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BUILDING REDEMPTION THROUGH EXILE
s�ga, ctc �y - vhju kjr ,arsn

A] TISHA B’AV AS A DAY OF MOURNING

1.ihc cauhu 'jknc vcrj ,p uk ihthcn ctc vga, crg :htgkht hcrc vsuvh hcr ka udvbn vhv lf :cr rnt vsuvh cr rnt
 vnusu 'ohn ka iu,he vhkg v,uau 'kfutu 'ohhrhfk rub,uhbpk kyun u,na hnf

/k ,hbg,

On Tisha B’Av we are meant to feel that the deceased lays before us, awaiting burial.  This is before the shiva - before the

nechama can really begin.  This is especially true of the morning, before chatzot when the mood lifts a little

2. ihrnutu 'vruja ,ukhfxtc gerev kg vru,v ,t ihjhbna ahu /,ntv ihhs lurc rnut ctc vga,c truevu(zy:v vfht)

Ub º!Jt«r , $r´$y&g Æv(k )p*(b 'uhbpk kyun u,na ostf ihshpxnu ihgrueu'vynk ivhkxpxn ihsruha ahu 'inuen ,t ihbana ahu `
ivh,ubhe ogv unhkaha sg 'ouhv kfu vkhkv kf vzk vz ouka ihrnut ihtu /rptc ihakp,n okufu

y vfkv jh erp ohrpux ,fxn ,ubye ,u,fxn

Since the dead lays before us, the appropriate response is hesped

3. hhuks - tspxvs trdt :,aa cr rnt) h"arhhuks(ohgnuav ufcha 'apb ,ndgu hvb iuakc kue ohrvk - 

 :u ,ufrc

One focus of hesped is to raise the emotions of those listening by showing the incredible loss caused by the the death

4. vbhn gna 'tuv hcfas treh :vbhn gna ///////  ?huv hcfas treh ut huv hhjs treh 'tshpxv :uvk thgcht
 :un ihrsvbx

Another function of hesped is to give honor and respect to the dead.  But WHO is the dead lying before us on Tisha B’Av?

5.Ubt *(y (j h¬/F Ub(k t¬(b2h«u *t Ub º!Jt«r , $r´$y&g Æv(k )p*(b
zy:v vfht

Our grief is caused by our own shortcomings!

6. :rntba !oh,n ihhure ivhhjca ohgar(z"h ohrcs) ,nv ,nuh ohsg vaka ut ohsg ohba hp kgtrehgn ,nv :tkt !tuv hj /
/jh ,ufrc

Reshaim in their lives are called ‘dead’.  The startling reality is that on Tisha B’Av we are attending the funeral of our

own missed opportunities and hearing the hesped!  We are feeling the loss brought to the world through our own

misdeeds  

7. v (,(h (v v (sh/b)k i !F k 5g o/5k (JUr)h v (t )y (j t )y !j
 j:t vfht

Eicha focuses on the sins of Israel

8.shjhs ,ukhctn ohcrs ,ukhct hbtau 'vbah ,ukhctn vasj ,ukhct hbta :hat cr rnt
:dn ,unch

There is however a major difference between Tisha B’Av and regular mourning.  Tisha B’Av is a old aveilut which affects

the whole community.  As such, it lacks the emotion of regular mourning.  This is an opportunity to engage in another

focus of the day
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B] TISHA B’AV AS A DAY OF TESHUVA

9.iurfz vz vhvhu vcua,v hfrs ju,pku ,ucckv rrugk hsf ivc ugrhta ,urmv hbpn ovc ohbg,n ktrah kfa ohnh oa ah
chyhvk cuab ukt ohrcs iurfzca ',urmv i,ut ubku ovk orda sg v,g ubhagnf vhva ubh,uct vagnu ohgrv ubhagnk

 rntba(u"f trehu)  wudu o,uct iug ,tu obug ,t usu,vu
 t vfkv v erp ,uhbg, ,ufkv o"cnr

The focus of Tisha B’Av is also teshuva 

10. o $s $e )F Ubh !n(h J !S 5j v(cUJ(b )u Wh$k !t :v Ub !ch /J&v
 tf:v erp vfht

..... which is echoed in the finale of Megilat Eicha

C] THE PURPOSE OF GALUT

11.Ub !, (n )s 5t k 5g !n Ub )e 5j 5r ),/b )u Ub !m )r 5t !n Ubh/k(D Ubh !t (y&j h!b )P /n
ohdjk ;xun ,khp, rushx

Galut is a response to our own sins and failings

 

12. rntba 'ohrd ovhkg upxu,ha hsf tkt ,unutv ihck ktrah ,t tuv lurc ausev vkdv tk (vf:c gauv). $r º(t (C Æh/K (vh³/T )g 5r )zU
:zp ohjxp

But Chazal also see it as an opportunity to spread our positive influence throughout the non-Jewish world

13.
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Rav S.R. Hirsch - 19 Letters; Letter 9

14. ///  - Ur *«m )e/h v¬(B /r )C v À(g )n /s )C oh¬/g )r«Z 5v (v)ktrah ,t umhpvc ",uvkt gruz"k "k-t og rav" ,t '"ktgrzh"k "ktrah" ,t lpv wv
 ,uaubtv ka sh,gv vsac ,uaubtv ,sug, kau wv ,nt ka grz gurzk vhv uhkg /,ukdcv ohngv ihc

arhv /r /a cr wpu v:ufe ohkv,

Rav Hirsch stresses the role of the Jews in exile as a responsibility to educate and civilize the non-Jewish world 

15. /dfrihfnu /r,uhu r,uh eng,n tuv hrv 'vjcrvc uh,ukugp kugpk uc yap,n ktrah jur ihta ',ukdv ka rumgnv lu,n
uharaa ikhtf vhvh ignk 'uhbpk ohbnzunv ,ukusdv ohkkfv ovh,ukugpku ohcrc vkutdv hnhk kusd .nutu jf vzc tuv

/zg crc gcubv ubhgn sakn vkghu rcd,h kfvu 'ujhk xubh tk uh,upgx ucr,h rat kfca 'ohcurn
dfr wv .cue 'vwhtrv ka ohmce vbuna

Rav Kook explains that the Galut lays down deep roots from which can grow and blossom the great tree of our

redemption.  Consider, for example, the development of Torah Shebe’al Peh in Galut.  Interestingly, much of Rav Kook’s

own thought (including this piece and the next) was developed and recorded in Galut  

16.

cn wv .cue 'vwhtrv ka ohmce vbuna

Rav Kook here traces the model for Galut to the deep sleep of Adam which lead to the creation of Chava!  Our galut is a

deep sleep in which cogs and wheels are turning in preparation for the great creative process of redemption
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17.wv kh¬/S )d /v o·/h«uD 5c Uŕ )nt«h z †(t v¬(B Å/r Ub·!b«uJ)kU »Ubh /P e«u ¿j )G tL!k (N/h z³(t (c):oh */n)k«j )F UbhÀ/h Œ(v i«u·H /m ,́ 5ch /J2, $t wv cUJ́ )C ,«u¬k&g Å5N*5v rh À/J (t)
 :c$d*$B 5C oh ¬/eh /p&t 5F Ub·!,h /c )J ub,uca2, $t e(u«e †)h v́(cUJ (s) :oh */j !n )G Ubh¬/h (v Ub À(N /g ,«u ¬G&g5k e(u«e †)h kh /́S )d /v (d) :v$K*!t2o /g ,«u ¬G&g5koh#$g %r«Z (v (v)

 :Ur ,«m %e$h v#-B $r %C v 0-g %n $s %C:uh*(,«NPk&t t À!G Œ«b v·(B /r )c t«u¬c(h2t *Ä«C g5r¬(Z Å5v2Q $J*$n t·!G«b »v«f(cU |Q!̧k!h Q«u³k‹(v (u)
 ufe erp ohkv,

We see Galut as a period of sowing - where the disintegration of the seed is merely a prelude to re-growth 

18.rcdv ksdv ktv rnt van t,t /vbauhk vryg urhzjva - vkusdv ,xbf habt ina treb vnk :huk ic gauvh hcr rnts
ohscg,an ohrfb :rnt 'kthbs t,t /trub rnt tk ?uh,utrub vht 'ukfhvc ihreren ohrfb :rntu vhnrh t,t 'trubvu
ohpt lrt i,uba 'urmh ,t acufa u,rucd ,rucd thv uz 'vcrst :urntu uvbht u,t /rucd rnt tk ?uh,urucd vht 'uhbcc

?,unutv ihc ohhe,vk vkufh ,jt vnut lthv tuv lurc ausev ka utrun tknkta - uh,utrub iv uktu /ohgark
:yx tnuh

The messages of exile are themselves testimony to the Yad Hashem in our lives - we just need to recognize them as such  

19. o²$f ), $t t¬/m«uH 5u wv j ´5e(k Æo$f ), $t k12z %r(C (v rU#F $n :v*$Z 5v o«u¬H 5F v(k&j5b o¬5g)k «u²k ,«u¬h )v/k o/h·(r )m /N /n
 f:s ohrcs

20. o,ukcxc u,ubg ignk ohxn hra uhkg unhahu euxpc ihc, z"hpg vbvu(th:t ,una)vchxv thv vn arpna z"hpk vbuufva '
tku vru,v rut kcek ohbfun urtahu rmhv ,uhj gbfuhu akj,ha u,ubg ignk 'kf rmuhv ,buuf tuv 'tuvv sucgav ka
,t iuscg, ohrmnn ogv ,t lthmuvc ,ukd,vv ,hatrc vank znrbv tuv vzu 'vru,v kcekn rnujv oad ormgh

 k"mr '[ch d oa] wufu ohektvsucgavu ,uscgvc vagb rat vkusdv vcuyv ihc, zt (t"uenc vfurtc v"ht rtc,hu)vkujv vbvu '
vkujv kg rcsv scfh scf tanfu 'u,cuyc tkau ujrf kgc ohrnv ohnx uk i,ubu ung ks,an tpurv vbv uhkjc tuvaf
lkv,hu ouehu uhruc kg sunghu ub,htk cuah ratf kct 'vzf vkgr,v xuf u,ueavk uhkg rzft,h vnk zt ihcn ubht hf
vzcu 'injrvu intbv tpurvk vsuhu jcah ztu vknju ohnjrc tpurv ,uks,av ksud grpnk ihch zt u,bgan kg .ujc
sg 'vff wv vag vn kg ovk icun vhv tku ubh,uct hhj ,t urrn ohrmnc vbv rmuhv ,rhzdc vbv 'itfc od rcsv ibuc,,
,gbfvu kuyhc ignk thva ohrnv ohnxvn vkusdv vcuyv grpnk ubhcv ohrmnn o,tm ,gc ohhruc kg ygnf usnga

 'ohhjv hhj ,rtv udhahu ,uhnvcv hhjf xdv ,uhjvu ornujkgp rat vkusdv vcuyv rfzk 'rurnv ,umn tuv vzv rfzku
vru,v kcek jur hftknf ohbfun ub,ut ,uagku hhnvcv ,uhjv ghbfvk ohagnv kf iucr ubng 'tk ,tzv vcuyv vbvu

ohrmnc v"cev ohfknv hfkn lkn ovhkg vkdba sg ,bcun v,hvjxp tuv ohrmn ,thmh ruphxc jcav rushxc if kg '
v"ht r,uh rtc,h sugu 'h,rmeu 'rurnu vmn

t:y ixhb - rfaah hbc

Why did the Bnei Yisrael eat Maror as part of the celebration of their redemption on leaving Egypt?  The Bnei Yisaschar

sees the Maror as a praise for Hashem for the Galut - recognizing that the Galut was an indispensable part of the

redemption in so far as it removed so much of the inner spiritual negativity which would have prevented us from

receiving the Torah. (This is also why the story of redemption in the Haggada has to start with our pagan past)

21.sucgav hrva vmnk rurn ohsevk vhv 'sucgak znur rurnu vkutdk znur vmna iuhfu 'rurn fwjtu vmn jxpv rsx vbvs
inzv okab ohhj urrna hwga ',h,hntv vkutdv tuv rurnv  /vcrst ,ntc kct /vkutdk ohse

:zye ohjxp jwkm

The Nodeh BeYehuda asks why we eat Maror after Matza since the Galut precedes the Geula.  He answers that the

Maror represents the ultimate Geula, since it precipitated our redemption

22.iht hf ogu /;uxck ubk vuuenv cuyv kt vcx tuv 'ktrahk unmg smn iurxj tuva og 'ktrah ,ukd hf lk rtc,v rcf
unf /ohngp vnf ubrtca unf 'rsgv vk oseuh vhuv kf hf 'cuyk ouen kfn vcx tuv 'omgc vuuenv cuyk vcx ,ukdv
kct /,ukdv tuv iurxju rsgv vz hbpk oseuha hutr lfku 'tcv okug hbpk vzv okug oseuh lfu 'ouhv hbpk vkhkv oseuha
,j, uhv vz osueu 'ogk uk o,ut lrc,h oav jek vzcu ',ukdv in o,ut thmuv ratf hf ',rjt vbhjc smn hf 'vzn r,uh
oav kt ova vnc if ot /rjt sh ,j, tuv ratf ,uthmn sjtk iht hf 'kkf ,uthmn ovk vhv tk ukhtfu ',unutv
lrc,h oav vzcu 'kkf kgpc ,uthmn vz osue ovk vhv tka rjt 'kgpc utmnb vzc ',unutv in othmuv ratf lrc,h

//// o,ut thmuv tk ot ovk vz vhv tku 'ktrah ka o,uthmn lrc,h ucu 'o,rum ,,hnt
wk ktrah jmb - kwrvn

The Maharal understands the Galut as necessary to enable the Geula to define the Jewish People as a separate unit with

its own identity


