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dxezd zexewn

`xfr cr dynn :oey`x ziaa dxeqnd - 10

A] THE PROCESS OF MESORAH AS TRANSMISSION
1

                      

1.///// vkusdv ,xbf habtk vurxn ohthcbu ohthcbk ohbezu ohbezk gauvhu gauvhk vrxnu hbhxn vru, kce van
t:t ,uct

2. ohbezk gauvhu gauvhk vrxnu hbhxn vru, kce vanohthcbk ohypuau ohypuak ohbezuhdj /hftknku vhrfzku hdjk ohthcbu 
 ////// vkusdv ,xbf habtk urxn hftknu vhrfz

 t erp c tjxub i,b hcrs ,uct

• What was the material transmitted as part of this Mesorah?

(i) Halacha Received from Sinai; (ii) Halachot derived from derashot made by the Sanhedrin in each generation which are passed down

(subject to revision by a future Sanhedrin); (iii) Rabbinic Legislation made by the Sanhedrin in each generation which is passed down

(subject to revision by a future Sanhedrin)

• See Appendix 1 for ONE line of transmission from Sinai.  

• See Appendix 2 for the line of Mesorah listed by the Rambam in Mishne Torah

  

3.uxbfb /van ktnak cahu irvt ek,xb /uerhp van uk vbau irvt xbfb 'vrucdv hpn snk van ?vban rsx smhf 'ibcr ub,
van ivk vbau ogv kf uxbfb 'ohbez uek,xb 'ierhp van ivk vbau ohbez uxbfb ///////// uhbc uek,xb 'ierhp van ivk vbau uhbc
/uerhp irvt ivk vbau 'van ek,xb /sjt ogv kf shcu 'ohba ohbezv shcu 'vaka uhbc shc 'vgcrt irvt shc utmnb /ierhp
ost chhj :rzghkt hcr rnt itfn /vgcrt kfv shc tmnb /ierhp ohbez ivk uba 'uhbc uek,xb /ierhp uhbc ivk uba irvt ek,xb

ohngp vgcrt ushnk,k ,ubak
:sb ihcurhg

• In what way does this source address the concern of ‘broken telephone’ (‘chinese whispers’ if you’re English!)

• What does vban literally mean?  

• What is the meaning of ubbalhbck o, ?

B]  THE END OF MOSHE’S LIFE

4. r«  nt!k ,t«­Z $v v¬&rIT $v), *t r²!t!C v º*J«n kh 0́tIv c·&tIn . *ŕ *t 3C i­!S 3r$H $v r *c¬!g 3C
v:t ohrcs

5.

             

1. Note - there are other 'modes’ of Mesorah - see future MHT shiurim
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 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

6.

        

        
 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

C]  THE TRANSITION TO YEHOSHUA, OTNIEL AND SHMUEL

7.:k *v«t &v QIT 0n Jh 0n&h t«k r $g$b iUb i 0C $g 8JIv3h I, 3r &J 3nU v*b9j $N $v k *t c &J 3u Uv!g !r k *t Jh 0t r!C $s3h r *J9t $F oh0b &P k *t oh0b &P v *J«n k *t =v r *C 0s 3u
 th:dk ,una

 

8.o &nIh IC &,h 0d &v 3u Wh 0P 0n v*Z $v v &rIT $v r *p !x JUn&h t«k ///////// :r«nt!k v *J«n , !r &J 3n iUb i 0C $g 8JIv3h k *t =v r *nt«H $u =v s *c*g v *J«n ,In h !r9j $t h 0v3h $u
 kh 0F 3G $T z &t 3u W *f &r 3S , *t $jh0k 3m $T z &t h 0F IC cU,&F $v k&f 3F ,IG9g$k r«n 3J 0T i $g $n3k v&k3h$k&u

j't:t gauvh

• Was Yehoshua a Navi and if so how did his nevuah differ from that of Moshe?

9. vrhtnv thrkepxtc kf,xb ubhcr van 'vrhtn vbhta thrkepxtc ukf,xb ohthcbv kf
:yn ,unch

• What is the difference between these two visions?

10. uh·�k �g ­W 
s«u 
v �n v¬�T �,�b 
u(f:zf rcsnc) tku - kfvk hut /vbck hbpf gauvh hbp 'vnj hbpf van hbp :urnt rusv u,utca ohbez /lsuv 
 !vnhkf v,utk vk hut !vauc v,utko"car)kufh tku vanf lknu thcb vhv gauvh hrva lf kf sucfv ygn,b ygun inzca - 

(usucfk ghdvk
 /vg tr,c tcc

• What is the underlying message of this Midrash?

• What are the main differences between the sun and moon? How are Chazal using this image to communicate the main differences

between Moshe’s Torah and Yehoshua’s?  

• For more mekorot dealing with the essential nature of Moshe’s nevuah, see Appendix 3
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11.oukf 'hcr :uk rnt !lk aha ,uehpx kf hbnn kta :gauvhk uk rnt 'isg idk ubhcr van rypba vgac :cr rnt vsuvh cr rnt
 hc ,c,f lf tk ?rjt ouenk h,fkvu ,jt vga lh,jbv(th:dk ,una) ?k �v 
« t �v Q«u ¬T �n Jh­�n�h t¬«k r �gº�b ÆiUb!i �C �g³$J«uv 
h «u ¹, 
r �̧J 
nUaa, shn 

:v"cev uk rnt /udrvk ktrah kf usngu ',uehpx ,utn gca uk uskubu ',ufkv ,utn aka ubnn ujf,abu 'gauvh ka ujfrnuk 
rapt ht lk!vnjknc isruyu lk '

/zy vrun,

12. :k"t !kta gauvhk uk urnt /van ka ukct hnhc ujf,ab ,ufkv ohpkt ,aka(ch:k ohrcs) tu·�v o �h­�n �( �c t¬«kktunak uk urnt /
 :ovk rnt !kta(sk:zf trehu)  ,À«u 
m �N �v v�K´�t -v,gn rcs asjk htar thcbv ihta

/zy vrun,

13. ohrpux heusesu ,uua ,urhzdu 'ihrunju ihke ,utn gcau ;kt :tb, ih,hb,ncujf,ab:uvct hcr rnt /van ka ukct hnhc 
 rntba 'ukupkp lu,n zbe ic kthb,g irhzjv f"pgt (zh:uy gauvh)v 
�( �t
k «u ­T �c v¬�x 
f �g!, �t «u²k!i �T �H �u c·�k�f h´�j4t z­�b 
e!i �C k¬�th �b 
, �g V²�s 
F
k�H
�u

/zy vrun,

• What are the people constantly trying to do in these Midrashim and what is the response to them?

• Are the Jewish people ‘ready’ for a life without Moshe’s nevuah? 

• How were people keeping mitzvot in the early days of Bayit Rishon and before? See Appendix 4 for some interesting mekorot on this. 

APPENDIX 1

ONE CHAIN OF MESORAH FROM SINAI

The Early Links in the Chain (1313-c1000 BCE)

1. Moshe (Matan Torah – 1313 BCE)

2. Yehoshua

3. Pinchas

4. Eli

The Nevi'im (c1000-c400 BCE)

5. Shmuel HaNavi

6. Dovid

7. Achiyah HaShiloni

8. Eliyahu HaNavi

9. Elisha

10. Yehodaya

11. Zechariah

12. Hoshea

13. Amos

14. Yeshaya

15. Micha

16. Yoel

17. Nachum

18. Chabakuk

19. Tzefaniah

20. Yirmiyah (Churban Bayis Rishon – 422 BCE)

21. Baruch ben Neriah

22. Ezra
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The Tana'im (c400 BCE-c200 CE)

23. Shimon HaTzadik

24. Antignos Ish Socho

25. Yossi ben Yo'ezer Ish Tzreidah & Yossi ben Yochanan Ish Yerushalayim

26. Yehoshua ben Perachiah & Netai HaArbe'eili

27. Yehudah ben Tabai & Shimon ben Shetach

28. Shemaya & Avtalyon

29. Hillel

30. Raban Yochanan ben Zachai (Churban Bayis Sheini – 68 CE)

31. R' Eliezer & R' Yehoshua

32. R' Akiva

33. R' Shimon ben Yochai

34. R' Yehuda HaNasi

The Amora'im (c200-c450 CE) 

35. Rav & Shmuel

36. R' Yehuda

37. Rabbah

38. Rava

39. R' Nachman bar Yitzchak

40. R' Chama of Nahardei'ah

41. R' Zavid (The next 8 Individuals were the Reishei Mesivtah in Pumbedisah at the time that R' Ashi was the the Reish Mesivtah in Masa Mechasyah / Surah)

42. R' Dimi of Nahardei'ah

43. Rafram

R' Kahanah

45. R' Acha brei D'Rava

46. R' Geviyah of Bei Ksil

47. Rafram II

48. R' Rechumi

49. R' Sama

The Savora'im (c450-c550 CE)

50. R' Yossi

51. R’ Simonah

52. R' Revai of Rov

53. R' Giza & R' Sama of Peroz Shevur

The Gaonim – The Reishei Mesivtah of Pumbedisah During the Geonic Era 
(c 550-c1000 CE)*

54. R' Mari Sargo ben R' Dimi (The first Gaon, He started in Proz Shevor, and was then Gaon in Pumbedisah after R' Chanan of Ashakyah)

55. R' Chana

56. R' Rava

57. R' Busai (R' Bustanai)

58. R' Huna Mari ben R' Yosef

59. R' Chiya of Meishan

60. R' Ravya

61. R' Natronai ben R' Nechemia

62. R' Yehuda

63. R' Yosef

64. R' Shmuel ben R' Mari

65. R' Natronai Kahana ben R' Amona

66. R' Avraham Kahana

67. R’ Dudai ben R' Nachman

68. R' Chanina ben R' Mesharshiyah

R' Malka ben R' Mar Acha

44.

69.
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70. R' Rava ben R' Dudai

71. R Shinoi

72. R' Chaninah Kahanah ben R' Avraham Gaon

73. R' Huna HaLevi ben R' Yitzchak HaLevi

74. R' Menashi ben R' Yosef

75. R' Yeshaya HaLevi ben R' Abba

76. R' Yosef ben R' Shila of Shalchi

77. R' Kahana ben R' Chanina Gaon

78. R' Avyumi ben R' Avraham Gaon

79. R' Yosef ben R' Abba

80. R' Avraham ben R' Sherira

81. R' Yosef ben R' Chiya

82. R' Yitzchak ben R' Chaninah

83. R' Yosef ben R' Rabi

84. R' Paltoi ben R' Abaye

85. R' Achai ben R' Mar Rav

86. R' Menachem ben  Mar R' Yosef ben R' Chiya

87. R' Matisya ben R' Rabi

88. R' Abba ben R' Ami

89. R' Tzemach ben Paltoi Gaon

90. R' Hai ben R' Dovid (In his days, the yeshivah moved from Pumbedisah to Bagdad)

91. R' Kimoy ben R' Achai Gaon

92. R' Yehuda ben R' Shmuel

93. R' Mevaser Kahanah ben R' Kimoy Gaon

94. R' Cohen Tzedek Kahana ben R' Yosef

95. R' Tzemach ben R' Kafnai

R' Chanina ben R' Yehudah Gaon

97. R' Aharon ben R' Yosef

98. R' Nechemia bar Mar R' Cohen Tzedek

99. R' Sherira ben R' Chaninah Gaon

100. R' Hai ben R' Sherira Gaon

* see Note 2 at the end of the list

The Rishonim (c1000 - 1500 CE)

101. Rabbeinu Gershom Me'or HaGolah (His primary teacher was R' Yehudah ben Meir Lionton, but he also learned by R' Hai in Bavel)

102. R' Yaakov ben R' Yakar (Rashi's primary teacher)

103. R' Shlomo Yitzchaki (Rashi)

104. R' Yitzchak ben Asher (Riva) 

105. R' Elazar ben R' Nassan (Ravan)

106. R' Eliezer ben R' Yoel HaLeivi (Ravya)

107. R' Yitzchak of Vienna (The Ohr Zarua)

108. R' Meir ben R' Boruch of Rotenberg (Maharam Rotenberg)

109. R' Asher ben R' Yechiel (Rosh)

110. R' Yaakov ben HaRosh (The Baal HaTurim)

111. R' Yisrael of Krems (Author of HaGahos HaOshri)

112. R' Shalom ben R' Yitzchak Zekel of Neushtat

113. R' Yaakov [Levi] Molin (Maharil)

114. R' Yaakov Vayl

115. R' Yona of Regensburg / R' Yisrael Bruna / R' Moshe and R' Yehuda Mintz

116. R' Yaakov Margolis

117. R' Yaakov Pollack (The Father of the Yeshivos of Poland)

118. R' Shalom Shachne

119. R' Moshe Isserles (Rama)

120. R Shlomo Luria (Maharshal; His primary teacher was his grandfather – R' Yitzchak Kliber)

96.
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The Achronim (c1500- present day)

121. R' Yaakov ben R' Ephrayim Naftali of Lublin

122. The Rebbe R' Heschel of Cracow

123. R' Shabsai Cohen (Shach)

124. R' Moshe Rivkish (Be'er HaGolah) (He and the Shach lived in Vilna at the same time, and both of them 

fled from there during the Cossack invasion of 1655)

125. R' Pesachiah (Son)

126. R' Eliyahu Kramer (Son-in-Law)

127. R' Yissachar Ber (Son)

128. R' Shlomo Zalman (Son)

129. R' Eliyahu – the Gaon of Vilna (Son)

130. R' Chaim of Volozhin (Student)

131. R' Yitzchak of Volozhin (Son)

132. R' Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin (Netziv) (Son-in-Law)

133. R' Rafael Shapira (Son-in-Law)

134. R' Chaim Soleveitchik of Brisk (Son-in-Law)

135. R' Boruch Ber Leibowitz (Student)

136. R' Nochum Partzovitz (Student) 

137. R' Yitzchak Berkowits (Student)

138. R’ Anthony Manning (Student)

139. YOU

140. ???????????????????

 
Notes and Sources

1. The first 40 generations were primarily taken from the Rambam's list in the Introduction to Mishneh Torah. Later Amoraim listed the Reishi Mesivtah of

Pumbedisa in order to be able to follow the chain of Pumbedisah straight through the Geonic Era until the era of the Rishonim. The names of these later

Amoraim, as well as of the Savoraim and all the Geonim of Pumbedisa were taken from Artscroll's "From Yavneh to Pumbedisa" which is in turn largely

based on the Igeret of R' Sherira Gaon (who, as Gaon of Pumbedisah, had full access to the Yeshivah's records). The remaining part of this list was put

together from different works on Jewish History.

2. Although this list has 138 entries to date, the actual number of generations since Har Sinai is significantly less. This is because the list of the later

Amoraim, as well as the list of the Geonim, is a list of the Roshei Yeshivah in Pumbedisa. Many of these Roshei Yeshivah were students of the same teacher,

and thus all from the same generation. It follows that a list involving only one name per generation would be considerably shorter. 

3. In this context it is worthy to mention R' Akiva Tatz's reckoning of the amount of generations since the giving of the Torah. We are currently in 5775,

with Matan Torah having taken place in 2448. Accordingly, the giving of the Torah took place 3327 years ago. If we allow 40 years for each generation, it

follows that Matan Torah was only 83 generations ago. Consider that I was close to my great grandmother and learnt from her (she died when I was twenty

six.)  She was born in the 19C in Lithuania and old people she met as a small child may have met the Vilna Gaon (back 10 skips)! 
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APPENDIX 2

THE RAMBAM’S CHAIN OF MESORAH IN MISHNE TORAH

:iv uktu ,urus ohgcrt oukav uhkg ubhcr van sg hat crn tmnb

/tcrn hat cr (t

 /vcrn tcru (c

/tbuv crn vcru (d

 /ktunau cru ibjuh wrn tbuv cru (s 

/ausev ubhcrn ktunau cru ibjuh hcru (v

/uhct iugna hcrn ausev ubhcru (u

 /uhct kthknd icrn] iugna hcru (z

 uhct iugna icrn kthknd icru (j

 /uhct iezv kthknd icrn iugna icru (y

 /uhct iugna icrn iezv kthknd icru (h

 /htnau uhct kkvn iugna wru (th

 /iuhkyctu vhgnan htnau kkvu (ch

 /iugnau vsuvhn iuhkyctu vhgnau (dh

 /hkcrtv ht,bu vhjrp ic gauvhn iugnau vsuvhu (sh

 /ibjuh ic ;xuhu rzguh ic hxuhn ht,bu gauvhu (uy

 /xubdhybtn ibjuh ic ;xuhu rzguh ic hxuhu (zy

 /ehsmv iugnan xubdhybtu (zh

 /trzgn ehsmv iugnau (jh

 /lurcn trzgu (yh

 /vhnrhn lurcu (f

 /vhbpmn vhnrhu (tf

 /euecjn vhbpmu (cf

 /oujbn euecju (df

 /ktuhn oujbu (sf

 /vfhnn ktuhu (vf

 /vhgahn vfhnu (uf

 /xungn vhgahu (zf

 /gauvn xungu (jf

 /vhrfzn gauvu (yf

 /gshuvhn vhrfzu (k

 /gahktn gshuvhu (tk

 /uvhktn gahktu (ck

 /vhjtn uvhktu (dk

 /susn vhjtu (sk

 /ktunan susu (vk

 /hkgn ktunau (uk

 /xjbpn hkgu (zk

 /gauvhn xjbpu (jk

 /ubhcr vann gauvhu (yk

:ktrah hvkt wvn okufa tmnb /vrucdv hpn ubhcr vanu (n

o"cnrk vezjv shk vnsev

Revelation at Mt. Sinai – (1312 BCE) 

1. Moshe (1392-1272 BCE) 2. Yehoshua (1354-1244 BCE) 3. Pinchus 

4. Eli (929 BCE) 5. Shmuel (889 BCE) 6. David (876 BCE) 

7. Achiah (800 BCE) 8. Eliyahu (870-726 BCE) 9. Elishah (717 BCE) 

10. Yehoyada (695 BCE) 11. Zechariah (680 BCE) 12. Hoshea (575 BCE) 

13. Amos (560 BCE) 14. Isaiah (548 BCE) 15. Michah (560 BCE) 

16. Yoel (510 BCE) 17. Nachum (510 BCE) 18. Chavakuk (510 BCE) 

19. Tzafaniah (460 BCE) 20. Jeremiah (462 BCE) 21. Baruch (347 BCE) 

22. Ezra (348 BCE)



s�xc8                             dbhbn ovrct - 5775

APPENDIX 3

THE NEVUAH OF MOSHE RABBEINU

         

       

 ihrsvbx vban 'ekj �pk vnsev - o�cnr

ifku /u,kc vwg ubhcr vanu vnsnv jfv hsh kg ohtcbn ohthcbv ,uhv tuvu /sjt obhbg vktv ohkscv ws kfa vtur v,tu
kanc ohtur ova vn ohutr /// vtucbc hbuhnsv ojf ,sryk ohaujv kuycc tuv ovhbaa 'vrtnc ut oukjc o,tucb v,hv
vnsnv ,ukgp,v tkt ubhbg iht 'ohddun,nu ohkvcbu ohtrh ohthcbv ,uhv //// u,kugpu vnsnv jfv ihbg tuv vz //// vshju
////  /,g kfc ohbfun uhv tk hbuhnsv jfv ovh,uthcbc hgmntv ,uhv hbpn ohthcbv rta //// ukmt vkhvcnv vdav v,ut kuchec

     sjt tuv obhbg obntv ohrenv ,tpn ohjuek vktv ohkscvv vgcrt uhv ov vbv
vk:c ohfucb vrun kg kbcrct wp
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APPENDIX 4

MITZVOT DURING BAYIT RISHON

• It is not clear from the Tanach itself how the halachic system operated  in practice during the Bayit Rishon period and one would not

necessarily expect the Tanach to be clear on this point (it’s not a history book or a sefer about the development of halacha).   There is clear

evidence throughout the Tanach of Torah mitzvot being kept in different circumstances.   There are also many examples of events in Tanach

which appear to contradict the mitzvot and halacha.  Chazal examine these with a view to explaining their halachic operation (eg David and

Batsheva, Eliyahu at Har Carmel and many others) and explain the halachic principles in TsbP which underpin the relevant events.  

The following lists come from a shiur on this topic delivered at Yeshivat Har Etzion by Dr. Yoav Barzilay2

 

2. Delivered at the Yemei Iyun BaTanach 5772 (shiur 118)
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