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* Which ‘Torah' is this talking about?
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AJ] When was the WRITTEN TORAH given?
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* When was the Chumash received - according to R’ Yochanan; according to Reish Lakish?
* According to each of them what was received on Sinai?
* What are the different views of Rashi and Ramban on 131 1939 19230 and NIN% NINN
* What was the nature of Chumash during the 40 years in the desert according to each view - fixed? fluid? written? oral?

¢ At what point was there a final version of Chumash?
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* What is surprising about this verse? How would you answer the problem?
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* Which view is the Rambam following here?
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* What are the roots of the concept NMN2 IMNDY OTPIM PN in the debate from Gittin that we have just analyzed?

B] What was the nature of the Written Torah during the 40 years?
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* According to R’ Yishmael, what is the nature of the Torah that was given at Sinai?
* What does this disagreement tell us about their understandings of the Sinai?
* Which view would you expect us to follow? Which view would we normally follow in a halachic debate? Is this a halachic debate?
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* How does this debate on when the mitzvot were given impact on the issue of when the Torah was written?
* Which view does it seem from here that Rashi is taking on the machloket concerning when the Chumash was written?
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* Which view does Rashi on Chumash quote? RabbiYishmael or Rabbi Akiva?
* How do ‘Sinai’, ‘Ohel Moed’ and ‘Arvot Moav’ fit together with the actual books of the Chumash? Where in the Chumash are the most
mitzvot to be found?
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Mitzvot by Parshiot

Research and graphics by Yael Manning based on Sefer HaChinuch

C] Mitzvot that Moshe Did Not Know

* What are the 4 occasions on which Moshe did not know the halacha?
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* How does Moshe not knowing the halacha fit with with the different shittot in source 12?
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* Which shitta does the Maharal follow and how does he resolve the issue?

* Based on this, is there ANY opinion now that the entire Torah was given explicitly to Moshe at Sinai?
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Insofar as the sequence of the giving of the sections of the Torah, and identification of the places and the times of their
being transmitted requires painstaking analysis and much study, and many sections of the Gemara with back-and-forth
dispute are dedicated to the topic, such as the sections in Gittin 60a and Chagiga 6a, we have thought it worth-while to
present what we have concluded from our analysis of the topic:...

It is clear from the words of our Sages that all six hundred thirteen commandments were taught to Moshe on Mount Sinai
during those forty days, and the opinion of Rabbi Akiva, found in Chagiga 6, is that both general principles and details were
stated at Sinai, [and this is also the opinion of Rashi in his Commentary on the Torah at the beginning of Parshas Behar].
And in the second period of forty days, the Holy One Blessed is He returned to him the entire Torah, for it would not be
proper that he should retain anything from what he had learned during the initial period of forty days, for that Covenant
was broken. And also, Moshe was not commanded to write them yet, nor to transmit them to the People of Israel, except
for in the special cases of particular commandments that he was commanded to give over to the People of Israel.

But nevertheless, he was not commanded to write them, according to the one who says that the Torah was given as a
“complete aggregate” [Gittin 60a], and when the Mishkan was erected, the subjects that he had learned at Sinai were
reviewed with him, in the Ohel Moed. And there remains room to speculate as to whether all the six hundred thirteen
commandments were reviewed with him in the Ohel Moed at one time, or whether only those which the People of Israel
were being commanded at that time were reviewed with him.

And at the Plains of Moav the commandments were taught to him a third time, and the Divine Presence was, as it were,
speaking from the throat of Moshe. And this time he was commanded to write them down, in accordance with the

language that had been spoken to him in the case of each individual section at the time that he had been commanded to
transmit them to the People of Israel.

And among them were commandments that were written in the language in which he had relieved them at Sinai, and
commandments in the language in which they were said to him in the Ohel Moed, and some in the language of the Plains of
Moav. And there were some that had been repeated and some that were taught a third time, and all the writing was
“dictated, as it were, from the mouth of Hashem, through the hand of Moshe.”

And there were changes in the language in the case of some commandments that had been taught at Sinai and at the Ohel
Moed and at the Plains of Moav. That variation was to hint to us in its written form, the Torah was taught to Moshe at
Sinai in the form of “Torah she-b’al peh,” as our Rabbis have received the Tradition, to interpret the Torah according to its

words written in the short form and those written in the long form and those written with transformations of letters.

Chazon Ish Moed 125"

* How does the Chazon Ish answer differently?
* Make sure you understand the different opinions on 3 different stages in the creation of the Chumash:

* Why does any of this matter? Is it a debate on the historical issues? If not, what is it really about?2

Who's Who?

Rashi

Rambam 12C Spain/N Africa

Ramban 13C Spain

Gur Aryeh Maharal - R’ Yehudah Loew, 16C Prague
Chazon Ish R’ Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, 20C Russia/Israel

- when the Written Torah was communicated by God to Moshe
- when Moshe communicated it to the people
- when it was written down

11C France

Chazon Ish

1. Translation from Torah Lab - see http://www.torahlab.org/calendar/article/what_happened_at_sinai/
2. Formore insight into this Chazon Ish and the issue of the nature and structure of the Chumash generally, see the following series of shiurim from Mori VeRebbi
Rav Meir Triebitz - http://www.hashkafacircle.com/category/structure-of-torah/
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