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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN 

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
48 - MINHAG: PART 6 - GEBROCHTS

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SPRING 2017

1.r,unu 'odpk ogy i,ub vhk vuv 'vc kahca osue ,gk ,gn vva ot kct //// ckj vc kach tk rac vc kaca vrhse
 /ckj tku rac tk vc kack ruxt vrhsev kct khac,v'huxhfc ohrhnjn ahu /vnmg vrhse ihsf 'vrhse huxhf ihsu //// :vdv

 !ogy tkc trnuj tuvu 'dvbnv hbpn dvub hbt ifu /,unuen ,mec ihdvub ifu 'unuh ic vhv uktf ubhs unuh ic ubhta h"pgts rnuk
dm s"uh g"ua

Some minhagim appear to be without basis, yet there is nevertheless a benefit to observing them, simply because they are

part of ‘Minhag Klal Yisrael’.

2.uhkg lunxk ogy uk ihtu ,ugy dvbn tuv hf dvbnv kyct hkhj rahht htu uhrcs ouhxu vzv dvbnv kg thfurff juum van hfrsv
dm inhx vgs vruh l"a

Nevertheless the Rema tried to remove minhagim that were mistaken!

A] WET MATZA - THE HALACHIC POSITION

3.kaucnc tk kct hurav eherc ihtmuh :rnut hxuh hcr /rhtn hcr hrcs - junhb tka kaucncu hurav eherc ihtmuh :thb,s
 junhb tka hp kg ;t

/tn ohjxp

The Gemara states that one can fulfil the mitzvah of matza on seder night with matza soaked in cold water, as long as it is

not boiled.

4.tfhku vmn ogy ibhgcs ouan tkt o,v hxuh hcr rnte tk ///

:jk ,ufrc

The reason for R. Yosi invalidating boiled matza is that it no longer has the taste of matza, which is required.

5.ihtmuh thb,s vjn,hn tks sg vhk khftu tffrns sg thnc vhk ur, t,achc vmn kfhnk kufh tku vkuj ut iez tfhts tfhvu
 ///// hurav eherc

zh inhx c erp ohjxp a"tr

The Rosh (13C, Germany) writes that it was customary to soak matza for elderly and sick people who were not able to

eat it when it was too hard to chew.

6./if ubhtu '.hnj, tka ouan tuva ohrucxfu 'if uaga ovh,uct ,t utr hf 'rsxv khkc ernc vmnv ,urak ohmur obhta ahu
jxp ka iuatrv vkhk kf ovhpc vmn ogy vhvha hsf tkt ernc vmnv ,urakn gbnvk udvb tka

/yk ohjxp i"ctrv wp

One of the first mentions of the minhag of gebrochts is in the commentary of the Ravan
1
. He writes that some people have

a family minhag not to put matza into their soup on seder night.  They erroneously think that it could become chametz. In

fact, the minhag is simply to preserve the taste of the matza.

1. R’ Eliezer ben Nathan of Mainz - 1090-1170, a contemporary of Rabbeinu Tam and one of the earliest of the Ba’alei HaTosafot. 
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B] MA’ARIT HA’AYIN

7.tk kct hurav eherc ihtmuh rnut hxuh hcr /// thb,u /.unhj ouan uc iht /// ie,k iezku eubh,k iudf ukahca huptu
vmn ogy ibhgcs vmn hcd tkt hxuh hcr rnte tk itf sg ihfrcn smhf erpc ibhrntu /junhb tka hp kg ;t kaucnc

 /hra jxpv hnh rtac kct 'vbuatrv vkhkc tkt rnhnk lhha tk tvu 'tfhku uhpchgyhnk h,hk tks 'ohrhnjna ahu/
thv apb kgc ka trnuju

vg, inhx ohjxp ,fxn - c ekj v"hctr

The Ravyah (12C, Germany)  records a custom that some people would not eat matza meal products in case others

became confused.

8.y"vcg2o"sarvu 3ouan iudhyc urzda c,fa d"vbfc wgu /vhupt vmnn ihbdpux ,uagk okugv ohdvuba c,f u"f e"x 
v"vu /if v,agu o,x jne tuva vrcx thvu vhupt vmnn jne vjeka rcj ,atk v,tra hpk v,gy ,jt vata
ubt ihta c,fu vzc ekj j"rpcu /// /a"g ugy tk jxpc hpy ,uagk ofrsa ihbdpux kct /h"kayp ihruea ihbxhf ,pk
vhupt vmnn thv jxpc uc ihan,ana jneva ,gsuh vat kfa vzk ihaauj iht ubh,bhsnc ifu /ubh,gsn ,urhzd ruzdk

//// vhura vmn oua ohkfut ihtu onmg kg ihrhnjna vagn habt aha er /vbhjy ut wau,fu

x, inhx vcua, hrga

There was a custom in some places to avoid foods baked from matza meal due to Ma’arit Ayin.  We see this recorded in

the sefer Knesset HaGedola (R’ Chaim Benveniste - 17C, Turkey). Some people had confused it with regular flour!

Nevertheless, most communities did not adopt this extra stringency.  The Pri Chadash (R’ Hezekiah da Silva - 17C Italy)

is unhappy at people inventing new gezeirot from their own opinions! Even if this was a concern, it would not extend to

wetting regular matza, which could never be confused with chametz.

9. /hxhxjc vrhse vjnnk t,ukd ahr hcs hehsruck vhk hra hpp cr) - wxu,lf kf .unhj hshk tck ofrs ihts ohasg ka jne( rnt
 /hxhxjc trshe vk hjn tpud tcr :hrnts tfht ?hscg hjhfas t,fusc t,khn htv hf hras tfht :tcr

:n ohjxp

The Gemara discusses whether one can thicken a cooked dish on Pesach with ‘chasisi’ (according to Tosafot this is lentil

flour). The first understanding of Rava’s opinion is that he does NOT
 
allow this in a place where people are not careful

with halacha.  The second seems to be that Rava is lenient and is not concerned for confusion.  However some mefarshim

(Tur 463) understand that, even according to the second understanding of Rava, he is only lenient for himself but still

strict where there is a concern that people could be confused.   The Chochmat Shlomo (463) understands that this one of

the origins of the minhag of gebrochts.

C] THE MINHAG OF THE CHASSIDIM

10. /vrrp,ba vmn kuahc ruxht ,usut ///
 'tbhsn rurcu rund ruxht ubhta od hf ,ntcvfrc uhkg tc, rhnjnv n"ntkc trnuj thv hf rntk ihvhn,nv in ubhtu '

ogyt,knc tfht tcr tngy tkt  /rhpa kuac tk tna ibhahhjs vkeba jnec //// t,hhruts ruxht aajn rvzhk '

vhhpt rjt jne ygn ovhkg aha ,umn vcrvc ,utur ubhbhg vbvu/vph vph vaukhb tku vae vxhg v,hva ,njn tc vzu 
 / scghsc ukhpt d"x, whx t"dnv ep,xn ernc ouak kct uvhhsujk ,umnv ubhhv hra scghscs y"b, whx (;ux) z"yc a"nu
/aujv ahjfvk rapt ht 'vhhptv rjt ihgk vtrb ygn jne ovc humna vcrv ,umn ,utur ubhbhga iuhf ouen kfn ////
uhv ohbuatrv ,uruscu 'vph vaukhb tka vae vxhgc tkt kkf humn ubht vza ouan ubhhv 'ohexupv vz urhfzv tka vnu
'ohause ktrahc uz ,urhvz vyap,b r,uh ut vba ohrag vz curena sg /vph aukhb vhva sg kudkdu vahkc vcrv ihvua
 /,ntc ohesesnk aujc vtrbf 'vae vxhg ka ,umnc ygn jne tmnb ifku 'vph vph ihak ihtu 'vahkc stn stn rvnk
vzc ah ',cac duvbf ernv lu,k vmnv ,t ohrrpnaf 'ernc .nj,na vkgnk vmnv hbp kga ihgc jne uvan vbvu

//// ,ucurg, ihs vzc iusk ah ohkudg vbnn ohauga vbujy vmnc kct /kkf ,ucurg, itf iht hf 't,hhruts ruxht aaj

k"zhrtv a"n hpk kct /o"cnrvu h"ar s"g rehgvu 'ufunxha vn kg ovk aha iuhf 'ohkhenv og iunvc ,ujnk iht n"nu
/shxpv tk cuy ouh ,jna ouan kehnv iurjtv cuy ouhc n"nu ///// rhnjvk aha tyhap 'jxpc ,urnujv kf rhnjvk

/jxpv kf kkf rhnjvk ihts tyhap ,urhp hncu

u inhx iezv r"unstv ,"ua

2. R’ Shimon Ashkenazi - 18C, Germany.

3. R’ Shmuel ben Moshe - 16C, Greece.
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The origin of the modern minhag not to eat gebrochts can be found in the teshuvot of the Alter Rebbe of Lubavitch
4
 at the

end of the 18C.  He has two concerns: (i) unbaked flour which may remain in the middle of the matza.  Although there a

dispute whether this is a halachic concern, he recommends being strict.  He writes that this became more problematic as

people began to bake matzot more quickly; (ii) a second and more serious concern is flour dust which may coat the

matzot in the factory.  He invokes the injunction of the Arizal to be machmir where possible in issues concerning Pesach.

However he is lenient with ‘mei peirot’ ie non-water contact eg butter, cheese, wine etc
5
.  Many people are strict today,

even with mei peirot.  He is also lenient on the 8th day of Pesach.

11.vbav kf tyjh tka uk jycun jxpc .nj uvann rvzbv c,f kwz hwrtv
t:zwn, cyhv rtc

The Ari z’l wrote that one who is machmir with even a tiny amount of chametz on Pesach can be guaranteed not to sin

during the year.
6

D] THE MITNAGDIM FIGHT BACK

12./jpy vcg ,p jxpc ihaug iht) /// r,un scghscs k"b - s e"x ovrct idn( 

v ;hgx x, j"ut g"ua

Matza may, even lechatchila, be baked to a thickness of a tefach (just over 3 inches). Bedieved, even thicker than a tefach

is still kosher!

13.jpy rughaf vhv tka ;t vcrv ,ucg ,umn jxp kg ,uagk osen ihdvub uhva vnn tmh vz rnuj ,kj,va vtrb odu
ovn utmnha tcuy tjhfas t,kn tuvu /i"hzhht c"hrc vrhrd h"g jxpk jnev ohaug uhv ovnu wcrv ,ucg uhv ouen kfn
,umnv ohputaf whupt vagn kg z"g jhdavk urhgc vrun kfk hutra ,ntcu //// lrumv hpf gmntc vph vptb tka vn
ihput iht habhts tcuru trs raf,ht tbshtv kct /rund .unhj aaj hshk utucha rapta vff kg stn orhvzvk ,ucgv
vfusnc ufs ut ohhjrc ubjy lf rjtu rub,c o,ut ohachhna hsh kg vagb jnevu ohes oheher er kkf ,ucg ,umn

/// ukkv ,uaajv uvk usztu

h ewx x, inhx vcua, hrga

The Sha’arei Teshuva
7
 - a contemporary of the Alter Rebbe - rejects the minhag of gebrochts.  He writes that the custom

really only made sense when soft matza was made up to a thickness of a tefach (3 inches)!  Already by his time, the

practice was to create much thinner matza in which there was no real possibility of unbaked flour.   

14.ohsxj,nva vhura vmn s"g k"mz iutdv uhct hrcsn vhtr thcvu y"h ,jna gubnk iht htv hf eujr aaj hbpna ///
 !ouh kfc ohasj,nv ,urnujv kf ,kcux ,gsv iht ,ntcu ///// ihrhnjnv hrcs kf r,x k"z tuvu ovn oharup

vx inhx c ekj .cgh ,khta ,"ua

Rav Yaakov Emden
8
 rejects the minhag of gebrochts as an excessive chumra, as did his father.

15.zpeohnc tchafu vph vptb tka ouen rtab tna aujk ihtu ,umn jnen ohuagv ihkhac,u ohkftn kuftk r,un 
.hnjn ubhta ,uhken grd tk p"fg ufrm kf vptb tka ;ts .hnjh

zpe ,ut jxp ,ufkv cr vagn

The practice of the Vilna Gaon was to eat gebrochts.
9

4. Reb Mendel of Vitebsk is cited by some early Chassidim as attributing the minhag not to eat gebrochts to the Magid of Mezerich.  The Besh’t himself may have eaten gebrochts! 

5. Although soda, tea etc will be considered to be water.

6. It should be noted that this concept will NOT include any and every stringent practice on Pesach which is not based on real halachic concern of chametz.  For instance, as we saw in

the last shiur, Rav Kook is inclined to be lenient with some issues of kitniyot.  Also, it is clearly deeply delusional to think that stringency on Pesach alone will lead to a sin-free life!

The directive of the Arizal has broader context of character development and Yirat Shamayim and cannot be used a quick-fix segula.

7. R’ Chaim Mordechai Margulies - Russia (1780-1820)

8. Germany (1697-1776)

9. Rav Chaim Volozhiner travelled on Chol HaMoed Pesach to visit to the Vilna Gaon specifically to see if he ate kneidlach.  He did! (See Teshuvot Vehanhagot 3:144) 
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16.okut ///."cgh iutdv  vcua,c (v"x whx wc ekj)vkgvu 'vzc ohrhnjnv heunhb kf r,xa hcm ofjv iutdv uhct rn oac thcv '
 ifu /jxpc vmnv ,urak r,unatbkhun uvhkt hcr iutdvvbnn ,uagku 'jxpc vmn kack vagnk vfkv vruv 

,ut,puf10cr vagnc rtucn ifu '.hnjn ubht oj rub, lu,c vhva kf 'vmnv lu,c jne rtab tna aujb ot ukhpt hf '
(d"pe ,ut) od kevk dvb ifu /'rpux o,j kgc iutdv////  /vzc rh,vk vagnku vfkvk rehg ifu //// 

 'vr,v hkc udvbn kyck htar 'vfkvv hp kg hutr ifa ucaujc jxpc vmn ,urak tka rhnjvk dvba hnudvbn tuva
,ugycvagha cuy udvbn kyck ubumru trnuj smn if dvba tkt 'jxpc vmn ,urak r,un ihsv smna gsha hn lt /

  //// /(rsb hkc if vauga udvbn ,kj,c rnt tka kg) 'vaka hsh kg vr,v

 tf inhx t ekj ,gs vuujh ,"ua

Rav Ovadia Yosef records the various opponents to the minhag of gebrochts, including the Chatam Sofer.
11
 He also rules

that a person who adopted the minhag, thinking it was halacha, does not need hatarat nedarim to drop it.

17.vrhag vmnf ubhs lgkshhbea '.hnjn ubht ,uhkea kkf .unhj aaj iht ot ;t jxpc lgkshhbe kuftk tk ogy tmnb ////
 /g"nv ohshc lfc kycnu hbug ojk v,umna jxpc vrhag vmn kuftk ihtu ////k"mz exhrcn j"rdv hrcs h,tcv t"encu

//// "hbug ojkk iurfz ,uhvk lhrma tuv sckc iuatrv ouhcu" (f"v) vmnu .njs v"p o"cnrc rhcxva

skr inhx c lrf ,udvbvu ,ucua,

R. Chaim Brisker did not eat gebrochts on Seder night.  This was NOT due to a concern  chametz, but to ensure that any

matza they ate on that night was ‘lechem oni’ and not matza ashira.

Current practices regarding those who do not eat gebrochts vary:

• Some will eat gebrochts with non-water eg butter but others will not.

• Some will give gebrochts to children.

• Some eat gebrochts on 8th day and some not.

• Some have separate kelim for ‘8th day gebrochts’ but other do not on the basis that by next year any taste will be over 12 months old

and thus irrelevant.12 Yet others only rely on this after a leap year since there will more than 12 months.  In a regular year there are 12

months less 8 days.

18.vbuvfca shxjv ucr kmt if vtr htsucu 'jxpc vhura ,khftn ohgbnbv dvbnc ehzjv tk x"jva rurc 'ihbgv rehgku ////
kg shpev k"mz t"rdv ubkmt kcuena hpfu 'rhnjvk dvb tk k"mz t"rdv ubhcr ifu 'rhnjvk dvb tka k"mz rkst i,b hcr
rcsv vtr k"mz t"rdvu 'lgkshhbe uxhbfh tk uka cyurca ,hbcrv og ub,j rshxu) 'vhurac rhnjvu ubjka kg kfta ub,j
hpfu ',urnuj hbhn kfc stn vzc rhnjvk udvb ohshxjv kct //// (rhnjvk ouen ihtu .hnjn ubht ,uhke ukhpta uk rntu
kft tk k"mz "ohhj .pj"v ausev h,gnaa hpfu /// r,uhc vzc ,uahrp duvbk khj,v k"eumz ayhrzgnn shdnv h,gnaa
tku rushvv ,hkf,c uptb k"mz t"rdv ka ,umnva ubgy gnabv hpfu 'r,uh ,urnuj sug vzc dvb tk kct jxpc vhura

/////  /rhnjvk ouen ah ishsc ibt kct '.hnjhu vptb tka jne ka aaj ukmt lhha /

vne inhx d lrf ,udvbvu ,ucua,

19.kg ukche ktraha ohrsdu ohdhhx ,urnujk rugha iht jxpc .nj ruxhtc ift //// stn eujr lgkshhbec aajv 'rcs ;ux
vrhag vmn kuftk hutr ihts k"xs ohbuatrvn ubtcva 's"kr inhx c"jc ubhrcsc ihhg uvhnu /wv arus ,ucck kfu onmg
ouhc if rhnjv j"rdvau jxpc ltkshhbe kuftk tka lnx itfnau 'a"g ohshc hbug ojks vumnv kycnf huvs jxpc

 /v"augh jxps iuatr cuy

sne inhx d lrf ,udvbvu ,ucua,

R. Moshe Sternbuch presents a fascinating halachic history of the eating of kneidlach! 

 

20. //// jxpc ,umnv kack f"jt r,unuvhpt rjt .unhj ihts,umn ihkacn ihtu ihrua ihtu inmg kg ihrhnjna vagn habt ahu /
ihsv smns x", inhx ,"gac ihhgu /.nj,h vhrav h"gu vph aukhb tka ohbpcn ,umnv lu,c jne ygn rtab tna aajn jxpc
ihjhbzn iht uz trnujc dvuba hn n"nu /ohes iheher ,uagk ihdvuba ubhnhc yrpcu ibhezjn tk truxht heuzjts vzk aujk iht

 u,ut
s e"x jb, inhx vrurc vban

The Mishna Berura rules that it is clearly halachically permitted to wet and boil matza on Pesach and there is no

concern of chametz.  He records the minhag of gebrochts and instructs people NOT to make fun of those who keep it! 

10.   Kneidelach

11. Who lived in an area where many kept that custom.  However, the personal practice of the Chatam Sofer is not clear.  In one place (Shu’t Chatam Sofer YD 222 s.v. ela) he writes that

it is an appropriate chumrah not to soak matza.  Yet in Minhagei Chatam Sofer (10:25) we find that he personally ate kneidelach.  He may therefore have supported the minhag of

gebrochts in principle but retained his personal minhag to eat them. See Sh’ut Teshuvot VeHanhagot (3:145).

12. Based on Chacham Tzvi (75). We do not rely on this for actual chametz.
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E] WHEN IS A MINHAG NOT A MINHAG?

21.///  gnan dvbnu /dvbn ,ru,tuv raf dvbnu 'rcsc ah 
hhurut v"s :uf ,hbg, h"ar

For Minhag to be valid it must have some Torah basis and be a ‘minhag kasher’ - ie not go against other halachic

principles.

22.ubht 'vru,v in vhhtr uk ihta dvbn kct 'iheh,uu dvbn 'vfkv kycn dvbn urnta vzu 'dvbn tvha sg ,gceb vfkv ihta
,gsv kuehac vguyf tkt

sh erp ohrpux ,fxn ,ubye ,u,fxn

A appropriate minhag may even override some aspects of halacha.  An inappropriate minhag is simply an error.

23.  /zgkv hbpn dvbnv ,ubak ihta ,c,f odgrpnk obvd vz dvbnubht iudv dvbn ukhptu /udvb tk ohnfj udvb ohyua ota /
 ,ppur f"tt 'vfkv reug

th inhx ,upxu,v hkgc ,"ua

Minhag inverted is Gehinom!

F] THE DANGERS OF MINHAG - LO TITGODEDU

24. oeh 'v«k)t *vk o +T -t oh.b/CUs �s«D �, �, t«k:, 'n/k o+fh'bh 'g ih 'C v /j 1r /e Unh .G /, t«k 1u 

t:sh ohrcs

The Torah prohibits cutting in grief over the dead. 

 

25. ,usudt ,usudt uag, tk :ussud,, tk

/sh ,unch

Chazal saw in this a prohibition on internal factionalism.

26. vru, vrnta uzussud,, tkuc ah znr 'unuenc rtc,va unf ,nv kg vrucj ,uagk tka tc vrehga hp kg ;t wud 

vnc !,uru, h,a ihdvubf ihtrb uvha sg vz lrsf uktu vz lrsf ukt ihaug uvha k"r /,usdt ,usdt ,umn ,uagk tka
u,menu ,jt vyhaf u,men euxpk iheukj unmgc ihs ,hc u,ut ;tu sjt ihs ,hc tkt rhgc ihtaf ?ohrunt ohrcs
ihs ,hcu uz vyhaf euxpk dvub sjt ihs ,hcu ',jt rhgc iva hp kg ;t ihbhs h,c h,f hba ova kf kct /,rjt vyhaf

 /,usdt ,usdt itf iht 'uz vyhaf rjtv,jt ,gs kg okf unhfxha okugk rapht hta dvbnc ohhuk,v ohrcsc ifa kfu
'ohaug ,umj sg ohjxp hcrgc vftkn ,uagk udvba ouen v,gn /lf ohdvub ukkv otu lf ohdvub ukkv ot tshpe ihta
v,ghbnc ut v,hhagc ihtau ,unuen eukj itf ah hrva unuenc ubrthca lrsv kg ohaug iht ,uagk tka udvba ouen

//// dvbn tkt

 /sh ,unch hrhtnk vrhjcv ,hc

The Meiri explains that minhag is a delicate balance.  On the one hand, people need their own individuality.  On the

other, the Jewish people must always remember that it is ‘guf echad’ and may never do something which damages that

unity.
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