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CRASH COURSE IN ORAL LAW
2011 SUMMER SEMINAR AT MRC

PART 4 - RISHONIM, ACHARONIM AND MODERN PSAK
vhju kjr ,arsn rbnx

OVERVIEW OF THE 4 PERIODS OF MESORAH

PERIOD I: MATAN TORAH (1313 BCE) TO PURIM (356 BCE): AGE OF TANACH; PROPHECY; PRE-GALUT

PERIOD II: PURIM (356 BCE) TO THE SEALING OF THE TALMUD (C.500 CE): AGE OF CHAZAL; 

CRYSTALLIZATION AND FORMALIZATION OF ORAL LAW; MISHNA; GEMARA

PERIOD III: SEALING OF TALMUD (C500 CE) TO SHULCHAN ARUCH (C1500): ANALYSIS AND DEFINITION OF 

PRACTICAL HALACHA; CODIFICATION; GEONIM; RISHONIM 

PERIOD IV: SHULCHAN ARUCH (1500 CE) TO PRESENT DAY: UNIFIED PSAK; ACHARONIM

A] THE SEALING OF THE TALMUD BAVLI - x�av ,nh,j

1. vtruv ;ux tbhcru hat cr 'vban ;ux i,b hcru hcr 
/up tghmn tcc

Rebbi and Rabbi Natan (c.200 CE) were the generation to bring about the ‘end of the period of “Mishna”’.   Rav Ashi

and Ravina (c.450 CE) brought about the ‘end of hora’ah’.  We will see in this shiur what that means.

2. /tsunk, ohh,xtu vtruv ;ux vhnuhcu hxuh cr lkn vhr,cu
 htrucx ibcr :iutd trhra cr ,rdht

Rav Sherira Gaon (10C) wrote a historical document outlining the transmission on Torah to his day. In it he writes that

the talmud was finally completed but the Savoraim (see below) in the time of R. Yosei (around 515 CE)

 

3.ohhtu ,uumek ughdvu r,h ruzhp ,umrtv kfc ktrah urzp,b ubc hnhc urndu trndv rcja hat cr ka ihs ,hc rjtu
ovh,uchahc sunkk ktrah uxbfb tku vru, sunk, ygn,bu ,uxhhdc ohfrsv uac,abu okugc vyye v,cru oheujrv
ihexugu vbhsnu vbhsn kfcu rhgu rhg kfc true wv rat ohshrav ohshjh ohmce,n tkt osuen uhva unf ,uccru ohpkt
vbhsn kfc trndv rjt snga ihs ,hc kfu /tuv lthv ypanv lrs ovn ohgsuhu okuf ohnfjv hruchjc ohbhcnu vru,c
ovh,ucaun eujr hbpn ktrah kfc uhagn uyap tk ,ucr ,ubhsn hbck ut u,bhsn hbck dhvbv ut ihe,v ut rzdu vbhsnu

/ohfrsv aucau
 o"cnrk vezjv shk vnsev

The Rambam brings the reason for the sealing for the Talmud.  After the time, the major academies in Bavel ceased to

function as they had up to then.  The Jews were scattered and persecuted and could not formulate the principals of Torah

which would binds the whole nation.  As the world slipped into the Dark Ages, roads became perilous and

communication broke down.  After that time, gezeirot and takanot would only be local - for groups of Jews - and never

for the whole Jewish people.

B] GEONIM 600-1000

C] RISHONIM 1000-1500

D] SHULCHAN ARUCH 1550

E] ACHARONIM 1500-PRESENT


