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CHANUKAH

GREEK WISDOM AND THE INNER LIGHT
t�ga, vfubj

1.h¬�b �P�k 	g , 
p­
j 	r �n ohe«k�t 	jUŕ �u oI ·v �, h́�b �P�k 	g Q 
J ­j �u Uv« ºc"u ÆUv«̧, v¬",�h%"v . 
r À"t "v �u c :. 
r%"t "v ,¬�t �u o*h­	n "+ 	v ,¬�t ohe«k�t t "́r"C ,h­*Jt �r �C t

�h *v�h ohe«k�t r 
nt«¬H 	u d :o*h%"N 	vrI·t�h *v�h%	u rI �t�, 
t ohe«k�t t �r̄	H 	u s :rI �t �v ih¬�C ohe«k�t k´�S �c	H	u cI ·y�h *F rI �t �vt "̧r �e*H 	u v :Q 
J %«j 	v ih¬�cU 

ohe«k�t�rIt�k s%"j 
t oI¬h r 
e« ­c�h *v�h%	u c 
r¬
g�h *v�h%	u v"k�h·"k t "r "́e Q 
J ­«j	k �u oIºh 
v-t:t ,hatrc

The beginning of creation is focused on the creation of light - even though the sun and moon had not yet been established 

2.kschu cuy hf rutv ,t ohvkt trhu-  ///  tck sh,gk ohehsmk ukhscvu ohgar uc an,avk htsf ubhta uvtr
 s:t ,hatrc h"ar

Rashi comments that the Original Light was not physical light but was set aside exclusively for the tzaddikim in the future 

3.,ca hkhkc vrag oh,au ,ca crgc vrag oh,a iuatrv ouhc ,trcba vrutv v,ut vanha ,uga aau ohaka /// 
 ,cac vrag oh,auupux sgu okugv ;uxn uc yhcn iuatrv ost vhvu /// 
(c ruy ch ;s)  v:j ,ufrc hnkaurh

The Original Spiritual Light burned for Adam and Chava for 36 hours and it gave them both total insight 

4.,hatrc vagnc vrutv vanhaa ,uga u;kk znr ?,urb u;k vnku /// ,urb u;k vfubjc ihehksnu
vfubj ,ufkv - jeur

Our 36 candles are a zecher to that light

5.vause ka ahna, whpt 'ruxt vrutk i,ubnk ut ,ugn eusck whptu 'kujc ihc ,cac ihc vfubj rbc an,avk ruxta /////
vause ka ahna,c rh,na hn ahu `ruxt 'vrutk sunkk iudf

(rcjnv hrcs) t ;hgx dgr, inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch rules that we are not allowed to use the light of the Chanukah candles, even for a kedusha use

6. /// kuj ahna, ihc vause ahna, ihc vrutk an,avk ruxtuzjt,ha 'kusd odp vaug vrutn vbvb ot suxv hpfu
iuhkg rutc ohbumhjv

s�h ,ut (vfubj) cahu �p �t vba -  hj aht ic

The Ben Ish Chai explains kabbalistically that using the Chanukah lights introduces negative ‘chitzoni’ - external -

forces to the Spiritual Light.  Our Chanukah lights represent the Spiritual Light and NOT physical light

7.uv, v,hv .rtvu - /// kcc ,ukd vzuvcu /// hsn ,ukd vz -  - laujuivh,urhzdc ktrah ka ovhbhg vfhajva iuh ,ukd vz 
 /ktrah hvktc ekj ofk ihta ruav ire kg uc,f 'ovk ,rnut v,hva - ouv, hbp kg  vgarv ,fknn ,ukd vz 

 ic a"r s:c varp vcr ,hatrc

The Greeks represented ‘Darkness’ more than any other exile since they attacked the very roots out our Spiritual

connection to the Original light - Shabbat, Milah, Torah.  They attacked ‘tzidkut’ - being able to take this world, master it

and and rise above the materialism of it
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8.  - ouh rutk ohekt trehu ohehsm ka ivhagn ukt
 j:d vcr ,hatrc

The Midrash associates the naming of Light with the deeds of the Tzaddikim

9.v%"j �n *G c¬�k�h �r �J*h�kU eh·*S 	M	k 	g Ér"z rI ­t
th:z�m ohkhv,

In Tehillim too, Light is sown for the tzaddikim

10. rntba 'ouh kfc vbhfa hpt hkcens hehsm t,hau ih,k,n tnkg ,ujp tk :hhct rnt(k uvhgah)  uk hfuj kf hratu"k -
 uuv t,hau ih,k, thrynhdc

:vn vfux

And, appropriately, there are 36 Tzaddikim in the world who connect to this Light

11. , 	j º	E	k �, *n J´�t �u ÆkIs"D i³"b"g iI Àp"M 	v�i *n v "́t"C v ¹"r"g �x 	jUŗ Áv�B *v �u t 
r ¿�t"uch·*c "x I­k V%	d«¬b �uJ%�t "v QI¬T *n k­	n �J 	j%	v ih¬�g �F V º"fIT *̧nU 
s:t ktezjh

The prophet Ezekiel has his vision of ‘Chashmal’ with light shining around it 

12.chcx uk vdbu uvc ch,fs vdb uvc tku vdub iuk trjxs iuh ,ufkn uvht ts chcx 
 c sung dx ;s ur,h ,arp asj rvuz

Fascinatingly, this light is understood by the Zohar to represent the Greeks!!  They have light AROUND but not in them

13.oun vc iht rat(c:yh rcsnc)t,ubnhvn hjrtk ihchre iubhts iuh ,ufkn ts 
/zkr hsuep �p c lrf rvuz

The Greeks are CLOSE to Emunah but not there.  They are not Tzadikim but have a certain potential for tzidkut

14.v%
h �j*h I¬,"bUn�t
C eh­*S 	m �u ///
s:c euecj

The actual tzaddik lives by Emunah

15.chcx uk vdb uctxns tryx tkt ts tryx ,hks cd kg ;ts tbphkut tfvn //// chcx uk vdbab rck vhk lhrymt tku 
ts kgu tbke vhc tdvbtk lhrymt tku vhk ,ht t,ubnhvns vauses tryx 'chcx uk vdbs ihdc y"n 'rck vhk thhjsk

t,ubnhvns vauses tryxc tekuj vhk cvhnk lhrymt
  c sung sme ;s kvehu ,arp c lrf rvuz

As such the Zohar instructs us not to reject the Greeks entirely because of their potential

16./// o·�J�h�kSv%"t �C i« ­F �J*h �u , 
pº
h�k Æohe«k�t �T �p³	h
zf:y ,hatrc

Noach gives the beracha of beauty to Yafet and then states - ‘and HE shall dwell in the tents of Shem’ 

17.////oa hbfanc vh,bhfa hrahu ,phk hh h,ph
 zf euxp y erp ,hatrc xukebut

18. ktrahc u,bhfa vrah - oa hkvtc iufahu
oa h"ar

Rashi, following Targum Onkelos, understands that verse is telling us that Hashem will dwell in the tents of Shem - ie to

the exclusion of Yafet
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19.:iIv�k sh *cTg i 	g"b �f h �vh *u o �J �s t "J "r �s 
n �C iUr �J*h �u hIb �C iUrh�h	d �,*h �u , 
p
h �s Vh �nUj �T "h�h r 	P �J	h 
 zf euxp y erp ,hatrc i,buh oudr,

Targum Yonatan however understands that the verse means that Yefet is given special beracha as long as he (ie Yefet)

dwell in the tents of Shem - ie in the context of Shem

20. ,hbuuh tkt uc,fha urh,v tk ohrpxc ;t :rnut kthknd ic iugna icr /,hruat tkt ,uc,fb ibht ,uzuznu ihkp,u
:j vkhdn

Thus a Sefer Torah could be written ENTIRELY in Ancient Greek and be kosher

21.rnt - kthknd ic iugna icrs tngy htn :ibjuh hcr rntu /kthknd ic iugna icrf vfkv :ibjuh hcr rnt uvct hcr rnt
 tre(wy ,hatrc) oa hkvtc ifahu ,phk ohvkt ,phoa hkvtc uhvh ,ph ka uhrcs - 

 c sung y ;s vkhdn ,fxn hkcc sunk,

 iuh + m =iuhm

22.

                

�j hbhna �p ehsm hrp

Rav Tzadok Hakohen of Lublin says that the Greeks represent external outer light - intellect without morality; wisdom

without obligation

 See the extract from Rav S. R. Hirsch’s collected writings - on Kislev II pp 201-207

23. /////,I·k "S �d *N 	F h­	s "J �u v º"nIj h́*bTt(h:j a;va)ohcuy ohagnu ,umn shngbu vnuj ubt g"acr v"cev hbpk ktrah urnt - vnuj hbt 
vnujf

 j varp vcr ohrhav rha

The Jewish people are a Wall of morality

24.///// ohbnav kf utnyu hksdn ,unuj umrpu    ohbnaj hnhc hzt hkg umceb ohbuh
rum zugn

In Maoz Tzur we sing that the Greeks broke down our wall

25.vrag aka osdbf urzdu oursdu urzj iuh hfkn oumrpa oa uhv ,umrp vrag akau ohjpy vrag vucd drux ubnn ohbpk
 //// ,uhuj,av

 d:c ,ushn vban

The Greeks made 13 breaches in the ‘Serug’ which is the dividing fence between the area of the Temple open to non-Jews

and the inner area open only to Jews.  Chazal instituted 13 special prostrations in the Temple in parallel to the breaches

made by the Greeks

26.uc umrp ohbuhv if khcaca ///// ktrah ihcu wv ,hcc kkp,vk ihxbfbv ohcfuf hscugv ihc kscvu ouen ,,k tuva /////
,usuvk vhuj,av rsd kf kg ube, orsdk ufzu ktrah urzjaf lfku /hnhbp r,uh tucn o,ut khscvk vagbu khtuv ,umrp

cuy hf wvk
d:c ,ushn cuy ouh ,upxu,

The Greeks tried to blur the distinctions between Jew and non-Jew - all part of the intellect without kedusha
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Addendum - Extra Sources

27.iuseun xursbxfktn ubhvkt ,hc ,t ohh,uf uaeca ouh /spxnk tks ']tuv[ ohzrd rv ouh ],cyc[ vanju ohragc
'ung ktrah hrhehnu 'vbuvf hsdcc ;yg,bu 'vbuvf hsdc ack ?vag vn /ehsmv iugna ,t ughsuvu utc /ovk ub,bu uchrjvk
sung vkga iuhf /rjav sung vkga sg vz smn ohfkuv ukkvu vz smn ohfkuv ukkv vkhkv kfu 'ivhshc rut ka ,ueuctu
vtra iuhf /vzc vz ugdpu 'vnj vjrz xryphybtk ghdva iuhf /lc usrna ohsuvh :uk urnt ?ukkv hn :ovk rnt rjav
ka ubeuhs ,uns :ovk rnt ?vz hsuvhk vuj,ah l,unf kusd lkn :uk urnt /uhbpk vuj,avu u,cfrnn srh 'ehsmv iugnak
crj, tka l,ufkn kgu lhkg uc ohkkp,na ,hc rapt :urnt - ?o,tc vnk :ovk rnt - /h,njkn ,hcc hbpk ,jmbn vz
 ofhshc ohruxn ov hrv :ovk rnt - /lhbpk ohsnuga ukkv ohh,uf :uk urnt - ?ukkv hn :ovk rnt - ?uchrjvk ohhud lug,h

/yx tnuh

28.'ohgarv uhshnk,u tuv cuajk u,gs xhdvu 'uk adrunv h,kuz rcs kf ahjfv rat hbuhv hrjt ohfanbv gcyc ohnfj,nv
:,nt ubbht u,rcxc tuv uhkt dhav tka ihbg kf hf

j:zy trehu i"cnr 

29. vru, iht ohudc vhrau vfkn(y:c vfht) s"vv 'ihnt, ohudc vnfj ah ost lk rnth ot /vbuc,u oustn ohnfj h,sctvu
uag rvn (j t vhscug) ch,fs 'ihnt, kt ohudc vru, ah 'vru, iht ohudc vhrau vfkn /

 y:c varp vcr vfht

30.rack u,nfjn i,ba lurc rnut - okugv ,unut hnfj 'uhtrhk u,nfjn ekja lurc rnut ktrah hnfj vturv :ibcr ub,
 osu

/jb ,ufrc

31.kct ekj wk rnt lfk ,hkf, h,kc thv hf v,buf, sg tck t"t vru,c ktrah hnfj ,nfja hpk rcsc ogy i,b k"z h"nru
,unka kg ikuf ivu ,unfjv kf ovk i,hba vb,n iuak lhha lfhpk i,hkf, sg tck rapt ohcfuf hscug hnfj ,nfj
vru,v vban ,t uk c,fu a"nf wv ,ru,c lknv sucf ods ineks ohfkn ,ufrcc hnb ohfhha uhv ohngy hbv kfu i,hkf,

hgha, erp - ,ufrc y"uh hbsgn rpx

 

32.oh,yek ohbhbg ov obnt /oh,asja ohaurp tku hnmgn oh,hsca ohrcs obht /// ukt oherpc rnt rat ohrcsva gsu
hbc vcrv hrucjnu - ohasjvu ohbunsev if-od ohpuxukhpv hrcsnu  /ovhrucjn o,kuzu sunk,u ,uarsnc ohnfj hrcsn

!vrnta hnn ,ntv gnau  /ost
oherp vbunak vnsev - o�cnr

33.

Rambam’s Letter to the Chachamim of Marseilles


