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11.

The discovery of the deception was unavoidable. Even if the carrying out of the masquerade were to be successful, with
Esav’s return, everything was inevitably bound to be disclosed — Rivkah must have known this full well. And altogether, how
crude was the whole comedy, a couple of goat-skins, what but the most absolute naivety could be taken in by that! What
could her intention have been by playing such a comedy! What else but just the comedy itselfl Only thus, if just the inevitable
discovery was what was beforehand reckoned on, only then does the whole story make sense, and from Rivkah’s point of
view, become understandable and - even if not completely approved of - in the circumstances, quite excusable .... If a
Ya’akov, an ish tam can so easily masquerade as a gibor tzayid, how much more easily can an Esov masquerade as an ish tam
to him! ... As soon as Yitzchok realised the trick that had been played upon him, he saw — as our sages put it — Gehinnom
yawning at his feet, saw, how all his life he had allowed himself to be deceived. Immediately the scales fell from his eyes .....

Rav S.R. Hirsch on Bereishit 27:1
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