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(5) THE SECOND IKAR - THE UNITY OF G-D
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2. The Second Foundation is G-d’s Unity, may he be exalted; that this One, Who is the cause of [the existence
of] everything, is One. His oneness is unlike the oneness of a genus, or of a species. Nor is it like the oneness
of a single composite individual, which can be divided into many units. Nor is His oneness like that of a simple
body which is one in number but infinitely divisible. But He, may he be exalted, is One with a oneness for which
there is no comparison at all. This second foundation is attested to by the verse: "Hear Israel, The Lord our G-d
- the Lord is One” (Deut 6:4)

The Second Ikar from the Rambam’s introduction to Perek Chelek
The Rambam in his intro to Perek Chelek explains the basic parameters of this ikar - G-d’s Unity is unlike all others.
Other units can be broken down into smaller parts or are one out of a number of units. G-d’s Unity is indivisible and
all-encompassing. Clearly, this ikar goes much deeper than a simple rejection of idolatry’
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Here, in the Mishne Torah, the Rambam states that G-d’s Unity is a natural corollary to his Infinity. Anything which is
one of a number of items is by definition limited. Understanding that Unity is a positive mitzvah and denying it is the
breach of a negative mitzvah
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In the Sefer Hamitzvot, the Rambam stresses that this principle of Yichud is the reason why we were brought out of
Egypt. This is also identical with the concept of accepting G-d as a King - Ol Malchut Shamayim

1. We will see in the Fifth Ikar that idolatry comes in two different forms. The ‘weaker’ of the two is the connection with G-d through other beings. This is the
subject of the Fifth Ikar. The ‘stronger’ and even more serious form is the subject of this Ikar i.e. an understanding of G-d in a way which ascribes to Him
different attributes
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The Mitzvah of Yichud is one of the 6 ‘Constant Mitzvot’ which every Jew must fulfil at all time
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I believe with perfect faith that G-d is One. There is no unity that is in any way like His. He alone is our G-d - He was,
He is, and He will be.
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In Yigdal, the poet stresses that G-d’s unity is infinite and, consequently, He remains hidden

Points for Discussion

(i) Why is G-d’s Unity unique?

(i) Given that everything comes from G-d, how does that affect the way that we view evil, struggle and
challenges in life. Do we believe in a ‘Dark Side™?
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(i) How does it affect the way that we view the yetzer hara/satan?
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(iv) If everything in the world is from one source, how does it affect the way we view parts of life which many
regards as ‘religiously neutral’ - eg sleep, work, commuting? Consider how this should affect our kavana
when we say the Shema

(v) Can G-d exist in any sense within space or time? - see Yigdal. What is the concept of ©¥11? Would

you be able to see something which exists outside space and time? - again, see Yigdal. Why is spirituality
often compared to ‘ruach’ - wind?

(vi) Why is Yichud the reason that we were brought out of Egypt. Why does it make us different to others.
How does it impact on our lives in a day-to-day way?

(vii) A philosophical question: given that G-d has an absolute Unity, how does this affect the way in which we
can positively describe Him? If I say ‘G-d is Great’, does that imply two aspects of G-d: (i) Him and (ii) how
he is.
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(viii) What kind of G-d do we believe in. Is it possible for us to understand anything positively about G-d 'He
is X" or only negatively - ‘We don’t know what He IS but we know that He is NOT X'. (Note that the concept
‘Infinite’ is a negative - INfinite - PO PN). See the attached extract from Moreh Nevuchim 1:58.

On the subject of the Rambam’s negative theology see the following article -
www.hashkafacircle.com/journal/R1 RT Neg.pdf and also audio shiurim at
www.hashkafacircle.com/shiurim/category/moreh-nevuchim/

(ix) What is wrong with the concept of the Trinity, based on this Ikar?



