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YOM HA'ATZMAUT
CAPTURING THE ESSENCE OF THE DAY
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A] HALLEL - A RISKY VENTURE

The question of whether or not to say Hallel on Yom Ha’atzmaut cannot simply be resolved by staying on the ‘safe side’
and doing nothing. Failing to say Hallel when it is needed is a serious problem
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King Chizkiyahu failed to become Mashiach due to his failure to sing Shira as as result of the miraculous success and
victory that he had over his enemies
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On the other hand, over-saying Hallel is a mockery of Hashem!

B] OBLIGATIONS - THE CHANUKAH PRECEDENT
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The early Nevi’im instituted Hallel as a necessary response to thank Hashem for saving the Jewish people
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Rashi brings Chanukah as an example
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According to the Chatam Sofer, fixing a day of celebration on the anniversary of a national miracle is a mitzvah min
haTorah which we learn from the mitzvah of saying the Haggada! Creating new holidays for other reasons is a problem
and the Chatam Sofer even casts doubt on the validity of the ‘new’ holiday of the Hilula of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai on
Lag BaOmer!
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C] RESERVATIONS - THE PURIM PRECEDENT
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The Gemara brings 3 reason why we do not say Hallel on Purim (i) the miracle did not happen in Eretz Yisrael; (ii) we
DO say Hallel - in the form of the Megilla; (iii) we do not say Hallel since we were not FULLY redeemed

How would this impact of the issue of Israeli Independence - were we ‘fully redeemed’. What about according to the
other opinions?
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The Meiri rules that individuals or communities which are redeemed should institute Hallel without a beracha. (Hallel
with a beracha is reserved for the redemption of the whole nation)

Again, how does this impact on Yom Ha atzmaut - were the entire people redeemed or only some. In the Chanukah story,
was the whole nation redeemed? What is ‘total redemption’ - does it depend on numbers, Temple?

Who is included in 'the whole nation’? Some poskim bring a proof from the mitzva of the Chatat brought by the
Sanhedrin when the majority of the Jewish people sinned. This includes only those living in Eretz Yisrael! So too a
salvation for the Nation is measured only by those living in E.Y.

Note that the ruling of the Meiri on Hallel is NOT brought as halacha in the Rambam or the Shulchan Aruch. Does this
means that it is not to be followed?
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The Magen Avraham does bring the halacha that individuals or communities should declare a private ‘Purim’ to
celebrate auspicious dates on which they were redeemed. There are a number of famous examples of people who did
this, such as the Chayei Adam, who declared a private ‘Purim’ every year on the anniversary of the day that he and his
family were saved from a terrible fire

D] HOW STRONG DOES ‘GEULA’ NEED TO BE?

(i) Is an open miracle needed?

Yes, according to the Maharatz Chayut (Shabbat 21b), hence the miracle of the oil on Chanukah and not just the military
victory. But how does this fit with Purim? We do not see that Chazal reject Hallel on Purim due to the lack of an open
miracle.

Also, were there open miracles in 1948? 1967?

(ii) Is the current security situation a reason NOT to say Hallel?

Yes, according to some - see Rav Ovadia Hadaya (Teshuvot Yaskil Avdi O.C. 10:7) and others, However ....
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The Talmud explicitly states that the war leading up to Mashiach will itself be part of the geula
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(iii) Is it permitted to innovate new holidays now?

(iv) How does the current spiritual situation in Israel impact on the debate?

E] CAN WE IGNORE IT
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e Issues of Hakarat Hatov - to G-d, the Army, the State?

F] COMPROMISE OPTIONS

(i) Half Hallel
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The halacha includes the concept of a quasi-Hallel - ‘Half Hallel’ which does not have the halachic parameters of Hallel.
We say this on Rosh Chodesh. Given its status as ‘minhag’ there is a halachic debate as to whether to make a beracha

(ii) Hallel without a beracha

* just tehilim?
* a change in the format of tefila? Is that a problem?

G] SUMMARY OF RATIONALES (courtesy of Hirhurim)

Against reciting Hallel

o] Ideological Objections

§ The establishment of the State of Israel is viewed negatively; there is no value, religious or otherwise
in a State without the Messiah.

§ There is no significant religious value in a State that is not run according to Jewish Law.

§ While significant in may ways, the State of Israel is not inherently religiously or estachatologically
important.

o Technical Objections

§ The war has not ended; people are still suffering and dying.

§ Even if the establishment of the State is considered the start of the redemptive process, Hallel should
be reserved for the ultimate redemption.

§ It is inappropriate to add any festivals to the calendar to mark events in Jewish history (one may

[perhaps should] intend that the Hallel on 1 lyyar incorporate the miracles surrounding the
establishment of the State).
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In favor of reciting Hallel:
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Half Hallel
The introduction of Hallel into the services should follow the model of Rosh Hodesh.
While it is appropriate to say Hallel, the Talmud (Shabbat 118b) warns against reciting Hallel “each

day.” This warning only applies to the complete Hallel.

Full Hallel with a blessing:

The day is established as a real holiday.

A blessing is appropriate for the initiation of the redemptive process.

The miraculous nature of the founding of the State demands a blessing.

The miracles occurred for all of kelal Yisrael, halakhically defined.

Should depend on the community's practice with regard to reciting half Hallel on Rosh Hodesh.

Full Hallel without a blessing:

In theory it would be appropriate, but practically unwise and should not be done

The Chief Rabbinate ruled to recite Hallel without a blessing.

Out of respect for the “Hareidi” rabbis who opposed saying anything at all (as a compromise).
Not to promulgate unnecessary dispute.

Inherently inappropriate to recite a blessing:

Safek berakhah le-vattalah.

The miracles did not occur to all of kelal Yisrael.

The joy of the establishment of the State was mixed with tragedy.

The lack of Jewish character of the current State and lack of Jewish awareness by a majority of its
inhabitants militate against a complete expression of joy.

A congregation should not recite a blessing, but individuals who choose, may do so.

The enemies of the State continue in their belligerency; the wars have not effectively ended.

When to say Hallel

At night

Since the vote in the United Nations was at midnight, it is appropriate to recite Hallel (without a
blessing) in the evening as well.

After shemoneh esrei

Hallel should be recited at the same point in the service that it is recited on other festivals

After the conclusion of services

“Al pi ha-sod” it is preferable not to introduce any breaks into the standard order of prayer services
that were not instituted by the Sages to be done on those specific days.

Even from a more traditional perspective, it is still inappropriate to change the order of the prayer
service.

The redemption is, as yet, incomplete and therefore Hallel should be delayed until the conclusion of
services.

After kaddish titkabal one may recite Hallel since the main section of the services has ended and there
is some hesitation to introduce it into the normal order.



