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SHEMINI ATZERET~SIMCHAT TORAH
CLIMAX, SIMCHA AND A TASTE OF THE NEXT WORLD
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A ) SHEMINI ATZERET IN THE CHUMASH
(i) Atzeret & Shemini
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We first see mention of Shemini Atzeret in the Torah in parshat Emor. It is not mentioned with the chagim in Sefer
Shemot in parashot Mishpatim and Ki Tisa.
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1t is also mentioned in Bamidbar in parshat Pinchas. In both these sources the dominant motifs are ‘8’ and ‘Atzeret’

(ii) Intensive Simcha

PEON N2 D 0N NYAY IV WK MIKOND) DI PO VD) THONY TTIN THD D NN 02 pooyy - 3.

.....

NPY TN DR TT2 NYYD D22 TNNAN~522 PEON N §27922 22 N WD IWN DIpRa

1030 B9
We see later in parshat Re’eh a mitzva of ‘vesamachta bechagecha’ and ‘vehayita ach sameyach’

M 93 INWI N HY PINKD 210 D THIAD) NNNYID HON DTX IPNY TION 1IN NNNY NNNWM DONN .MIvn 4.
JINRN IV DY OO MIATD - NPY TN 172%77:927 NNT DO HON NN NI NN

.Hn N,
Chazal saw the mitzva of ‘ach sameyach’ as a reference to Shemini Atzeret and the mitzva of simcha on that Yom Tov

Thus, so far, we see the essential elements of Shemini Atzeret, as seen in tanach are:-
(i) It is an ‘Atzeret’ - see definition below
(ii) It is on the 8th day - one of a number of famous 8’s, including (a) the Yom Hashemini after the 7 days of miluim at the

consecration of the mishkan, brit milah, the 8th day after the 7 day tahara process
(iii) It is also a day of intense simcha - ach sameyach

(iii) Not a ‘Chag’ but another Rosh Hashana?

The mussaf korbanot for the Yamim Tovim were as follows:-

Pesach -2 bulls, 1 ram and 7 sheep (per day)

Shavuot -2 bulls, 1 ram and 7 sheep

Rosh Hashana - 1 bull, 1 ram and 7 sheep

Yom Kippur - 1 bull, 1 ram and 7 sheep

Succot - 3 bulls, 2 rams and 14 sheep (per day) + 49 extra bulls over the week: (10+9+8+7+6+5+4) : 70 total
S. Atzeret -1 bull, 1 ram and 7 sheep

A few things are evident from this list:- (i) There are basically two types of Yom Tov Mussaf - the Chag model (2+1+7)
and the Tishri model (1+1+7); (ii) Succot is a double mussaf - (3+2+14) together with extras, (iii) S.A. is not a chag but
a Tishri Yom Tov, more connected to Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur than Succot
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Succot is first described in the Chumash as the end of the year
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Succot is next described as the turning point of the year
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Again, for the mitzva of Hakhel, Succot is described as the end of the 7th year

If any festival were a candidate for the New Year in Chumash, it is Shemini Atzeret. We see that it is connected with Rosh
Hashana and Yom Kippur as a Tishrei festival. (Both Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are also New Years - RH is the
new year for the lunar calendar (354 days). YK is the start of the Yovel Year and also the new year for the solar calendar
(365 days)
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This explains a difficult halacha of the Rema. The Rema paskens that this the minhag in his time was not to call S.A. by
the title ‘chag’ in the tefilah, but rather ‘yom shemini atzeret hazeh’ (n.b. - this is not the current minhag)

B) SHEMINI ATZERET IN NEVIIM - RETURNING HOME
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When Shlomo inaugurated the Beit Hamikdash, he made an ‘extra’ 7 day festival and then send the people home on the
8th day. They returned in ‘simcha’ at the ‘tov’ they had experienced
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The special 7 day festival was just before Succot. Then followed 7 days of Succot and on S.A. the people were sent home

C) SHEMINI ATZERET IN THE TALMUD - INTIMACY AND HOMECOMING
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The massive production of Succot involved the 70 bull korbanot, corresponding to the 70 nations. The S.A. korban had
only I bull. Chazal give the mashal of an intimate dinner with a close friend
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This Medrash stresses the informality in the intimacy. Succot is rigid and formal. S.A. is close, relaxed and personal
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The Succah is like a self imposed galut to a strange place away from home

How are we to understand the combination of all of these descriptions of Shemini Atzeret.-
8, Atzeret, New Year/Start, Going Home, Intimate, Informal, Return from ‘Exile’

D) SHEMINI ATZERET/SIMCHAT TORAH POST-TALMUD

There is NO reference in tanach or Chazal of Shemini Atzeret also being Simchat Torah. The minhag of finishing the
Torah on S.A. is much more recent and dates from the time of the early rishonim (around the 11th C)
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The Rambam states that the almost universal minhag by his day (12C) was to read the Torah in 1 year and finish on
Succot. (The annual cycle had long been the minhag in Bavel). He mentions the other minhag of the 3 yr cycle (originally
universal in Eretz Yisrael) as uncommon in his day

16. There [in Cairo] were two synagogues, one for those from Israel and one for those from Babylon... They
observed different customs with regard to the reading of the portions in the Torah. The communities from
Babylon read a portion each week, as they do in Spain, thus completing the Torah each year. But the
communities of Israel do not follow this practice. Rather, they divide each portion into three sections and finish
the Torah every three years. There is among them a custom to join all together and pray on the day of Simchat
Torah and on the day of Matan Torah.

from the writings of Benjamin of Tudela (mid 12C)

E) SHEMINI ATZERET - A DAY OF SIMCHA IN HASHEM
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The Medrash concludes that the simcha of Shemini Atzeret is not like the simcha of other chagim. On Pesach, Shavuot

and Succot, the simcha is in the day of the Chag. On Shemini Atzeret, the simcha is ‘in Hashem’ Himself. However that

can only be practically applied, according to this Midrash, through simcha in Torah and/or Divine Providence and/or the
22 letters of the Alef Bet

G-d the Giver of Torah - 1H""N12 72

G-d the Protector - TnYI¥*1 q2

G-d the Creator (see R. Sherman’s introduction to the ArtScroll Siddur) - JH7N2 MY NANIY NPMN 0NV DIYYI T2
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The Sefer Charedim (mid 16C) points out that the reward for the mitzva lies only in the simcha
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The Rambam paskens in hilchot Succah that simcha during a mitzva is so key that failure to find such simcha is a cause
of terrible punishment for the Jewish people. We see this in the tochacha in which the terrible curses on the klal Yisrael
are attributed to the fact that we did not serve Hashem with simcha

Shemini Atzeret is the CLIMAX of the entire Jewish year. It is the END (‘Atzeret’ of an long process of growth,
largely mirroring the growth in the natural world. In this respect it also demands a new beginning - of a long cold
winter without development in the natural world. How are we to take the development of the old year BACK INTO
OUR HOMES and really make it part of us? The answer is Simcha in Hashem, practically manifested through
Simcha in - Torah, Hashgacha and Nature

F) THE INTIMACY OF SIMCHA
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We see another mitzva of simcha in the Torah - that a husband is exempt from the army for the first year of his marriage
so that he can make his wife happy . What is involved in this mitzva?
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The Aruch Hashulchan points out that this is not the simcha of the week of Sheva Berachot. 1t is a more deep-rooted
simcha of being together. He also connects it to the mitzva of ‘vesamachta bekol hatuv’ - the positive side of the deep
problem of lack of simcha mentioned in the tochacha
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The Smak understands that the essence of making his wife happy is the closeness of their physical relationship. Simcha is
ultimately about the intimacy of closeness. In the case of man and wife, this is expressed as da’at - knowledge
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Adam’s physical relation with Chava is expressed as knowledge
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In the case of closeness to Hashem, the place at which Moshe drew da’at and the finite connected with the infinite was
the space above the Aron Kodesh under the keruvim. Appropriately, the keruvim were locked in the intimate embrace of
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man and wife

APPENDIX: LOOKING MORE DEEPLY AT THESE THEMES

I) SIMCHA & AHAVA - A TASTE OF THE NEXT WORLD
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The Rambam describes the level of Ahavah required for the mitzva of Ahavat Hashem. It represents an incredible level of
fundamental connection with Hashem even to the level of emotion.
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The Rambam suggests 3 routes to ahavat Hashem (i) contemplating the actions of Hashem in the world (ii) contemplating
the creation and ...
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... (iii) study of Torah. Thus we connect with Hashem in 3 ways - G-d the Creator, G-d the Giver of Torah and, G-d the
Protector who is running the world according to His plan

G-d the Giver of Torah - 792 72
G-d the Protector - Tny¥1 qa
G-d the Creator (see R. Sherman’s introduction to the ArtScroll Siddur) - 157N MY NANGY NPIMN DNV DY T2

Consider other examples of these 3 major themes in Judaism

G-d as Creator G-d as Giver of Torah G-d as Protector
Pesach Shavuot Succot

Avraham Yitzchak Yaakov

Frinight (Bah) Shabbat Shacharit (Bo) Shabbat Mincha (Bam)
Malchuyot Shofarot Zichronot

Yotzer Or Ahava Rabba Ga’al Yisrael

Tkarim 1 Tkarim 11 Tkarim 111

Rambam 1-5 Rambam 6-9 Rambam 10-13

(I1) SIMCHA & SECHOK - A TASTE OF THE NEXT WORLD
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The ‘laughing on the last day’ that we read in Eishet Chayil is a reference to the day of death AND, according to the
Vilna Gaon, to Shemini Atzeret
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It says ‘nagila venismecha vo’. The gila will be when we merit to delight in the shining luster of the Shechina constantly
without interruption and the simcha will be through the constant renewal of Torah and revealing of the depths of its
secrets without end. For if the pleasures of the Next World existed in only in one dimension or manifestation, the joy
and pleasure could only be felt at the beginning of its sensation, just as we see applies to pleasures of this world, where
the pleasure and enjoyment is only in the first moment. However, the pleasures of the next world increase at every
instant through additional understanding of G-d and the depth of his Torah without end. In every moment knowledge of
Him increases more and more and the desire of the soul to cleave to Him strengthens such that the excess increases
constantly. This is what Chazal call ‘The Meal of the Leviathan’. ‘Leviathan’ means cleaving [to Hashem], as in feviat
chen [accompanied by Hashem’s grace]. This too is the meaning of the expression ‘You formed the Leviathan to laugh
[/esachek] with it”. “SechoK is spontaneous simcha which comes to a person and so when we will understand and grasp
an ever-renewing knowledge of G-d in every instant we will be able to talk of ‘/esachek’ with [Leviathan] since this
language refers to spontaneous simcha

The Vilna Gaon sees the nature of the next world as one of ‘Being’ (with no lessening of sensation) rather than
‘Becoming’. In this sense, it is constant ‘spontaneity’ - the ultimate ‘schok’. On some level, this is the notion of ‘ach
sameyach’ - only simcha. It is also the concept of Leviathan. Note that Chazal compared the Next World on some level
to 3 sensations in this world - see Berachot 57b and consider how these fit with this theme of ‘Being’

(111) THE NATURE OF THE NUMBER 8 - A TASTE OF THE NEXT WORLD
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The Maharal’s thesis on the movement from 7 to 8 is well known. 7 represents the physical world (6 directions of the
spatial and one of time). 8 represents the metaphysical world of mitzvot in which we connect through our neshama. Thus
the 70 (7x10) bulls for the nations of the world then Shemini Atzeret for us. The 7 mitzvot of the Bnei Noach for the 7
days of creation of the physical world then brit milah on the 8th day. So too, S.A. represents a leap into the world of the
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metaphysical



