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ohgr ,cvt
THE HALACHIC OBLIGATION AND LIMITATION ON CHESED

;ub rv 'vbhbp rut

1.ohsxjv ,ukhnd kgu 'vsucgv kgu 'vru,v kg - snug okugv ohrcs vauka kg ////
c:t ,uct

Chesed is one of the central supports of the entire world

2.ch,fs ohsxj ,ukhnd v,khj,  /ohsxj ,ukhnd vpuxu ohsxj ,ukhnd v,kj, vru, htkna wr arsostk ohvkt wv aghu 
oahckhu rug ,ub,f u,atkuch,fs ohsxj ,ukhnd vpuxu thdc u,ut rcehu 

/sh vyux

The Torah itself is ‘framed’ by acts of Chesed - at the start with Adam and Chava and at the end with Moshe

A] Chesed - Bein Adam Lechavero

3.�v h�b�t WI ·n!F W�g #$r%k ¬!T %c (v#!t %u W º*N (g h́$b %C., *t Ær«Y �,.t#«k %u o« ³E �,.t#«k

The passuk of Ahavat Re’im raises some difficult questions, including (i) why does it come after the mitzvot not to bear a

grudge or take revenge; (ii) what is love; (iii) how can it be commanded; (iv) why �kW�g #$r  and not W�g #$r , *t ; (v) who is your

W�g #$r ; (vi) what does ‘like yourself’ mean; (vii) why ‘I am Hashem’

4.- lunf lgrk ,cvtuvru,c kusd kkf vz tcheg hcr rnt 
oa h�ar

Rashi brings Rabbi Akiva - Klal gadol beTorah.  Consider the implications of ‘klal’ and how this mitzvah manifests (i)

together with other mitzvot  or aveirot; and (ii) in many specific applications - see 15 below

5.�v tbt l,uf lrcjk ojr,u
oa xukebut oudr,

Targum Unkelos is a direct translation ...

6.�v tbt vhk shcg, tk lk hbx ,bt ins lrcjk hnjr,u
oa kthzug ic i,buh oudr,

... but Targum Yonatan raises some interesting new issues!

7.,ntc upjs ,jt kdr kg snug hbtaf vkuf vru,v kf hbsnk,a n"g hbrhhd k"t htna hbpk tca sjt hrfbc vagn cua
:rund khz tuv vaurhp lshtu vkuf vru,v kf thv uz shcg, tk lrcjk hbx lkgs uk rnt vhrhhd kkv hbpk tc ushca ihbcv

/tk ,ca

Hillel reduced the essence of Judaism to not doing to others what you would not have done to you

8.t",f l,uuf lrcjk vhnjr,u k"kv tres tbahkn oudr,s wuf hbx lkgs vkhka iuakc uk rnuk vbha htnt ouen kfn ///
wudu lgrk ,cvtu hte vkgu ch,f ruy, tku oue, tk vhcds ,"kc tbuud htv hfc tkt hrhht tk tres vhk gnans k"hu

 lunf lgrk ,cvtu rnte tk vcuy uk ,uagk hcdk kct wuf lk hbxs kfn vgr uk vag, tka
/tk ,ca t�j t�arvn

The Maharsha explains that we learn this from the negative context of the mitzvah - connected with ‘do not take revenge’.
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Thus the chiuv is NOT TO be inconsiderate, rude etc.  Performing active kind deeds is a mitzvah kiyumit - ie a full

mitzvah if you do it but without a Torah obligation to do it (but see 15 below)

9.lunf lgrk ,cvtu ohrsbs hnkaurhcu ///// shcg, tk lrcjk hbx lkgs rcs ka ukkf -  (s"v y"p)l,jnu cauha hn ibhxrd 
?!oebvk ush vf,u ush ruzj, hfu ihfxc ush vfvu rac

y inhx ihag kusd ,uumn rpx

The Sefer Mitzvot Hagadol (Sma’g) also formulates the mitzvah in this ‘negative’ way and links this into the juxtaposition

in the verse with the mitzvah for taking revenge.  Note also that the classification of the mitzvah as a ‘klal’ also connects

it to the detailed ‘pratim’ of the previous verses and, according to the hermeneutic rules of interpretation, would mean

that the klal should be qualified by the essential nature of the pratim - not to offend others

The Smag also gives something of an underlying hashkafic basis fot the mitzvah - that the Jewish people are all deeply

connected  - limbs in one great body.  Consider the nature of KLAL Yisrael, the idea that the Shechina only rests on a

tzibbur and also the concept of vzk vz ohcrg ktrah kf 

10.hnmgk h,cvtu h,knjf hjtk h,cvtu h,knj vhv,au ubnmg cvtba unf ub,me ,t ub,me cuvtk ubuma thv u"rv vumnvu
upudcu ubunncvn kfu uvunf uk vmrt hnmgk vmrta vn kfu u,ut hbt vmrt u,ut vmrh ut u,uarc vhvha vn kfu 

 :lunf lgrk ,cvtu vkg,h urnt tuvu /uvunf uk tbat hc ecsha hnk ut hnmgk tbata
ur vag ,umn o"cnrk ,uumnv rpx

The Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvot describes the mitzvah in very practical terms - wanting for others what you want for

yourself and what they want for themselves 

11.kg xujku ujcac rpxk lhrm lfhpk 'lunf lgrk ,cvtu rntba upudf ktrahn sjtu sjt kf ,t cuvtk ost kf kg vumn
 /tcv okugk ekj uk iht urhcj iukec scf,nvu 'unmg sucfc vmuru unmg iunn kg xj tuv ratf ubunn

d vfkv u erp ,ugs ,ufkv o"cnr

In the Yad, Rambam takes a similar line

12.,tzu dubg,v ,hkf, u,davc dbg,bu uvdhaba sg uh,ukugpu uh,umn khfabu ibuc,ba vzu vkg,h ucvtk ubuma thv ,hahkav vumnvu
 ,chhujnv vcvtv thv

d vag ,umn o"cnrk ,uumnv rpx

Contrast the mitzvah of Ahavat Hashem which must involve emotion

13.shn, vc vdua tmnbu wv ,cvtc vruae uapb tv,a sg sutn vzg vrh,h vkusd vcvt wv ,t cvtha tuv vhutrv vcvtv thv smhfu
kfut tuva vgac ihc unuec ihc u,cac ihc shn, vc vdua tuvu vat v,ut ,cvtn vhubp u,gs ihta vcvtv hkuj vkuj uktf
,kuj hf kan lrs rnt vnkaa tuvu 'lapb kfcu lcck kfc ubuma unf shn, vc ohdua uhcvut ckc wv ,cvt vhv, vzn r,h 'v,uau

 /vz ihbgk tuv kan ohrhav rha kfu 'hbt vcvt
 d vfkv h erp vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

In the Yad, Ramban describes what emotion is required for Ahavat Hashem - total lovesickness!

14.tcheg hcr tc rcfa sugu 'uapb ,t u,cvtf urhcj ,t cuvtha ostv ck kceh tk hf 'vdkpv - lunf lgrk ,cvtu ogyu
 kfc urhcj cvtha vru,v ,umn tkt  /lrhcj hhjk ihnsue lhhj snkuihbgrucgc if,hu /cuyv kfc uapb ,t cvth ratf 

 "lgrk" ,knc o,ut vuavu '"lunf lgr ,t ,cvtu" rnt tka
 zh:yh trehu i"cnr

Ramban on Chumash proves that the passuk cannot be read literally and raises the tricky issue of ‘Chayecha Kodmin’

15.hfrm kfc exg,vku 'ohjrutv ,uukku 'vkfv xhbfvku ',nv thmuvku 'ohkct ojbku 'ohkuj reck ovhrcs ka vag ,umn
iv uktu 'ovhfrm kfc osgxku 'i,jvu vkfv jnak ifu 'ruceku rupjku supxku uhbpk lkhku ';,fv kg ,tak 'vrucev
ohrcsv kf 'lunf lgrk ,cvtu kkfc iv hrv ovhrcsn ukt ,umn kfa p"gt 'rugha ovk ihta upudca ohsxj ,ukhnd

 /,umncu vru,c lhjtk i,ut v,t vag 'ohrjt lk o,ut uagha vmur v,ta
 t vfkv sh erp kct ,ufkv o"cnr

We saw above that the chiuv of Ahavat Reim is essentially negative:- not to act towards others in a way that you wouldn’t

want people to act towards you.  There is however a kiyum of the mitzvah min Hatorah by acting in any way which shows
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chesed to others.  In addition, Chazal created new chiuvim miderabbanan to do chesed in certain situations - e.g.

hachnasat orchim, bikur cholim etc.

B] Chesed - Bein Adam Lemakom

16.(uy ,una) uvubtu hkt vz  :rnut kuta tct ///uvubtuoujru iubj vhv v,t ;t oujru iubj tuv vn - uk vnus huv 
:dke ,ca

This was also one of the first realizations that Am Yisrael had of their relationship with Hashem  - at Yam Suf

17. :;xuh cr hb,s(j"h ,una)iU #G�g#(h r *J�t v *G�g#(N#(v., *t %u V !c Uf%k$h Q *r *S (v., *t o *v!k !T %g (sI #v %u ,«rIT (v., *t %u oh �E Fj#(v., *t o *v %, *t v !T %r (v %z �v %u :
 ////lrsv ,tohsxj ,ukhnd uz - 
:k tghmn tcc

Yitro instructs Moshe to teach the Jewish people chesed as a ‘derech’.  This comes as an ethic imperative before it

appears as a specific mitzvah

18.iU #e!C %s �, I¬cU Us« c�g#(, I¬,«t %u Ug º!n %J �, Ík«e %cU ÆUr«̧n %J �T uh³!,«u %m �n., *t %u Ut·!rh �, I,́«t %u Uf$k $T o²*fhe#«kIt �v h $̧r�j#(t
v:dh ohrcs

The Torah includes a mitzvah to be close to Hashem and to ‘stick to Him’.  Note that this mitzvah all appears in ALL of

the following verses: Deut 8:6, 10:12, 11:22, 13:5, 19:9, 26:17, 28:9, 30:16

19. :ch,fs htn 'tbhbj hcrc tnj hcr rntu(dh ohrcs) ufk, ofhvkt wv hrjttkvu ?vbhfa rjt lkvk ostk uk rapt hfu ?
 :rntb rcf(s ohrcs) tuv vkfut at lhvkt wv hf:ch,fs 'ohnurg ahckn tuv vn 'v"cev ka uh,usn rjt lkvk tkt !

(d ,hatrc) oahckhu rug ,ub,f u,atku ostk ohvkt wv aghu :ch,fs 'ohkuj rehc v"cev `ohnurg ackv v,t ;t ',hatrc)

(jhtrnn hbuktc wv uhkt trhu  :ch,fs 'ohkct ojhb v"cev `ohkuj rec v,t ;t '(vf ,hatrc)lrchu ovrct ,un hrjt hvhu 
ubc ejmh ,t ohvkt :ch,fs 'oh,n rce v"cev `ohkct ojb v,t ;t '(sk ohrcs)thdc u,ut rcehu  oh,n ruce v,t ;t '

 /sh vyux 

How can we get close to Hashem who is a ‘burning fire’.  The answer is to imitate Him in the way He acts towards us

20.  urnt tuvu ub,kfh hpk vkg,h uc ,unsvk ubuma thv ,hbhnav vumnvuuhfrsc ,fkvukfc ,fkk rntu vz huum kpf rcfu /
vn iubj vhv v,t ;t iubj treb v"cev vn oujr vhv v,t ;t oujr treb tuv lurc ausev vn vz aurhpc tcu uhfrs
vzv huumv kpfb rcfu hrpx iuak vzu /shxj vhv v,t ;t shxj treb v"cev vn ehsm vhv v,t ;t ehsm treb v"cev

 rntu rjt iuakc/ufk, ofhekt �v hrjtrtu,ha ,ucuajv ,usnvu ,ucuyv ,ukugpc ,unsvk ubhbga if od aurhpc tcu 
 :cr hukhg kfv kg vkg,h kanv sm kg vkg,h ktv ovc

 j vag ,umn o"cnrk ,uumnv rpx

The Rambam describes the mitzvah as imitating Hashem.  This is the mitzvah of tikun hamidot

So it emerges that the mitzvah of doing chesed will depend on your the kavana.  It could be Ahavat Reim (if  you are

doing the chesed out of an underlying concern for the person - hence ‘ahavah’) or it could be Vehalachta Bedrachav (if

you are trying to get closer to Hashem by imitating him).   But it could be none................!

C] Chesed - Halachic Limitations

21. /vru, sunk,u 'ohsxj ,ukhndu 'iuhtrvu 'ohrufcvu 'vtpv :ruga ovk ihta ohrcs ukt
t:t vtp vban

The Mishna states that there is no maximum shiur to giving chesed

22.ruzgha hbavu  /ohuca iuhspu vesm iudf ubunnc ktrahk ostv ruzgha sjtv /,umnv in ohbhbg hba kg kpub oa tuv
rugha vk iht j�nd itfc rnta vnu /vzk vnusu ohb,j ,pujk tucku oh,nv ,t ,ukku ohkct oujhb iudf upudc o,ut
,hahnjn r,uh ,,k chhj,h tku 'ubunn ,hahnj tuvu rugha vk ah ubunnc u,ut ruzga lt  /upudc ostv ruzgk rnuk vmur
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,ushxj ,snc if vag ot sck ubunn  

oa o�cnrv aurp

However this is only in terms of the physical effort involved.  Financially, one is not required to spend more than one fifth

of one’s money on a mitzvat aseh 

 

23.ars /cuahk ghdn - ivn sjt v,ua otu 'oh,n - ovhba ih,ua ot 'ohn ka iu,he ivn sjt shcu 'lrsc ihfkvn uhva ohba
:snhku tcheg hcr tca sg /urhcj ka u,,hnc ovn sjt vtrh ktu 'u,unhu ovhba u,aha cyun :truyp iclng lhjt hju - 

lrhcj hhjk ohnsue lhhj
/cx tghmn tcc

If there is only enough water to save one of them, Ben Petura says that they share the water and both die.  R. Akiva says

you drink all of the water and live and the other will die. But who is the halacha like?

24. ,dan i,ubv sh v,hv ot 'hbgk hutra vn hpf ohhbgk vesm i,hk vag ,umn
 t vfkv z erp ohhbg ,ub,n ,ufkv o"cnr

Rambam paskens that the chiuv to give tzedaka is only to the extent that you can ‘afford’ it.  R . Moshe Feinstein sees this

as the Rambam paskening like R. Akiva - your needs take precedence

25.iuhct lc vhvh tk hf xpt
s:uy ohrcs

Chazal see this passuk as a prohibition on making yourself poor.  The same applies in all areas of life

26.,nvck ,nsue o,nvc - ohrjt ,nvcu o,nvc 'ohrjt hhjk ihnsue ivhhj - ohrjt hhju ivhhj 'rhgv hbc ka ihhgn
hcr 'i,xhcfk ihnsue ohrjt hhj - i,xhcfu ohrjt hhj 'ohrjt ,xhcfk ,nsue i,xhcf - ohrjt ,xhcfu i,xhcf 'ohrjt

`ohrjt hhjk ,nsue i,xhcf :rnut hxuh 
:p ohrsb

27. - rhgv hbc ka ihhgnahrc ibharssf ihnsue ivhhjs ,nsue i,hh,a ikuf ,hh,ak ehpxn ubht ota ohrjt hhjk ihnsue ivhhj ohrjt hhju ivhhj rhgc tmuhv
//////lng lhjt hju ch,fsn (cx n"c) lab uvzht erp

 - ,rjt rhg hbc ka i,hh,ak ,nsue rhgv v,ut ka i,xhcf rnut hxuh hcrapb hhj tcuy trgm tfht vxhcf ,ghbncs iuhfs hxuh hcrk vhk trhcxs
tuv

 oa i"r

This gemara rules like Rabbi Akiva (see Ran in 26) and expands the scenario.  It seems that your essential needs

(apb hhj) come before those of others - possibly even the greater needs of others.  But what is ‘essential’? Consider the

following scenarios: • a minor loss to you -vs- a major loss to them; • a questionable loss to you - vs- a certain loss of

them

28. /vban    /osue uka - ucr ,sctu u,sct ',nsue u,sct - uhct ,sctu u,sct/trnd rnt vsuvh cr rnt - ?hkhn hbv tbn
(u"y ohrcs) tre rnt :criuhct lc vhvh tk hf xpt ohhenv kf :cr rnt vsuvh cr rntu /ost kf kak osue lka - 

 /lf hshk tc ;ux - lf unmgc)h�ar - ot 'osue hka esesk tku ihsv ,ruan ohbpk xbfhk ostk ah 'cu,fv uhkg ukhyv tka hp kg ;t 

,uhrck lrymha ;uxu 'vesmu ohsxj ,ukhnd kug uhkgn erup - esesn shn, otu 'jhfun sxpvc tk(/
/dk tghmn tcc

But if you always place yourself first you will never give tzedaka.  So Chazal expect you to find a balance between your

financial, emotional and psychological needs and giving of your money, your time and yourself to others.

29.'uka ,t rhzjh 'tk otu `orhzjvk chhj ivh,a ,t ruzjk kufh ot 'urhcj ,shctcu u,shctc gdpu 'vshct uk vscta hn
xbfhk ostk uk ah if p"gtu /)s 'uy ohrcs( iuhct lc vhvh tk xptn ibharssf 'ucru uhct ,shctk ukhpt ,nsue u,shcta
ohsxj ,ukhnd kug ubnn erup 'esesn shn, otu /jfun sxpvc tk ot 'osue hka :rnuku esesk tku ihsv ,ruan ohbpk

 /,uhrck lrymha ;uxu
 t ;hgx sxr inhx ypan iauj lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch paskens that your needs come first BUT you are required to go ‘beyond the letter of the law’ and do
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chesed even at your own expense

E] Chesed - Acts of Kindness or Personality Type?

30.ruzjhu ,uhgmntv ,ugsv hp kg vauga ohagnc akahu vbahu vagh 'uc ugceha sg ukt ,ugsc unmg ost khdrh smhfu
ivc treb uktv ,unava hpku 'uapbc ,ugsv ugcehu uhkg jruy ovc vhvh tku uhkg ohke ovhagn uhvha sg shn, ovc

 uz lrs ,treb 'vc ,fkk ihchhj ubta ,hbubhcv lrsv ovu rmuhvwv lrs//// uhbck ubhct ovrct snka thvu '
z vfkv t erp ,ugs ,ufkv o"cnr

Ultimately, chesed is meant to be not just acts of kindness, but the development of a personality type 


