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CRASH COURSE IN ORAL LAW

2011 SUMMER SEMINAR AT MRC

PART 4 - RISHONIM, ACHARONIM AND MODERN PSAK
PN 909 DY NP

OVERVIEW OF THE 4 PERIODS OF MESORAH
PERIOD I: MATAN TORAH (1313 BCE) TO PURIM (356 BCE): AGE OF TANACH; PROPHECY; PRE-GALUT

PERIOD II: PURIM (356 BCE) TO THE SEALING OF THE TALMUD (C.500 CE): AGE OF CHAZAL;
CRYSTALLIZATION AND FORMALIZATION OF ORAL LAW; MISHNA; GEMARA

PERIOD III: SEALING OF TALMUD (C500 CE) TO SHULCHAN ARUCH (C1500): ANALYSIS AND DEFINITION OF
PRACTICAL HALACHA; CODIFICATION; GEONIM; RISHONIM

PERIOD IV: SHULCHAN ARUCH (1500 CE) TO PRESENT DAY: UNIFIED PSAK; ACHARONIM
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Rebbi and Rabbi Natan (c.200 CE) were the generation to bring about the ‘end of the period of “Mishna”’. Rav Ashi
and Ravina (c.450 CE) brought about the ‘end of hora’ah’. We will see in this shiur what that means.
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Rav Sherira Gaon (10C) wrote a historical document outlining the transmission on Torah to his day. In it he writes that
the talmud was finally completed but the Savoraim (see below) in the time of R. Yosei (around 515 CE)
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The Rambam brings the reason for the sealing for the Talmud. After the time, the major academies in Bavel ceased to
function as they had up to then. The Jews were scattered and persecuted and could not formulate the principals of Torah
which would binds the whole nation. As the world slipped into the Dark Ages, roads became perilous and

communication broke down. After that time, gezeirot and takanot would only be local - for groups of Jews - and never
for the whole Jewish people.

B] GEONIM 600-1000

C] RiISHONIM 1000-1500

D] SHULCHAN ARUCH 1550

E] ACHARONIM 1500-PRESENT




