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TORAH MISINAI
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1 - WHAT DID MOSHE RECEIVE AT SINAI - PART 1
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One of our principles of emuna is that entire Torah in our hands today was given to Moshe at Sinai. What is this ‘entire’
Torah intended to include?
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The Chumash refers to the giving of ‘Torot’ to Moshe at Sinai. Chazal saw in that a reference to the twin nature of Torah
- written and oral

AJ] When was the WRITTEN TORAH given?
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As for the written Torah, the Gemara gives two opinions - that the Torah was written in instalments or that the Torah was
written at the end of the 40 years. No opinion holds that Moshe had a written Torah at Har Sinai
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Rashi explains that, according to the ‘instalments’ view, the Torah was originally comprised of the ‘Scroll of Creation’,
the ‘Scroll of Noach’, the ‘Scroll of Avraham’ etc until Moshe compiled the whole Torah at the end of the 40 years

B] When was the ORAL TORAH given?
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R. Yishmael understands that the Torah was only given at Sinai in outline and the details were filled in over the 40 years
in the desert. R. Akiva understands that the full Torah was given, with all its details, at Sinai and was then re-given for a
second and third time in a three-stage process - on Sinai, in the Ohel Moed (Mishkan) and on the Plains of Moav, before
the entry into Israel
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We find in the verses of the Torah that Hashem speaks to Moshe on Sinai
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... and in the Mishkan
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Hashem communicated with Moshe through the wings of the Kruvim over the Ark of the Covenant
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Again we find the Moshe repeats the Torah by the River Jordan on the plains of Moav. (The process whereby Hashem
communicated Sefer Devarim to Moshe is somewhat different than for the rest of the Chumash)

C] Sources in Chazal That Moshe Received Everything Possible at Sinai
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The Torah itself makes it clear that Moshe received more than just the 10 commandments on Har Sinai
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Moshe received far more than just the luchot on Har Sinai. Chazal here state that Moshe received all of the Tanach,
Mishna and Talmud at Sinai
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Moshe was shown every detail in halacha - even what would be discovered in the future!!
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Chazal even state here that ANY new idea that any serious Torah student might say in future has already been told to
Moshe on Sinai

Questions:-

1. How are we to understand that Moshe received the whole of Chumash and Nach? Can Chazal be suggesting that
Moshe had before him the text of the Chumash. If so why did he send out the spies!!?
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2. Chazal explicitly state (Bava Batra 14b) that the books of the Tanach were written later by the prophets. But didn’t
Moshe already have them from Sinai? Did he hand over the Book of Joshua to Joshua and then tell him to write it
decades later

3. The Talmud was not complied until around 500 CE (around 1800 years after Sinai). Are we to understand that Moshe

received the actual wording of the Talmud, with all of its later historical and linguistic references and simply passed this
down through the generations?

D] Sources in Chazal that Moshe Did NOT Receive Every Detail at Sinai
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Chazal state elsewhere in the Medrash that Moshe was taught only the principles and not every detail. How are we to
reconcile this with the first approach - that every detail was given
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The Sefer Ikarim (Spain 15C) understood that since it is for Moshe to be given every details that will ever be applicable
in the future, he was given general principles from which all future generations can draw the details

So how are we to reconcile the two approaches in Chazal - (i) that Moshe received EVERYTHING and (ii) that Moshe
received the general principles only?

E] Mitzvot that Moshe Did Not Know

1t seems at first glance that some mitzvot were only given to the Moshe after Sinai. In particular, there are 4 occasions in
Chumash when Moshe appears not to know the halacha:-

(i) Bamidbar 15:32 - the man caught gathering sticks on Shabbat

(i) Vaykira 24:12 - the man who cursed Hashem

(iii) Bamidbar 9:1-15 - the laws of Pesach Sheni

(iv) Bamidbar 27:1-5 - the laws of inheritance and the daughters of Tzelafchad

According to R’ Akiva (see source 4) who stated that the entire Oral Torah was given to Moshe at Sinai, why did Moshe
not know these halachot? Furthermore, in a halachic dispute between R’ Akiva and R’ Yishmael we would normally rule
like R. Akiva'
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The Maharal asks this question and responds that Moshe was given the TOOLS at Sinai to learn out most of the Torah.
Only that which could not be learnt out through hermeneutics and ‘drashot’ was given to Moshe explicitly. We will see
this answer in much more details shortly. It forms the bedrock of a deeper understanding of what was actually given
to the Jewish people at Sinai.

1. Is this a halachic dispute though? Or is it more hashkafic? If the latter, is there such a thing as a ‘psak’ in hashkafa? A big topic
and another shiur!
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Insofar as the sequence of the giving of the sections of the Torah, and identification of the places and the times of their
being transmitted requires painstaking analysis and much study, and many sections of the Gemara with back-and-forth
dispute are dedicated to the topic, such as the sections in Gittin 60a and Chagiga 6a, we have thought it worth-while to
present what we have concluded from our analysis of the topic:...

It is clear from the words of our Sages that all six hundred thirteen commandments were taught to Moshe on Mount Sinai
during those forty days, and the opinion of Rabbi Akiva, found in Chagiga 6, is that both general principles and details were
stated at Sinai, [and this is also the opinion of Rashi in his Commentary on the Torah at the beginning of Parshas Behar].
And in the second period of forty days, the Holy One Blessed is He returned to him the entire Torah, for it would not be
proper that he should retain anything from what he had learned during the initial period of forty days, for that Covenant
was broken. And also, Moshe was not commanded to write them yet, nor to transmit them to the People of Israel, except
for in the special cases of particular commandments that he was commanded to give over to the People of Israel.

But nevertheless, he was not commanded to write them, according to the one who says that the Torah was given as a
“complete aggregate” [Gittin 60a], and when the Mishkan was erected, the subjects that he had learned at Sinai were
reviewed with him, in the Ohel Moed. And there remains room to speculate as to whether all the six hundred thirteen
commandments were reviewed with him in the Ohel Moed at one time, or whether only those which the People of Israel
were being commanded at that time were reviewed with him.

And at the Plains of Moav the commandments were taught to him a third time, and the Divine Presence was, as it were,
speaking from the throat of Moshe. And this time he was commanded to write them down, in accordance with the
language that had been spoken to him in the case of each individual section at the time that he had been commanded to
transmit them to the People of Israel.

And among them were commandments that were written in the language in which he had relieved them at Sinai, and
commandments in the language in which they were said to him in the Ohel Moed, and some in the language of the Plains
of Moav. And there were some that had been repeated and some that were taught a third time, and all the writing was
“dictated, as it were, from the mouth of Hashem, through the hand of Moshe.”

And there were changes in the language in the case of some commandments that had been taught at Sinai and at the Ohel
Moed and at the Plains of Moav. That variation was to hint to us in its written form, the Torah was taught to Moshe at Sinai
in the form of “Torah she-b’al peh,” as our Rabbis have received the Tradition, to interpret the Torah according to its words
written in the short form and those written in the long form and those written with transformations of letters.

Chazon Ish Moed 1257

The Chazon Ish takes the view that Rabbi Akiva’s state is to be taken literally. Moshe received EVERYTHING at Sinai.
So why did he not know the specific mitzvot mentioned above? The Chazon Ish answers that Moshe DID know these

To be continued in Part 2

mitzvot but was unsure whether to reveal them to the people since G-d had not specifically told him to.’

Translation from Torah Lab - see http://www.torahlab.org/calendar/article/what happened at_sinai/

. Other Rishonim take the line that Moshe knew all the details except for these few mitvzot which had been withheld in order to
allow them to be brought out throught the merits of the specific people who requested them - see sefer HaEmunah V’Habitachon
attributed to the Ramban (perek 23, vol 2, p435 R’ Chavel editon)




