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THE HALACHIC OBLIGATION AND LIMITATION ON CHESED
90 90,1279 M
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Chesed is one of the central supports of the entire world
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The Torah itselfis ‘framed’ by acts of Chesed - at the start with Adam and Chava and at the end with Moshe

AJ] Chesed - Bein Adam Lechavero
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The passuk of Ahavat Re’im raises some difficult questions, including (i) why does it come after the mitzvot not to bear a
grudge or take revenge; (ii) what is love, (iii) how can it be commanded; (iv) why 9979 and not J¥2 W ; (v) who is your
Y, (vi) what does ‘like yourself” mean; (vii) why ‘I am Hashem’
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Rashi brings Rabbi Akiva - Klal gadol beTorah. Consider the implications of ‘klal’ and how this mitzvah manifests (i)
together with other mitzvot or aveirot; and (ii) in many specific applications - see 15 below
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Targum Unkelos is a direct translation ...

N NIN TP TAYN XD T2 N0 TN DT TIAND NI 6.

oY HNONY 2 1M 0N
... but Targum Yonatan raises some interesting new issues!
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Hillel reduced the essence of Judaism to not doing to others what you would not have done to you
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The Maharsha explains that we learn this from the negative context of the mitzvah - connected with ‘do not take revenge’.
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Thus the chiuv is NOT TO be inconsiderate, rude etc. Performing active kind deeds is a mitzvah kiyumit - ie a full
mitzvah if you do it but without a Torah obligation to do it (but see 15 below)
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The Sefer Mitzvot Hagadol (Sma’g) also formulates the mitzvah in this ‘negative’ way and links this into the juxtaposition
in the verse with the mitzvah for taking revenge. Note also that the classification of the mitzvah as a ‘klal’ also connects
it to the detailed ‘pratim’ of the previous verses and, according to the hermeneutic rules of interpretation, would mean
that the klal should be qualified by the essential nature of the pratim - not to offend others

The Smag also gives something of an underlying hashkafic basis fot the mitzvah - that the Jewish people are all deeply
connected - limbs in one great body. Consider the nature of KLAL Yisrael, the idea that the Shechina only rests on a

tzibbur and also the concept of ™2 Y ©29Y DRI D5
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The Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvot describes the mitzvah in very practical terms - wanting for others what you want for
yourself and what they want for themselves
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In the Yad, Rambam takes a similar line
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Contrast the mitzvah of Ahavat Hashem which must involve emotion
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In the Yad, Ramban describes what emotion is required for Ahavat Hashem - total lovesickness!
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Ramban on Chumash proves that the passuk cannot be read literally and raises the tricky issue of ‘Chayecha Kodmin’
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We saw above that the chiuv of Ahavat Reim is essentially negative.- not to act towards others in a way that you wouldn’t
want people to act towards you. There is however a kivum of the mitzvah min Hatorah by acting in any way which shows
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chesed to others. In addition, Chazal created new chiuvim miderabbanan to do chesed in certain situations - e.g.
hachnasat orchim, bikur cholim etc.

B] Chesed - Bein Adam Lemakom
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This was also one of the first realizations that Am Yisrael had of their relationship with Hashem - at Yam Suf
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Yitro instructs Moshe to teach the Jewish people chesed as a ‘derech’. This comes as an ethic imperative before it
appears as a specific mitzvah
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The Torah includes a mitzvah to be close to Hashem and to ‘stick to Him’. Note that this mitzvah all appears in ALL of
the following verses: Deut 8:6, 10:12, 11:22, 13:5, 19:9, 26:17, 28:9, 30:16
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How can we get close to Hashem who is a ‘burning fire’. The answer is to imitate Him in the way He acts towards us
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The Rambam describes the mitzvah as imitating Hashem. This is the mitzvah of tikun hamidot

So it emerges that the mitzvah of doing chesed will depend on your the kavana. It could be Ahavat Reim (if you are

doing the chesed out of an underlying concern for the person - hence ‘ahavah’) or it could be Vehalachta Bedrachav (if
you are trying to get closer to Hashem by imitating him). But it could be none................! !

C] Chesed - Halachic Limitations
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The Mishna states that there is no maximum shiur to giving chesed
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However this is only in terms of the physical effort involved. Financially, one is not required to spend more than one fifth
of one’s money on a mitzvat aseh
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If there is only enough water to save one of them, Ben Petura says that they share the water and both die. R. Akiva says
you drink all of the water and live and the other will die. But who is the halacha like?
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Rambam paskens that the chiuv to give tzedaka is only to the extent that you can ‘afford’ it. R . Moshe Feinstein sees this
as the Rambam paskening like R. Akiva - your needs take precedence
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Chazal see this passuk as a prohibition on making yourself poor. The same applies in all areas of life

NNNAD NNTP DNNNA - OINX NNND) DNHNNA ,OINX NI PRTIP 1PN - DINN N 1N ,PYN M2 DY PN 26.
19 ,1N02157 PHRTIP DINK PN - INDM2D) DINK PN ,DINK NDYIDY NHTI 1NDD - DINK NDMID )NDMD ,OINN
DN PND NATIP IND1ID DN YO

9 097

£33 11770 PO 191D PHTIP IPIBE 191> PIDED POEN NH OHE BIINH MDY PHTIP 1IND OINH MDY 1IND PV HIND - PYN N3 HY YN 27.
...... D R D 3PSO (30 »"3) I8 Wb PI
£0) 1D H3I0 HIVS H' DOIID PYVH3T NST DY 139) MY HIIBT - NINK PY N2 HY NPNVYY MNP PYN NN YV 1N TN 20 119
5o

owY
This gemara rules like Rabbi Akiva (see Ran in 26) and expands the scenario. It seems that your essential needs
(W9 ™) come before those of others - possibly even the greater needs of others. But what is ‘essential’? Consider the
following scenarios: * a minor loss to you -vs- a major loss to them; * a questionable loss to you - vs- a certain loss of
them
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But if you always place yourself first you will never give tzedaka. So Chazal expect you to find a balance between your
financial, emotional and psychological needs and giving of your money, your time and yourself to others.
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The Shulchan Aruch paskens that your needs come first BUT you are required to go ‘beyond the letter of the law’ and do
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chesed even at your own expense

E] Chesed - Acts of Kindness or Personality Type?
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Ultimately, chesed is meant to be not just acts of kindness, but the development of a personality type




