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THE HALACHOT OF TZNIUT
1 - THE TORAH MITZVAH - SELF-RESPECT
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A] INTRODUCTION

In any discussion of tzniut it is critical to distinguish between different areas of halacha. These exist as separate units but interface and
intertwine with each other to create a complex halachic picture. In particular we will need to deal separately with:-

1 - The general halachot of tzniut as self-respect. This apply equally to men and women and are not limited to (although include) issues
of dress. They appear in Shulchan Aruch 0.C. 1,2,3, 240 and Even Haezer 25. We will deal with this in this shiur.

2 - The specific halachot of tzniut as they relate to dress. These focus on the concept of Dat Yehudit, as developed in the gemara in
Ketubot. They apply in principle to men and women although are focused specifically on women in the context of the ketubah. They
appear in Shulchan Aruch in Even Haezer 115. These are the focus of Shiur 2.

3 - The halachot concerning ‘ervah’ and saying berachot, learning, davening in the presence of ervah. These relate almost entirely to
MEN. They include issues of kol ishah, ‘tefach’ and ‘shok’ and are developed in the gemara in Berachot 24a. They can be found in
Shulchan Aruch in Orach Chaim 75 and we will look at them in Shiur 3. These halachot are NOT primarily focused on tzniut or how
women should dress.

4 - Halachot regarding appropriate sexual behavior including what should be looked at, listened to and thought about. These apply
mostly to MEN although invoke other more basic issues of sexual conduct which apply to both genders. They appear in Shulchan Aruch
Even Haezer 25.

5 - Halachot of lifnei iver - ie causing others to sin. This is a general principle which applies far beyond tzniut or dress. It does however
in this context also include an obligation on women to give thought to the effect that their behavior/dress has on men and to be
sensitized to this fundamental bein adam lechavero issue. Lifnei Iver is brought in Shulchan Aruch in many contexts, although not
specifically on the issue of dress.

6 - Ahavat Re'im. There is always a halachic imperative of Ahavat Reim - the obligation to show sensitivity to others in all dealings with
them. This will apply equally to both men and women, although in different ways. Men must be sensitive so as not to offend women in
the way that they discuss or encourage appropriate dress. Some women may be dressed appropriately for their dat yehudit and men
who do not approve will have to look away and keep quiet. Women who are not dressed according to halachic requirements relevant to
them must, as in all halachic issues, be treated respectfully and with dignity as set out in the general halachot of tochacha. At the
same time, women must be conscious of the need for sensitivity in dress and behavior when with others (both men and women) who
may be offended by certain types of clothing. They will need to be tolerant of other people’s views, especially where they disagree with
them.

B] THE TORAH SOURCE FOR TZNIUT

Note: Everything in sections B and C applies equally to men and women

X TPD2) DY) N2 NP0 N THIYD D) TR DY T2 NN T (T) NN 19Y TN mneb o 32 mon ) 1
Y1 72T TNY 73 TP N9Y VTR IR TR 99 PIN INDY TN0D TND 39P3 THNMA PPN N 2 (10) MY
INNN

10-» 35 D37
The Torah includes a mitzvah to keep the ‘battlefield bathroom’ clean and dignified. This involves a constant awareness
that G-d’s existence and presence is real at all times and that, as such - VYTR T M) - our lives and surroundings
must remain ‘kadosh’. Part of this includes not allowing any ‘ervah’ to be seen around us in such a way that expels and
excludes kedusha and G-d’s presence
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The concept of tzniut is one of the three fundamental principles of Judaism, as outlined by Micha. One explanation of
‘tzniut’ is ‘hidden’ - not to conduct one’s religious life in an exihibitionist and arrogant way
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The other place in Tanach that ‘tzniut’ is mentioned is in Mishlei; those who are ‘tzanuah’ are associated with wisdom
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The expression ‘©YISN' appears 3 times in the Mishna, twice in connection with sha’atnez and once here in relation to
kerem reva’i - fruit from the fourth year’s crop which had to be eaten in Yerushalayim or redeemed on coins and the
coins taken to Y-m. In the Shemitta year, when such fruit was accessible to all comers, the concern was that they would
not realize that it had to be eaten in Y-m. Some people would put down a marker to inform the public. But the ‘tznuim’
would lay out money to pre-redeem the fruit before others took it
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Tzniut in this context means awareness of mitzvot and a focus on avoiding issurim
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The Sefer Mitzvot Katan (written in 1277 by R’ Yitzchak of Corbeille, one of the Ba’alei haTosafot) learns that there is a
Torah mitzvah of tzniut from WYTP I WM. His application of this mitzvah is in the most private places - using the

bathroom and sexual intimacy. From these paradigm cases he learns out to all life situations
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Rabbeinu Peretz (a younger contemporary of the Smak) immediately relates this mitzvah to the behavior of a talmid
chacham

C] TZNIUT IN PRACTICE
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The halacha of tzniut is recorded by the Rema in the first halacha of Shulchan Aruch as part of the principle of ‘sh’viti
Hashem lenegdi tamid’ - to exist in a constant awareness of the reality of ‘ratzon Hashem’ even in the most private
places
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The Shulchan Aruch rules the obligation to be tzanuah is in the bathroom. The Biur Halacha brings the Smak
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The Shulchan Aruch also rules the obligation of tzniut in the marital bedroom
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Chazal stress that REAL tzniut is judged on who you are INTERNALLY and thus how you behave in a place where no one
can see you. If a person dresses or behaves tzanuah in front of other people but acts like an animal when no one is there,
he ultimately has no self-respect at all. Dressing a certain way is required in halacha but a person who does so may be
playing a social game! Tzniut cuts through all that to a deep awareness of the realty of G-d
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This is the famous account of Kimchit who had 7 sons who merited to serve as Cohen Gadol. She felt that her merit was
due to the fact that her hair was never uncovered, even in the house. The Rabbis responded that many other women had
done this but it do not work for them. Why not? Are the Rabbis rejecting Kimchit’s claim to merit?
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The version of this conversation in the Talmud Yerushalmi adds another critical element. She responded that her hair
was never uncovered and her clothing was never undignified even in her home. This is not a gemara about hair covering
but about deep inner dignity. Other women who went through the same motions, but without the character development,
did not succeed
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that a person should get dressed under the covers so that he will not need to walk around the
bedroom naked. Even if no one can see him the whole world is filled with G-d. Note that this does not mean that ‘G-d is
looking’ but rather that a person should have an awareness of G-d’s reality at all times
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The Mishna Berura applies this in his context to putting on socks under the covers. His reasoning is that NO ONE would
walk around barefoot EVEN in the house. Since people would be deeply shocked in those places to know that you did so,
thus walking around in that way is the issur of ‘hineni bechadrei chadarim’. You don’t care if you think no one knows!!

Thus this halacha of self-dignity will apply in different ways to different people in different situations
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Tzniut is behaving in the APPROPRIATE way before G-d. This was at the root of David’s argument with Michal after he
danced wildly before the people. She understood tzniut as behaving in a specific way. He informed her that tzniut was
behaving in the appropriate way before G-d
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Thus if a person discovers sha’atnez min halorah in their clothing they must remove it immediately - even in public!
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