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THE DANGERS OF MACHLOKET
LESHEM SHAMAYIM
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A] INTERNALIZING HISTORY
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The initial focus of Tisha B’Av is the link to history. We must understand our origins, context and development and
become wise from that knowledge. Tisha B’Av is a perfect day to read about Jewish history.
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But Chazal did not see history as events receding into the past. History (at least Jewish history) is a loop system which
brings events of the past crashing into our present.

3. There is, though, one form of outsourcing that tends to be little noticed: the outsourcing of memory. Our computers and

smartphones have developed larger and larger memories, from kilobytes to megabytes to gigabytes, while our memories, and
those of our children have got smaller and smaller. In fact, why bother to remember anything these days if you can look it up in
a microsecond on Google or Wikipedia?
But here, | think, we made a mistake. We confused history and memory, which are not the same thing at all. History is an
answer to the question, “What happened?” Memotry is an answer to the question, “Who am 1?” History is about facts, memory
is about identity. History is his-story. It happened to someone else, not me. Memory is my story, the past that made me who |
am, of whose legacy | am the guardian for the sake of generations yet to come. Without memory, there is no identity. And
without identity, we are mere dust on the surface of infinity.

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks - ‘Rediscovering our Moral Purpose’ '
It is essential to transition from history - essentially factual, detached and morally neutral - to memory, which is deeply
personal and loaded with moral implications.

4. Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it!

George Santayana, The Life of Reason (1905-1906) Vol. I, Reason in Common Sense

B] RECOGNIZING THE SICKNESS
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Sinat Chinam - equivalent to murder, idol worship and immorality - was and IS the cause of our destruction.

What was the Sinat Chinam? The Second Temple was destroyed in the context of unbelievable machloket, but that clearly had a
reason and basis - how do best respond to the Roman threat. Why was that labeled Sinat Chinam?

1. FromR. Sacks’ acceptance speech on receiving the Templeton Prize, July 2016. Available in full at http://www.standpointmag.co.uk/node/6551/full
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Jerusalem in the last days of the Great Revolt was a seething mass of factions. Yochanan MiGush Chalav, Shimon Bar
Giora, Eliezer ben Shimon and others all vied for leadership of the Zealots. The Friends of Rome, the Sadducees and
other Rabbinic factions fought against them. Machloket pulled us apart.
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Machloket causes Churban r’l. Jewish unity, even without mitzvot, will save us from Churban.
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The Jewish people succeeds as a nation if it is unifies, EVEN if it contains the worst of sins.
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The Torah includes a mitzvah of ‘lo titgodedu’ - not to scratch in grief over the dead.
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Chazal saw in this mitzvah a prohibition on factionalism within the community.

C] THE TORAH PROHIBITION AGAINST MACHLOKET
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The Chumash contains a mitzvah to remember the episode of Korach, and not to be like him and his men.
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The Smak explains that the issur applies to all machloket.
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A person must try to avoid machloket and, even if they are clearly in the right, must ‘go the extra mile’ to make shalom!
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Rabbeinu Yona sees this as one of the 613 mitzvot and Sefer Chafetz Chaim rules this way.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com
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D] MACHLOKET LESHEM SHAMAYIM
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There is a concept of ‘machloket leshaim shamayim’ - such as that of Hillel and Shamai.
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Machloket leshem shamayim is defined as the search for truth. If so, there are no losers - only winners when the truth is
finally reached. Machloket shelo leshaim shamayim is intended to achieve victory over a loser. It is essentially
egocentric. What are the consequences of machloket leShem shamayim?
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Hillel and Shammai did not argue about many issues.
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The Gemara discusses whether the harvesting of grapes for pressing (not immediate eating) renders them susceptible to
contract impurity due to the juice inadvertently squeezed out in the process of picking and gathering . Shammai says it
does but Hillel says it does not. When Hillel raises a question from the halacha regarding the olive harvest, the response
is harsh, humiliating and almost violent.
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The entire system of Beit Shamai’s extra stringencies in area of tumah and tahara was seen as a disaster for the Jewish
people. Why?
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The perspective of the people became skewed and perverted. They were more focused on ritual and Temple than the real
damage to people.
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In fact, the Yerushalmi tells us that even the machloket of Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai led to violence and death!
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E] THE DANGERS OF MACHLOKET LESHEM SHAMAYIM
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The Netziv explains that the Sinat Chinam which destroyed the Temple was caused by tzaddikim who were acting leshem
shamayim! The problem was that they personalized their disagreements to the stage that they called other people
apikorsim - heretics, just because they opposed their position. These ‘tzaddikim’ are part of the problem not the solution!
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The Netziv in a famous teshuva entitled ‘Right and Left’ compares the modern (then 19C) Jewish world to the situation at
the end of the Second Temple - where those to the ‘right’ label those who are more lenient or differ in their avodat
Hashem as ‘heretics’ and thereby delegitimize them to the extent that they can then reject then entirely

F] THE WAY FORWARD?
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There are situations where ‘Sinah’ - rejection - is justified in halacha. Such as the rejection of a rasha. But EVEN in
that case, it is restricted to rejection of the sin and not the sinner.
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Even those people who actually continue to commit aveirot willfully’ still remain within the mitzvah of ‘Ahavat Reim’.
The justified Sinah is only for their action. This is so much more true of people who do not commit aveirot but whom we
disagree with (even passionately).

26. History informs us of past mistakes from which we can learn without repeating them. It also inspires us and gives confidence
and hope bred of victories already won.

William H Hastie - mid 20C US Federal Judge’
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To mourn for Y-m is to recognize NOW the problems of the past. This itself allows one to see the solutions and to see
NOW the simcha of teshuva and reconstruction.

2. The situation for REAL heretics and apikorsim is different, but note the Netziv above and the dangers of using these labels indiscriminately.
3. Thefirst African American on the Federal bench, and grandson of slaves.
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