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THE DANGERS OF MACHLOKET

LESHEM SHAMAYIM
z�ga, ctc �y - vhju kjr ,arsn

A] INTERNALIZING HISTORY

1. ohrcs vanjubh,uct ,t ugrhtvbuatrc ,hcv crju '.rtk uxbfh tka ubh,uct kg rzdb ctc vga,c //// /ctc vga,c //// 
vjnac ihygnn ct xbfban /rhgv varjbu 'r,hc vsfkbu 'vhbacu

u vban s erp ,hbg, vban

The initial focus of Tisha B’Av is the link to history.  We must understand our origins, context and development and

become wise from that knowledge.  Tisha B’Av is a perfect day to read about Jewish history.

 2.,t urhcgv ubh,uct !jhfuh vrhjcv ofhshg ivk rnt ?ohbuatrv in ohraf ohburjtv ,urus - rzghkt wr ,t ukta
 vre,v(j:cf whgah) kct 'v· sUv"h Q´%x  n ,­'t k¾%d"h %u ubt ohk,fv ,t ubgpgp (z:zke ohkhv,) /V+ C s«u ¬x"h %v s ÀŒ%g Ur· g |Ur³ g oh 3r "n ´«t † v kf urnt

uchrjv tuv ukhtf uhkg ihkgn uhnhc vbcb ubhta rus /
t erp tnuh ,fxn (tbkhu) hnkaurh sunk,

But Chazal did not see history as events receding into the past.  History (at least Jewish history) is a loop system which

brings events of the past crashing into our present.

3. There is, though, one form of outsourcing that tends to be little noticed: the outsourcing of memory. Our computers and

smartphones have developed larger and larger memories, from kilobytes to megabytes to gigabytes, while our memories, and

those of our children have got smaller and smaller. In fact, why bother to remember anything these days if you can look it up in

a microsecond on Google or Wikipedia?

But here, I think, we made a mistake. We confused history and memory, which are not the same thing at all. History is an

answer to the question, “What happened?” Memory is an answer to the question, “Who am I?” History is about facts, memory

is about identity. History is his-story. It happened to someone else, not me. Memory is my story, the past that made me who I

am, of whose legacy I am the guardian for the sake of generations yet to come. Without memory, there is no identity. And

without identity, we are mere dust on the surface of infinity.

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks - ‘Rediscovering our Moral Purpose’ 
1

It is essential to transition from history - essentially factual, detached and morally neutral - to memory, which is deeply

personal and loaded with moral implications.

 4. Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it!

George Santayana, The Life of Reason (1905-1906) Vol. I, Reason in Common Sense

B] RECOGNIZING THE SICKNESS

5.uhva hba asen //// ohns ,ufhpau ',uhrg hukdu 'vrz vsucg :uc uhva ohrcs vaka hbpn ?crj vn hbpn iuatr asen
 ?crj vn hbpn ohsxj ,ukhndu ,umncu vru,c ihexugobj ,tba uc v,hva hbpnaka sdbf obj ,tba vkueaa lsnkk  /

 ohns ,ufhpau ',uhrg hukd 'vrz vsucg :,urhcg
:y tnuh

Sinat Chinam  - equivalent to murder, idol worship and immorality - was and IS the cause of our destruction.

What was the Sinat Chinam?  The Second Temple was destroyed in the context of unbelievable machloket, but that clearly had a

reason and basis - how do best respond to the Roman threat.  Why was that labeled Sinat Chinam?  

1. From R. Sacks’ acceptance speech on receiving the Templeton Prize,  July 2016.  Available in full at http://www.standpointmag.co.uk/node/6551/full
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 6.'uvhhsvc tcre shcgbu euphb :uvk urnt /uvbheca tk 'uvhhsvc tnka shcgbu euphb :ibcr uvk urnt 'hbuhrc uvbv uvc uuv
tbpf vuvu 'hrgau hyhjs hrcnt uvbvk uvbke une /t,khn tghh,xn tk :ibcr uvk urnt 

:ub ihyhd

Jerusalem in the last days of the Great Revolt was a seething mass of factions.  Yochanan MiGush Chalav, Shimon Bar

Giora, Eliezer ben Shimon and others all vied for leadership of the Zealots.  The Friends of Rome, the Sadducees and

other Rabbinic factions fought against them.  Machloket pulled us apart.

 7.vsucg ihscug ktraha vgac ukhpta 'oukav kusd  /,eukjnv ,t utbau 'oukav ,t ucvt 'rnut rpev rzgkt wr vhv ///
 rntba ivc gdhk hbumr iht tuv lurc ausev rnut /ovhbhc ouka ahu vrz(zh:s gauv) «u �k�j��B ��v o �h ­�r �p �t oh²�C �m�g rUc̄�jrcsc kct /

 ?rnut uvn ,eukjn(c:h gauv)  /Un·�J �t�h v´�T �g o­�C�k e¬�k �j- ,eukjn vc aha rhg ?smhf /,eukjnv vtubau 'oukav kusd - tv
uc aha ,hc /crjhk vpux - ,eukjn vc aha ,xbfv ,hc /ohns ,ufhpa 'rhgc ,eukjn ohnfj urntu !crjhk vpux
- ihs ,hcc ,eukjn ohnfj urntu /,unk ipux - ,eukjn ovhbhcu ,jt rhgc ovu ihbhs h,c hba //// crjhk upux - ,eukjn

/okugv icruj
z erp .rt lrs ,fxn ,ubye ,u,fxn

Machloket causes Churban r’l.  Jewish unity, even without mitzvot, will save us from Churban.

8.hscug ctjt ka urus kct //// ihkpub uhvu vnjknc ihtmuh uhv ihruykhs ivk vhva hsh kgu 'uhv ohehsm ikuf sus ka urus
 ihjmubu vnjknk ihsruh uhv thruykhs ivk vhv tka hsh kgu 'uhv vrz vsucg

zy ;s t erp vtp ,fxn hnkaurh sunk,

The Jewish people succeeds as a nation if it is unifies, EVEN if it contains the worst of sins.

9.Us "s«D ", 3, t«k oeh 'v«k9t :vk o ;T %t oh3b C
t:sh ohrcs

The Torah includes a mitzvah of ‘lo titgodedu’ - not to scratch in grief over the dead.

 

10. !,usudt ,usudt uag, tk :ussud,, tk
/sh ,unch

Chazal saw in this mitzvah a prohibition on factionalism within the community.

C] THE TORAH PROHIBITION AGAINST MACHLOKET

11.r ;̧J?t i %g Â%n" Âk k À't  r "G3h h́'b "c3k iIºr F 3z v : %j+'C "z 3N%k hU¬P 3m oU ­g "E %r"h+%u oh·3p Ir "¬ %v Uch­3r "e 3v r¬;J?t , ;J ºj"B %v ,IT́ "j %n , 'µt i À'v«F %v ŕ z g"k ;t j º%E3H %u
 :v h́'b "p3k , ;r« ­y "e rh¬3y "e %v"k tU ºv Æi«r?v+%t g%r³;Z 3n t́«k r Â;J?Ât rÀ z Jh 3́t c ¹%r "e3hRt+«k:I�k v��J«n�s�h �C �v r��C �S r��J�t��F I º, "s�g$�f �u 'j�r«�e �f v*�h �v��h�t«k �u

v-s:zh rcsnc

The Chumash contains a mitzvah to remember the episode of Korach, and not to be like him and his men.

12. //// I º, �s�ǵ �f �u Æj �r« ȩ �f v³�h �v��h�t«k �u/// ,eukjn kgc vhvh tkau ,eukjnc ehzjh tka vz kkfcu 
c ke e nx

The Smak explains that the issur applies to all machloket.

13.+-orhctu i,s kt lkhu van oehurcug ,eukjnc ehzjnv kf :cr rnts ',eukjnc ihehzjn ihta itfn :ahek ahr rnt 
S rntba utkc-u,sgfu jref vhvh tku/

/he ihrsvbx

A person must try to avoid machloket and, even if they are clearly in the right, must ‘go the extra mile’ to make shalom! 

14.jb u,sgfu jref vhvh tkujref vhvh tku :rntba 'utkc rcug ,eukjnc ehzjnv kf vfrck oburfz ubh,ucr urnt 
/u,sgfu

 tku jb v"s d rga vbuh ubhcrk vcua, hrga rpx

Rabbeinu Yona sees this as one of the 613 mitzvot and Sefer Chafetz Chaim rules this way.
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D] MACHLOKET LESHEM SHAMAYIM

15.oak tuva ,eukjn thv uzht ohhe,vk vpux iht ohna oak vbhtau ohhe,vk vpux ohna oak thva ,eukjn kf
 ,eukjn uz ohnahtnau kkv/u,sg kfu jre ,eukjn uz ohna oak vbhtau 

zh vban v erp ,uct ,fxn vban

There is a concept of ‘machloket leshaim shamayim’ - such as that of Hillel and Shamai.

16.jufhuv lu,n urnta unf 'ohhe,n vzu ',ntv dhavk ,eukjn v,utn aeucnv ;uxvu ,hkf,v 'ohna oak thva ,eukjnvu
,aec thv vc vmrbv ,hkf, 'ohna oak vbhta ,eukjnu /kkv ,hcf vfkva htnau kkv ,eukjnc rrc,ba unfu ',ntv rrc,h
sucfv ,aec v,hv o,buuf ;uxu ,hkf,a u,sgu jrue ,eukjnc ubhmna unf 'ohhe,n ubht ;uxv vzu 'jumhbv ,cvtu vrrav

lphvk uhvu vrravu
zh vban v erp ,uct ,fxn trubyrcn vhscug wr

Machloket leshem shamayim is defined as the search for truth.  If so, there are no losers - only winners when the truth is

finally reached. Machloket shelo leshaim shamayim is intended to achieve victory over a loser.  It is essentially

egocentric. What are the consequences of machloket leShem shamayim?

17. kkvu htna uekjb ,unuen vakac :tbuv cr rnt
 /uy ,ca

Hillel and Shammai did not argue about many issues.

18.ihexun ihtu 'vrvyc ihrmuc vn hbpn :htnak kkv uk rnt /rafuv tk :rnut kkv 'rafuv :rnut htna ',dk rmucv
 /vehxnv kg ;t vtnuy hbrzud - hbyhbe, ot :uk rnt - ?vrvycarsnv ,hcc crj umgbkt tmuhvu xbfh xbfbv :urnt '

 'ohshnk,v in sjtf htna hbpk cauhu ;upf kkv vhv ouhv u,utu /tmhkdgv uc vagba ouhf ktrahk vae vhvu 
/zh ,ca

The Gemara discusses whether the harvesting of grapes for pressing (not immediate eating) renders them susceptible to

contract impurity due to the juice inadvertently squeezed out in the process of picking and gathering . Shammai says it

does but Hillel says it does not.  When Hillel raises a question from the halacha regarding the olive harvest, the response

is harsh, humiliating and almost violent.  

19.rcs vrag vbuna kkv ,hc kg hhna ,hc ucru ubnb /ureck ukgaf iurd ic uvhezj ic vhbbj ,hhkgc urnta ,ufkvv in ukt
 - ouhc uc urzd kdgv uc vagba ouhf ktrahk ovk vae ouhv u,ut vhvu

 zy vfkv t erp (inrchk) ,ca ,fxn t,pxu,

The entire system of Beit Shamai’s extra stringencies in area of tumah and tahara was seen as a disaster for the Jewish

people.  Why?

20.ihfx kyb - urhcj ka ,unt gcrt lu,k ivn sjt ose /acfc ihkugu ihmru ihua ivhba uhva ohbvf hbac vagn :ibcr ub,
/ihfx vtnyb tku rprpn hbc ihhsgu 'of,rpf tuv hrv :rnt /rprpn tuvaf utmnu eubh, ka uhct tc //// /uckc uk ge,u

 !ohns ,ufhpan r,uh ohkf ,rvy ovhkg vaea lsnkk
/df tnuh

The perspective of the people became skewed and perverted.  They were more focused on ritual and Temple than the real

damage to people. 

21.ihdruv uhvu vynkn ivk usng a"c hshnk, thhbut gauvh hcr tb, //// kdgv uc vagba ouhf ktrahk vae vhv ouhv u,ut
 ohjnrcu ,ucrjc ivhkg usng rtavu ukg ivn vaa hb, /v"c hshnk,c

ws vfkv  t erp ,ca ,fxn (tbkhu) hnkaurh sunk,

In fact, the Yerushalmi tells us that even the machloket of Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai led to violence and death!
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E] THE DANGERS OF MACHLOKET LESHEM SHAMAYIM

22. "tuv rahu ehsm ///ukgp ohn, rumv" euxpv kg ubhztv ,rhac rtc,bs ihbgvu(s:ck ohrcs)ehsmvk rntb "tuv rah" jcas '
 "k,k,pu aeg rus" vhva 'hba ,hc icr Ijc tuv lurc ausev ihs(v euxp oa) `'vru, hkngu ohshxju ohehsm uhva ubarhpu

o,gsf tka dvuba utra hn ,t usaj 'vz kt vz ockca obj ,tba hbpn 'if kg /ohnkug ,ufhkvc ohrah uhv tk lt
xruehptu heusm tuva wv ,trhc/,hcv crja sg 'okugca ,ugrv kfku 'vdkpv lrsc ohns ,ufhpa hshk vz hsh kg utcu  /

 tuv rah tuv lurc auseva 'ihsv eusm vhv vz kguuktf ohehsm kcux ubhtuod rahv lrsc ohfkuva iputc tkt '
 ,unhnegc tku 'okug ,ufhkvcohna oak tuva cd�kg�;t.rtv cuah ,Uxhrvu vthrcv icr Ij orud vzs '

,hatrc  xk vnsev - anuj kg c hmbv aurhp

The Netziv explains that the Sinat Chinam which destroyed the Temple was caused by tzaddikim who were acting leshem

shamayim! The problem was that they personalized their disagreements to the stage that they called other people

apikorsim - heretics, just because they opposed their position.  These ‘tzaddikim’ are part of the problem not the solution!

23.og ohaurpv ,eukjn ,cxc ktrah vkdu ,hcv crju .rt o,gb hba ,hcc ygnf ub,uarcu e"vtc ubhhva vgac ///
rcs vzhtc kehn sjta aurp vtra vgac ubhhv   /ihsv in ubhta vn s"a vcrv obj ,tba ,njn cxv odu oheusmv
r,hvc s"a vcr,b vznu 'u,ut ihshruna heusmk uypua vhv j"a ,njn n"n 'vrhcg vag tkt kkf heusm vhv tka d"gt

 rat f"d ,tzf ,gc u"j ghdvk ,gsv in eujr ubht z"fu  //// ,ugyc vumn oakuvnsh ,sv hehzjnn wt hbhg ,utr h"pg
r,hvc z"tz ohpsur uhvhu ubnn ejr,hu ,ubhnk ubypahu wv ,sucgc ufrs h"pg dvb,n ubht hbukpa,jau 'u"j czuf iuhnsc 

 vkhkj wv og kf/ub,uarcu ubmrtc ubhhv ot ukhpt uvz
 sn inhx t ekj rcs chan ,"ua

The Netziv in a famous teshuva entitled ‘Right and Left’ compares the modern (then 19C) Jewish world to the situation at

the end of the Second Temple - where those to the ‘right’ label those who are more lenient or differ in their avodat

Hashem as ‘heretics’ and thereby delegitimize them to the extent that they can then reject then entirely

F] THE WAY FORWARD?

24.grv smn vtba !,nt iv ivh,au f"d ocvtk vumn o,utbak vumna ovh,ubugn uca tku ojhfuvu uhkt ohcruenv odu
,hektv oapb vhjnv ofu,ca ,uekt .umhb tuva ovca zubdv cuyv whjc smn vcvtu ovca

ck erp - iuatr ekj - thb,v rpx

There are situations where ‘Sinah’ - rejection - is justified in halacha.  Such as the rejection of a rasha.  But EVEN in

that case, it is restricted to rejection of the sin and not the sinner.

25. uauseu ktrah iutd hk vkhd ovhrcs aurhphtrv irn'mz eue v'kvba ohrag hbpk  .rcug hpkf od vrh,v tk vru,v hf
 ka ruxhtv ,t vrhcglcckc lhjt ,t tba, tk ,umnn ub,ut vryp tku lunf lgrk ,cvtuvru,va tkt /uhpkf od 

u,ut tubak vumn vrhcgv ,rdxncu 'vrhcgv kg u,ut tubak v,um .ka vagv ,uumn ukmt ur,uv tku vzn r,uh tk kct
',cvtu 'kvu'tba, tk ka , .u,ut od uvunf cuvtk chhj tuv haht iputc hf

1954 - t:t - jrznv rut - irud vnka cr

Even those people who actually continue to commit aveirot willfully
2
 still remain within the mitzvah of ‘Ahavat Reim’.

The justified Sinah is only for their action. This is so much more true of people who do not commit aveirot but whom we

disagree with (even passionately).

 26. History informs us of past mistakes from which we can learn without repeating them. It also inspires us and gives confidence

and hope bred of victories already won.

William H Hastie - mid 20C US Federal Judge
3

 27.kg kct,nv kf :urnt itfn  (h:ux uvhgah)  vh+;k g oh­3k "C %t ", +3N %vRk F G«u ºG  n ÆV  T 3t UGh³3G  vh·;c?v«tRk F V­ c Ukh¬3d "u o²3%k  JUr"hR, ;t Uj̄ "n 3G
 ohkaurhv,jnac vturu vfuz v,jnac vtur ubht - ohkaurh kg kct,n ubhtau '

:k ,hbg,

To mourn for Y-m is to recognize NOW the problems of the past.  This itself allows one to see the solutions and to see

NOW the simcha of teshuva and reconstruction.

2. The situation for REAL heretics and apikorsim is different, but note the Netziv above and the dangers of using these labels indiscriminately.

3. The first African American on the Federal bench, and grandson of slaves.
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