the Torah?

1.h �,«r«u, �u h 	,«uE �j h 	,«u �m �n h �T �r 	n �J �n r«n �J�H 	u h�k«e �C o �v �r �c 	t g 	n �J�r �J�t c �e�g

 v:uf ,hatrc

2.h,rnan rnahu  :,cak ,ucau ,uhrgk ,uhba iudf 'vru,ca ,urvzt kg vejrvk ,urzd -h,umn - uc,fb tk ukhta ohrcs
ohns ,ufhpau kzd iudf ,uuymvk ov ihhutr :h,uej - rhzj ,khft iudf ovhkg ihchan okugv ,unutu grv rmha ohrcs

 :uhscg kg uh,ueju lknv ,rhzd tkt rcsc ogy ihta zbyga ,ahckuh,ru,u - hbhxn vank vfkv 'vp kgca vru, thcvk
oa h"ar

3. [vaga] ubhmn[ohhea dwh]rntba vb,b tka sg vkuf vru,v kf ,t ubhct ovrct  (v:uf ,hatrc) g �n �J�r �J	t c �e �g

 h �,«r«u, �u h �,«uE �j h �,«u �m �n h �T �r �n �J �n r« n �J �H �u h�k« e �C o �v �r �c �t

 sh vban s erp ihaushe vban

4. rntba 'vkuf vru,v kf ubhct ovrct ohhe :cr rntwudu hkec ovrct gna rat cegthhj rc hnha cr vhk rnt /

 if ot :vhk rnt - !vkhnu ,umn gca tnhtu - /vkhn hnb tfht tv - !,umn gca tnhtu :crk h,ru,u h,umn?hk vnk
ihkhac, hcurhg ukhpt ubhct ovrct ohhe :hat cr tnh,htu [tcr] (cr) rnt1 rntba 'h,ru,c,fca vru, ,jt - 

 vp kgca vru, ,jtu

:jf tnuh

• What does the gemara in Yoma add to the Mishna?  Is there a difference between vagvru,v kf ,t ubhct ovrct  and ohhe

vkuf vru,v kf ubhct ovrct?

5. «uT �J �t �u Jh �t o�h	b �J tu �v v �r«v �y t«k r �J�t v �n �v �C 	v�i �nU «uT �J �t �u Jh �t v�g �c �J v�g �c �J W�k�j 	E �T v �r«uv �Y 	v v �n �v �C 	v k«F �n

 c:z ,hatrc

6.vruvyv -  ubsnk 'ktrahk vruvy ,uhvk vsh,gvvru, jb snka
oa h"ar

7.) :Uk�ft«H 	u v�p �t ,«uM 	nU v �T �J �n o �v�k G	g	H 	u «u,h �C�k �t Ut«c�H 	u uh�k �t Ur �x�H	u s«t �n o�C�r 	m �p�H 	u- h"ar vpt ,umnu - vhv jxp(
hwaru d:yh ,hatrc

8.) :c �v �t r �J�t 	F Wh �c �t�k oh �N 	g �y 	n o �,«t v �G8g �t �u oh �c«y oh �Z �g h�h �s �D h�b �J o �; �n h�k�j 	e �u it«M 	v�k �t t�b�Q�k- ohzg hhsd hba - h"ar
ck erp 'rzghkt hcrs herpc /ohngyn vag sjtvu ujxpk chrev sjtv tkt ?!ejmh ka ukftn vhv ohzg hhsd hba hfu(

oa hwaru y:zf ,hatrc

1. Note that some girsaot read ihnuj, hcurhg ukhpt and yet others read ,urmj hcurhg ukhpt/  Consider which of these (a) fits better with the passuk and (b) connects most to

what we know about the life and mission of Avraham Avinu 
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9. - h"ar) :v �T�g�s 	g r 	j �t�u h �T �r	D i�c�k�o �g c«e�g	h W �S �c 	g r 	n �t v«F u �G�g�k h�b«st	k iUr �nt«, v«F r«nt�k o �,«t u 	m�h 	uh,rd rjt rcs
 h,rd garv ick og rnukf 'd"hr, thrynhdch,rna ,umn d"hr,u(

hwaru v:ck ,hatrc

• Did Yaakov really keep all 613 mitzvot? Could any one person keep all 613?  If not, what does this mean?

B] Mitzvot that the Avot did NOT keep

10. V �Jt«r�k 	g i �n �J e«m�H 	u v�c�M 	n V �,«t o �G�H	u uh �,«J�t 	r �n o �G�r �J�t i �c �t �v�, �t j 	E�H 	u r �e«C 	C c«e�g	h o�F �J	H 	u

 jh:jf ,hatrc

11. - h"ar) Wh �v«k8t wv t�b �G r �J�t v�c�M 	n W�k oh �e �,�t«kvutaga rjtn 'vtba uhafg ,uctv hnhc uk vcuvt v,hva hp kg ;tu
vrz vsucgk ej ukt(

 cf:zy ohrcs

12. vcmn cegh ohev lht if ot 'kutak ahu(jh:jf ikvk) ubh,ucr ,gsfu ',uhjt h,a tabu (th:sg r"c)u,sus tab orngu 'gcrt 
'(f :u ,una) vcmn vrag oh,a ohev ubhcr vanu /(s:sf oa)ovrct rxta vnc vru,c r,hv ohdvub uhvha rapt lhtvu 

 'rcsv kg rfa oav uk gceu unmg kg ovhct?!uhfrsc ,fkk uhrjt u,hc ,tu uhbc ,t vumh tuvu uars ceghcu (u:yg r"c)

 vkuf vru,v kff vkuea thva hbpn ,cac vz vhvha raptu /ihnuj, gceu ,cav ,t rnaa(v"v t"p ,ufrc hnkaurh)thva '
,hatrc vagn kg vshgn

 v:uf ,hatrc i"cnr

13.uk ihb,ub ih,uau ihkfuta rjtk /ejmh ka ugrzk usxj kndha ouhc ohehsmk vsugx ,uagk tuv lurc ausev sh,g

rnut !lrcu kuy :ejmhk uk rnut /ktgnah hbnn tmha 'lrcn hbht :ivk rnutu 'lrck vfrc ka xuf ubhct ovrctk
 :ovk rnut !lrcu kuy :ceghk uk rnut /uag hbnn tmha 'lrcn hbht :ivk'ivhhjc ,uhjt h,a h,taba 'lrcn hbht

hkg irxutk vru, vsh,gatk ktrah .rtk xbfhk h,hfz tka 'lrcn hbht :ovk rnut 'lrcu kuy :vank uk rnut /
ubc iub iub ic gauvh :ch,fs 'ick h,hfz tka 'lrcn hbht :ivk rnut !lrcu kuy 'gauvhk uk rnut /h,unc tku hhjc

 tret wv oacu tat ,uguah xuf rntba 'lrck vtb hku 'lrct hbt :ivk rnut :lrcu kuy :susk uk rnut /ubc gauvh

:yhe ohjxp

• Is Ya’akov held responsible for the fact the he married two wives?  How does it affect his ‘standing’? 

B1] Eretz Yisrael -vs- Chutz L’Aretz

14. ubh,ucr ,gsn hkt vtrbvuasev jurc vkf vru,v ubhct ovrct snkav,ut rnau 'vh,usuxu vh,umn hngycu vc exgu 
 'vaugu vuumn ubhta hnf vkuf/sckc .rtc vhv v,ut u,rhnau,umnv hf 'orng ifu ',uhjtv tab .rtk vmujc ceghu 

 ouen kfc ;udv ,cujc ubrvzuva hp kg ;t 'iv .rtv hvkt ypan(:uk ihause) vzv suxv ubh,ucr uznr rcfu /ohrcs hrpxc)

(dn texp oav ,rzgc uc lrhgt hbtu '(jh:th ohrcs 'vf:jh trehu) uarsa unf 'thv gush inzc vasj,ba vumn vcmnvu /(hrpxc)

lhvkt wv tba ratc (cf :zy ohrcs),uctv hnhc vcuvt v,uhv rjt vtbaa '
 v:uf ,hatrc i"cnr

• Why would mitzvot at the time of the Avot be entirely connected to Eretz Yisrael?  Does this idea remain in any way after Sinai?  

• Does the Ramban’s answer fit all the cases - when and where did Rachel die?

• Does Rashi agree with this approach?  Consider his comments above about Ya’akov in Lavan’s home 

B2] Avraham -vs- Others

15. ibharss cd kg ;tuhkuec ovrct gna rat cegvbhn gna if ot 'ihkhac, curhg ukhpt ovrct rnaa snkn 

 rnuk kfub ouen kfn /ibcrsn vumn ukhpt vumnvu vru,v hpf dvub vhvaer urna tk u,hc habt rna tuv ot
ovk rxnbv hxunhbv ejv!,uhjt h,a tab rat v"g cegh ubhct ubbustn kusd ubk hns /jb hbc ,umn wz ubhhvs '

 h inhx t"nrv ,"ua
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16. i"cnrv vaeva 'i"cnrv hrcs kg vn, hbt kct(v:uf khgk)//// unmg kg ovrct kcea vnc r,hv ihdvub uhvh lhts 

vru,v ,umn iht hf 'ohchhj okf uhva kkf rnuk jrfv iht vz khcac - vru,v kf rnua ovrct vhva lfc vnu
/ovc ohsjuhn ohkcenv - ,uumnv hf 'vabv shd - ceghku 'vkhn ,hrc uk i,b ovrct hf tmn, hf `vz rcsc ,uua
obht oav hpn uuymb tka ,uumnc lf 'ohuua kfv uhv tka uuymba ,uumnc tmn,a unf if od rnut hbt lfhpku
gs, ihc, ratfa ',ca ,umnk ceghu 'vyhja ,uumnk ejmhu ',uumnv kfk kduxn vhv yrpc ovrct hf 'kfv ohuua

,uumnv kf ,t ,umnv kfk kduxn ubhta hn unhhe tk hf rnuk ah lfk 'yrpc ,umn uktk ohkduxn ukt hf

 h:un ,hatrc vhrt rud

• What was the relationship of the Avot to mitzvot?  What does the Maharal mean by ‘mesugal’?

• How does this reflect on their relationship with God?  Where they ‘Jewish’ and, if so, in what way?

B3] Positive -vs- Negative Mitzvot

17.'kfv uagha chhujnu hutr iht vnk - ohcuyu ohrahu ohehsm ,uumn ov ,umnv kfa rjtn rnut v,t ot ukhptu

vsuvh hcrs tchkt tnuxv unf rcsc chhujn ubhta hn hrva(/zp e"c) tuv vumn - ,uruyp ova ,uumnc ohabvu 
 'rfa ohkcenu hscgsrfa vz kg ahs vag ,umnc teus uvztk ,umn kg rfa kuce ihta - vag, tk ,uumn kct '

 "utny, kc"n ,uruyp ova ohabv vzk vhtru ?!unhheh vnk - uuymb tka rjtnu vag,(t:tf trehu) ",hja, tk"u oa)

(zf 'yhovk ruxt ihta rcs in onmg ahrpvk ovk vnk hnb hfvu 'vz kg kkf rfa ovk iht vumnv ohnhhen ot 
vz kg rfa kuce ahu 'ouen ka ubumr tuv vz hf 'ohheku ,uagk ah vag ,umn kct /vzc

oa

• Why are the Avot more ‘suited’ to the positive mitzvot than the negative?

• Can a person ever ‘volunteer’ for a negative mitzvah?  Does this have any meaning?

• Did Ya’akov keep the mitzvah of gid hanashe?  If so, how would that fit with this answer?  What about Amram marrying his

aunt?

18. vnhka vban hfv tfht ihauses c"px ubhbpka ,ujxub kfc esesk ah /vkuf vru,v kf ubhct ovrct ohhevag

a tkt gnan tk //// vb,hb tka sg vru,v kf ovrctvagkf wohhew crs tbahk kct ohhagv ubhhvu ,umnv kf 
vru,v ka ihutkt hnb gnan vru,v

 :jf tnuh ,fxn ,usdt haushj t"arvn

19.kusd tuv uhbust iumr ubunncu upudc vaugu ohhenv hf 'vtrhvn vkusd vcvtva unf 'vag, tk ,umnn vkusd vag ,umn
wvag, tk hjsu vag h,tws urnt lfku 'uhbhgc grv ,uagn rnabvn

 j:f ,una i"cnr

20./vag ,umn er 'unmgn cuhjk iht vag, tk ,uumn hf ',uhjt wc cegh tab vnk kkf ogy i,hk lhrm iht t,avu

kfk gush vag, tk ihcu vag ihc aha eukhjvu /vag, tku vag ihc 'vkuf vru,v kf rnaa tuv sckc ovrctu
vumnv rxj vhvh vagh tk ot - vc chhj,n tka cd kg ;t 'ihbe thva hbpn vagn ihbe tuv vag ,uumn hf 'khfan
'rcs oua vbue ubhtu vagh tku caha er 'vagnv ihbe vumnv ihta - vag, tk ,uumn kct /vagn ihbe thva
/lrc,h utruc iumr rcug ubht - v"cev rxt tka inz kfu 'uhkg rxta lrc,h trucv iumr rucgh tka vumnv rehgu
//// /vru,v u,ut rxt tka rcsc unmg ruxtk ihta 't,ughrd tuv uhkg vuuymb tka vag, tk ohhen ot h,gs hpku
wc taba er ',uumnv kf kt kduxn cegh oda jfun 'wh,nhhe ,uumn d"hr,w cegh rnta arsnc tmnba vn kct

asuev jur hp kg ,uhjt

 h:un ,hatrc vhrt rud

• In the end, which Avot kept all the mitzvot and which only positive? 
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B4] ‘Technical’ answers

21.'uk uhv ,ur,un urhhdu o"ufgc urpfa ukhptu kkf vujt ovk iht o"ufgv hrva !kkf vkta vbhta k"b yapv hpk

 k"hhes,uruhd ,uhjt h,a tahk ostv r,un vru,v insh,a h,taba lrct tk hbt cegh rnt ibhrnts tvu //// 
vmr tk lfhpku vru,v in ruxtk vnusv rcsvn ejr,vk tuv ,ushxj n"n o,ut ruxtk vru, vsh,ga ,uhjt

 lrck

 umr, inhx c ekj z"csr ,"ua

22.wc jek lhtu vru,v kf ohhe tn,xn cegh od f"ts ihaen h,gna /vru,v kf ovrct ohhe /cp ihaushe ;uxc ib,

,xhp, ihbg kkf whv tk vru, i,n osueu urxtb ihaushe h"g er ,uhjt wc tvs !oukf e"k s"gk kct ?,uhjt
tnkgc sujh tuv tkt b"ck vz ihbe lhha tks vatvc ihbeu ihaushe ,xhp, ihsn ubht jb hbck t"t ruxhts /ihaushe

 umrha z"f vzn vz lkhku srpvk ihkufh ifku ihbe oua tkc

y inhx s ekj rzgv ict van ,urdt ,"ua

• How do the answers of the Radvaz and Rav Moshe Feinstein impact on the issue of whether the Avot were ‘Jewish’?

• How do these more ‘technical’ answers compare with the more ‘foundational’ hashkafic approaches we have seen so far?

Which do you prefer?

B5] Selected mitzvot according to ruach kakodesh

23.vn asev jurc vgusha hp kg ;t vru,v kg uuymb tka rjtn hf k"hu /ivhhjc ,uhjt h,a tab lthv cegh odu ////

tck sh,gk ohehsm ka vsugxca ohjxp hcrgc ibhrnts tvu /ihjhbn uhv ihmur uhva vnu ihnhhen uhv ihmur uhva
/vag iduvf tkas tnkt ivhhjc ,uhjt h,a h,taba hbpn lrct tk rnut tuvu ceghk lrck vfrc ka xuf ohb,ub
vmur vhv tka hpk abug ,me tfhts cd kg ;t itab v"ptu rcsc abug ,me tfht vru, vsh,gu khtuv n"ns k"t
rag ohbav kf vsck shkuvk vkufh v,hv tk ivn ,jt odu i,unf ,uhbesm rusc tmn tku ,uhbesmv in tkt

ohyca

 kfu vws vk:zk ,hatrc ,upxu,v hkgcn ohbez ,gs

• What does this say about the ‘binding’ or ‘concrete’ nature of Torah before Sinai?

24.ihg ohkgv ,uhjtv h,a htuahbc u,jkmvc ahdrvaf cegh rnt,a unf ovk vjkmvv rcs ,kgu, ohtur uhva ouenc kct
uhva rntb ot od vnu 'vru, vb,b tka sug kf vbnhheh tk ot abug uk ihta iuhf tuvv vumnv ouhen lanbv juhrn
hsuxh ,ufkvc o"cnr c,fa vnk vnus vz rcsu 'if ,uagk ovk rnt wvu uhv ohthcb ,uctv hf ruchsv hp kg ohaug
inth od wudu knrfv rvc uvhktf uk ihgnua vga hpk vru,v hruxhtn ruxht kg rucgk rnta thcb hf (y"p) vru,v
ovk vhv tka inzc od vnu ',uhjt wc ruxht regha tk vga hpk ,uhjt wc tahk kufha u,tucb hp kg vagn vaga cegh

 rn, ,jek varuv ltkn hsh kg vsuvh od 'rfzbf unhheh ot ,kgu,v ,crev tkt rcsv kg abug
 d:yn ,hatrc ohhjv rut

C] How could the Avot know Torah before Sinai?

25.uzu //// /ohkg,nu ohrvy,nu ohffszn ov /// okuf ,unkugv lf ',umnvu vru,v exg h"g lfsznu vkug ost ka upud kfa oafu

vnvcv in p"g k"zrsa unf /v,bh,b osue vru,v ,t unhhea /ohbuatrv ohehsmv kfu ,uctv ka o,sucg ihbg kf od v,hv

 ///// vru,v kf ,t t"t ohhe (:jf tnuh) urntu /vru, jb snka itfn urntu wud vruvyvihsv smn lf ohaugu ohuumn uhva tk/

,jtn ,men ;t ,ubaku rucgk ovk jrfvv o,nab ara ihbg hpka udhava ;t o,davu o,gs kg u"j ohshngn uhv tk f"ts

ohbue,v okfa rvyc o,dav smn er /u"j u,sus taub orng vhv tku ,uhjt wc taub v"gt cegh vhv tku /wv ,umn kfn

tk ot ovc unrdha u"j vxhrvu icrujvu ohkusdv ohndpvu /ohbu,j,u ohbuhkgv ,ujfu ,unkugvc vumn kfc ohagbv ohtrubv

uara jf ovn vzht /vhju vnvc kf ka iuhkgv aravu jfv dhavu vtr hf vruvyv vnvcv in teus chrev jb ifu /ounhheh

//// vmrh tk hf w,h uhbpk vchrevk vc rjc tku t"xvu vtnuyv smn vapb jf ovn vzhtu /vchrevu vausev smn

ukt ,uhjt h,av tah ot ohbuhkgv ,unkugu ,ujfc ohkusd ohbue, ourdh u,nab arua hpka v"g ubhct cegh dhavaf ifk

u,sus scfuh taba orngc ihbgv ifu /uk utabha odhavk ,usucgu ,ughdh vnf gdh /ktrah ,hc ,t ivh,a ubch vnvu /vtku kjr

ohrnu irvt van vbnn utmha

tf erp t rga ohhjv apb

• What does this tell us about ‘Torah’ before Sinai?  Was it ‘crystallized?
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• What other mitzvot were practiced before Sinai in a ‘non-crystallized form’?

• Do what extent are we able to inject an element of self-expression and flexibility into our Torah observance today?  Consider

the role of chumrah and minhag (we’ll deal with both of these in future shiurim)

• A longer extract from the Nefesh HaChayim is included in the Appendix at the end of the source sheet - worth reading!  

26.ohhea 'kank 'rnuk t"t hrva 'teuus "kf" gnanc ubht "vkuf vru,v kf t"t ohhe" iuakva 'k"m ljrf kgcu

osue vkhn ,umn ohhek ubhct ovrct kufh tka 'rnuk k"b sugu /vnusfu 'ekng ,hhjn ut keav ,hmjn ,uumn
iuhfn 'ubhcu tuv lurc ausev ihc ",hrc ,utk" f"jt ,uaghvk vkufh v,hv tk 'v,ut ohhen whv otca 'vb,hba
ka ubumr u"j kycn ubhct ovrct whv vz hsh kgu /,hrc ,ut sug vbbht f"t ',hrcv ,rfba osue v,ut ohhe rcfa

 /tuv lurc ausev

 zm, sung db inhx c ekj at hshra ,"ua

27. ovrctc ch,f hrvu vru,v vb,b tk uhafg sguh,uru,u h,uej h,umn h,rnan rnahu hkuec ovrct gna rat ceg

 rntba vru, ihgcub uhvu ohn ka ohsf hbaf uh,uhkf h,a uagb rnut h"car ?vru,v ,t ovrct snk ifhvnu;t
h,uhkf hburxh ,ukhk(zy ohkv,)  rnt huk wr vru,v ,t snk unmgn rntba (sh hkan)aht uhkgnu ck dux gcah uhfrsn 

 cuy

 th inhx adhu ,arp (taru) tnujb, arsn

• What is the machloket here?

• What were Avraham’s ‘sources’ in Torah and what does this say about his relationship with it?

• Does it in any way impact on OUR relationship with Torah today? 

• Do ‘sechel’ and ‘ruach hakodesh’ play any role in our connection with Torah today? 

28.,uhkf ogyu2ohr,xb ova ,uhkfv unf ohr,xk hubf  

 h:z ohkv, trzg ict

29. in,s ibcr oac vhfrc hcr 'tuv ifhv ejmhu 'uhrgb kt ovrct cahuvru, ubnn sunkk oa kmt ujka 

ub varp trhu ,arp (tbkhu) vcr ,hatrc

30.vrucdv hpn vsnk rat /iuatrv ostn kcea lubjn kcea jbn kcea oan vru,v ukce ,uctv hf tuv hbhgc iufbvu
(u"y wc khgk) euxpc h,arhpa unfu isg id sucgk uvum v,ugmntcau (t yme t"j rvz) 'ostk rnthu wudu vtr zt ch,fs
in eujru vagh ot rfak cure vru,v rta kct drvh ovhkg rucgh ota ,umn wz kg tkt vuymb tk lt /vrnaku vscgk
uk iht utk otu rfa kuyh ostv o,ut vagh ota ,umn aha vru,v ,bh,b rjt od ubk aha lrsfu 'ohheh tk ot sxpvv
iuhkg rautc oeaju wvc o,uchcj smk ,uctvu ',umn wzn .uj vru,v kfc ost ohvkt trc ouhn vhv if unf ovhkg abug
,tu ihkhac, hcurhg ukhpt ubhct ovrct ohhe (c jf tnuh) k"z urntu 'wudu gna rat ceg (wv u"f) urnutf kfv unhhe

 vru,v exgu ,uumnv ,kgu, jhurvk uh,j, ohev uhbc
 d euxp yn erp ,hatrc ohhjv rut

D] A brief glance at  different levels of ‘pshat’ 3

31. (v) hkuec ovrct gna rat ceg - :hkuec ,gna rat ceg w,fs vshegv kgh,rnan runahu - vc w,fs vkhn iudf
runa, h,hrc ,t v,tu  : h,umn -ohvkt u,ut vuhm ratf w,fs ohnh vbuna ,umn iudf : h,uru,u h,ueuj -rehg hpk

uasj,ba tkt vru, i,n osue ihdvub uhv okf 'ohjrut ,xbfvu ihbhsu sunhju ,uhrgu kzd iudf ,urfhbv ,umnv kf uyuap
:inhhek ,hrc u,rfu ktrahk [u]arp,bu

v:uf ,hatrc o"car

• Do the pesukim say that Avraham kept the whole Torah?

2. For an in depth analysis of the understanding of the role of the kidneys in Jewish thought see

http://hods.org/pdf/The%20Question%20of%20the%20Kidneys%20Counsel.pdf

3. There are many pshat approaches as to how to understand the verse of ‘ekev’ - see also Chizkuni, Ibn Ezra, Raedak and more -

http://www.tanach.org/breishit/toldot/toldots2.htm 
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32. uhkg ihkgn ubnhv vjub ,uhrcv juru vbuntc i,ubu tauba hn kfavkuf vru,v kf ,t ohhe uktf 

 t varp gxhus t,fxn - jkac ktgnah hcrs t,khfn

•Is the idea that Avraham kept the whole Torah halachic or aggadic? What does/could ‘keeping the whole Torah’ mean? 

EXTRA SOURCES

E] The 7 Mitzvot and Sinai

33.kgu 'kzdv kgu ',uhrg hukhd kgu 'ohns ,ufhpa kgu 'oav ,frc kgu 'z"g kg :iuatrv ost vuuymb ohrcs vaa kg

/vuymb ukt kga vtrh vru, hrcs kkfn 'ivk vyub ,gsvu 'ubhcr vann ubhshc vkce iv ikufa hp kg ;t 'ohbhsv
sg okugv kfc rcsv vhv ifu /,umn gca utmnb 'ukft, tk uns uapbc rac lt rntba hjv in rct jbk ;hxuv

 tc 'ovrctvkhnc ukt kg r,h vuymbu ovrct,rjt vkp, ;hxuvu ragn ahrpv ejmhu ',hrja kkp,v tuvu '
ubhcr van tca sg ',urh,h ,umnc orng vuymb ohrmncu ',hcrg kkp,vu vabv shd ;hxuv ceghu 'ouhv ,ubpk

 ush kg vru, vnkabu

wt vfkv y erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

Background information to source 34:  The Mishna is dealing with the question of whether the prohibition of eating the gid

hanashe [sciatic nerve] applies only to kosher animals or also to non-kosher  

34.shd rxtb cegh hbcn tkvu :vsuvh wr rnt /vtnyc ;t :rnut vsuvh hcr /vtnyc dvub ubhtu vruvyc dvub /whb,n

 unuenc c,fba tkt 'rntb hbhxc :uk urnt !ivk ,r,un vtny vnvc ihhsgu 'vabv

:e ihkuj

35.uk urnt -  rntb hbhxc uhkg urhvzva vz euxphbhxc rntba rjtk unuenc c,fba tkt urvzuv tk hbhx sgurshxu c,fu 
shd ukfth tka if hrjt ktrah hbc urvzuv if kg vagnv kg vzv trenv c,f vru,v ,t van

oa h"ar

• Did the mitzva of gid hanashe apply before Sinai?  

36.v,ta 'tuvu 'rxtb hbhxn ornt tuvu uz vbanc tcunv vzv kusdv kkfk lck ohau /vsuvh wrf vfkv ihtu ////  [u]

tk 'van hsh kg wv huum hbpn tkt ,tz ohaug ubt iht ouhv u,ut ohaug ut ubnn ohrvzb ubta vn kfa ,gsk lhrm
in rct jb hbc kg rxt wva hbpn tk hjv in rct ohkfut ubt iht 'lfk tndus 'uvunsea ohthcbk lfc vum wva hbpn
ohkn ubt iht ifu /ruxt hjv in rct rtaha hbhxc vuuymba vnc hjv in rct ubhkg rxt vana hbpn tkt 'hjv
ifu 'oukav uhkg ovrct kna unf kunvk van hsh kg ubum wva hbpn tkt 'u,hc habtu unmg ,t kn ovrcta kkdc
akau ,utn aa ornt vtr, tkv 'ubhcr van huum tkt ubhct cegh ruxt hrjt uc ohfanb ubt iht vabv shd

,umnv kkfn vkt kfu 'hbhxc vank uk urntb ,umn vrag

 u vban z erp ihkuj ,fxn o"cnrk vbanv aurhp

• According to the Rambam, did Ya’akov and his family eat from the gid nashe? (note also source 33 above) 

• Why is it so important to the Rambam that we keep the mitzvot because of Sinai and NOT because of the Avot?  (Consider the

nature of the nevuah of the Avot)

37 rntba 'vbnak kunhb iht - vshk vtny unt ihta kfu 'vbunak kunhb - vshk vtny unta kf :hxt hcr rntvat

u,krg rac kunh hbhnav ouhcu wudu vtnyu rfz vskhu ghrz, hfunt ihta 'ujhfuh ohbuatrv ,urus :hhct vhk rnt /
vfkv vasj,bu vru, vb,b :vhk rnt - !vbnak kunhbu - vshk vtny 

/vke ,ca

38. rntba 'ohcurev kg kct,vk vag ,umnwv hbhgc cyhhv ouhv ,tyj h,kftuouhc tkt vru,v in ,ukhct ihtu '

 vru,c rntba hp kg ;t 'vru, ihs ubht ohnh vgcav rta kct 'vrucev ouhu v,hnv ouh tuva sckc iuatraghu
ohnh ,gca kct uhctk vfkv vasj,bu vru, vb,hbhnh ,gcau ,ukct hnh ,gca ktrahk ovk ie, ubhcr vanu 

 /v,anv

t vfkv t erp kct ,ufkv o"cnr
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39. vru, i,n osuen ihshnk ihts hban hnkaurhc
 t sung f ;s iye sgun ,fxn ,upxu,

Who’s Who?

Rashi 11C France
Rambam 12C Egypt
Ibn Ezra Rav Avraham ben Meir 12C Spain, France, England
Rashbam Rav Shmuel ben Meir (grandson of Rashi), 12C France
Tosafot 12-13 C France and Germany
Ramban Rav Moshe ben Nachman, 13C Spain             Seridei Aish
Radvaz Rav David ben Shlomo ibn Zimra - 15C Spain/16C Egypt 
Rema Rav Moshe Isserlis, 16C Poland
Gur Ariyeh Maharal, 16C Prague
Maharsha Rav Shmuel Edels - 16-17C Poland
Nefesh Hachaim Rav Chaim Volozhiner, 18-19C Lithuania
Seridei Aish Rav Ya’akov Yechiel Weinberg, 20C Germany, Switzerland
Iggrot Moshe Rav Moshe Feinstein, 20C Russia/America

                                   

        Rav Moshe Feinstein

APPENDIX: NEFESH HACHAIM 1:21-22
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