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The Rambam explains that many of the mitzvot of chesed, including hachnasat orchim are chiyuvim miderabbanan but
involve a kiyum of the mitzvah min haTorah of ‘ahavat re’im’
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The roots of the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim lie in the chesed of Avraham Avinu who left his dialogue with the Shechina
in order to look after travellers. The Rambam also stresses the importance of accompanying guests out (see later)
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Many of the details of how to do hachnasat orchim are learned from Avraham Avinu
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The forms of chesed displayed to the travellers provided the zechut for the chasadim received by Klal Yisrael in the desert
- the manna, the clouds and the well
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There is a debate in Chazal as to whether the word >-)-1-N in source 3 is kodesh or chol i.e. is Avraham addressing the
travellers or G-d?
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The Rambam rules that the Shem is kodesh
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The Rambam’s ruling is based on a Gemara. Avraham is asking G-d to wait while he has finished dealing with his guests.
Effectively, he is telling G-d that he can connect with Him better by doing hachnasat orchim than through nevuah!'
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Chazal consider this mitzvah to be one which yields rewards in this world and in the next
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The Meiri even considers it to be the greatest mitzvah of all
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Hachnasat orchim shaped the development of the Jewish people through Tanach, thereby changing Jewish history
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Hachnasat Orchim has a role of providing kapara in place of the mizbeach, hence our minhagim at the table relating to
the mizbeach - dipping bread in salt, throwing the bread, clearing away the knives etc
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Hosting a talmid chacham in your house even provides a zechut as if a person had brought a korban tamid
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The Mishna states that there is no maximum shiur to giving chesed. However this is only in terms of the physical effort
involved. Financially, one is not required to spend more than one fifth of one’s money on a positive mitzvah

1. Although since the Rambam understands that the whole episode is taking place within the nevuah (cf. the view of the Ramban),
one could perhaps say that this message is effectively being communicated to him through the nevuah
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Hachnasat Orchim does not mean having friends around for dinner but inviting those who are needy - financially,
emotionally or psychologically
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The key is remembering that the root of the mitzvah is ‘ahavat reim’ - treating others as you would be treated
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Hachnasat Orchim applies to ‘rich’ guests too but there should be a special place for the poor at your table
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Greeting others with a smile is far important than the amount that you give them
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1t is very important not to embarrass guests in any way, including by staring at them
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The ba’al habayit should make hamotzi even in front of important guests so that he can distribute the challa generously.
Otherwise, a cohen gets precedence
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If everyone has their own challot, the most important guest makes hamotzi
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Guests must treated with as much honour as the host
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Any mitzvah should be with one’s best offering and not grudgingly
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We learn from the korbanot on Succot and Shemini Atzeret that the key is to make the guest feel at home - sometimes that
means reducing the formality so that the guest can relax
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The importance of accompanying guests is learnt from the episode of the egela arufa and also from the capture of the city
of Bet-El
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The chiuv of livui is treated very seriously in halacha, to the extent that sometimes the obligation was to accompany a
Rav 3 parsot - over 7 miles. Today, assuming the road is safe, the halacha is at least 4 amos
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The melachim asked where Sarah was, yet they did not want to speak to her
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Rashi explains that they were trying to communicate to Avraham how great Sarah was!
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A guest must not bring another guest unannounced and must not burden the host
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The guest must do whatever the host asks
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Guests should not be shy in front of the host if he asks them to do something that they might not normally feel comfortable
doing, but they certainly do not have to do commit an aveira, or even to eat more if they are full
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Eating the food of someone who cannot afford the expense is a very serious aveira
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The guest should bentch in order to give the host a beracha
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A guest should not give food to the children of the host or otherewise act as a host
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The Mishna Berura gives the reason from a gemara in Chullin which recounts a very upsetting story.....




