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SHIUR 10 - HACHNASAT KALLAH
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A] THE TORAH MITZVAH
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The Rambam learns that the obligation of hachnasat kallah is derabbanan but nevertheless a kiyum of the mitzvah min
haTorah of ‘ve’ahavta lere’echa’

925 NI MIPIY NN TOND OTNRD D IWAN ) 119977 077X 77 20N (» ©1271) :NIT ONID ,NXINN 7292 NNHN 229 DN 2.
e 1PN OV PINTN NN TOND NON NN IO2N UN T7I9N 7729 (10127 SN

2 how
A alternative source of the mitzvah min haTorah is ‘vehalachta bedrachav’ - to be more G-d-like. As we saw in ahavat
re’im, the two mitzvot of ve’ahavta lere’acha and vehalachta bedrachav approach the same issues from two different
perspectives. But where did G-d do hachnasat kallah?
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G-d created Chava and brought her to Adam
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Chazal learned that G-d ‘prepared’ Chava as the first kallah
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Rashi learns that the wedding guests are emulating G-d by showering the couple with chesed. The beracha ‘shehakol
bara lichvodo’ is essentially made on this gathering of guests, but placed together with the other berachot on the cup of
wine just as in the berachot on the candle and spices for havdala
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The mitzvah of hanchnasat kallah (together with levayat hamet) has a rare and special status - we even cancel Talmud
Torah to ensure that the simcha is done properly
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The Bach clarifies that this applies not only to an ‘ordinary talmid chacham’ but even to a gadol hador!
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Eliyahu Hanavi received a prophecy that Queen Izevel would be eaten by the dogs after she died
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Izevel’s death was violent and she was indeed eaten by the dogs. Only her skull, feet and hands were left
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Chazal learnt that these parts of her body were saved because she used them to do the mitzvah of hachnasat kallah
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Rashi learns that the main mitzvah of hachnasat kallah that G-d did for Chava was the shidduch, as well as the wedding
itself. Making shidduchim is thus a part of the mitzvah of hachnasat kallah

C] 'ESCORTING' THE BRIDE
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Rashi learns that the actual mitzvah is to accompany the kallah from her father’s house to the chuppa
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There is a debate as to whether walking with the chatan to the bedeken is a fulfillment of the mitzvah. It seem that many
poskim require some kind of kavod to be given specifically to the entrance of the kallah!
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Part of this mitzvah is just being at the wedding. The Meiri here learns that that, halachically, there is no ‘adequate’
number for the wedding - the more guests the more honor and simcha
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When it comes to kavod hamet, the sources speak of a a limit on necessary attendance and thus a limit on who has to stop
learning to come out to the funeral. Not so a wedding. In terms of the number of people required to perform this mitzvah,
the Shita ]\?ekubetzet brings two views - (i) according to the honor due to the kallah; and (ii) that there is NO limit -
‘berov am’

Note also our discussion in Shiur 1 on the practical limits of Chesed - at the point that a person becomes ‘poor’ - in many
senses of the word. Of course the relative statuses of guest and host and their personal needs will weigh in heavily to
produce a different resolution in each individual case
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We learn from the mitzvah of bikkurim that one stands in front of someone who is about to perform a mitzvah - this is
brought as one of the sources for standing for the chatan and kallah

D] CREATING THE SIMCHA

Chazal also learnt that part of the mitzvah of hachnasat kallah is to make the kallah and chatan happy. Q - Why should
there be such a mitzvah when they are already so happy?
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The Torah itself makes clear that the first year of marriage is difficult and needs investment. Being mesameach the
couple give them the reassurance they need to start a married life together. The focus of simcha seems to be on the
kallah! (note in source 1 above that the Rambam refers to this as YN NI90 MOYY)
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In fact we see that the chatan is himself required to be focused on creating simcha for his kallah

(9373 PP PHLD - M'EY) O - DN 32T NN YN 27 DN 19.

Mo

PIYN ONONIND TN PRI NN 22 - INNDYN 1P ... 1N 22T D) .. ,NNYD 91nd DOV ¥ S5NNND ¥ 20.
N2IZN 2 NN TP IINIP TIA2 ;N2 NN OTR NI NN NNNWI YD NIYN

1P 0NN P9
The main focus of the wedding simcha is ‘words’ - praising the chatan and kallah

1. Indeed, some poskim have suggested that when there is a chatan in town, the entire town should not say tachanun since they are all obligated in
the simcha - see Yeshuot Yaakov Orach Chaim 131:10
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One should not go to a wedding and not be mesameach - this is linked with the ‘kol’ of simcha at the celebration. Some
poskim see this prohibition as a kind of ‘theft’ - the meal is provided ‘on condition’ that one participates in the simcha.
Others see that eating the meal creates a kind of ‘partnership’ in the simcha which requires one to join in the dancing
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Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai disagree on whether you can praise a bride for beauty which she does not have
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The mefarshim explain that Beit Shammai require one either to refrain from inaccurate praise or to find something else
that can be praised. Beit Hillel consider that this approach will NOT be construed as praise at all!
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The Ritva explains that the source of Beit Hillel is ‘mipnei hashalom’
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The halacha is like Beit Hillel
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The Gemara gives other examples of praise heaped on the kallah
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Gedolim used to dance in front of the kallah in unusual ways. Chazal were concerned as to whether there is a problem
here of them making fools of themselves
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The Rambam in hilchot Shabbat makes clear that there is no indignity in becoming personally involved in doing a
mitzvah. Nevertheless, the poskim warn against creating an atmosphere of excess - too much noise and drinking!
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Rav Wosner introduces a note of caution. In practice, striking a balance is essential - we do not empty all the yeshivot for
every wedding. Limiting numbers at weddings is important (i) to prevent bitul Torah, (ii) to avoid weddings becoming
too expensive and, (iii) to keep a focus on the halacha not to feel too much lightness and simcha in this world!
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The Shulchan Aruch rules a prohibition to ‘fill our mouths’ with joyous laughter in this world. The Taz rules that this
even applies to simchat shel mitzvah, such as a wedding
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The Shulchan Aruch permits having a live non-Jewish band at a wedding on Shabbat!
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The Mishna Berura explains that part of the underlying reason for the heter is that music is so critical at a wedding! (NB
the halachic issues could be different for electronic amplification. Also consider the impact of minhag Yerushalayim)
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The Magen Avraham brings an account from the Maharil (15C) where a chatan and kallah were told to marry in a
different town just so they could have music. Nevertheless, the poskim discuss the balance between having loud music to
create the simcha and concern for disturbance to neighbors at times when people are sleeping

E] HONORING THE CHATAN AND KALLAH
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The Chatan is also compared to a king and should be praised. Rav Moshe Sternbuch stresses that the purpose of the

mitzvah of simcha is to reinforce to the chatan and kallah how ‘chashuv’ they are and how seriously we take the mitzvah
of marriage and having children
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Weddings take priority over funerals - life over death. The Shach relates this to the imperative to build and populate the
world that G-d created

F] SHEVA BERACHOT
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The mitzvah of Sheva Berachot has its roots in the earliest period of Jewish history - even before Matan Torah

NNNYT RNON 125 INOY 0122 )00 072 (3 »v) DNIT RININT NN 1NN NNNY DY 'R OPT AN 9" "ON PRI "M 38.
NNNN I THD Y ¥ PYNI DM HID

NN N PI9 MAIND NO0N ¥W'KI
Some poskim see the first day of sheva berachot as min haTorah. Others suggest that the whole week has a din of simcha
min haTorah

G] WEDDING PRESENTS

PN.... 10N POYNN INOYT MPNY OXTON MM YN N19).D>TON MDA POYNN 7PV MTINN YIN INITI 1NN 1OV 39.
QMDD 91295 129 - “D) NNV NN NN JPNN
1999 1M 297 MAaN

Part of hachnasat kallah is providing for the financial needs of the new couple in setting up home
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that marrying off poor kallot is one of the highest form of tzeddakah
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We will sell a shul and even Sifrei Torah to raise money to marry off poor men and women - underpinning this is the
mitzvah of ‘leshevet yitzrah’
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The Navi Micha reduced the key elements of a Torah life to three main ideas, one of which is tzniut
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Chazal identified tzniut specifically with hachnasat kallah
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The requirement for tzniut in a wedding is both the way that people behave and the way that the wedding is prepared
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The halacha is concerned that the atmosphere of simcha should not slip into unacceptable levels of immorality
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One of the Amoraim would even lift up the kallah on his shoulders! Today we have the minhag to lift the chatan and
kallah on chairs - this gemara also seems to be one of the mekorot for the Chassidic ‘mitzvah-tanz’
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that in some cases closeness between men and women may be appropriate if the kavana is
entirely leshem shamayim. The Beit Shmuel brings as an example the mitzvah tanz and records that this minhag was
common in some places
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Others heavily criticize the minhag and assert that no one today has the kavanah leshem shamayim that we see with Rav
Acha in the Talmud

I] OTHER CHESED

Consider also other mitzvot of chesed at a wedding, particularly to support and look after the parents and family of the
couple, especially when they are not used to this kind of simcha




