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(14) THE EIGHTH IKAR - TORAH MIN HASHAMAYIM - PART 1
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The Eighth Ikar - Torah Min Hashamayim - comprises a number of key points:-

(i) The entire Torah ‘which we have in our hands today’ was communicated to Moshe who acted as a ‘scribe’ faithfully
recording that Torah. The precise mode of communication from G-d is beyond our understanding - we call it ‘speech’
but it was not really.

(ii) Every verse in the Torah is equal in its Divine origins, whether halachic or narrative in nature. This is opposed to
what others (specifically King Menashe) suggested - that there are central and peripheral aspects to the text and that the
narrative is less ‘authoritative’

(iii) Someone who says that any part of the Torah is not Divine but rather Moshe added it, is a heretic

(iv) So too the ‘Received Perush’ of the Torah is of Divine origin

N.B. It is clear from the Rambam in many other places - see Intro to the Mishna, hilchot Mamrim and other places’ that it
is NOT the case that the ENTIRE Oral Law came from Sinai. The Rambam divides the Oral Law into 5 categories :-

1. Traditions received from Sinai as to the halachic meaning of Torah verses

2. Halachot received from Sinai with no hint in the written Torah - Halacha LeMoshe Misinai

3. Halachot derived by the Rabbis through the Derashot - see later sheet

4. Rabbinic Gezeirot - rabbinic laws (often but not always negative in nature) to safeguard the Torah - eg Muktze

5. Rabbinic Takanot - rabbinic laws (often positive in nature) to introduce necessary societal innovation - eg Ketubah

Categories 1 and 2 above are from Sinai. The others are not.

1. refer also to my series of shiurim on the development of the Oral Law - www.rabbimanning.com/index.php/audio-shiurim/structure-of-halacha/

to download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com
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When was the Written Torah actually written? The Gemara gives two opinions - that the Torah was written in instalments
and was ‘redacted’ on G-d’s instruction from an oral origin or that the Torah was written at the end of the 40 years and
‘created’ at G-d’s instruction at the end of the 40 years’. No opinion holds that Moshe was given a Written Torah at Har

Sinai!
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Chazal state that Moshe wrote ‘his book’ including the parsha of Bilaam (even though Moshe was not involved in or
aware of it at the time.) There is also a debate as to who wrote the last 8 pesukim of the Torah. R. Yehudah rules that
Yehoshua wrote them. R. Shimon rules that they were written by Moshe but in a different way to the rest of the Torah.
Normally, G-d would dictate the word, Moshe would repeat it and then write it down. However, Moshe wrote the last 8

pesukim ‘in tears’. The mefarshim debate the meaning and implications of this expression.
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There is a debate in Chazal as to whether the original script of the Torah was the one we use today - Ktav Ashuri - or the

Caananite script - Ktav Ivri
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2. For a fascinating series of shiurim by Mori VeRebbi R” Meir Triebitz on the origins of the Written Torah based on this gemara in Gittin, see

www.hashkafacircle.com/shiurim/category/written-law/

to download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com




