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THE 13 IKARIM
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(4) THE FIRST IKAR - G-D AS CREATOR - PART 2
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A] YEDIYAH AND EMUNAH
A1] Knowledge
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There is a significant debate between the Rishonim as to whether ‘Anochi’ is a mitzvah or a reality which underpins the
mitzvot. As we saw in shiur 3, Rambam understands it as a mitzvah. So too does the Sefer Hachinuch, who states that
the mitzvah is to know (yediyah) and ‘believe’ (emunah) that there is a G-d
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At the start of the Mishne Torah, the Rambam rules that there is a mitzvah to know that G-d exists
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In the Sefer Hamitzvot, the Rambam describes the first mitzvah as to have ‘emunah’ in G-d." What is the difference?

DN P20 NMaYNN I 921 N YT Ni12Y 52 2D N¥IN WD DY 172 INTIY) TIAN SPON NN Y1 )2 NNoY NHN) 4.
TY2 TOOIP NIYN ON) T7 N¥D MY

v:ND ‘N 0N 2T
Shlomo is commanded by G-d to “know” Him
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The Malbim explains that, when it comes to matters of understanding G-d, it is not sufficient to rely solely on tradition.
One must also try to understand these issues in a logical and rational way

ny»p = knowledge’ based on rationality and intellectualism

The mitzvah of ‘Anochi’, according to the Rambam and Chinuch is not just to ‘believe’ in G-d but to come to an
intellectual awareness of the NATURE of G-d - as First Cause etc etc . We will see in the Second and Third Ikar that
our actual positive awareness of the essence of G-d will be very limited

1. Although we saw in the last sheet that use of the word NN in this translation of the Sefer Hamitzvot is questionable
2. See also Bereishit 4:1 for an indicator of the potential intimacy of such knowledge
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A2] Emunah
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Avraham had ‘Emunah’ in G-d. This was not a cognitive act of awareness or even a declaration of faith in G-d
existence. It is a expression of confidence in and commitment to G-d
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Moshe’s hands were ‘Emunah’ - ie faithful to the task that they were given
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G-d complains to Moshe that the Jewish people have no Emunah. This is not belief in G-d’s existence but faithfulness to
‘carry through’ G-d’s mission
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G-d is described as ‘Emunah’ - ie faithful to His promises to the Jewish people

mmn = “faithful commitment”, not cognitive or intellectual, but not anti-intellectual or irrational
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The Ramban (like the Rambam) understands the expression Anochi as a mitzvah. However, according to Ramban, the
mitzvah is to accept of the IMPLICATIONS of G-d’s existence and involvement in the world - ie acceptance of the
responsibility of following the mitzvot

Our relationship with G-d must be based (i) on rational understanding - yediyah, and (ii) deep commitment and
faithfulness to live by the knowledge that we have - emuna.

Yediyah is ‘belief that’, implying the knowledge of facts. This does not however prevent ‘cognitive dissonance’ - I believe
that the chocolate fudge cake is bad for me yet I eat it anyway! Emunah is ‘belief in’ implying a relationship, as in - ‘I
believe in my wife’. In this case, there is no room for cognitive dissonance. [ cannot make the statement - ‘I believe in
my wife’ whilst at the same time hiring private detectives to check on her movements. That would mean very clearly that
1 did NOT believe in my wife!!’

3. For a more detailed analysis of the ‘belief that’/’belief in’ issue see Kellner - Must a Jew Believe Anything pp12-13 and notes
there
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B] BEYOND ‘PROOF’

B1] Is philosophical speculation a “Jewish” approach

11. Know that the many sciences devoted to establishing the truth regarding these matters that have existed in our

religious community have perished because of the length of the time that has passed, because of our being
dominated by the pagan nations, and because, as we have made clear, it is not permitted to divulge these
matters to all people. ....... You already know that even the legalistic science of law was not put down in writing
in the olden times because of the precept which is widely known in the nation: Words that I have communicated
to you orally, you are not allowed to put down in writing. This precept shows extreme wisdom with regard to the
Law. For it was meant to prevent what has ultimately come about in this respect: I mean the multiplicity of
opinions, the variety of schools, the confusions occurring in the expression of what is put down in writing, the
negligence that accompanies what is written down, the divisions of the people, who are separated into sects,
and the production of confusion with regard to actions. All these matters should be within the authority of the
Great Court of Law, as we have made clear in our juridical compilations and as the text of the Torah shows.
Now if there was insistence that the legalistic science of law should not, in view of the harm that would be
caused by such a procedure, be perpetuated in a written compilation accessible to all the people, all the more
could none of the mysteries of the Torah have been set down in writing and be made accessible to the people.
On the contrary they were transmitted by a few men belonging to the elite to a few of the same kind, just as I
made clear to you from their saying: The mysteries of the Torah may only be transmitted to a counsellor, wise in
crafts, and so on. This was the cause that necessitated the disappearance of these great roots of knowledge
from the nation. For you will not find with regard to them anything except slight indications and pointers
occurring in the Talmud and the Midrashim. These are, as it were, a few grains belonging to the core, which are
overlaid by many layers of rind, so that people were occupied with these layers of rind and thought that beneath
them there was no core whatever.

Moreh Nevuchim I:71*
The Rambam understands that philosophical analysis was a classical Jewish methodology but fell into disuse due to (i)
passage of time, (ii) influence of the Exile (reaction against non-Jewish culture?); (iii) the halachic restrictions on whom
this information may be passed on to. For the Rambam, such matters constitute Ma’aseh Bereishit and Ma’aseh
Merkava - the philosophy and science of the physical and metaphysical

B2] What is the purpose of philosophical analysis in the Ikarim*?

How far do philosophical proofs take us? The Cosmological Proof, more or less in the form outlined by the Rambam, has
been critiqued over the last few centuries, particularly by Kant in the Critique of Pure Reason (1787). Does that detract
from the purpose of this philosophical approaches to G-d’s existence?
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Man is created in ‘tzelem’ and ‘demut’ of G-d

13. Some have been of opinion that by the Hebrew zelem, the shape and figure of a thing is to be understood, and
this explanation led men to believe in the corporeality [of the Divine Being]: for they thought that the words "Let
us make man in our &zelem" (Gen. i. 26), implied that God had the form of a human being ...... In this chapter it
is our sole intention to explain the meaning of the words &zelem and demut.

I hold that the Hebrew equivalent of "form" in the ordinary acceptation of the word, viz., the figure and shape of
a thing, is toar. ......... This term is not at all applicable to God. The term ¢zelem, on the other hand, signifies the
specific form, viz., that which constitutes the essence of a thing, whereby the thing is what it is; the reality of a
thing in so far as it is that particular being. ...... and in the phrase "Let us make man in our fzefem" (Gen. i. 26),
the term signifies "the specific form" of man, viz., his intellectual perception, and does not refer to his
"figure" or "shape."

Demut is derived from the verb damah, "he is like." This term likewise denotes agreement with regard to some
abstract relation

4. Translation Shlomo Pines edition (Chicago, 1963)
5. Based on an analysis by Rabbi Meir Triebitz - see http://hashkafacircle.com/shiurim/ikarim/13-ikarim-02-refutation-of-kant/
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As man's distinction consists in a property which no other creature on earth possesses, viz., intellectual
perception, in the exercise of which he does not employ his senses, nor move his hand or his foot, this
perception has been compared--though only apparently, not in truth--to the Divine perception,
which requires no corporeal organ. On this account, i.e., on account of the Divine intellect with which
man has been endowed, he is said to have been made in the form and likeness of the Almighty, but
far from it be the notion that the Supreme Being is corporeal, having a material form

Moreh Nevuchim I:1
The first section of the Moreh, the Rambam explains that the creation of Man ‘in the image of G-d’ means the ability of
Man to reach conscious intellectual perception in the way (apparently) that only G-d does

14. Now when it is demonstrated that God .... is an intellect /n actv and that there is absolutely no potentiality in
Him .... so that He is not by way of sometimes apprehending and sometimes not apprehending, but is always an
intellect /n actu, it follows necessarily that He and the thing apprehended are one thing, which is His essence.
Moreover, the act of apprehension owing to which He is said to be an intellectually cognizing subject is in itself
the intellect, which is His essence. Accordingly He is always the intellect as well as the intellectually cognizing
subject and the intellectually cognized object. It is accordingly also clear [this] .... does not hold good with
reference to the Creator only, but also with reference to every intellect. Thus in us too, the intellectually
cognizing subject, the intellect, and the intellectually cognized object, are one and the same thing wherever we
have an intellect /7 actu. We, however, pass intellectually from potentiality to actuality only from time
to time. And the separate intellect too, I mean the active intellect, sometimes gets an impediment that hinders
its act

Moreh Nevuchim 1:68°
When we exercise our ‘active intellect’, in so doing we become a tzelem Elokim. Unfortunately, we rarely get to think
‘actively’ in the way that G-d does. Nevertheless, such thinking constitutes a ‘Godly’ act
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The negative mitzvah - not to hold incorrect views on the Nature of G-d - is the other side of this process and also
involves the process of thought

The 13 Ikarim, especially the first 4 which are philosophically oriented, therefore constitute an ‘active faith’, whereby the
process of thinking and analysis (irrespective of the conclusions!) represents an expression of Tzelem Elokim AND the
mitzvot of ‘Anochi’, ‘Lo Yihiyeh Lecha’ and also ‘Ahavat Hashem’
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The mitzvah of loving G-d is inextricably tied to the ability to know G-d

B3] Can we ever ‘prove’ the existence of G-d?

(a) What level of ‘proof’ would you require to ‘know’ the existence of an Infinite Being? Can it be expressed
as a percentage? 100%? 80%? 51%7?

(b) Where would you look for this ‘proof”? There are a number of traditional arguments for the existence of
G-d, including :-

(i) The Argument from Morality - whether an absolute morality is possible without G-d

6. Translation Shlomo Pines edition (Chicago, 1963)
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(ii) The Teleological Argument - “argument from design” - what is the probability that the universe with all
its fine-tuning evolved randomly - the Goldilocks Principle
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Chovot Halevavot' brings the classic argument from design in nature - the mashal of spilling random ink on a page and
producing a work of writing. All the more so the incredible depth of design in nature bespeaks a Designer
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This argument is found in Chazal in the famous Midrash of Avraham discovering the burning tower

(iii) The Cosmological Argument - what could be the logical First Cause for the existence of this finite world
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Rabbi Akiva presents this argument to a heretic

(iv) The Historical Argument - the nature of world/Jewish history

(v) The Revelation Argument - G-d revealed himself to us at Har Sinai and our unbroken tradition teaches
us this reality
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The Kuzari brings the classic argument for our commitment to G-d from the mass Revelation at Sinai and the accurate
transmission of that message through the generations

C] CONCLUSION

* Yediyah and Emunah are two separate concepts. Yediyah is intellectual and cognitive knowledge to try and understand
the Nature of G-d. Emunah is a lifestyle commitment to the implications of the reality of that knowledge

» For the Rambam the very process of Yediyah - active thinking - is a mitzvah on a number of levels - Ahavat Hashem,
Anochi, Lo Yihiyeh Lecha. It is not clear whether the Rambam is dealing at all with Yediyah per se

* For the Sefer Hachinuch - see shiur 3 - Emunah - commitment and relationship is the mitzvah of Anochi. Yediyah is the
icing on the the cake - the mitzvah in its ideal form for those who are capable of it

7. by R’ Bachya Ibn Pekuda (Spain 11C)




