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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

11 - HALLEL ON YOM HA'ATZMAUT
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2016

A] HALLEL - A RISKY VENTURE

The question of whether or not to say Hallel on Yom Ha’atzmaut cannot simply be resolved by staying on the ‘safe side’ and doing nothing.
Failing to say Hallel when it is needed is a serious problem
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King Chizkiyahu failed to become Mashiach due to his failure to sing Shira as as result of the miraculous success and victory
that he had over his enemies
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On the other hand, to over-say Hallel is to make a mockery of God!

B] OBLIGATIONS - THE CHANUKAH PRECEDENT
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The early Nevi’im instituted Hallel as a necessary response to thank God for saving the Jewish people
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Rashi brings Chanukah as an example
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According to the Chatam Sofer, fixing a day of celebration on the anniversary of a national miracle is a mitzvah min
haTorah which we learn from the mitzvah of saying the Haggada! Creating new holidays for other reasons is a problem and
the Chatam Sofer even casts doubt on the validity of the ‘new’ holiday of the Hilula of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai on Lag
BaOmer!
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C] RESERVATIONS - THE PURIM PRECEDENT
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The Gemara brings 3 reasons why we do not say Hallel on Purim:- (i) the miracle did not happen in Eretz Yisrael, (ii) we
DO say ‘Hallel’ - in the form of the Megilla; (iii) we do not say Hallel since we were not FULLY redeemed

* How would this impact of the issue of Israeli Independence - were we ‘fully redeemed’. What about according to the other opinions?
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The Meiri rules that individuals or communities which are redeemed should institute Hallel without a beracha. (Hallel with
a beracha is reserved for the redemption of the whole nation).

« How does this impact on Yom Ha’atzmaut? Were the entire people redeemed or only some? In the Chanukah story, was the whole nation
redeemed? What s ‘total redemption’ - does it depend on numbers, the building of the Temple?

* Who is included in 'the whole nation’? Some poskim bring a proof from the mitzvah of the Chatat brought by the Sanhedrin when the
maijority of the Jewish people sinned. This includes only those living in Eretz Yisrael! So too perhaps a salvation for the Nation is measured
only by those living in E.Y.

* Note that the ruling of the Meiri and the talmudic statement in Pesachim (see 3 above) are NOT brought as halacha in the Rambam or the
Shulchan Aruch. Does this means that they are not normative?
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The Magen Avraham does bring the halacha that individuals or communities should declare a private ‘Purim’ to celebrate
auspicious dates on which they were redeemed. There are a number of famous examples of people who did this, such as the
Chayei Adam who declared a private ‘Purim’ every year on the anniversary of the day that he and his family were saved
from a terrible fire

D] WHAT IS ‘GEULA"?
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Leaving the land to rest during Shemita and thereby acknowledging God'’s true ownership of the Land is called ‘Geula’
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If a person became poor and had to sell their ancestral lands to a stranger they could be bought back by a ‘Goel’. This
process of restoring ownership is called ‘Geula’
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If a person sells a house in a walled city they have 1 year to perform ‘Geula’ - buying by the house to restore its original
ownership. For other property ‘Geula’ comes only at the Yovel year (if not bought back earlier)
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If a person becomes poor and sold themselves as an indentured servant to non-Jews, they, or a relative, may buy back their
liberty. This process is (five time in quick succession!) called ‘Geula’
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What type of ‘Geula’ are Chazal talking about here?

As such, Geula is defined as the restoration of a person to their independence and their ancestral lands. In the context of the return of the
Jewish people to Eretz Yisrael in the 20C, can this process be similarly defined as a ‘Geula’ process. Does it necessarily have to lead directly
to 'yeshua/salvation’ or Mashiach?

E] HOW STRONG DOES ‘GEULA’ NEED TO BE?

(i) Is an open miracle needed?

* Yes, according to the Maharatz Chayot (Shabbat 21b), hence the miracle of the oil on Chanukah and not just the military victory. But how
does this fit with Purim? We do not see that Chazal reject Hallel on Purim due to the lack of an open miracle.

* Were there open miracles in 1948? 19677 Is there more of an argument for Hallel on Yom Yerushalayim than Yom Ha’Atzmaut?

(ii) Is the current security situation a reason NOT to say Hallel?

* Yes, according to some - see Rav Ovadia Hadaya (Teshuvot Yaskil Avdi 0.C. 10:7) and others, However ....
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The Talmud explicitly states that the war leading up to Mashiach will itself be part of the geula
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On the other hand, from the Talmud Yerushalmi’s analysis of the obligation to say Hallel upon redemption it is clear that
Hallel can only be said upon the completion of the redemption. Hence the Bnei Yisrael did not say Hallel when they left
Egypt (which was only the ‘start of geula’) but at the Red Sea, when the Egyptians were finally destroyed

(iii) Is it permitted to innovate new holidays now?

(iv) How does the current spiritual situation in Israel impact on the debate?

F] CAN WE IGNORE IT
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* Issues of Hakarat Hatov - to God, the Army, the State?

G] OTHER OPTIONS

(i) Half Hallel

Y DY WY NNV PTIN 12 PYHOY 227 DIWND PN 127 IIRT .RIMNNT IND NN YI2T RDON NN NNY X2 IIN 19.
N212) .NIXY DY 210 OM ,ND DY PYNIN IV O ,NINN M INNYH ,INN D> NNV 30 DN D00 NN 1N 10N P
29.0I8Y SV DIV DD NYY ND DY DINYRIN DM MW ,NINN M NN ,INN M NYWN AN DN ,DY TN DIVY
M PN YNV NN ONDT NOTN XPT NINT 1D INPPIDAND 110D XN I XDODN P NPT NMN 0120 YOPN

DA DIPMIAN

NI NIYN
The halacha includes the concept of a quasi-Hallel - ‘Half Hallel’ which does not have the halachic parameters of Hallel.
We say this on Rosh Chodesh. Given its status as ‘minhag’ there is a halachic debate as to whether to make a beracha
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Tosafot indicates that FULL Hallel can only be said on the days designated by Chazal or when ALL the Jewish people were
saved. On other occasions, half Hallel is to be said. Again, as we saw above, is Yom Ha atzmaut to be designated as a day
on which all the Jewish people were saved?
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(ii) Hallel without a beracha

* just tehilim?
* achange in the format of tefila? Is that a problem?

21.

The Rav flatly opposed, on halakhic grounds, recitation of a brakha on the Hallel of Yom haAtzmaut. His written teshuva
(unpublished) to the RCA permits Hallel without a brakha during the day, with the warning that rabbis should not impose the Hallel
in the absence of popular support. He had objections to recitation of Hallel on the night of Yom haAtzmaut. These were minor,
compared to the problem of brakha I'battala. Hence he advised rabbis not to fight the evening Hallel if the congregation really
wanted it, but to resist the recitation of the brakha in any event.

Statement by Professor Shalom Carmy, 18 May 1999'

22.

There is no doubt that Hallel cannot be recited with a blessing today ...... (p191). The recitation of Hallel is obligatory only when
the redemption affects the Jewish nation in its entirety, and this will be realized only in Yemos Hamoshiach ...... (p196)

Rabbi Aharon Solovetchik, Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind

23.

Although some suggest reciting Hallel without a blessing on Yom Ha-Atzmaut, either due to doubt, because the takanah of the
prophets never included reciting a blessing over Hallel, or due to the undesirable security and spiritual situation of the State of
Israel, we might suggest a different approach. In addition to the eighteen days upon which one recites the full Hallel, one recites
Hallel on the evening of Pesach during the seder. This Hallel has puzzled the commentators for centuries, as it appears to violate
numerous classic halakhic norms: it is recited at night, it is interrupted by the meal, and it is not preceded by a berakhah. The
Rishonim question the nature of this Hallel and why it does not conform to the classic models of Hallel.

R. Hai Gaon, as cited by the Rishonim, offers an intriguing explanation. He distinguishes between Hallel of the eighteen days,
upon which one is obligated to read (korei) Hallel, and the Hallel of the seder, which one is obligated to sing (shirah) in response
to the miraculous events of yetziat mitzrayim. This Hallel of “shirah” is meant to be a spontaneous outburst of song expressing
praise and gratitude to the Almighty for the redemption from Egypt. A berakhah before such a Hallel is not only unnecessary, but
also inappropriate, as it undermines and negates the very essence of this Hallel. One might suggest that the Hallel described by
the Gemara in Pesachim, which one recites in response to a miracle, should also be “spontaneous,” a “shirah,” and not preceded
by a blessing. The closer one is to an event, the less formal and more “natural” the Hallel is. If so, then this model of Hallel,
without a blessing, may actually be the more appropriate Hallel for Yom Ha-Atzmaut. Those who pray in Religious Zionist
communities in Israel on Yom Ha-Atzmaut can testify to the genuine feeling of fervor and relevance with which Hallel is recited on
that day.

Rabbi David Brofsky, The Halachic Basis for Yom Ha-Atzmaut, YU Yom Haatzmaut To Go 5772°

APPENDIX 1 - SUMMARY OF RATIONALES®

Against reciting Hallel:

§
§
§

Ideological Objections

The establishment of the State of Israel is viewed negatively; there is no value, religious or otherwise in a State without the
Messiah.

There is no significant religious value in a State that is not run according to Jewish Law.

While significant in many ways, the State of Israel is not inherently religiously or estachatologically important.

1.

See http://www.aishdas.org/avodah/vol03/v03n056.shtml

2. www.yutorah.org/togo/haatzmaut/
3. Courtesy of Hirhurim - see http://hirhurim.blogspot.co.il/2007/04/hallel-on-yom-ha-atzmaut.html
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Technical Objections

The war has not ended; people are still suffering and dying.

Even if the establishment of the State is considered the start of the redemptive process, Hallel should be reserved for the ultimate
redemption.

Itis inappropriate to add any festivals to the calendar to mark events in Jewish history (one may [perhaps should] intend that the
Hallel on Rosh Chodesh lyyar incorporate the miracles surrounding the establishment of the State).

In favor of reciting Hallel:
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Half Hallel
The introduction of Hallel into the services should follow the model of Rosh Chodesh.
While it is appropriate to say Hallel, the Talmud (Shabbat 118b) warns against reciting Hallel “each day.” This warning only

applies to the complete Hallel.

Full Hallel without a blessing:

In theory it [a blessing] would be appropriate, but practically unwise and should not be done
The Chief Rabbinate ruled to recite Hallel without a blessing.

Out of respect for those poskim who opposed saying anything at all (as a compromise).

Not to promulgate unnecessary dispute.

Inherently inappropriate to recite a blessing:

Safek berakhah le-vattalah.

The miracles did not occur to all of 4e/al Yisrael.

The joy of the establishment of the State was mixed with tragedy.

The lack of Jewish character of the current State and lack of Jewish awareness by a majority of its inhabitants militate againsta
complete expression of joy.

A congregation should not recite a blessing, but individuals who choose, may do so.

The enemies of the State continue in their belligerence; the wars have not effectively ended.

Full Hallel with a blessing:

The day is established as a real holiday.

Ablessing is appropriate for the initiation of the redemptive process.

The miraculous nature of the founding of the State demands a blessing.

The miracles occurred for all of A/a/ Yisrael, halakhically defined.

Should depend on the community's practice with regard to reciting half Hallel on Rosh Hodesh.

When to say Hallel

Since the vote in the United Nations was at midnight, it is appropriate to recite Hallel (without a blessing) in the evening as well.
After shemoneh esrei

Hallel should be recited at the same point in the service that it is recited on other festivals

After the conclusion of services

For kabbalistic reasons, it is preferable not to introduce any breaks into the standard order of prayer services that were not
instituted by the Sages to be done on those specific days.

Even from a more traditional perspective, it is still inappropriate to change the order of the prayer service.

The redemption is, as yet, incomplete and therefore Hallel should be delayed until the conclusion of services.

After kaddish titkabalone may recite Hallel since the main section of the services has ended and there is some hesitation to
introduce it into the normal order.

To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com



5776 - )M 0NHIN

APPENDIX 2 - TABLE OF RABBINIC POSITIONS*

rabbi@rabbimanning.com

102

Name No Full Half Blessing When
R. Yoel Teitelbaum[1] X
R. Zvi Pesah Frank[2] X
R. Yosef Shelomoh Kahaneman X
R. Eliezer Waldenburg(3] X
R. Shlomoh Goren X Yes
R. Meshullam Roth[4] X Yes
R. Shlomoh Yosef Zevin X Yes
R. Yehudah Gershuni X Yes
R. Hayyim David ha-Levi X Yes
R. Natan Zvi Friedman[5] X Yes
R. David Hayyim Sheloush[6] X Depends ...
R. David ha-Kohen[7] X No
R. Isser Yehudah Unterman[8] X No, unless that is your
custom
R. Yitzhak Nissim[9] X No, unless that is your
custom
R. Yosef Dov Soloveitchik[10] X No
R. Aharon Lichtenstein X No
R. Ovadiah Hedayah[11] X No After services
R. Ovadiah Yosef[12] X No After services
R. David Lifshitz[13] X No
R. Ahron Soloveitchik[14] X No
R. Avraham Shapira[15] X No, unless that is your
custom
R. Shalom Yitzhak ha-Levi X No
R. Ben Ziyyon Hai Uziel[16] X No
R.Y. Berman[17] X No
R. Elazar Man Shach[18] X No
R. Shaul Yisraeli[19] X No

4. Courtesy of Hirhurim - see http://hirhurim.blogspot.co.il/2007/04/hallel-on-yom-ha-atzmaut.html|
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Name No Full Half Blessing When
R. Ushpizai[20] X No
R. Shalom Mesas[21] X No
R. Y. Harlop[22] X No Night
R. Mordekhai Eliyahu[23] X No Before kaddish titkabal
R. Menashe Klein Unable to determine
R. Shemu'el Wozner their positions — it
R. Yosef Shalom Elyashiv seems logical
R. Shelomoh Zalman Auerbach to assume that they
R. Yitzchak Hutner oppose the recitation
R. Moshe Feinstein of Hallel.
Preferably after
R. Hershel Schachter X No .
services
R. Moshe Zvi Neriyah[24] X No
R. Yitzhak Weisz[25] X
R. Ya'akov Kaminetsky[26] X
R. Menachem Mendel X
Schneerson[27]
R. Yitzchak Herzog’ X No Day only
R. Eliezer Melamed X Yes? Day only
R. Yisrael Meir Lau X No (at night)

[1] Va-Yo'el Moshe.

[2] Cited in Shu”t Yabi'a Omer OH 6:41.

[3] Shu”t Tzitz Eliezer 10:10.
[4] Shu”t Kol Mevaser 21.

[5] Netzer Mata'ai 36.

[6] Shu”t Hemdah Genuzah 36.

[7] http://www.daat.ac.il/DAAT/ezrachut/harabanut3-2.htm note 33.

[8] Ibid.

[9] R. Shelomo Aviner, Be-Ahavah u-ve-Emunah (Beit El, Israel: Sifriyat Hannah, 2000), 312.

Yes (by day)

[10] Recorded by R. Shalom Carmy;http://www.aishdas.org/avodah/vol03/v03n056.shtml#11.

[11] Shu”t Yaskil Avdi OH 6:10:7.
[12] Shu”t Yabi'a Omer OH 6:41.

[13] http://www.aishdas.org/asp/2005/05/yom-haatzmaut.shtml.

[14] http://hirhurim.blogspot.com/2005/05/religious-zionism-debate-v.html .

[15] R. Shemuel Katz, Ha-Rabbanut ha-Rashit le-Yisrael: Shiv'im Shanah li-Yesodah, Samkhutah, Pe'uloteha, Toldoteha (Jerusalem: Heikhal Shelomoh, 2002), 902.

[16] http://www.daat.ac.il/DAAT/ezrachut/harabanut3-2.htm.

[17] http://www.daat.ac.il/DAAT/ezrachut/harabanut3-2.htm note 30.

[18] http://www.daat.ac.il/DAAT/ezrachut/harabanut3-2.htm note 53.

[19] R. Shemuel Katz, Ha-Rabbanut ha-Rashit le-Yisrael: Shiv'im Shanah li-Yesodah, Samkhutah, Pe'uloteha, Toldoteha (Jerusalem: Heikhal Shelomoh, 2002), 901.

[20] Ibid., 902.

[21] Shu”t Shemesh u-Magen OH (3:63, 66).

[22] http://www.daat.ac.il/DAAT/ezrachut/harabanut3-2.htm note 48.

[23] http://www.moriya.org.il/shut/index.asp?SubList=84&RavList=0&answer=0&question=0&coteret=0&q=&page=3.

[24] Quoted in Shu”t Yabi'a Omer OH 5:35:5.

[25] Shu”t Minhat Yitzhak 10:10.
[26] Shu”t Minhat Yitzhak 10:10:end.

[27] Iggerot Kodesh 25, 257. Also see Sihot Kodesh 5727, vol. 2, 313 regarding Yom Yerushalayim, quoted in R. Yaakov ha-Levi Horowitz, “Al 'Yom Yerushalayim:” 28 lyyar
ke-Yom Hag — ha-Omnam?,” Pardes Habad 11 (5763): 166.

5. This has historically been the general position of the Israeli Chief Rabbinate, other than Rav Goren
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