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BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
SHIUR 6 - HACHNASAT ORCHIM

d�ga, ;ruj - rsbk iufn

                   

vumnv ruen

1. t 'vkfv xhbfvku ',nv thmuvku 'ohkct ojbku 'ohkuj reck - ovhrcs ka vag ,umn ohjrutv ,uukkukfc exg,vku '
uktu /ovhfrm kfc osgxku 'i,jvu vkfv jnak ifu 'ruceku 'rupjku 'supxku 'uhbpk lkhku ';,fv kg ,tak 'vrucev hfrm
kf - �lunf lgrk ,cvtu� kkfc iv hrv ovhrcsn ukt ,umn kfa hp kg ;t /rugha ovk ihta upudca ohsxj ,ukhnd iv

,umncu vru,c lhjtk i,ut v,t vag ohrjt lk o,ut uagha vmur v,ta ohrcsv
t:sh kct �kv ocnr

The Rambam explains that many of the mitzvot of chesed, including hachnasat orchim are chiyuvim miderabbanan but

involve a kiyum of the mitzvah min haTorah of ‘ahavat re’im’

2. ci,ut veanu ohfrs hrcug khftn vc dvba sxjv lrsu ubhct ovrct ueeja ejv tuvu kfv in vcurn vhukv rfa
 /i,ut vuknu vbhfa hbp ,kcevn ohjrut ,xbfv vkusdu rntbaohabt vaka vbvu trhuurnt - i,xbfvn r,uh ohhuuku /

ohns lpua ukhtf vukn ubhta kf ohnfj
c:sh kct �kv ocnr

The roots of the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim lie in the chesed of Avraham Avinu who left his dialogue with the Shechina

in order to look after travellers.  The Rambam also stresses the importance of accompanying guests out (see later)

3.. r³ H #u t $rÀ#H #u uh· k g oh­(c M(b oh º(J b,t v  ́J«k $J Æv0B (v $u t $rº#H #u Æuh bh 0g t³ ¬(H #u c :oI6H #v o«¬j $F k 9v« ­t  v:j6#,69P c¬0J«h tU ²v $u t·0r $n #n h­0b«k60t $C �v Æuh k 0t t³ r0H#u
d :v m $r6 t Uj­#T $J(H #u k 9v« ºt  v j6#,́ 9P (n Æo  ,t  r $e(kW ��S �c g k! g "n r« $c%g� , t!&b'k  t Whº�bh "g �C *i "j h +,t,&m &n t.&b'o +t h-/&b-«s-%t r· nt«H u2t́ b:j #E6Ah s :

o·9f $S $c #g:k #g o­9T $r #c,g i¬0F:k #g:h6(F Ur« ºc,g6#T r´#j #t Æo9f $C(k U ³s,g6#x $u o 9j ¹9k:, #p v  ̧j $e 9t $u v :.60g  v , #j¬#T U­b,g6 E 6(v $u o·9fh0k $d #r U ­m,j 6#r $u o(h º#n:y #g $n
:,I 6dAg h¬(G,g6#u h (JU­k ,9k« ºx j #n ´9e Æoh (t $x J«³k $J hº(r,v6#n r 9nt«ÀH #u v· r  G:k 9t v kIv« ­t  v o² v  r $c #t r 0̄v #n$h #u u :  T $r6#C (S r¬9J,t6#F v­9G,g6#T i¬0F U ºr $nt«́H #u
v º G g r´9J,t Ær  e C #v:i 9cU c À k  j $u v ¹ t $n 9j j #̧E(H #u j :I 6,«t ,I¬G,g6#k r­0v #n$h #u r #gº#B #v:k 9t i´0T(H #u ÆcIy u Q³#r r ¹ e C:i 9C j #̧E(H #u o· v  r $c #t .  ́r r ­ e C #v:k 9t $u z

:k 9v« 6t c v¬0B (v r 9nt«­H #u W·9T $J (t v  ́r  G v­0H #t uh º k 0t Uŕ $n 6t«H #u y :Uk60ft«H #u .­0g  v , #j¬#T o²9vh0k,g s 0̄n«g tUv̧ $u o·9vh0b $p(k i­0T(H #u
y-t :jh ,hatrc

Many of the details of how to do hachnasat orchim are learned from Avraham Avinu

4.ibgv sungk ufz ovhkg snug tuvu rfac ink ufz ckju vtnj rfac vakak ufz vaka rfac ktgnah hcr hcs tb, ifu
ohrn ka vrtck ufz ohn ygn tb jeuh rfac

:up tghmn tcc

The forms of chesed displayed to the travellers provided the zechut for the chasadim received by Klal Yisrael in the desert

- the manna, the clouds and the well

vumnv ,kgn

5. :rntba 'kuj tuva vzn .uj 'ase ovrctc vru,c ohruntv ,una kf/lhbhgc ij h,tmn tb ot h-b-s-t rnthuic tbhbj 
:cr rnt vsuvh cr rnts tv tkzt itnf /ase vz ;t :urnt hgsunv rzgkt hcr ouan vhrzg ic rzgkt hcru gauvh hcr hjt

 duzv u,utf ?itnf /vbhfa hbp ,kcevn r,uh ihjrut ,xbfv vkusd
:vk ,uguca

There is a debate in Chazal as to whether the word h-À b-«s-,t in source 3 is kodesh or chol i.e. is Avraham addressing the
travellers or G-d?  

6.rntba vz ;t ase ovrctc ohruntv ,unav kfase tuv hrv ij h,tmn tb ot hbst 

y:u vru,v hsuxh �kv ocnr 
The Rambam rules that the Shem is kodesh
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7. ch,fs vbhfa hbp ,kcevn ihjrut ,xbfv vkusd cr rnt vsuvh cr rntrcg, tb kt lhbhgc ij h,tmn tb ot (wv) rnthu
/udu) ohjrutv kcek lkvu ujhbvu -«  h"ar (rnuk kufh iye iht u"c ,sn /osu rac ,sn v"cev ,snf tka vtru tc rzgkt r"t

ch,f tuv lurc ausevc ukhtu lkmt tcta sg i,nv kusdk/udu �h,tmn tb ot (wv) rnthu 
/zfe ,ca

The Rambam’s ruling is based on a Gemara. Avraham is asking G-d to wait while he has finished dealing with his guests.

Effectively, he is telling G-d that he can connect with Him better by doing hachnasat orchim than through nevuah!
1

 

8.uktu tcv okugk uk ,nhhe irevu vzv okugc ivh,urhp kfut ost ohrcs vaa ibjuh r"t hxt r"t tkha rc vsuvh cr rnt
,ufz ;fk urcj ,t isvu vru, sunk,k uhbc ksdnvu arsnv ,hc ,nfavu vkp, iuhgu ohkuj ruehcu ihjrut ,xbfv iv

/zfe ,ca

Chazal consider this mitzvah to be one which yields rewards in this world and in the next

9.uzn vkusd vumn lk ihta ///// 

oa ,ca hrhtn

The Meiri even considers it to be the greatest mitzvah of all

10. rntba 'ktrahn ,ujpan h,a vehjrva 'vnhdk vkusd(df ohrcs) ohncu ojkc of,t unse tk rat rcs kgibjuh hcru /
'kgcv hthcb kg vbhfa vranu 'ohgarv in ohbhg ,nkgnu 'oheujrv ,t ,crenu 'ohcurev ,t ,ejrn :rnt vhshs

 rfac :ibjuh hcr rnts /ur,hn - oheujrv ,t ,crenu /ctunu iung - ohcurev ,t ,ejrn /iusz vkug u,ddau(c ,una) itre
ojk kfthu uk- kgcv hthcb kg vbhfa vranu /vfhnn - ohgarv in ohbhg ,nkgnu ///// ,hzdv ,fakc ucahu uhbc hbc ufz '

 ch,fs 'thcbv usg ka urhcjn (d"h wt ohfkn)uchav rat thcbv kt wv rcs hvhu ijkav kt ohcah ov hvhu- iusz vkug v,ddau /
'hnstv dtus sryb tku 'ohbvfv rhg cub vdrvb tk ojk ,urff h,a susk i,buvh uvuukv hknkt :cr rnt vsuvh cr rnts

 uhbc ,akau kuta drvb tku
:de ihrsvbx

Hachnasat orchim shaped the development of the Jewish people through Tanach, thereby changing Jewish history

11. ch,fs(tn ktezjh) ijkav vz hkt rcshu .g uh,rheu ufrtu uk uh,ugmenu ,unt oh,a ufrtu vucd ,unt aka .g jcznv
wv hbpk ratkg rpfn jczn ohhe asenv ,hca inzc :uvhhur, hrnts ahek ahru ibjuh hcr /ijkac ohhxu jcznc j,p /

)/uhkg rpfn ost ka ubjka - uhafg 'ost ihjrut ,xbfvc - h"ar(
/zf vdhdj

Hachnasat Orchim has a role of providing kapara in place of the mizbeach, hence our minhagim at the table relating to

the mizbeach - dipping bread in salt, throwing the bread, clearing away the knives etc

12.ukhtf cu,fv uhkg vkgn uhxfbn uvbvnu u,hc lu,c ofj shnk, jrtnv kf cegh ic rzghkt hcr ouan tbhbj wrc hxuh r"t
ihshn, chren

:h ,ufrc

Hosting a talmid chacham in your house even provides a zechut as if a person had brought a korban tamid

13.vru, sunk,u 'ohsxj ,ukhndu 'iuhtrvu 'ohrufcvu 'vtpv :ruga ovk ihta ohrcs ukt
t:t vtp vban

14.ruzgha hbavu  /ohuca iuhspu vesm iudf ubunnc ktrahk ostv ruzgha sjtv /,umnv in ohbhbg hba kg kpub oa tuv
rugha vk iht j�nd itfc rnta vnu /vzk vnusu ohb,j ,pujk tucku oh,nv ,t ,ukku ohkct oujhb iudf upudc o,ut
,hahnjn r,uh ,,k chhj,h tku 'ubunn ,hahnj tuvu rugha vk ah ubunnc u,ut ruzga lt  /upudc ostv ruzgk rnuk vmur

,ushxj ,snc if vag ot sck ubunn
oa o�cnrv aurp

The Mishna states that there is no maximum shiur to giving chesed. However this is only in terms of the physical effort

involved.  Financially, one is not required to spend more than one fifth of one’s money on a positive  mitzvah

1. Although since the Rambam understands that the whole episode is taking place within the nevuah (cf. the view of the Ramban),

one could perhaps say that this message is effectively being communicated to him through the nevuah 
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�jrut� ka rsd

15.uvbhpa iudf 'vumn rcsk tkt u,ubpk uc khj,vk ruxt ubnn ep,xvk r,una p"gt 'ihh hsf ka ut vtuc, ka rmut
 /arsnv ,hc uc gucek ut ohjrut ,xbfvkujrt,ba ohjrut inhza ut 'u,hcc ukmt ujrt,ba tkt 'ohjrut hren tku ////:vdv

/,uar ,sugx er vumn ,sugx ubhtu ohjrut hren tk ukmt sugxk urhcj inhzaf kct ohrjt kmt
t:dka j�ut lurg ijkua

Hachnasat Orchim does not mean having friends around for dinner but inviting those who are needy - financially,

emotionally or psychologically

16.  kkfc iv hrvlunf lgrk ,cvtu,umncu vru,c lhjtk i,ut v,t vag ohrjt lk o,ut uagha vmur v,ta ohrcsv kf -
c:sh kct �kv ocnr

The key is remembering that the root of the mitzvah is ‘ahavat reim’ - treating others as you would be treated 

.

17.'u,cuyk ihfhrm ihta ;tu /k"hrvnv oac wihkjub ahw rpxc c,fa unf 'ohrhagc ;t dvub ohjrut ,xbfv ,umns sug gsu
ov ohjrutv ot a"fu /vumn thv osucf hpk oscfku oanak ks,anu ',uph ohbpc o,ut kcena vkcev hfv ukhpt
ubscfh ukmt rhag uvgr tcafs 'tuv lupvb ohcrv ubh,ubugcu] ///// vesm ,umn od vzc ohhena 'vkupf vumn thv 'ohhbg

cmg ckc od ohngpku f"f uc jna iht ///// jur vfbu cukg aht ukmt tcafu 'cuy cku vjnacu ohsuchfv kfc
t erp hahka ekj  ohhj .pjk sxj ,cvt rpx

Hachnasat Orchim applies to ‘rich’ guests too but there should be a special place for the poor at your table

jrtnv hbhs

(t)ujukacn r,uh uc vumn 

(c),uph ohbp rcx

18.ohaucf uhbpu okugca ,ucuy ,ub,n kf urcjk ost i,b ota snkn ?smhf /,uph ohbp rcxc ostv kf ,t kcen huvu
uhkg vkgn oukf uk i,b tk ukhpt ,uph ohbp rcxc urhcj ,t kcenv kct /oukf uk i,b tk uktf cu,fv uhkg vkgn .rtc

okugca ,ucuy ,ub,n kf uk i,b uktf cu,fv
dh erp ;ux i,b hcrs ,uct

Greeting others with a smile is far important than the amount that you give them

(d)auch tka

19.s /////////uahhck tka 'u,bnc tku kfutv hbpc ihkf,xn iht   u/vsugxc (izdr ut ixgf whp) ispe ost tvh tk
u 's :g�e j�ut lurg ijkua

It is very important not to embarrass guests in any way, including by staring at them

20.j", '.rtv og ivfv otu `unhsevk vumn 'ivf ivn sjtu ohua ov otu :vdv /gmuc okufca kusd 'ohcr ohcuxnv ot
////////kusd jrutv ot ukhptu gmuc tuv 'v"gc ovng ah otu ////////// `uk osue

sh:zxe j�ut lurg ijkua

The ba’al habayit should make hamotzi even in front of important guests so that he can distribute the challa generously.

Otherwise, a cohen gets precedence

21.ihta iuhf vkj, gmcha kusdvk scfh c"vgca iufbv htsuc inmgk ihfrcnu urffn t"utf kfut ihcuxnv kfa vsugxc lt
:vph ihg ouan ogy itf

oa c�n

If everyone has their own challot, the most important guest makes hamotzi
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(s)lkhcac tku okhcac sxj

(v)ohbc lubhj

(u),urhvn

(z)vh,au vkhft

22. thb,s- lng uk cuy hfiah ihh v,ua v,t rche ,p kfut tuvu vheb ,p kfut v,t tv, tka /v,anc lngu kftnc lng
unmgk iust vbuef hrcg scg vbuev kf urnt itfn ic,v hcd kg iah tuvu ohfun hcd kg iah v,t asj ihh v,ua tuvu

 /f ihause

Guests must treated with as much honour as the host

23.rntb hrv 'ubnn thcha ihnv u,utca r,uhc jcuanv vphv in ubcre thchu ush chjrhu grv urmh ;ufh unmg ,ufzk vmurva
ktv oak tuva rcs kfc ihsv tuvu 'u,jbn ktu kcv kt h"h gahu ivhckjnu ubtm ,urufcn tuv od thcv kcvu vru,c
'ubjkuaca eu,nvu cuyv in khfth cgr khftv 'u,chah ,hcn vtb vhvh vkp, ,hc vbc ot 'cuyvu vtbv in vhvha cuyv

 wudu whhk ckj kf rnut tuv ifu uhxfbca vphv in ahseh rcs ahsev 'u,uxfca vphv in vxfh ourg vxf
th vfkv z erp jczn hruxht ,ufkv o"cnr

Any mitzvah should be with one’s best offering and not grudgingly

24.iuatr ouh urcj ukceu thbxftk lkh ota ,ubcrev in .rt lrs vru,v lsnk ouh kf ,jup ,uhvk vtr vn hbhnav ouhc
 ,hbye ukhftna sg lkuvu ,jup lf erh ukhftn hghcrc ohds ukhftn hahkac rac ukhftn wc ,upug ukhftnu vph ukcen

 vf:tf varp vcr rcsnc

We learn from the korbanot on Succot and Shemini Atzeret that the key is to make the guest feel at home - sometimes that

means reducing the formality so that the guest can relax

(j)huuk

25. r",kjbc vpurgv vkdgv kg ovhsh ,t umjrh kkjv kt ohcurev thvv rhgv hbez kfu urntu ///// osv ,t ufpa tk ubhsh
utr tk ubhbhgu vzvuvubjbvu uvubhtr tku ,ubuzn tkc uvubrypu ubhshk tc tk tkt ohns ihfpua s"ca v,kg ubck kg hfu  /

� rntba rugha vk iht vhukv rfaa vhukk ihpuf rnut n"r vhv thb,  /vhuk tkcurnthu rhgv in tmuh aht ohrnuav utrhu
 sxj lng ubhagu rhgv tucn ,t tb ubtrv uk ch,fu/rhgv tucn ,t otrhuhpk udrv rhgv v,ut kfa ?ung uag sxj vnu 

 ujka u,jpanu ahtv u,utu crj vzv ouhv sg vna thv zuk vna trehu rhg ichu oh,jv .rt ahtv lkhuohrcs tkvu /////
,jt kg uhkdrc vhuk vauga hn ,urusv kf ;ux sg ugrzku uk vkmv ord uhkdrc lkv tku uhpc rchs tka vz hbgbf vnu /u"e

!!vnfu vnf
/un vyux

The importance of accompanying guests is learnt from the episode of the egela arufa and also from the capture of the city

of Bet-El

26. dvz rcsc ukmg,b otu ouenk ouenn rcugv ost ,uukk ihjuka ihbe,n uhv ihs ,hcu vesmk ihpufa lrsf vhhukk ihpuf
?vc ost chhja vhuk rugha vnfu vcrv rfa uk ah ,unt gcrt urhcj ,t vuknv ukhpt ohns ufpa ukhtf ovhkg vkgn
aka sg evcun ucr vhv otu vxrp sg crk shnk,vu ,ca ouj, sg urhcjk ahtvu rhg ka vrucg sg shnk,k crv

:,utxrp
d :sh kct �kv ocnr

The chiuv of livui is treated very seriously in halacha, to the extent that sometimes the obligation was to accompany a

Rav 3 parsot -  over 7 miles.  Today, assuming the road is safe, the halacha is at least 4 amos 

jrutv hbhs

27.k 9v«t c v0B (v r 9nt«H #u W 9T $J (t v  r  G v0H #t uh k 0t Ur $nt«H #u  
y:j�h ,hatrc 

The melachim asked where Sarah was, yet they did not want to speak to her
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28.vkgc kg vccjk hsf 'v,hv vgubma ghsuvk tkt 'v,hv ifhv ubnt vra ,rav hftkn uhv ihgsuh
oa h�ar

Rashi explains that they were trying to communicate to Avraham how great Sarah was!

29./jrut hbpkn kfutv ubnn vbudn /vbudn vz hrv ohsh ,khybc kzkzna ofj shnk, kf jrutu 'jrut xhbfn jrut ubnn vbudn
i,akan vbudn ,hcv kgc jhryn

y vfkv z erp .rt lrs ,fxn ,ubye ,u,fxn

A guest must not bring another guest unannounced and must not burden the host 

30.vvagh ,hcv kgc uk rntha vn kf ',hck xbfbv 
u-s :g�e j�ut lurg ijkua

The guest must do whatever the host asks

 

31.wufu rntha vn kf zy -otu vagh f"pgt vubg ouan jrutv if vaug vhv tka vrrau ,uxd ,me uc aha rcs ukhpt ubhhv
cuy tnkgc ,uahrp tuva rcs kct rucgk c"vgck gunak chhujn ubht ruxht lrx ouan vauga rcsc ,uahrp vzht dvub jrutv

:uhagn rh,xvk rcdk   vagh zh-c"vgcvu r,uh ,u,aku kuftk ct, ubht ot vh,au vkhftc kct vh,au vkhft ,kuz teus //// 
:a"g uhrcsf vaug ubht ot c"vgck sucf ,ghbn vzc ihtu vkhftv uk ehzh tka hsf chhujn ubht vzk urhmpn

oa c�n

Guests should not be shy in front of the host if he asks them to do something that they might not normally feel comfortable

doing, but they certainly do not have to do commit an aveira, or even to eat more if they are full

32.vnsh tuvu tyuj tmnbu ostv cur hbhgc ohke ohrcs ova hpk 'ivn cuak u,ezj iht i,ut vaugv ohrcs vanj ivn
oukf rnthu tyj tka vnsn tuvu 'tuv kzd ect vza vhkgck ,epxn vbhta vsugxn kfutv (t) :iv uktu 'tyj vz ihta

///// u,uarc tkt h,kft
 s vfkv s erp vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

Eating the food of someone who cannot afford the expense is a very serious aveira

33.'jrut oa ah ot kct 'jrut oa ihtaf hkhn hbvu `htar 'lrck iyek ,uar i,hk vmr otu `;uxc tc ukhpt 'lrcn kusd
 ?ufrcn vfrc vnu /,hcv kgck lrcha hsf 'ubnn kusd ,hcv kgc ot ukhpt lrcn tuvkgc okfh tku auch tka iumr hvh

hagnc iya yukah tku 'rhgk ohcureu ohjkmun uhxfb uhvhu 'uhxfb kfc jhkmhu 'tcv okugc tku vzv okugc tk vzv ,hcv
okug sgu v,gn iug ruvrvu tyj rcs oua uhbpk eeszh ktu 'uhshkg (shpevk vmur ubhta aurhp) r,uuk vmur v"gc otu /

htar 'unmgc iuznv ,frc lrcku 'u,frcvmrha hnk lrck i,hk kufha ihsv tuvu :vdv /
t:tr j�ut lurg ijkua

The guest should bentch in order to give the host a beracha

34.kgcn ,uar ukyb f"tt ',hcv kgc ka uscgk ut ubck i,hku ovhbpkn kuyhk ohtar obht ,hcv kgc kmt ihxbfbv ohjrut
,hcv

 yh ;hgx ge inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

A guest should not give food to the children of the host or otherewise act as a host

35.wufu ohtar obht-  tku ,rumc hbac ohjrut wd inhza sjt ostc vagn s"m ihkujc t,htsf vhva vagn hbpn ohnfj ,be, tuv
utmn eubh, ka uhct tc hahka ifu hba ifu uk i,bu uekj ivn sjt kyb c"vgc ka ubc tc ohmhc akaf tkt ovhbpk jhbvk uk vhv
uc,fu /a"g ,nu kpbu ddk vkg tuv ;t v,nu vkpbu ddk v,kg unt v,tra iuhf ,nu gerec uycj ushc oh,au uhpc sjt ehzjna
tka ijkav kg vcrv ah ot kct ovk rxjhaf c"vgc ahhc,nu ,nmnumn vsugx v,hva x"as d"vfc teuss r"tu t"nv
vz kfc lfuj jeur ina rpxcu ohhrhavn ovk i,hk r,un rhh,abu kuftk ukf rcf ot a"f z"pku ovk i,hk ohtar z"hg rxjh

rhnjvk
yh ;hgx ge inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua kg vrurc vban

The Mishna Berura gives the reason from a gemara in Chullin which recounts a very upsetting story.....


