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2 - WHAT DID MOSHE RECEIVE AT SINAI - PART 2
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We finished Sheet 1 by asking - how are we to reconcile the two approaches in Chazal - (i) that Moshe received
EVERYTHING and (ii) that Moshe received the general principles only?

ANSWER 1 - Moshe received a certain amount of detailed information to pass along to Yehoshua and was given a
prophecy of of all the rest of the details, present and future

ANSWER 2 - Moshe received some information directly and received everything else in potential - ie he received the
tools to learn every possible detail and thus ‘received’ all of these details at Sinai

A] _MoOSHE DID NOT TRANSMIT ALL OF THE TORAH THAT HE RECEIVED
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Chazal tell us that not everything shown to Moshe Rabbeinu on Har Sinai was allowed to be passed down to Klal Yisrael.
What information did he hold back? This would appear to include the mystical aspects of the Torah which were not
transmitted by Moshe to all, but only to a select group. This is the context of the discussion in this source from the
Jerusalem Talmud which is discussing ‘Razei Torah’ - secrets of the Torah. Alternatively, some mefarshim understand
that this could relate to the ‘ta’amei hamitzvot’
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One of the commentators on the Yerushalmi paraphrases source 1 to refer to the reasons underlying the mitzvot - ta’amei
hamitzvot
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We saw on Sheet I that Moshe was shown every tiny detail in halacha - even what would be discovered in the future
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This approach is taken by the Tosafot Yom Tov who says that Moshe saw everything but did not transmit this full nevuah
to Yehoshua and the Jewish People. Thus room is left for later generations to be mechadesh. It is worth pointing out that
the details that he was ‘shown’ were the ‘dikdukim’. He received the main principles and later generations would work
out the details

Why did Moshe need to see these details but not pass them on? We see a possibly similar idea in Chazal (Niddah 30b)
who inform us that a fetus is taught the whole Torah in the womb only to forget it and be required to rediscover it
throughout life.




5772/3 - 3 ONYAN 2 902

B] THE 13 'MIDDOT’ - MOSHE DID NOT RECEIVE THE 'DERASHOT’

Moshe was shown everything ‘in potential’ - he was given the tools (i.e. the 13 Middot) to discover every detail in the
future
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We saw in sheet one that Chazal state in the Medrash that Moshe was taught only the principles and not every detail
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Rav Zev Wolf Einhorn of Vilna (18C) explains that the ‘principles’ referred to in this statement of Chazal are, in fact, the
13 Middot (and other means of extracting halacha from pesukim)

Derashot are the means of connecting Torah Shebichtav and Torah Sheb’al Peh and deriving halachic detail from the
pesukim
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For just as in natural science a person produces innovations with his intelligence and understanding based on old principles, so too
with the science of our holy Torah. As Hazal say, "if you hear the old, you will hear the new." The intent is that one who incessantly
occupies himself with the Torah that is with us of old and "kills himself over it", can derive totally new insights which were never
(apprehended) before; it is in this sense that Hazal said that "the Holy One, blessed be He, showed Moses all that an experienced
disciple would in future times innovate (in Torah)," for all that is destined to be innovated in Torah was inherent in potentia' (from
the beginning)

from the Introduction to Dor Revi’i by R’ Moshe Glasner (1856-1924)°
A classic source on explaining the nature of TsBP is the introduction to Sefer Dor Revi’i (‘4th Generation’ ) by R/ Moshe
Glasner, (great-grandson of the Chatam Sofer). He explains that the entire Torah was given to Moshe in potentia.

We also see another famous Medrash which deals with Moshe’s understanding at Har Sinai and which may indicate that
his knowledge of details was not total.-
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Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: When Moshe went up to the Heavenly Heights he found God sitting and tying crowns to the
letters. He said before Him: Master of the Universe - who is holding you back [from giving the Torah without the crowns]? God said
to him - there is one man who will exist in the future in many generations and his name is Akiva ben Yosef. In the future he will
expound from every point [of the crowns] heaps and heaps of halachot. [Moshe] said to God - Master of the Universe, show him to
me. [God] answered: Turn around. [Moshe] went to sit at the end of the eighth row of students but he did not understand what they
were saying. He became disheartened. When they reached a certain matter [Rabbi Akiva’s] students asked him: Rebbi, where did you
get this from? He answered them: It is a halacha given to Moshe at Sinai. [Moshe] was relieved. He returned and came before God
and said to Him: Master of the Universe, If you have a man like this, why are you giving the Torah through me? [God] answered him:
Be silent! That is My plan.

Moshe was (midrashically speaking) transported to the Beit Midrash of R, Akiva who lived 1400 years later. He was
distressed to find that he unable to understand the Torah of R. Akiva - Torah which R. Akiva told his students was
actually given to Moshe at Sinai!!

1. my emphasis
2. translation by R’ Ya’akov Elman - see Tradition Magazine 25(3) p 63 (1991)




5772/3 - 3 ONYAN 3 902

PPN Y2 190 YN 1D RHY DT 9.

11220 VY YIS RPN NYIS NI 92902
Chazal sate explicitly in the Medrash that things were revealed to Rabbi Akiva that were not revealed to Moshe Rabbeinu
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1t is clear from the Rambam in a number of places that the derashot that Chazal make from pesukim were not all given at
Har Sinai. As we have learnt above, derashot were developed later throughout history in order to generate halacha.
Although Moshe had the tools to make those derashot, the actual derashot and thus the halachot derived from them were
not yet extant. (Another different explanation brought by some mefarshim would be that whilst Moshe did have the
halachot which accompanied each mitzvah, he did not have the derashot which link the halachot to the pesukim. Later
generations fjoined the dots’ and connected these known halachot with their sources in Chumash through the derashot.
This is consistent with the approach taken in source 12 below)
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We see that some Rishonim include Rabbinic mitzvot (e.g. Chanukah) as part of the 613 mitzvot given on Sinai! The
Ramban explains that since Hashem said at Sinai that we must listen to Rabbinic legislation (10N X9), all future
Rabbinic legislation and interpretation was given in potential at Sinai. Some mitzvot (e.g. Shabbat) were given
specifically and directly at Sinai and others (e.g. Chanukah) were given generally, through the global mitzvah of MON NS
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An alternative understanding of the story of Rabbi Akiva and Moshe is given by the Ohr Hachaim. He explains that
Moshe had ALL of the information (as Chazal state - even what would be said in the future). What he did NOT have were
the Derashot to link the information with the hints in the verses in the Chumash.

We will see in future classes that, ultimately there are two major views moving forward through the commentators as to
what Moshe received on Sinai:-

1. All the information which comprises the halachic system (at least min haTorah) was received by Moshe and the
function of the derashot is to ‘connect the dots’ - to show how those halachot can be learnt out, if needed, from the
verses. According to this view, the derashot do not produce new halacha. They simply replicate the halacha where
needed. The entire system of halacha was received by Moshe and passed down through the generations. One of the key
questions this approach must address is the origins of machloket and its theological significance.
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2. Some specific information was received by Moshe, in addition to all of the ‘klalim’ - the general principals needed to
derive halachic details in the future. According to this view, the derashot DO produce new material.

The approach to be examined in detail and adopted for most of this course is the second. This is the view of the Rambam,
as we shall discover. However we will see how both approaches play out across the millennia of Torah thought and
development.
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Rashi has another alternative explanation which circumvents the whole issue. The experience that Moshe had with Rabbi
Avika was BEFORE he had received the Torah. So it is no wonder that he did not know what was going on! He was still
upset at this but then relieved to hear that he would indeed be receiving all of this Torah very soon!

C] THE BOTTOM LINE

So, bottom line, what did Moshe get and what did he not get?
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The Rambam explains that Moshe received a full package of details to accompany each mitzvah
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Moshe was instructed by Hashem to present the Torah to the Jewish people like a ‘Shulchan Aruch’ - with all applicable
details ready to be incorporated into a working system

In summary, we see that Moshe received the following at Sinai:-

* A full package of Oral Law including all 613 mitzvot and the details which are needed to keep them

» The ‘klalim’ for how to derive all future mitzvot min HaTorah

* He also had a full prophecy of the progress of Jewish history and of Torah chiddushim which would be generated in the
future, but this was not passed on to us

1t seems that he did not receive the following:-

* All of the derashot which link the halachot with the pesukim

* Halachot derived later through ‘drash’ and ‘sevara’ (to be discussed in later classes)
* Rabbinic legislation (Which came later - also to be discussed)




