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Rav Achai Gaon, in the Sheiltot, spells out how destructive hatred can be, especially between brothers. The hatred of the
brothers for Yosef resulted in galut mitzrayim

THE PROHIBITION OF HATRED
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The verse contains two independent mitzvot:- (a) not to hate a fellow Jew; and (b) to give tochacha
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The Ohr Hachaim gives a guide as to how to measure ‘lo tisna’ - whenever a person distances themselves somewhat from
a feeling of brotherhood for another
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The Ramban gives two explanations to this verse: (i) that the issur to hate includes open hatred as well as hidden hatred
but the verse spoke of the standard case of hating ‘in one’s heart’. The next mitzvah of tochacha is therefore unrelated to
lo tisna and concerns the standard mitzvah of giving tochacha as mussar, (ii) that the issur to hate is only hatred in the
heart - when a person keeps it bottled up inside them. Rather, a person should give tochacha in the sense of confronting
the other person and dealing with the issue out in the open. Thus, in this explanation, the mitzvot of lo tisna and
tochacha are closely connected
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The Rashbam says specifically that a person must not pretend to be a friend but secretly hate another person. The Torah
insists that we deal with the issue openly
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The Rambam goes so far as to say that the issur of lo tisna is only if a person hates in his heart. But if he hates a person
openly, that is not the issur of lo tisna at all! Such behavior is of course prohibited, but under other mitzvot - such as
ahavat re’im
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The Rambam rules that, even if a person hits and insults someone else, such behavior does not fall under the issur of Lo
Tisna. In the next halacha, the Rambam deals with the obligation for someone who feels hurt to give tochacha - i.e. to
confront the other person with his grievance and deal with it
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The issur of hating someone ‘secretly’ is not only if a person keeps it inside himself. If they speak lashon hara and smear
another person in private, whilst pretending to be friendly in public, this is the issur of lo tisna. The essence of lo tisna is
that the victim has no opportunity to deal with the accusation or defend himself. In a public feud the victim can at least
take steps to deal with the issue and protect himself
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Whilst there are other interpretation in the Rishonim of the issur of Lo Tisna, the Mishna Berura rules the approach set
out above as the final halacha

A MITZVAH TO HATE?
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If one person sees another doing a serious aveira, he may not come forward alone as a single witness. In fact, this would
be prohibited as lashon hara since two witnesses are needed to punish the wrongdoer. However, it is permitted to hate
the wrongdoer and the Gemara concludes that it is in fact a mitzvah to hate him

PO 12 P> NI NP DY ... YY) N IYIN) PID NPT DIVIYI DIYHD ORI DN PR e 11
(PPH DI DPSEM PEI IHNP DD 5> - YY) APPYY PN NP N2 NI YN DY INDND

AN PI9 02T
The Torah calls someone who has done an aveira a ‘rasha’ but, once they have received their punishment, they are again
called ‘achicha’. Thus, when they are not considered ‘achicha’ they are not included in the category of people whom it is
forbidden to hate - 73353 NN 1IN NoUn N5
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The Rambam rules that it is a mitzvah to hate a rasha, meaning someone who has done an issur Torah and has not yet
done teshuva
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Yet the Rambam, in his perush on the Mishna, clearly says that as long as a person believes in the 13 principles of
emuna, it is a mitzvah to love them even if they do aveirot! How can there be a mitzvah to love a person whom one is
also required to hate!?
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If a person sees the animal of his enemy collapsing under a load he must help to unload the animal
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Unloading an animal is a bigger mitzvah than helping to load it up since there is also a mitzvah of ‘tzar ba’alei chayim’.

Nevertheless, Chazal tell us that if there is a choice between loading the donkey of an enemy or unloading the donkey of a
friend, one should help the enemy in order to overcome the yetzer hara to hate them
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Tosafot explain that the passuk in 14 above is indeed talking about a rasha and you are indeed allowed to hate them.
However, since you hate them (albeit with the Torah’s permission), they will hate you back personally without
permission. As a result of that, you may be tempted to hate them back in turn with what Tosafot call a ‘total hatred’ i.e. a
personal hatred. This is the yetzer hara that you must fight
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The Ba’al Hatanya says the same idea - hate the negative root of sin within the person yet love the sinner for the spark of
Godliness which resides in every human being
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Rav Goren rules that this is also how Rav Kook explained the dynamic of the mitzvah
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The Second Temple was destroyed due to Sinat Chinam. This does not mean hatred for no reason. It means hatred with
no basis in Torah - i.e. personal hatred as opposed to passionate hatred of a rasha’s lifestyle, whilst at the same time
loving and respecting him as a person

20.

o N7 N DX 12 5VD DIBN M MY APIRA AW SN PP
» SPONDY WRY T N WY 13 13972 RSP T 2UTERD 0N KT W o
Yy LY MoYns DM 1T KD IR AN T DTEm DPTE YR W
R 71 AR DAY KOW 3w W OB N TN 1N 0253w Ran AR B
29w 5y e nymn 5% maben T 1w b iy weay L DTpERY P
(DS HON 15KD VTS G210 11 KW R TSPRIR L PO YIS TR P31, Avant
B MY YIS e 2Ys mevpys 85 oy mcbns o3 s s pobne
. PINT W MBMM ANMSA 130

YN ‘0D NNTPN - WOIN DY 298N WP
The Netziv (19C Russia) explains that the sinat chinam which destroyed the Second Temple was caused by tzaddikim who
were acting lesheim shamayim! The problem was that they personalised their disagreements to the stage that they called
other people apikorsim - heretics, just because they opposed their position. G-d cannot bear tzaddikim like this!

It follows from the above that a person is allowed to feel passionate dislike for the lifestyle of a rasha but not to hate
them personally. However, when dealing with someone to whom the issur of Lo Tisna does apply - i.e. achicha - there
is no justification for feeling a passionate dislike even for their lifestyle or actions, since they are not a rasha.
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1t is clear from the Sefer Hachinuch that one is only allowed to hate a rasha after having given them tochacha a number
of times
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The Chazon Ish rules that no-one is an intentional sinner until they have received a proper tochacha and since we cannot
give tochacha these days, almost no-one can be said to be acting ‘bemazid’. According to many authorities today, we are
no longer able to give tochacha properly. As such, we cannot treat any person as a rasha - maybe they would have done

teshuva if only we could have given them proper tochacha! It therefore emerges (i) that very few people today are
reshaim and (ii) even those few who may be reshaim must never be hated personally

THE SPECIAL PROHIBITION OF MACHLOKET
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There is a specific mitzvah to remember the episode of Korach so that we should not be like him and his supporters
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The Smak explains that the issur applies to all machloket
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Rabbeinu Yona considers the issur to make or perpetuate machloket to be one of the 613 mitzvot
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Chazal see from Moshe’s approach to Datan and Aviram that a person must try to avoid machloket and, even if they are
clearly in the right, must ‘go the extra mile’ to make shalom!
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There is a concept of ‘machloket leshaim shamayim’ - such as that if Hillel and Shamai
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Machloket leshaim shamayim is defined as the search for truth. If so, there are no losers - only winners when the truth is
finally reached. Machloket shelo leshaim shamayim is intended to achieve victory over a loser. It is essentially
egocentric
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The Jewish people did not doubt that Moshe was authentic. There emuna in him was total and stemmed from the Har
Sinai experience. In fact the machloket of Korach was personal in nature - sinat chinam. Even if the content of the
argument is legitimate, once the issues become personal, this is called sinat chinam
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The Torah contains an prohibition of factionalism - splitting into rival groups. This issur of lo titgodedu is also designed
to minimize machloket




