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Consider the following practical questions

¢ handing into a Jewish worker a job (eg printing, sewing) which will be done on Shabbat

* a rabbi officiating at a wedding where the couple will not keep hilchot taharat mishpacha
* renting out a catering hall for a function with mixed dancing

¢ selling meat to Jews during the 9 days

¢ selling non-kosher meat to non-religious Jews

¢ selling/serving food to those who will not wash, bentch or make berachot

¢ inviting those who drive on Shabbat to attend an educational Shabbaton or a family simcha
e giving directions to a Jewish driver on Shabbat

* making Jewish drivers stop on Shabbat so you can cross the road

¢ selling clothes which are not tzanua or giving them to friends who are non-observant

¢ disciplining children who may hit back

¢ selling weapons to potential murderers
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The pasuk presents a mitzvah of not placing a block in front of the blind
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Rashi gives pshat in the pasuk as not giving bad advice. Why does Rashi not see a literal meaning in the pasuk?Consider
the use of the word ynn rather than ©wn
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When the verse says ‘fear G-d’ in a mitzvah bein adam lechavero it is communicating the notion that in many situations
one’s intentions may not be evident to others. A person could claim positive intentions when in fact they were not so. In
truth G-d is aware of all true intentions and cannot be fooled like other people! This also supports the notion that the
verse cannot be speaking about literal stumbling blocks
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The Torat Cohanim spells out the mitzvah of giving good advice. In each case there seems to be an innocent victim’
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The Rambam describes both aspects of the mitzvah - giving good advice and not helping someone to do an aveira
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It appears that there is actually no ‘literal’ pshat to this verse'. Putting a real block in front of a real blind person would
of course be prohibited, but not because of this mitzvah
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Placing physical stumbling blocks in front of people is prohibited under the mitzvah of T7n"221 ©NT DWN XN
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This may also be the simple pshat in this verse - not to misdirect a blind person
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Hitting older children is prohibited as lifnei iver in case they hit back, even though they do so on purpose and not just as
an innocent victim
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Another classic example of lifnei iver is the prohibition on lending and borrowing on interest

M7 NS W 295 KON YN 17D X2 YN (D301 PTIZY OL) XN 1D 1Ay ,(OYY) NAX NN Y M OWN 19 1.
NI NPOND DXY M IR IWOP

(°£H oY) A0 O
Rav Ashi in this gemara permits supplying items which may be used for prohibited purposes (but probably will not)

MNAIN )PTPIN NATN MIAN AN HIVPI OPINND PV DNN RNDT YHINDY ..... 122N 1N PN 121 2NN ... .1NID 12.
(505 PYTPEY H MILPH WIVH 1P 13715 HET DIEN 3P D355 PTIZLY 05 HT HIT HID D -2'EI) TP NI N9DT

oV HOUN P NN DAY
Whilst ‘Lifnei’ Iver is prohibited, ‘Lifnei D lifnei’ is not. Therefore the Gemara permits selling to people who may in turn
sell on the product for a prohibited use

1. Chazal actually associate a ‘literal’ pshat in this verse with the position of the Sadducees - see Niddah 57a
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The source in the gemara for not causing another person to do an aveira relates to not assisting an idolator to worship
his gods. The conclusion of the gemara is that ‘lifnei iver’ only applies in a situation which is ‘two sides of the river’. i.e.
you are the source of the aveira

N.B. (i) How easy does it need to be for them to get the aveira elsewhere? They already have one? They can get one
fairly easily? They could theoretically get one but in reality won't? This is a machloket between the Rishonim.
(Rashi - even theoretical availability, Meiri - only practical availability)
(ii) What if the only other source of the aveira is another Jew? (Mishne LeMelech - prohibited; Pnei Moshe - permitted)
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Tosafot in Avoda Zara bring the principle of ‘two side of the river’ and rule that one may pass a source of aveira to an
apostate Jew, even if he will do the aveira, as long as he could get access to that aveira without your assistance
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However, Tosafot in Shabbat rules that EVEN if the other Jew could do the aveira without you, nevertheless you must not
assist! They introduce here a second halachic issue - a mitzvah derabbanan of ‘messayeha’ - not to assist another Jew in
doing an aveira. (The poskim debate whether this issur of messayeha is (i) a rabbinic layer to lifnei iver, (ii) a rabbinic
application of the mitzvah of tochacha; or (iii) an independent rabbinic prohibition)
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The Rema rules both positions of Tosafot and recommends the stricter approach of the Tosafot in Shabbat, thus laying
the ground for a two-layered approach to lifnei iver - an issur min HaTorah which applies only ‘on two sides of the river’
and a separate issur derabbanan of messayeha
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The Shach (Siftei Cohen - Poland 17C) seeks to reconcile the two positions and rules that the rabbinic obligation to
actively intervene to prevent someone else sinning does not apply to a non-Jew or a ‘Yisrael Mumar’ - a Jew who has
rejected mitzvot
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The Degul Mervava understands the Shach to mean that the derabbanan does not apply if someone is doing the aveira on
purpose. This raises the interesting question today of whether non-observant Jews can be said to be transgressing
mitzvot intentionally (i.e. to what extent does intentional transgression need to come from a position of knowledge?)

Note that others’ reconcile the two positions of Tosafot by distinguishing between assistance given at a time significantly
prior to the commission of the aveira, which is permitted as long as the case is ‘one side of the river’ (i.e. they could
access the aveira without you) and assistance given right at the time of the aveira (as in the case in Shabbat), which is
prohibited in all cases.
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Women are excluded from the issur of cutting off the peot of their heads but the Shulchan Aruch rules that they may not
cut off a man’s peot
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R. Akiva Eiger rules that the derabbanan will not apply if the net result of your action is to help the sinner to do less
aveira!
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that a person may break Shabbat to rescue someone who has been kidnapped by missionaries
for conversion, even though there is no pikuach nefesh involved

DY XOYWITI RON NNDNX TMYYD 2PN YIS PN OX IPT NDINND PRy TIT7 DIVI 1D ) PNN 3"V ... - 1IN INISINY 22.
- T1NAY NIV 55N PIAND I PR NYY DN DIN X2 NNDNR PN

v D92 MvN
The Mishna Berura explains that this is because one is allowed to do an aveira in order to save someone else from doing
a bigger aveira, provided that (i) the aveira you are doing is much smaller than than the potential aveira that you are
rescuing them from, and (ii) the ‘victim’ that you are rescuing is not personally responsibile for having caused the
problem

2. Ketav Sofer (Y.D. 83) and Shu’t Binyan Tzion (15)
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Rav Moshe raises another concern - the issur of ‘Maisit’ ie. enticing another Jew to do an aveira. Thus he absolutely
prohibits inviting people to an event on Shabbat when they live far away and effectively will have to drive

The Lifnei Iver ‘Checklist’
1. Is the situation “one side of the river” - i.e. can they do the same aveira without your help?

If NO - issur min hatorah; If YES - no issur min hatorah, but there may be an issur derabbanan

2. Is there an issur derabbanan? YES, unless you can rely on one of the following kulot:-
(a) Are they a non-Jew or a non-observant Jew? (Shach)
(b) Even if they are observant are they doing this aveira on purpose? (Degul Mervava)
(c) Will the aveira happen immediately following your help or only (and maybe) later? (Binyan Tzion)
(d) Are you saving them from an even bigger aveira (R. Akiva Eiger)

3. Can you rely on kulot? How serious is the aveira they are about to do? Issur torah? Derabbanan? Minhag?

Mekorot for further study

* printing on Shabbat by Jewish employees - (Binyan Tzion 1:15)

* rabbi officiating at wedding where the couple will not keep hilchot taharat mishpacha - (Meishiv Davar 2:32)
e catering a function with mixed dancing - (Iggrot Moshe Y.D. 1:72)

¢ supplying meat during 9 days - (Yechaveh Da’at 3:38)

¢ selling non-kosher meat to non religious Jews - (Meishiv Davar 2:31-32)

¢ serving food to those who will not wash - (Minchat Shlomo 35:1)

¢ inviting those who drive on Shabbat to an educational Shabbaton (/ggrot Moshe O.C. 99)




