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BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
SHIUR 10 - HACHNASAT KALLAH

d�ga, ;ruj - rsbk iufn

A] THE TORAH MITZVAH

1. ///// ovhrcs ka vag ,umnvkfv xhbfvku ///// i,jvu vkfv jnak ifu 'ovhfrm kfc osgxkuohsxj ,ukhnd iv uktu '
 kkfc iv hrv ovhrcsn ukt ,umn kfa p"gt 'rugha ovk ihta upudcalunf lgrk ,cvtuuagha vmur v,ta ohrcsv kf '

,umncu vru,c lhjtk i,ut v,t vag 'ohrjt lk o,ut
 t vfkv sh erp kct ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam learns that the obligation of hachnasat kallah is derabbanan but nevertheless a kiyum of the mitzvah min

haTorah of ‘ve’ahavta lere’echa’

2. :ch,fs htn 'tbhbj hcrc tnj hcr rntu(dh ohrcs) ufk, ofhvkt wv hrjtrcf tkvu ?!vbhfa rjt lkvk ostk uk rapt hfu ?
 :rntb(s ohrcs)tuv vkfut at lhvkt wv hf //// v"cev ka uh,usn rjt lkvk tkt !

/sh vyux

A alternative source of the mitzvah min haTorah is ‘vehalachta bedrachav’ - to be more G-d-like. As we saw in ahavat

re’im, the two mitzvot of ve’ahavta lere’acha and vehalachta bedrachav approach the same issues from two different

perspectives. But where did G-d do hachnasat kallah?

3.o"#s #t"#v$k %t #v­%t 'c(h )u v·#+ 't(k o­#s #t"#v$i 'n j ¬)e#k$r %J.t g²#k0M )v$, %t | oh 'e«k4t 5v Ái %cÁ'H )u
z�n-u u�n ,uumn - e�nx

G-d created Chava and brought her to Adam

4. rntba vkfc exg,ba v"cevc ubhmn ifa vkfc uexg,vu usng hbc ovk rntgkmv ,t ohvkt wv ichu (c"f wc ,hatrc)tuv 
rntba vkfc exg,b v"ceva ubhmn ifhvu /vnfu vnf ,jt kg ubt vkfc exg,bgkmv ,t ohvkt wv ichu   (c"f wc oa)/////

rntba ost kmt vthcvu vkff vyaeu vujk v"cev vbe,a itfn ostv kt vthchu 
s erp i,b hcrs ,uct

Chazal learned that G-d ‘prepared’ Chava as the first kallah

5. oa ohpxtbv ogv ,phxtk tkt rsxv in vbht wusucfk trc kfvaw kctiuatrv ost og dvba ouenv hsxjk rfz sxj kundk
aha iuhfn tkt lrck vhutr thv vphxt ,ganu vbe,b lfk uz vfrcu 'thv ouenv sucf uz vphxtu uc exg,bu ihcaua uk vagba

 ,ca htmunc rutv kg ,frcu ohnac ,frct vuvs hshn 'uhkg vrsxk vuehezv xufv kg vfrc
 t sung j ;s ,ucu,f ,fxn h"ar

Rashi learns that the wedding guests are emulating G-d by showering the couple with chesed.  The beracha ‘shehakol

bara lichvodo’ is essentially made on this gathering of guests, but placed together with the other berachot on the cup of

wine just as in the berachot on the candle and spices for havdala

6.vpujk vkf ,xbfvk vru, sunk, ihkycnu
t ;hgx vx inhx ihaushe ,ufkv rzgv ict lurg ijkua twnr

The mitzvah of hanchnasat kallah (together with levayat hamet) has a rare and special status - we even cancel Talmud

Torah to ensure that the simcha is done properly  
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7.ukhpt tkt ofj shnk, o,xk thgchn tku //// vpujk vkf xhbfvk vru, ihkycn hfv ukhpt okuf sdbf vru, sunk,a p"gt whp
vh,upf urhtav if hp kg ;tu vukft ohckfva vabgba vgarv kczhtn vhtr thcnu htgkt rc vsuvh hcr shcgsfu urusca kusdk

thv vkusd vumns tnkt wufu
 vx inhx rzgv ict j"c

The Bach clarifies that this applies not only to an ‘ordinary talmid chacham’ but even to a gadol hador!

8.o #J s )r#h$r"%J.t ,Ic#b o %r %f (C v0B 'v iIr (n« "J (C r %J.t k 0t #r (G'h$Q%k"%n c #t (j )t ,t )r (e'k s 0r oUe  :r« "nt0k h 'C (J 'T )v Uv#H'k"0t$k %t «v$r )c (S h 'v(h )u
kt"%g (r (z'h k 0j (C k %c%zh 't$, %t Uk (ft«"h oh 'c#k (F )v r«nt0k w«v r %C 'S k %c%zh 't(k$o)d (u  ://////r«nt0k uh#k 0t #T (r )C 's (u  :I "T (J 'r(k

df:tf 'jh 'zh �t ohfkn

Eliyahu Hanavi received a prophecy that Queen Izevel would be eaten by the dogs after she died 

9.r %nt«T́)u r )g·#+ )c t́#C tU ­v0h (u tk :iI"K )j )v s¬)g (C ; ­0e (J )T)u V º#Jt«r$, %t c %yh́ 0T)u Æ#vḩ%bh 0g QU ³P )C o %G #̧T)u v À#g (n"#J k%ć%zh 't (u v#kt·%g (r (z'h tU ­v0h tI¬c#H)u
#vU ­y (n 'J r %nt«¬H )u dk :oh "'xh 'r "#x v­#J«k (J o'h¬)b (J uh º#k 0t Uph '́e (J)H)u h·'n h­'T 't h¬'n r %nt«¾H )u iI ºK )j´)v$k %t Æuh#b #p t³#¬'H )u ck :uh"#b«s.t d¬0r«v h­'r (n 'z oI ºk #J.v
h¬'F #vU ºr (c 'e (u Æ,t«Z )v v³#rUr.t"#v$, %t tº#b$Us (e 'P r %nt«ÀH )u (T (J·0H)u k )ft«́H )u t« ­c#H)u sk :v#B "%x (n (r'H )u oh­'xUX )v$k %t (u rh ²'E )v$k %t V #̄n #S 'n z̧'H )u #vU ·y (n (J'H )u
tU ºv «v$r )c (S Ær %nt«̧ H )u ̧Ik Ush́ 'D)H )u »Uc XJ#H)u uk :o'h "#s#H )v ,I¬P )f (u o'h­)k (d )r"#v (u ,%k«²D(kXD )v$o 't h̄ 'F V À#c Ut (m´#n$t"«k (u V·#r (c #e(k U ­f(k"0H )u vk :th "'v Q%k­%n$, )c
h¬0b (P$k )g i %n« ²s (F k %cÀ%zh 't ,́)k (c'b v º#,(h #v"(u  zk :k %c"#zh 't r¬)G (C$, %t oh­'c#k (F )v U¬k (ft«"h kt º%g (r (z'h e%k´0j (C r«·nt0k h­'C (J 'T )v Uv¬#H'k"0t I ²S (c )g$s)h (C r À%C 'S r´%J.t

k%c"#zh 't ,t«¬z U ­r (nt«"h$t"«k r¬%J.t kt·%g (r (z'h e%k´0j (C v­%s #¬ )v
zk-k:y �c ohfkn

Izevel’s death was violent and she was indeed eaten by the dogs.  Only her skull, feet and hands were left

10.v,hc lu,n vtmuh v,hv euac rcug vhva i,j kfu //// euak lunx v,hc v,hva kczhtn //// ihsnk ubt ihhbn ohsxj ,ukhnd
ekjc kczht ,t ukfth ohckfv cuyk rufz uvhkt vhkg tcb,bu ',usgm rag ,fkvnu vhpc ,xkenu vhsh hpfc ,kmkmnu

 wufu vc utmn tku vrcek ufkhu wba 'ovc ohckfv uyka tk sxj hknud uhva ohrctvu 'ktgrzh
ckr znr c ohfkn hbugna yuekh

Chazal learnt that these parts of her body were saved because she used them to do the mitzvah of hachnasat kallah

B] SHIDDUCHIM

11.ostv kt vthchu `iuatrv ostk ihcaua tuv lurc ausev vagba snkn :rzgkt ic vhnrh hcr rnt  - h!ar)- ihcauaks,an 
(uduuhzcu u,pujc

/tx ,ufrc

Rashi learns that the main mitzvah of hachnasat kallah that G-d did for Chava was the shidduch, as well as the wedding

itself.  Making shidduchim is thus a part of the mitzvah of hachnasat kallah

C] ‘ESCORTING’ THE BRIDE

12.ibcr ub,vru, sunk, ihkycn )  /vkfv ,xbfvku ,nv ,tmuvk  - h!ar- vkf ,xbfvk(v,puj ,hck vhct ,hcn v,uukk 

:jf vkhdn

Rashi learns that the actual mitzvah is to accompany the kallah from her father’s house to the chuppa

13. ////ohthcnaf vkfv ubhbnzc ,uukk iudv k"b vhv vzn 'v,puj ,hck vhct ,hcn v,uukk vkfv ,xbfv h"arp vahrpc c,fu
ohfkuva vn tmnb ///// vkfv ,xbfv tkt rfzb tk hrva rehg tuv vcrst i,jvk ,uagk ohdvuba unf vpujv ,j, v,ut
vpuj atrv huxhf vuv tk ishsk vtrb c,f z"yvu /f"g vpujk vkf ,xbfv treb thv vkfv atr ,uxfk kvev kf ubhbnzc
ohfkuv ohabv kf oaa vkfv ,t ,ukk tku i,jv ,ukk tkt ohfkuv ihtu rndv thva f"jt vhv,a vpujk vbfv tkt
ohrzuj vhkt ohchrenafu vkfv ,trek ohfkuv ohcuaj ohabt ,unuen ,mec h,htru /ovng oa crg,vk ihtu vng

tuv iufbu vpujvk ovhrujtk
d e"x vx inhx ktuna ,hc

There is a debate as to whether walking with the chatan to the bedeken is a fulfillment of the mitzvah.  It seem that many

poskim require some kind of kavod to be given specifically to the entrance of the kallah!
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14.r,uhc ,rsuvn vjnav r,uh ohcr ova kf vccjk tuva kfa vfuz oak tcv kf tkt rugha vc rfzuv tku /////
/zh ,ucu,f hrhtnk vrhjcv ,hc

Part of this mitzvah is just being at the wedding. The Meiri here learns that that, halachically, there is no ‘adequate’

number for the wedding - the more guests the more honor and simcha

15.ehhsu /cucjcu vjnac r,uh ;hxunu vkfvu i,jv ,rsv og curc hf ihkycn okugku rugha vk iht vkf hcdks ohrnut ahu
,nv sucfkn vkfv sucfk ihaauj uhv r,uha gnans vkfv hbpn ,nv ,t ihrhcgn ibhrntsn hfv

/zh ,ucu,f ,mcuen vyha

When it comes to kavod hamet, the sources speak of a a limit on necessary attendance and thus a limit on who has to stop

learning to come out to the funeral.  Not so a wedding. In terms of the number of people required to perform this mitzvah,

the Shita Mekubetzet brings two views - (i) according to the honor due to the kallah; and (ii) that there is NO limit -

‘berov am’
1

Note also our discussion in Shiur 1 on the practical limits of Chesed - at the point that a person becomes ‘poor’ - in many

senses of the word.  Of course the relative statuses of guest and host and their personal needs will weigh in heavily to

produce a different resolution in each individual case

16.ihktuau ovhbpk ohsnug okaurhca ,uhbnut hkgc kfu ohtmuh uhv ohxbfbv sucf hpk o,trek ohtmuh ohrczdvu /////
:oukak o,tc hbukp ouenv habt ubhjt onukac :trubyrcn vhscug wrhshnk, hbpn sungk ihchhj ,uhbnut hkgc ihts d"gt 

vumn vchcjs ohrufc hthcn hbpn sungk ohchhj uhv n"n 'o,ftknn ukyc,h tka hsf o,ftknc ohexuga vgac ohnfj
vkhn ,hrck eubh,v htaub hbpnu vc ,nva vynv htaub hbpn ohsnug vz ogynu /v,gac

 d:d ohrufhc vban

We learn from the mitzvah of bikkurim that one stands in front of someone who is about to perform a mitzvah - this is

brought as one of the sources for standing for the chatan and kallah

D] CREATING THE SIMCHA

Chazal also learnt that part of the mitzvah of hachnasat kallah is to make the kallah and chatan happy. Q -  Why should

there be such a mitzvah when they are already so happy?

17. j #e#k r %J.t IT (J 't , %t j )N 'G (u , #j %t v#b #J I,h 0c(k v%h (v'h h 'e#b r#c #S k#f(k uh#k#g r«c.g)h t«k (u t#c#M )C t0m0h t«k v #J #s.j v #+ 't Jh 't j )E'h h 'F
 v:sf ohrcs

The Torah itself makes clear that the first year of marriage is difficult and needs investment.  Being mesameach the

couple give them the reassurance they need to start a married life together.  The focus of simcha seems to be on the

kallah! (note in source 1 above that the Rambam refers to this as  jnakvkfvi,jvu )

18.'uk lkuvu u,bnutk ohfan rjnk 'hahnjc kgch, rnut v,t ota ?haac ,kgcbu hahnjc ,tab vbnkt urnt vn hbpn
 ohnh vaka vng jna tvha ktrah ,ubc ,be, kg ohnfj usea

/v ,ucu,f

In fact we see that the chatan is himself required to be focused on creating simcha for his kallah

19.) hkhn - hkukv hcs trdt :hat cr rnth"ar(ohrcsc i,jv jnak - 
:u ,ufrc

20.ihbgn othmuvk lhrm ihtu /t#kUK 'v hc - vjnav ,hc /// ubh,ucr hrcsc ifu //// ' )j«n (G'k :unf oharpn ah 'kkv,vk aurhpu
t#kUK 'v hc :vpujv ,hc utre lfhpk 'vkfvu i,jv ost jcah vpujv ,jnac hf 'jcav

 v:ue ohkv, e"sr

The main focus of the wedding simcha is ‘words’ - praising the chatan and kallah

1. Indeed, some poskim have suggested that when there is a chatan in town, the entire town should not say tachanun since they are all obligated in

the simcha - see Yeshuot Yaakov  Orach Chaim 131:10 
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21. ,ukue vanjc rcug - ujnan ubhtu i,j ,sugxn vbvbv kf :tbuv cr rnt uckj hcr rntulrhca ,ukue vanjc kzkzn - h"ar)
(ktrah ,t tuv lurc ausev ivc:rntba    (dk uvhnrh) /,utcm wv ,t usuv ohrnut kue vkf kueu i,j kue vjna kueu iuaa kue

 :rntba ',ukue vanjc vb,ba vru,k vfuz :huk ic gauvh hcr rnt - ?urfa vn ujnan otu(yh ,una)hahkav ouhc hvhu 
kuec ubbgh ohektvu wudu rpav kue hvhu wudu rpua keu rvv kg scf ibgu ohercu ,ukue hvhu recv ,hvc

 :u ,ufrc

One should not go to a wedding and not be mesameach - this is linked with the ‘kol’ of simcha at the celebration.  Some

poskim see this prohibition as a kind of ‘theft’ - the meal is provided ‘on condition’ that one participates in the simcha.

Others see that eating the meal creates a kind of ‘partnership’ in the simcha which requires one to join in the dancing  

22. /vsuxju vtb vkf :ohrnut kkv ,hcu 'thva ,unf vkf :ohrnut htna ,hc ?vkfv hbpk ihsern smhf :ibcr ub,yuj - h"ar)
/(vhkg luan sxj ka :vrnt vru,vu ?vsuxju vtb vkf 'vk whrnut 'tnux ut ,rdhj v,hva hrv :v"ck a"c ivk urnt  ,una)

(d"f ejr, rea rcsnhuv ?uhbhgc ubbdh ut uhbhgc ubjcah 'euav in gr jen jeka hn 'ofhrcsk :a"ck v"c ovk urnt !
,uhrcv og ,crugn ost ka u,gs tv, okugk :ohnfj urnt itfn 'uhbhgc ubjcah :rnut

/zh ,ucu,f

Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai disagree on whether you can praise a bride for beauty which she does not have

23.thva ,unfv,ut ihxken v,uchaju vhpuh hpk - 
oa h"ar

24.- thva ,unf vkfov ot vhshc ut vhbhgc iudf vc aha vtb rcsc vujcah hnb ht vujcah tku ue,ah oun vc ah otu 
/htbdk rtas kkfn jcak vc aha vn ihrhfznafs hrndk vujcah ohrnut v"cu   /,uph

oa ,upxu,

The mefarshim explain that Beit Shammai require one either to refrain from inaccurate praise or to find something else

that can be praised.  Beit Hillel consider that this approach will NOT be construed as praise at all! 

25.uhbhgc ubbdh ut uhbhgc ubjcahejr, rea rcsn ouan uc iht ouka hfrs hbpn tuva kfs aurhp /
 /zh ,ucu,f t�cyhr

The Ritva explains that the source of Beit Hillel is ‘mipnei hashalom’

26.vtb vbht ukhpt vsuxju vtb thva rnuku vhbpk serku vkfu i,j jnak vumn
t ;hgx vx inhx ihaushe ,ufkv rzgv ict lurg ijkua

The halacha is like Beit Hillel

27.ij ,kghu xufrhp tku era tku kjf tk :tcrgnc t,kf hne uran hfv 'rnt hnhs cr t,t hf
/zh ,ucu,f

The Gemara gives other examples of praise heaped on the kallah

28.rc ktuna cr /vsuxju vtb vkf :rnutu 'vkfv hbpk sernu xsv ka sc kyub vhva 'htgkht rc vsuvh hcr kg uhkg urnt
'hrhndu `tnkg hkufk vhshs ihc trubs tsung ehxpht 'vhapb jb hf !tcx ik ;hxfn te :trhz r"t ',k,t sern ejmh cr
vh,uya :vk hrntu tcxk vh,hyua vhk vhhbvt :trhz r"t /trsc hr,k ht trsc sjk ht tkt trubs tsung ehxpt tks

 tcxk
/zh ,ucu,f

Gedolim used to dance in front of the kallah in unusual ways.  Chazal were concerned as to whether there is a problem

here of them making fools of themselves 

29.iva ohrcs ,uagk chhj ,hcca ,uftknc exg,vk tku euav in ohrcs jehk ufrs ihtu r,uhc cuaj ost vhvha p"g
ut kacn vhva hn ivnu 'ivc kack ohmgv kmpn vhva hn ovn ohbuatrv ohnfj /usucf tuv vza upudc ,cav lrumk

 ,urb ehksn ut ,ukh,p ksud ut rac jkun
 u vfkv k erp ,ca ,ufkv o"cnr
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The Rambam in hilchot Shabbat makes clear that there is no indignity in becoming personally involved in doing a

mitzvah.  Nevertheless, the poskim warn against creating an atmosphere of excess - too much noise and drinking!

30. ornt kg vzc ohrcug ohngp vcrv ubhrgmk odu(tk ,ufrc) rntba 'z"vugc uhp euja ,utknk ostk ruxts euja tknh zt
'ubhptka vcuy vbe, tuvs yuap z"pku 'ruxt ihtuab ,jnac od k"rs oa z"yv f"anfu 'x"e, whx j"utc vfkvk expbu 

vcrv rcf rat ihtuab ,jna ,utmuvc ,ucrvk tka okugv iueh, vzc tfht odu 'vchahv ,ughce yrpcu ,", kyck
vz kg ujuum

 dpr inhx j ekj hukv yca ,"ua

Rav Wosner introduces a note of caution. In practice, striking a balance is essential - we do not empty all the yeshivot for

every wedding.  Limiting numbers at weddings is important (i) to prevent bitul Torah; (ii) to avoid weddings becoming

too expensive and; (iii) to keep a focus on the halacha not to feel too much lightness and simcha in this world!

31.vzv okugc euja uhp tknha ostk ruxt)  - z"yeuja uhp tknh tk n"n ohrup ut vbu,jc iudf vumn ka vjnac whptu
(iufb s"gkbf

v ;hgx xe, inhx ,uhbg, rtau ctc vga, ,ufkv ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch rules a prohibition to ‘fill our mouths’ with joyous laughter in this world.  The Taz rules that this

even applies to simchat shel mitzvah, such as a wedding

32. /,upujc rha hkfc idbk o"ufgk rnuk ohrh,n ah'v"tkc 'vkfu i,j sucf ouan hra 'rha hkfv ie,k o"ufgk rnuk whptu :vdv
kevk udvb vzv inzc uvhnu /ruxt
 jka inhx ,ca ,ufkv ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch permits having a live non-Jewish band at a wedding on Shabbat!

33. wufu rnuk -ruxht tkt ubht f"d h"tk vrhntu rha hkf ie,h tna vrhzd ibcrs ruxht tkt ubht rha hkfc kue ,gnav ruxhts
 thv vumn ouencu ,ucas ,uca huvu ibcrsrha hkfc tkt vkfu i,j ,jna ihtstk ot vzc rhnjvk udvba ,unuen ahu hrau 

idbk unmgn tca ut oukf ,cac uk rnth tku a"gn vzk oubhfva
j e"x jka inhx vrurc vban

The Mishna Berura explains that part of the underlying reason for the heter is that music is so critical at a wedding! (NB

the halachic issues could be different for electronic amplification.  Also consider the impact of minhag Yerushalayim) 

 

34.idbk hsf vbu,jv oa ,uagk ,rjt rhgk vkfu i,j lhkuvk vumu rha hkfc ubdbh tka kaunv rzd wt ogpa k"hrvnc t,hts
 tca c,f c"ke t"j z"csru rha hkfc

 th:jka inhx ovrct idn

The Magen Avraham brings an account from the Maharil (15C) where a chatan and kallah were told to marry in a

different town just so they could have music.  Nevertheless, the poskim discuss the balance between having loud music to

create the simcha and concern for disturbance to neighbors at times when people are sleeping

E] HONORING THE CHATAN AND KALLAH

35.vn 'v,anv hnh ,gca u,ut ihxken kfv i,j lf v,anv hnh ,gca u,ut ihxken kfv lknv vn lknk vnus i,jv
uhbpk v,anu vjna i,jv lf 'ohnhv kf uhbpk v,anu vjna lknv vn 'sucf hsdc acuk i,jv lf 'sucf hsdc acuk lknv
lf 'vnjv rutf ,urhtn uhbp lknv vn 'usck euak tmuh ubht i,jv lf 'usck euak tmuh ubht lknv vn 'ohnh ,gca kf

 tuvu wba 'vnjv rutf ,urhtn uhbp i,ju,pujn tmuh i,jf 
zy erp rzghkt hcrs herp

 The Chatan is also compared to a king and should be praised.  Rav Moshe Sternbuch stresses that the purpose of the

mitzvah of simcha is to reinforce to  the chatan and kallah how ‘chashuv’ they are and how seriously we take the mitzvah

of marriage and having children
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36.'vpujk vkfv ihxhbfnu ihnhsen 'vzku vzk hsf rhgc iht ot ifu  `vkfv hbpkn ,nv ihrhcgn 'vzc vz vkfu ,n ugdp ot
 /osue kctv hnujb, 'i,j jnaku kct ojbk uhbpk ahu 'vpujk vxbfba rjt kct /,nv ohrcue lf rjtu),t ihrhcgn - l"a

 ouan vpujk vxhbfvk vkfv ,umn rehgu oh,nv ,umnk ,nsue ohhjv ,umn okugks vpujk vxhbfvk -vkfv hbpkn ,nvvtrc uvu, tk
(wudu

t ;hgx xa inhx ,ukhct ,ufkv vgs vruh lurg ijkua

Weddings take priority over funerals - life over death.  The Shach relates this to the imperative to build and populate the

world that G-d created

F] SHEVA BERACHOT

37. v,anv hnh ,gca ihe,v van ch,fs/// v,anv hnh ,gca uvha ik ,ht t,hhrutsn rnukf :vsgv icre ))(zf:yf ,hatrc ceghc
,t«z �g�c  J t"K�n  

 t"vq t ruy vf ;s t erp ,ucu,f ,fxn hnkaurh sunk,

The mitzvah of Sheva Berachot has its roots in the earliest period of Jewish history - even before Matan Torah

38. ch,fs t,hhruts huv i,j ,jna ka wt ouhs c,f k"z hukv rhtn r"vu(d rha)  uck ,jna ouhcu u,bu,j ouhc,jnas tnkt
 vru,v in lnx uk ah iuatr ouhc uck

wv ,ut t erp ,ucu,f ,fxn a"tr

Some poskim see the first day of sheva berachot as min haTorah.  Others suggest that the whole week has a din of simcha

min haTorah 

G] WEDDING PRESENTS

39.vhv//// ?ovc exg,n kthbs vhva ohsxj ,ukhnd iv vnu /ohsxj ,ukhndc exg,n vhva ,usunj aht kthbsc ubhmn ifa
) vjnanu vkfv ,t ie,n(vhyuaheu vhfrm ihfvk - !p

s erp i,b hcrs ,uct

Part of hachnasat kallah is providing for the financial needs of the new couple in setting up home

40.   uy uzn vkusd  vesm ihta ',uhbg ,uku,c ovc uthah 'vesm ,ugn oshc aha vesm htcd
 uy ;hgx ynr inhx vgs vruh lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch rules that marrying off poor kallot is one of the highest form of tzeddakah

41. - uhnsc ohnu,h thavk ut ohshnk, ,epxvk ',"x whpt vauseca ohrcs rta ifu 'b"fvc ohrfun :ovrct idn(y)thavk 
 ouan ogyv wndv rntesn jfun k"b ifu ,unu,h v"vu - uhnsc ohnu,h vrmh ,cak vtrc uvu, tk ouan rnte tkuucru urp

vrmh ,cak f"tan vatc lhha tk ucru urps tkt
 u ;hgx dbe inhx ,xbfv ,hc ,ufkv ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

We will sell a shul and even Sifrei Torah to raise money to marry off poor men and women - underpinning this is the

mitzvah of ‘leshevet yitzrah’

H] TZNIUT

42.Whe«k4t$o 'g ,%f%k )g0b (m )v (u s %x %j , )c.v")t (u y#P (J 'n ,IG.g$o 't h 'F W (N 'n J 0rIS wv$v #nU cIY$v )n o #s #t W(k sh 'D 'v
j:u vfhn

The Navi Micha reduced the key elements of a Torah life to three main ideas, one of which is tzniut

43.lhekt og ,fk gbmvuvpujk vkf ,xbfvu ,nv ,tmuv uz - 
:yn vfux

Chazal identified tzniut specifically with hachnasat kallah



s�xc7                  dbhbn ovrct

44.unmgc atr ,uke dhvbvk tku 'vtb vsnc junaku vtb vsnc sugxk 'gbmv lhrm oa ;t
oa h"ar

The requirement for tzniut in a wedding is both the way that people behave and the way that the wedding is prepared 

45.'vkfc kf,xvk ruxt  vatr ,ghrpc ut vhkga ihyhaf,c kf,xvk r,un kct
 c ;hgx vx inhx rzgv ict lurg ijkua

The halacha is concerned that the atmosphere of simcha should not slip into unacceptable levels of immorality 

46.htu 'hhjk - truaff ufhhkg ihhns ht :uvk rnt ?hfv scghnk uvn ibt :ibcr vhk hrnt 'sernu vhp,ft vk chfrn tjt cr 
tk - tk

/zh ,ucu,f

One of the Amoraim would even lift up the kallah on his shoulders!  Today we have the minhag to lift the chatan and

kallah on chairs - this gemara also seems to be one of the mekorot for the Chassidic ‘mitzvah-tanz’

47.) r,un 'ohna oak u,buuf er 'vcj lrs vaug ubhta kfs t"hu - ktuna ,hc(th)vhctk jb ,uagk - ohna oak u,buuf er 
 ut i,jv kg vccjk vkfv og serk udvb vznu d"vfu vntkuvhct sucfkudvb ubh,ufknc c,f j"cu k"ar rhnjvk hutr j",u 

(r,un ohna oak tkt vchj oak u,buuf ihta kf wxu,n gnanu 'ruxt duvb tks kevk
�v �gx tf inhx ,uaht ,ufkv rzgv ict lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch rules that in some cases closeness between men and women may be appropriate if the kavana is

entirely leshem shamayim.  The Beit Shmuel brings as an example the mitzvah tanz and records that this minhag was

common in some places

48.

c:vx rzgv ict vcua, hj,p

Others heavily criticize the minhag and assert that no one today has the kavanah leshem shamayim that we see with Rav

Acha in the Talmud

I] OTHER CHESED

Consider also other mitzvot of chesed at a wedding, particularly to support and look after the parents and family of the

couple, especially when they are not used to this kind of simcha


