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CHANUKAH
GREEK WISDOM AND THE INNER LIGHT
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The beginning of creation is focused on the creation of light - even though the sun and moon had not yet been established
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Rashi comments that the Original Light was not physical light but was set aside exclusively for the tzaddikim in the future
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The Original Spiritual Light burned for Adam and Chava for 36 hours and it gave them both total insight
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Our 36 candles are a zecher to that light

DYYTP DY YNRYN AN MON NN 1NN N MYN 71720 HINY ;21N P2 NIV PA NONN NI WNRNYND NORY ... 5.
DYVYTP DV LRYN PNNY D WY MON ,DIND TiNdD D

(92NDN Y127) N PYD HWIN PO OON HMN PIY 1Y
The Shulchan Aruch rules that we are not allowed to use the light of the Chanukah candles, even for a kedusha use
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The Ben Ish Chai explains kabbalistically that using the Chanukah lights introduces negative ‘chitzoni’ - external -
forces to the Spiritual Light. Our Chanukah lights represent the Spiritual Light and NOT physical light
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The Greeks represented ‘Darkness’ more than any other exile since they attacked the very roots out our Spiritual
connection to the Original light - Shabbat, Milah, Torah. They attacked ‘tzidkut’ - being able to take this world, master it
and and rise above the materialism of it
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The Midrash associates the naming of Light with the deeds of the Tzaddikim
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In Tehillim too, Light is sown for the tzaddikim
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And, appropriately, there are 36 Tzaddikim in the world who connect to this Light
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The prophet Ezekiel has his vision of ‘Chashmal’ with light shining around it
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Fascinatingly, this light is understood by the Zohar to represent the Greeks!! They have light AROUND but not in them
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The Greeks are CLOSE to Emunah but not there. They are not Tzadikim but have a certain potential for tzidkut
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The actual tzaddik lives by Emunah
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As such the Zohar instructs us not to reject the Greeks entirely because of their potential
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Noach gives the beracha of beauty to Yafet and then states - ‘and HE shall dwell in the tents of Shem’
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Rashi, following Targum Onkelos, understands that verse is telling us that Hashem will dwell in the tents of Shem - ie to
the exclusion of Yafet
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Targum Yonatan however understands that the verse means that Yefet is given special beracha as long as he (ie Yefet)
dwell in the tents of Shem - ie in the context of Shem
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Thus a Sefer Torah could be written ENTIRELY in Ancient Greek and be kosher
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Rav Tzadok Hakohen of Lublin says that the Greeks represent external outer light - intellect without morality; wisdom
without obligation

See the extract from Rav S. R. Hirsch’s collected writings - on Kislev 11 pp 201-207
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The Jewish people are a Wall of morality

..... DNMNYN DI INNVIDTIN NMMN NI DNNYN MDA NN DY INAP) ONY 24,

NS YN
In Maoz Tzur we sing that the Greeks broke down our wall
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The Greeks made 13 breaches in the ‘Serug’ which is the dividing fence between the area of the Temple open to non-Jews
and the inner area open only to Jews. Chazal instituted 13 special prostrations in the Temple in parallel to the breaches
made by the Greeks
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The Greeks tried to blur the distinctions between Jew and non-Jew - all part of the intellect without kedusha
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Addendum - Extra Sources
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Know my masters that no man should belicve auything
unicss anested by onc of three principles. First, rational proof
a3 in mathematical sciencew; secondly, the perception by ose of
the five sentes; for iustance, the detection of color by onc's
eves, taste by the tongue, touch to distinguish between hot and
cold, hesring between clear and confused sounds and smell
between that which is  distasteful or pleasant; and  thiedly,
tradition derived from the prophets and the rightecus. It is
accordingly incumbeni upon évery wise person W investigate
his doctrinal bellcfs and classify thom according to one of the
three basic sources from  which they are drawn, namely,
tradition. scnsation or rational insights. One. however, who
groumds his belief in =ny otbcr but onc of those guiding
principles Scripturcs refers to him as “the simple belleveth
every word” (Prov. 14:15).

Rambam’s Letter to the Chachamim of Marseilles




